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Editor ial

As Black Flag goes to print, it appears
capitalism is on the verge of a major
economic crisis due to the "credit
crunch." While programmes and articles
on this crisis have appeared, the social
context has been downplayed or
ignored. It is as if crisis occurs without
any links to the wider economy.

On page 12, lain McKay explains how
this crisis arose and how the chickens
have come home to roost.

Such class analysis of the crunch is vital
to counter a phoney shifting of blame
onto scapegoats created to dilute any
mass response to the crisis.

Unless they are countered, it is possible
that the far-right will take advantage
and push their own ‘solution’ to the
problems we all face. In our lead article,
Paul Marsh and Kac look at how liberal
abandonment has let the far right into
communities which suffered even during
the boom times from an economic plan
which enriched the wealthy and beat
down the poor.

Jack Ray illustrates this tendency for
“boom economics, bust social support”
in his case study of Manchester on page
9, looking at a city where Labour have
placed a veneer of luxury over the city's
rotting core while calling it progress.

This issue also takes an in-depth look at
anarcha-feminism past and future.
Anarcha-feminism has been a tendency
within the movement since almost the
start, as can be seen from our account of
the first known group formed in
Argentina in the 1890s (page 24). We
also reproduce a rare Emma Goldman
article on Mary Wollstonecraft and
present an interview with the two
members of the Dublin based RAG.

As the example of the French strikes last
year show, we have enormous power in
our hands — if we know how to use it!
Hopefully Black Flag can contribute to
creating awareness, to clarifying and
supporting anarchist activity. Our back
page has a picture of the Haymarket
Martyrs. Executed because of their key
role in the unions of Chicago and the
eight hour day movement, their legacy
should be remembered.

The good news is Black Flag is on
schedule to be bi-annual this year. Sales
have noticeably improved. However our
collective is still small. Please do not
assume that we will muddle through —
get in touch. Finally, the footnotes to
part one of our series on the Russian
Revolution somehow got messed up. Go
to anarchism.ws/writers/anarcho/
revlost_critique.html for the correct
version. It is now a three-part work.

GREEN BUG: This issue, our intrepid, parasite-killing ladybird with the red and black colour

scheme is illustrating the difficulties of living on a dead planet...

Photograph: Anya Brennan

Our kind of people

: A few of the

many libertarian publications
available from radical social
centres and bookshops today

PS: If you're not on here we’re not snubbing
you, we just didn’t have a copy to photograph!
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perspective. Page 12
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Ethos

Black Flag is for a social system
based on mutual aid and
voluntary co-operation — against
state control and all forms of
government and  economic
repression.

To establish a share in the
general prosperity for all — the
breaking down of racial,
religious, national and sex
barriers — and to fight for the life

of one world.

The Black Flag has been a world -
wide symbol for anarchism since
the 1880s.

It is at base a representative of
the negation of all oppressive
structures.
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Anal ysis: BNP

beating left

Local elections:

Nationally the picture is not quite so rosy but still shows a clear upward trend in
every important area.

General Elections:

The European elections of 2004 also saw the BNP score 808,200 votes nationally —
4,9% of the total vote. At the same time in the London elections they achieved
4.8% with 90,365 votes in the Assembly election and 3.04% with 58,405 votes in
the mayoral election — plus 70,736 (3.68%) 2nd preference votes.
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Firstly the prospect of a BNP councillor can
harden local opposition, bringing out the
Labour and ethnic minority v ote that might
otherwise stay at home. Secondly many BNP
councillors have either proven to be poor in
office, or when elected have clearly had little
idea as to what their agenda actually was.

Ramon Johns, of Broxbourne in
Hertfordshire, epitmoised this confusion
when he v oted against free bus passes for the
elderly after being elected on the promise
to... campaign for free bus passes for the
elderly . Others have resigned under
allegations of spousal abuse, neo-nazism,
and in the case of T erry Farr from Epping, a
line in writing abusive letters to minority
constituents.

A startling success in Barking and
Dagenham resulted in 13 councillors, many
of whom appeared to be astonished by their
own election.

Thirdly , having been elected, the question
of "What Now?" has loomed large, and it
appears to be one the BNP has been unable to
answer .

Whilst local authorities arguably have less
power than ever before, the BNP has not been
able to manipulate the levers of power that
remain to achieve anything. The whole point
of a protest v ote is once the protest has been
made, people move on. At least some of the
BNP’s voters appear to have moved on and
whether they return or not remains to be
seen.

