
OUR FUTURE.
 IN OUR HANDS.

Not only must our immediate needs be met, we 
also need to be involved in the rebuilding of 
our city and our lives. 

With the government's “Emergency Rule” still in 
force, we are at serious risk being shut out of 
any  consultation  regarding  matters  that  will 
have potentially huge impact on our collective 
futures.  Already,  as  we  have  seen  in  recent 
times  of  crisis,  the  government  is  using 
“Emergency  Rule”  to  ram  through  unpopular 
laws, change policies, alter taxes and levies to 
favour the rich, “cut through the red tape” and 
otherwise  get  away  with  things  that  would 
normally be unacceptable:

We can't let this happen!

Get  together  with  your  neighbours,  attend 
community  meetings,  pressure  politicians  and 
above all take direct action to force concessions 
from those in authority.

DEMOCRACY DEMANDS 
ACCOUNTABILITY!

Fundamentally, no matter how many promises 
politicians  make,  we  can  do  more  to  help 
ourselves when we act together in the interests 
of  our  own  communities.  Politicians, 
bureaucrats  and  councillors  have  their  own 
agendas, and nothing they say or do should be 
taken at face value. Let's help ourselves!
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THE WORST IS OVER
It  is  now just  over one month since Otautahi 
Christchurch  was  rocked  by  a  massive 
earthquake. In this quake, nearly two hundred 
people were killed, many  more injured, homes 
were destroyed, iconic buildings laid to waste, 
jobs  lost  and  the  city's  infrastructure  was 
smashed.

While  the  government,  Civil  Defence  and 
Christchurch  City  Council  focused  their 
attention on the CBD, many families - especially 
in  the  hard-hit  Eastern  Suburbs  –  found that 
just like after the first earthquake, they were left 
out  when  it  came  to  getting  much-needed 
supplies  and  services  (most  notably  toilet 
facilities) back up and running.

Despite  the  horror  and  carnage,  in  the 
immediate aftermath of this disaster the people 
of Christchurch have proved themselves to be 
great  neighbours  to  one  another;  pulling 
together and helping each other to make sure 
that  everyone's  needs  were  met  as  best  as 
possible under the circumstances. 

Now  that  the  immediate  danger  has  passed, 
new  problems  are  emerging:  job  losses;  an 
increase  in  domestic  violence;  isolation  and 
depression.  Some  areas  are  still  without 
essential  services;  travel  around  town  is 
difficult;  food and fuel  prices are high.  Many 
people are finding day-to-day life very tough.

These are problems which we must deal with – 
because we are in the best position to deal with 
them!

WHAT YOU CAN DO
It is vitally important that we don't retreat into 
our daily lives without making sure that those 
around us are safe,  healthy and able to carry 
on,  too.  To  this  end,  it  is  important  that 
families,  friends  and  neighbours  continue  to 
stand  by  each  other,  showing  the  same 
solidarity  and  determination  that  saw  us 
through our most difficult hour.

In  forming  a  community  union, residents 
collectively organize to fight for their rights and 
interests. It is a forum by which inhabitants can 
raise issues that affect them, while providing a 
means of directly involving people in the life of 
their own communities to collectively solve the 
problems  facing  them.  In  this  way,  politics 
becomes part  of  daily  life,  not  separated into 
something done by 'experts' (i.e. politicians).

Some things that neighbours can do to help:

☑ Organize  a  neighbourhood  assembly/ 
meeting,  which  becomes  a  forum  for 
decision making, and draw up a confidential 
list of everyone and their contact details.

☑ Be sure to include all households, especially 
neighbours  that  are  elderly,  those  with 
disabilities  or  health conditions,  those who 
have  small  children  or  who  are  pregnant, 
and those who may not speak English as a 
first language.

☑ Elect someone from the block/group as your 
contact  person  ('Street  Delegate')  –  this 
person  will  be  answerable  to  local 
community residents.

☑ As  a  group,  take  stock  of  your  resources; 
water,  food,  cellphones,  gas  for  cooking, 
medical supplies, etc. Divide up tasks – for 
example, it is more efficient for one or two 
persons  to  be  responsible  for  travel  to 
replenish  a  resource  rather  than  for  each 
household to do this individually.

☑ Make a note of people with relevant skills in 
the area. It is important to offer your skills to 
your neighbours,  rather than waiting to be 
asked; some people may be too embarrassed 
to ask for help directly. 

☑ Make a map of the area available showing 
where there are services/resources, e.g. where 
portaloos  are  located,  or  where  chemical 
toilet waste can be disposed of.

☑ If possible, try and get in touch with families 
who  may  have  left  their  homes  to  stay 
elsewhere: Make sure they are aware of any 
relevant developments that may affect them, 
such  as  notices  of  inspection  that  may 
appear on their properties.

☑ Keep talking to one another.  If  someone is 
not  coping,  becomes  ill,  or  is  acting 
suspiciously or abusively, then try to resolve 
the situation collectively with neighbours.

☑ Organize car-pools with others in your street 
to  save  petrol:  for  example,  dropping 
children off to schools could be done on a 
rotating roster; adults working in the same 
area of the city could share a lift.

☑ Continue to boil tap water for drinking until 
further  notice.  (A  rolling  boil  for  at  least 
three minutes!)

☑ Keep your emergency kit well stocked – there 
may be need for it if another quake happens.


