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SAM DOLGOFF, a house . painter by profession, now retired , was born in 
1902. At an early age he was "riding the rails," an itinerant laborer 
working in lumbercamps, steel mills, construction, etc. He has been 
involved in radical movements since the age of fifteen when he joined the 

Socialist Party youth organization. 
His radical bent then began to turn towards anarchism and he became 

involved with the anarchist group and journal Road to Freedom which 
printed his first article about Mahatma Gandhi . In the early 1920's he met 
the well known Russian revolutionary anarchist Gregory Petrovich 

Maximoff who became his close friend and mentor. Maximoff helped 
clarify his ideas about anarchism as a genuine constructive social 
movement. To better study the literature of anarchism, Sam taught 

himself to read several languages. 
Under the nom de plume Sam Weiner, he has written widely in radical 

and anarchist periodicals. Two of his pamphlets have been recognized as 
important critiques of the labor scene in America: Ethics and American 
Unionism (1958) and The Labor Party Illusion (1961) . He has also been a 
correspondent for a number of radical papers in Europe. Through the 
years Sam helped found and edit a number of important anarchist 
magazines including Vanguard (1932-1939), Spanish Revolution 
(1936-1938), and Views and Comments (1955-1965) _ In addition to The 
Anarchist Collectives, Sam recently edited and translated Bakunin On 
Anarchy (Knopf, 1972)_ 

An active "anarcho-pluralist" (as he calls himself), Sam is still deeply 
absorbed in the radical labor movement and especially with the IWW. He is 
a frequent speaker to labor groups, at informal get-togethers, and at such 



colleges as Antioch, Columbia, Williams, Oregon University, and San Jose. 
He is currently working on a supplement to his Bakunin on Anarchy and 
also on a book on the American labor movement and workers' 
self-management of industry. 

MURRAY BOOKCHIN currently lives in Vermont and teaches Social 
Ecology at Goddard College. A prolific writer and speaker, he is the author 
of Our Synthetic Environment (1962) and Crisis in Our Cities (1965), 
both written under the pseudonym "Lewis Herber," Post-Scarcity 
Anarchism (1971), and the forthcoming The Limits of the City . He was 
formerly involved with Anarchos magazine and is currently associated with 

the Center for New Stud ies. 
He is currently working on books including The Ecology of Freedom 

and The Spanish Anarchists, a two volume history . The first volume is 
completed and concerns the development of the Spanish Anarch ist 

movement from 1870-1936. 

The staff of Free Life Editions, Chuck Hamilton, Mark Powelson, 
and Sharon Presley, would like to thank th-e following people 
who assisted in the preparation of this book: D. Rosen 
Bertch - Art, OBU Typesetters, Diane Radycki, Renna Draynel: 
Paul Avrich. 
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Sam Dolgoff, editor of the best anthology of Bakunin's writings, has 
now produced an excel lent documentary history of the Anarchist 
collectives in Spain. Although there is a vast literature on the Spanish Civil 
War, this is the ~irst book in English that is devoted to the experiments in 
workers' self-management, both urban and rural, which constituted one of 
the most remarkable social revolutions in modern history. 

-Paul Avrich 

~ ~"~R(HIST (OLLf(TMS 
Edited ~ Sam Dolgoff 

Lenin once identified "the sum total of the conditions necessary for 
socia lism" as large-scale capitalist engineering and planned organization 
subordinated to a Soviet state, that is, a "proletarian dictatorship" ruled 
by a vanguard party. The eyewitness reports and commentary presented in 
this highly important study reveal a very different understanding of the 
nature of socialism and the means for achieving it. 

Libertarian communism, as it was realized during the Spanish 
revolu tion , was truly the creation of workers and peasants. I t was a 
"spontaneous" creation- for which, in fact, the groundwo rk had been laid 
by decades of struggle and education, experiment and thought. 

Varied, complex, often inspiring, the achievement of the people of 
Spain is unique in the history of 20th century revolution. It should be 
carefully studied , not merely as the record of a remarkable human 
accomplishment, but also for the insight it provides into the problems of 
constructing a social order that is just and humane, committed to freedom 
from exploitation and oppression, whether by a capitalist autocracy or an 
authoritarian state apparatus. 

For a brief period, the Spanish people offered the world a glimpse of a 
future that differs by orders of magnitude from the tendencies inherent in 
the state capitalist and state socialist societies that exist today. 

I 
- Noam Chomsky 
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