Worryingly though, there have been recent
cases of the BNP actually increasing their
vote in wards where they were expected to
lose support following the poor performance
of their councillors — most notably in

Gooshays in March.

The BNP has f ailed to impress the
establishment. In the 1970s a certain section
of the British ruling class actively considered
that a military coup may be necessary to stop
the country’ s decline. Individuals lik e Peter
Wright of MI5 and George Kennedy Y  oung of
MI6 considered acting against the Labour

government, producing a sense of f  ear in
Harold W ilson that never left him (we should

not call it paranoia, because they really were

out to get him).

There was however no party for them to
attach their wagon to, and they were to
decline in inf luence even before Margaret
Thatcher arguably met one of their main
objectives — def eating the unions.

A reliable f ar-right party , with serious
support at all levels of society , was lacking
then, and it is thankfully still lacking now .In
France, the Front Nationale has serious
support in sections of the police and military

In the UK, no matter how unpleasant some
of our cops may be, it is hard to imagine there
are thousands of BNP card carrying members
in uniform.

At leadership level, the Police, lik e much of
the establishment, pref ers to court ‘comm u-
nity leaders’ rather than antagonise them.
Business and City leaders know full well how
much they have benef ited from the cheap
labour of migrants. Fascism may well be a
threat held back by the ruling class to attack
the working class, but Mr Grif fin should not
expect a call from the CBI any day soon.

The BNP has been prone to arguments, and
an air of sleaze hangs around Grif  fin.
Rumours of his f inancial untrustworthiness
have been circulating for years and have
proven f ertile ground for those inside and
outside the BNP who would lik e to see him
toppled.

This generally is hinted at rather than
substantiated, but the range of areas
in which it s claimed he’ s had his
fingers in the pie m ust surely mak e
some of those inv  olved with the BNP
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By Jack Ray Q

1.Manchester Evening News, 24th September 2006.
2. Gordon Brown, Speech to Labour Party
Conference, 24th September 2006.

3. cushwake.com/cwglobal/jsp/newsDetail.jsp?repld
=c11800001p&Lanld=EN&Locld=GLOBAL

4. www.manchester.gov.uk/downloads/Al_ManFacts
07.pdf

5. manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/233/233520_

half_of_manchesters_children_live_in_poverty.html

6. manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/1030627_ord
eal_of_children_in_poverty

7. news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7084044.stm

8. manchester.gov.uk/downloads/Al_ManFacts07.pdf
9. eng.umu.se/e3ht02/halena/city_centre_regenera
tion.htm

10. Centre for Cities, Cities Outlook 2008, p.45.
11.European Institute of Urban Affairs, New
Evaluated Manchester: Interim Evaluation of New
East Manchester Executive Summary, p.19.
12.Manchester Evening News, March 19th 2008
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traders start to cash in their prof its while the
rest were left with the grim reality of lending
money to people who could never af  ford to
pay it back in the long run. Short-termism
came home to roost, only to f  ind that it had
been repossessed.

Which means that f inance mark ets are not
the "ef ficient" and "rational" allocators of
investment funds portrayed in the economic
textbooks and f
pers.

Wall Street and its equivalents frequently
misallocate capital and credit. The "tech
bubble" of the late 1990s was one episode.
Now we have subprime mortgages.

The ownership society

Max Stirner once noted that property "in the

civic sense means sacred property  , such that
| must respect your property ... Be it ever so
little, if one only has somewhat of his own —

to wit, a respected property: The more such
owners... the more 'free people and good
patriots' has the State."

However, "in practice people respect
nothing, and everyday the small possessions
are bought up again by greater proprietors,
and the 'free people' change into day
labourers." Thus the “civic proprietor is in
truth nothing but a propertyless man, one
who is everywhere shut out. Instead of
owning the world, as he might, he does not
own even the paltry point on which he turns
around."

This has been the basis of neo-liberalism,
with Pinochet and Thatcher seeking to create
many such "free and good patriots" while, in
reality , increasing inequality and squeezing
the so-called middle classes.

Bush, lik ewise, wanted to turn more people
into a "civic proprietor" by privatising Social
Security and delivering their accounts to W all

Street. Moreover , he urged that his "owner -

ship society" required easy access to the
credit needed for homeownership. "Under
50% of African Americans and Hispanic
Americans own a home," Bush stated in
2002, "that's just too f  ew" and he called on
Fannie Mae and the private sector "to unlock
millions of dollars, to mak e it available for
the purchase of a home." Which, of course,
they did — it was called a sub-prime loan.

Then there is the social role of credit and
debt. Since the 1980s the UK and USA have
seen a rising debt burden on households as
well as the increased concentration of
wealth. The two are link ed. Working class
people have borrowed to mak e up stagnating
or declining real wages and this has
represents a massive upward redistribution
of income in the form of interest payments.

There is an added advantage from the
perspective of the capitalist class as it not
only reduces pressure for higher wages (as

borrowing lets people buy otherwise unaf -

fordable commodities) and hides the
increasing inequalities, it also mak es people
less lik ely to fight back. Large monthly
mortgage and/or credit card bills mak e people
less lik ely to rebel.

Today, the legacy of confusing the basic
need to have access to the resources
required for personal freedom with private
property is becoming clear . The so-called
ownership society simply means the
debt-society , where you are owned by your
creditors justas m  uch as your labour and its
products are owned by your boss. The 1990s
dot com bubble burst and employees

inance pages of the newspa -
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watched their stock-heavy pensions
disappear . Now the 2000s have the subprime
mortgage crisis, with millions of homeown -
ers f acing repossession.

The Future

Recession is lik ely, which brings us to the
guestion of how deep it will be. There is
evidence to suggest that it will be deep. The
1990-91 recession in America was brought
on by a credit crunch while the 2001
recession was routed in overinvestment
(namely , the dot.com bubble and the
spurious "investment" that produced).

This time, it looks lik e both have occurred.
Moreover , after pressure to "liberalise" its
mark et in the 1980s, Japan experienced a
housing bubble as well. It then spent the
1990s in an economic quagmire which it is
just getting out of. While people talk about "a
crash”" it is useful to remember that even
1929 took time to play itself out. Nor should
we forget that the last two US recessions

were followed by prolonged "“jobless recover -
ies" - i.e., longer recessions for working class
people.

Signif icantly , Martin W olf, a columnist at
the Financial T imes, attack ed the world's
finance industry as having an extraordinary
"talent for privatizing gains and socializing
losses" and then get "self-righteously angry
when public of ficials... f ail to come at once to
their rescue when they get into (well-
deserved) trouble... the conf licts of interest
created by large f inancial institutions are f ar
harder to manage than in any other
industry ." It says a lot that even people who
write in the Financial T imes are upset about
the predominating inf Iluence that f inancial
capitalists have on government policy

And the hypocrisy is clear . Since the 1980s
the dominant ideology has been preaching
against the evils of state intervention and
urging governments to let the mark ets do
their magic. Y etwhentheyf ace problems, the
free mark eteers go running to the state and
beg for help.

Faced with results of their own actions and
ideology , they return to the state they so
revile and get it to answer their calls for help.

So the mantra of capitalism is simple: if the
finance mark ets mak e money then they can
keep it but if they are losing money then we
need to pay for it.

But why be surprised. The stock mark etis

founded on corporate “"Limited Liability"
which is an ef fective means of privatising
gains and while socialising losses. Anyone
with an a wareness of the history of capital -
ism will know that it has always been parasit -
ical on the state. So while the capitalists want
us to support them, they deny us any say

It seems unlik ely that cash injections will
countermand the underlying problems
caused by the housing and other bubbles —
previous cuts in interest rates simply post -
poned the inevitable.

What comes next is the k ey. Capitalism
will, of course, survive this latest downturn
as it has the rest — unless working class
people f inally act to end it. The good news is
that according to a September Pew Research
poll, 48% of Americans say they live in a
society carved into haves and have-nots. In
1988, it was only 26%.

Sadly, 45% see themselves as part of the
haves but even this f igure is an improvement
(in 1988, 59% thought they were part of the
"haves" while 17% placed themselves in the

half-nots, now it is 45% "haves" vs. 34%
"have-nots"). It is nice to know that some
people are a ware that"T rickle Up economics"
has work ed! Now they have to turn that into
action. If they do not, capitalism will
contin ue as they pay the price required to
overcome the slump.

Finally , it m ust be stressed that this
analysis does not imply that that capitalism
will self-destruct. In spite of crises being
inevitable and occurring  frequently ,
revolution is not. Capitalism will only be
eliminated by working class rev olution, when
people see the need for social transformation
and not imposed on people as the by-product
of an economic collapse.

Bad times may radicalise people into
action, but it real change needs ideas and will
come about when people are inspired by
hope for a better society , when they realise
that, to quote Stirner , that "restless
acquisition does not let us tak e breath, tak e
a calm enjoyment. W e do not get the comfort
of our possessions..."

Our task as anarchists is to help spread
this a wareness that we need not live lik e this
and get inv olved in spreading the spirit of

revolt needed to bring that hope into reality

By lain McKay
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how anarchists can challenge this.

By including struggles that women f ace in
anarchist action, by organising around
issues lik e domestic violence, sex work,
sexual assault, abortion, unpaid work within
the home, domestic work  ers struggles, etc. a
more inclusive and realistic version of
anarchism can emerge.

BF:What are your current discussions?

E&M: A lot of the way in which our
discussions are structured is around putting

out our magazine. W e discuss topics which
people within the group are interested in
writing about or have written about. It's about
developing our own ideas and politics.
Recently some of the discussions we've had
have centred around comm  unity education,
women in activism, domestic violence,
women-only organising and 'exploring f amily
structures' for example. W e have a monthly
open meeting which anyone can attend.

BF: Some feminists defend pornogra -
phy and condemn anti-pornography
feminists. Does Rag have a definitive
position on pornography?

M: Rag has no def initive positions on
anything, that isn't how we work.

One of our members, T  obie, wrote an article
about sex work and that's the closest we've
come to having a discussion on pornography
so far. Many anarchists who def  end sex work
come from a perspective that sex work ers
(including those who mak e porn | guess)
should unionise and get better working
conditions and security etc. The idea is that
many women chose to work in the sex
industry and this is a valid choice. A good
while back, before issue #1, we watched a
film called 'Live Nude Girls Unite' about the
Lusty Lady in San Francisco and discussed
the issues that came up in the f iim.

| guess personally | was pretty into what
the film was saying at f irst, women can use
their bodies however they want and it can be
empowering. But even in the f  ilm there are
glances at a seedier club down the road
where women not only have to work long
hours and get judged on breast size but have
no saf ety of being behind a glass window as
those in the Lusty Lady are. Their f ear is not
that someone will video them (which is a
concern in the LL) but that they will be forced
to have sex with the bosses’ friends. It's a
whole other level. It's about physical saf ety.

Over the last year through my work | have
met a lot of prostitutes and seen f irst hand
the damage that can be done by dodgy
clients. The women | work with are
homeless drug addicts and for anyone to say
that prostitution is a choice for them or that
they are empowered by it is a jok e.

So | guess I'm saying it's complicated, there
are levels of sex work, from phone sex to
porn to prostitution. There are levels of
prostitution, one woman may be able to
choose her clients and what she will do or
not do, another hastotak e whoever/whatever
she can get. Recently | have read some more
and watched some f ilms by anarchists about
this stuf f. I'm not saying it's never a choice,
just that when a middle class academic with
a queer theory slant writes about working as
some form of sex work er, they're not
speaking for everyone.

I'm not sure | answered your original

guestion there seeing as you were asking
specif ically about porn... sorry

BF: The Catholic Church must hinder
attempts to change perceptions and

society. How do you combat it?
E&M: The Catholic church was very inf luen -
tial in the formation of the Irish state and its

legacy is enshrined in the anachronistic la ws
that still govern us. Although the inf luence of
the church is waning it still holds inf luence
in k ey sectors lik e education where almost
all schools (90% plus) are run by the Catholic
church and prioritise Catholic students.

The fact that an organisation that is
ideologically opposed to contraception,
divorce, sex outside marriage and is
fundamentally homophobic is responsible
for educating 98% plus of children in Ireland
is certainly an issue for us. Abortion is illegal
in Ireland even in cases of rape and incest.

Although homosexuality among men was
decriminalised (in 1993!), inequality and prej -
udice based on sexuality contin ues. The
impact of the church in Ireland cannot be
underestimated. While changes have been
wrought in recent decades, some aspects of

Catholic conservatism may in f act be
creeping back.

Homosexual marriage has not been
recognised here, and the only form of f amily

that is recognised by the constitution is the
nuclear f amily , which condemns single par -
ent f amilies too. The constitution is based

on the idea that everyone believes in god and
that's where our morals come from. Scarily ,
the EU is the most progressive thing to have

hit Irish la  w since the state was founded.

BF: What links do you have with other
libertarians? Are you in contact with
other anarcha-feminist groups?

M: We held our meetings in the libertarian
social centre, Seomra Spraoi, until it was
closed. W e don' really tend to work with
outer groups as Rag because as | said before
we are a publishing collective primarily . As
individuals many of us are part of dif ferent
anarchist groups.

We organised a f eminist walking tour with
Choice Ireland (a f eminist pro-choice group)
for International women's day . We wentto a
women's gathering in the North of Spain last
year and met lots of amazing women from all
around Europe.

We met lots of anarcha-f eminists but not
really any other groups except the Brighton
feminist health collective, but I'm not sure if
they consider themselves an anarchist
group. W e are organising a f eminist
gathering in May here in Ireland so hopefully
we'll meet lots more anarcha-f ~ eminists there.

BF:What is the current state of the
Irish libertarian movement?

M: It's been growing rapidly the last f ew years
and is very active at the moment. There is a
good varied mix of projects, campaigns,
groups etc. There is a social centres
gathering coming up in May and lots of great
people working on that. The Shell to Sea
campaign is ongoing working to prevent a gas
pipeline being built in the W est of Ireland,
there is a group starting up around the
Lisbon treaty because Irish people are going
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to get to v ote on it some time this summer
The Dublin anarchist bookf air was also on
recently . It's def initely a very healthy
movement at the moment.

BF: Do the libertarian groups and
federations co-operate together?

M: Yeah there is def initely some co-opera -
tion, by supporting each other , attending
each other's events and working together on
certain things there is m  utual support.
There isn't m uch antagonism anyway . There
used to be an anti-authoritarian assembly on

every month or so for a good while but they

sort of f izzled out.

It was a good way for dif ferent groups to
find out what other groups are up to, now we
wouldn't really know what other groups are
doing unless it was advertised as an open
event. Everyone was just too busy though.
There's a Grassroots Gathering, a broad
libertarian event, over the June Bank Holiday
week end so that should be a good chance for
everyone to catch up.

BF:What plans has your organisation
got for the near future?

M: We've organised a f eminist gathering in
May, the 2nd, 3rd and 4th in Leitrim, two
hours west of Dublin.

It's open for all f eminists regardless of
gender or politics (although the workshops
planned have an anti-capitalist/anarchist
slant), they idea is to mak e connections
between f eminists in Ireland and have some
in depth discussions on topics we f eel lik e
it's dif ficult to f ind time to really get into.

Rag #3 should be coming out in October ,in
time for the London anarchist bookf air as is
tradition now

We're starting to discuss the things we will
write about but we've been really busy the
last while with distribution and international
women's day , workshops and discussions,
and now the gathering...

It'll start coming together soon though so
keep and eye on our website for that and for
upcoming events, discussions etc. W e throw
a good launch party too and have some
fundraisers for the gathering coming up.

So here's our details — www .ragdublin.blog
spot.com is the temporary one until
www .ragdublin.org gets back up and
running.
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Histor y: Mar y Wollstonecr aft

by tragedy

Factfile: Mary Wollstonecraft

“Security of Property! behold in
a few words the definition of
English liberty. But softly, it is
only the property of the rich
that is secure. ”

n Born into a middle-class home, a
fall in family fortunes meant the
Wollstonecroft worked first as a
governess to make ends meet.

n She was a trailblazer when she
became an author and reviewer,
taken under the wing of publisher
Joseph Johnson.

n Her intelligence and strong
views led to her becoming
influential in some of the top
intellectual circles of the time.

n In 1792 she wrote her most
celebrated work, A Vindication of
the rights of Woman, at the age of
33.

n In 1795 she attempted suicide, as
a disasterous relationship with
Gilbert Imlay

n Following her rescue and
recovery, she fell in love with and
married William Godwin, widely
acknowledged to be a major early

(1759-1797)

MAJOR WORK: A modern edition of A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman, with a
portrait of Wollstonecraft on the cover

influence on anarchist theory.

n She died giving birth to her
second child when the placenta
broke and became infected




the respect and af fection of her male contem -
poraries.

They f elt no doubt, that she was not only
their equal, but in many respects, superior to
most of them.

“When you call yourself a friend of liberty ,
ask your own heart whether it would not be
more consistent to style yourself the
champion of Property , the adorer of the
golden image which power has set up?

“Security of Property! behold in a f ew
words the def inition of English liberty . But
softly , it is only the property of the rich that
is secure, the man who lives by the sweat of
his brow has no asylum from oppression.”

Think of the wonderful penetration in a
woman more than one hundred years ago.

Even today there are f ew among our
so-called reformers, certainly very f ew among
the women reformers, who see as clearly as

this giant of the eighteenth century . She
understood only too well that mere political
changes are not enough and do not strik e

deep into the evils of Society

Mary W ollstonecraft on passion: “The
regulating of passion is not always wise. On
the contrary , it should seem that one reason
why men have a superior judgment and more
fortitude than women is undoubtedly this,
that they give a freer scope to the grand
passion and by more frequently going astray
enlarge their minds.

“Drunk enness is due to lack of better
amusement rather than to innate vicious -
ness, crime is often the outcome of a super -
abundant Iif e.

“The same energy which renders a man a
daring villain would have rendered him
useful to society had that society been well
organised.”

Mary was not only an intellectual, she was,
as she says herself, possessed of a wayward

heart.

That is she craved love and af  fection. It

was therefore but natural for her to be

carried a way by the beauty and
passion of the Painter Fuseli, but
whether he did not reciprocate her love,
or because he lack ed courage at the
critical moment, Mary was forced to go
through her f irst experience of love
and pain.

She certainly was not the kind of a
woman to throw herself on any man's
neck. Fuseli was an easy-go-luck 'y sort
and easily carried a way by Mary's
beauty .

But he had a wif e, and the pressure of
public opinion wastoo m  uch for him. Be
itasitmay , Mary suf fered k eenly and f led
to France to escape the charms of the
artist.

Biographers are the last to understand
their subject or else they would not have
made so m uch ado of the Fuseli episode, for
it was nothing else.

Had the loud-mouthed Fuseli been as free
as Mary to gratify their sex attraction, Mary
would probably have settled down to her
normal lif e.

But he lack ed courage and Mary , having
been sexually starved, could not easily
guench the aroused senses.

However. it required but a strong
intellectual interest to bring her back to
herself. And that interest she found in the
stirring events of the French Rev olution.

However , it was before the Fuseli incident
that Mary added to her V indication of the
Rights of Man the V  indication of the Rights of
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By Emma Goldman in 1911 O



No god, no boss,



Histor y: La Vo z de la Mujer

and no husband

n Founded in 1896, La Voz de la Mujer lasted almost exactly a year,
selling thousands of copies

n The paper’s stance was particularly attractive to women workers in
Buenos Aires, La Plata, and Rosario

n Largely drawn from and influenced by the ranks of Spanish emigres, La
Voz de La Mujer was staunchly anarchist-communist

n The paper was written almost exclusively by women, a marked change
from the existing anarchist presses which were often male-dominated

n The paper drew a mixed response from male anarchists, with some
praising the paper’s militant outlook, while others shamefully shouted
‘when we men are emancipated and free, we shall see about yours'.

By lain McKay



26 Comment: Frenc h Strik es

Hypocrisy, elitism and
communism In France



JE DESOLESakozy’s plans are not well liked By lain McKay



NoO r eal cause



for optimism

n KRAS The Confederation of
Revolutionary Anarcho-Syndicalists,
was founded in August 1995, and is
affiliated to the International
Workers Association. Publications
include Black Star, and Direct
Action

Website: kras.fatal.ru

n Moscow’s Anarchist Black Cross
was refounded in January 2008,
following a spate of detentions

from the authorities

n The Kazan Anarchists Alliance ,
one of the oldest post-USSR
groups, was established in 1989 in
the Russian province of Kazan in
Tataristan

n Autonomous Action is an

anarchist-communist group found - labelled as terrorists by the state,

ed in January 2002, in Novgorod. involved in arson attacks and
Among others, the group publishes b?rlngbéggs during the Chechen war
0 .

the magazine Autonomy and
newspaper Situation.

Website: avtonom.org n Basic translations of web
n New Revolutionary Alternative material can be done using
is or was an insurrectionist group, google.com/translate
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Revie w: War on Democr

acy

By T om Jennings

@
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Review: Horizontalism




32 Revie w: Anti-Bolshe vik Comm unism

Review: Stripping Marxism of Its
Bolshevik currents




n Born 1904 in Pomerania, Germany
and raised in Berlin by class-
conscious parents.

n Member of the Spartacists' Freie
Sozialistiche Jugend aged 14.

n Trained as a toolmaker .
Apprentices' delegate at Siemens
plant Workers Council during
German Revolution in 1918. Arrested
many times.

n Joined KAPD (Kommunistische
Arbeiter Partei Deutschlands) in

1920.

n Forged links with the AAU

(Allgemeine Arbeiter-Union) and the Parliamentary Communist

AAUD (Allgemeine Arbeiter-Union Federation) in Britain.

Deutschlands). Contact made with n Workplace militant, writer and

Jan Appel and Otto Ruhle. lecturer. Books include, Marx and

n Emigrated to USA in 1926 - main - Keynes: The Limits of a Mixed
taining links with KAPD and AAU in Economy; Critique of Herbert
Germany. Marcuse - The One Dimensional Man
n Attempted to unite German work - in Class Society; Economics, Politics
ers' groups in US. Including reviving and the Age of Inflation. Last manu -
Chicagoer Arbeiterzeitung - once script, Marxism - Last Refuge of the
edited by August Spies. Bourgeoisie, posthumously edited

n Member of the IWW for a while. and published by his son, Paul

Then formed own council commu - Mattick jnr.

nist group and founded the journal n Conducted International lecture
International Council tours well into his seventies on
Correspondence in 1934. Forged links ~ Marx's critique of political economy
with Dutch and German council and the history of the workers
communists and the APCF (Anti- movement

By Ade Dimmick O



34 Revie w: Chur chill' s cr usade

By Ade Dimmick



How revolution
lost ItS way (at 2)



36 Anal ysis: The R ussian R evolution (par t2)
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38 Anal ysis:

The R ussian R ev olution

The second assault, despite huge heroism from the sailors, was
sucessful with the Bolsheviks using white camoflage clothing and many more troops.

By lain McKay Q

1. Six Theses on the Immediate Tasks of the Soviet
Government, contained in The Immediate Tasks of
the Soviet Government, (Progress Publishers,
Moscow, 1970), p. 44

2. Aves, p. 17 and p. 30

3. The Threatening Catastrophe and how to avoid it
(Martin Lawrence Ltd., undated), p. 38 and p. 37

4. Selected Works, vol. 2, p. 636

5. Thomas F. Remington, Building Socialism in
Bolshevik Russia: Ideology and Industrial
Organisation 1917-1921 (University of Pittsburgh
Press, London, 1984), p. 38

6. Brinton, p. 36 and pp. 18-9

7. William G. Rosenberg, Russian Labour and
Bolshevik Power, p. 116

8. William G. Rosenberg, "Workers' Control on the
Railroads and Some Suggestions Concerning Social
Aspects of Labour Politics in the Russian Revolution”,
pp. D1181-D1219, The Journal of Modern History, vol.
49, no. 2, p. D1208, p. D1207, p. D1213 and pp. D1208-
9

9. Silvana Malle, The Economic Organisation of War
Communism, 1918-1921 (Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1985), p. 232-3 and pp. 269-75

10. Carmen Sirianni, Workers' Control and Socialist
Democracy (Verso/NLB, London, 1982), p. 109
11.Getzler, p. 185

12.quoted by Getzler, p. 183

13.Getzler, Kronstadt 1917-1921: The Fate of a Soviet

Democracy (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
1983), pp. 207-8

14. Paul Avrich, Kronstadt 1921 (W.W. Norton and
Company Inc., New York, 1970), p. 181

15.Unlike Lenin's capitalist NEP, the Kronstadt rebels
demanded no market for labour in agriculture and

so their vision for agriculture was socialist in nature.
16. Avrich, pp. 75-6

17.Tony CIiff, Lenin: The Revolution Besieged, vol. 3
(Pluto Press, London, 1978); V. R. Berghahn, Modern
Germany: society, economy and politics in the twen
tieth century, 2nd ed. (Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1987).

18. Kropotkin, Conquest of Bread (Elephant Editions,
Catania, 1985), p. 70



Anal ysis: The R ussian R ev olution 39

Incolour : The Russian r evolution
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