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THE TRUE DIRECTION OF MORAL
PROGRESS. g

Broadly stated, the functional basis of morals
appears to be the perpetuation of human develop-
ment. This development presentsitself under two
aspects : (1) The evolution of society as a whole ;
(2) The evolution of the social or super-personal
unpulses, emotions, and tendencies in individuals.
“Virtue”, functionally considered, amounts to the
maintenance of huma%ity’s fitness for survival, so
tar as this maintenancé{may be secured by the so-
cialisation of individualg through the medium of
their own conduct. 'Phat character is ‘“moral”
which (whatever the tbrmulated principle recog-
nised by its owner) issues in conduct conducive to
the well-being, not necessarily of the personal
agent, but of his kind : which keeps man at the
head of things, and elevates his headship.
motive is ‘moral” which implies a desire to exhi-
bit such conduct, so far as the owner knows how.
Just in proportion as the desires and purposes of
the individual lead him to conform to social re-
quirements and to merge self, the person, in self

thie social unit, can he obtain a virtual mastery. |

over his conditions. Happiness consists in such
mastery ; rectitude in the conformity which leads
to 1t.

It the function of morals be thus to subserve the
interests of the community, those motives and
principles must be most moral which concern themn-
selves most closely with the welfare of the com-
munity, and which have least regard to considera-
tions mndifferent to that welfare. The most moral
belief, agaim, must be that which tends to the in-
stitution of such social motives and principles ;
and which, in its indirect effect on the emotions of
its followers, brings his will increasingly under
their power.

A high degree of enlightenment and prosperity,
or switt progress towards it, commonly accom-
panies the high estimnation of such principles as
self-government, sympathy, and equity. The latter
egpecially 1s the crowning virtue of civilisation.
From first to lust moral advance appears to have
consisted wder varying guises in the slow sur-
rmounting, not of individual distinctions, but of
personal considerations; in the gradual lessening
of the weight of special interests; whether egoistic
or altruistic, in the balauce of morally accredited
motives, and in increasing the preponderance of
what are virtually race-instinets as a compelling
agency In the conscious lives of individuals. In
" states  preeminently civilised we find teachers,
governments, and even public opinion busy, more
or less ¢onsciously and more or less successfully,
with the inculcation of ends and the institution of
restrictions bearing directly on the products of in-
dividual character and conduct, as affecting the
vital resonrvces, not of the agent per se, but of the
oomnm . mty; the interests of the agent being in-
oluded only in proportion to his capability of
development in social conditions.

That

Society is no impersonal structure ; neither as
regards the reqnirements of its development is it a
merely magnified person; but it is a great super-
personal organism, into which the self-hood of

“every one of its units enters, not merely as a modi-

fying influence or a supplementary end, but as an
essential ingredient. The requirements of society
include, while transcending, the requirements of
the individual, and, when supplied, yield what is
felt as an improved quality of happiness to each
individual who lives in practical recognition of his
share in a larger life than his own.

Men are slow to learn that even their own glory
must play second fiddle to the wants of a solidify-
ing community, although it is a happy thing for
themselves and for the community when at last
they do learn it.  Life is at last simplified and
beautified, and many faults of character with their
attendant miseries vanish spontaneously when the
individual learns to (find himself, and) content
himself in what Emerson calls “his social and
delegated quality "—when he sees that whatever
“‘respects the individual is temporary and prospec-
tive, like the individual, who is ascending out of
his limits into a catholic existence.” el

L. S. BeviNeTON.

[The above article was the last received from our Comrade, and was sent us
shortly before her death.]

ANARCHIST PRISONERS IN FRANCE
AND ITALY.

The use of sending Socialists into parliament is illustrated
by the present political situation of France, where the Socialist
deputies uphold the so-called Radical ministry of M. Bourgeois,
who, of course, whilst on other occasions reeking with Socialist
phraseology, has just now paid a visit of homage to the brother
of the Russian autoerat, and handed in his credentials of
political “respectability’” in the form of the expulsion of our
Comrade Kropotkin from France. He may be quite sure that
this will not shake the support he is getting from the so-caled
Socialist deputies, and he could also easily have shown to the
representative of the Tsar that France is rivalling in her treat-
ment of political prisoners in Cayenne with the finest exploits
of Russian despotism iu the foitress prisons of Russia and
Polaud and the mines in Siberia. '

Documents which prove this again, are published in Pouget’s
“La Sociale”, of March 8. A Cyvoct, in 1888, the editor of an

Anarchist paper of Lyons, was tried there in 188% for having - -

written an article, published a short time before a bomb explo-
sion, and was—although no connection between his article and
his person and the explosion could be proved— sentenced to
death, graced to transportation for life, and is still at New.
Caledonia, whilst every ministry, including the present semi-
Socialist cabinet, refuse to have his case re-examined !

- Another example.. A comrade at Cayenne was, ten months
ago, condemved to death, but no ministry has np to now.

‘decided on the day for his éxecution.~ French convicts are

executed without previous notice being given them—-they are
taken from their rooms in the early morning and hurried to the
guillotine.  Our Comrade has been waiting for, and expecting,
that early call every morning for the past ten months, His
name is Lorion : and since his fate is tvpical of the hardships
of an Anarchist propngandist we will t«ll shortly the chief inci-
dents of his life.
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- When still a boy,
and the police then put him away in a reformatory for several
Years. Having thus experienced what the fraternal care of the
State: does for the people, chiefly’ for those who dare to think,
be became at last free, and f)egan the life of a “trimardeur,” an
Anarchist on the tramp,
whereever he goes.
political selfseckers in the ranks of

’ eIectioneering Socialists,
- <hiefly at Lille, where

Marxism had some adherents. When he

was obliged to leave the town— being prosecuted for a speech he

had made, these Marxian Socialists, knowing that he could not
show himself in the town, published tbat he was a spy. Upon
‘this, however, he returaed from Havre where he had taken
refuge, called a public meeting to expose his calumniators, and

when the police arrested him he fired at them ; for this he was

seutenced to ten years’ transportation. This happened in 1890,
and is recorded, together with his speech when on trial, in the
“ Revolte” of Nov. 15, '90, and Jan. 3, '91.

When, in 1894, the Anarchist convicts at Cayenne were
goaded into revolt, in order to decimate or if possible murder
them wholesale (see LiperTY of April 1895), Lorion was picked
out as oue who should pay with his life for being undaunted in
mind and speech by four
hell.

What bappens in France, it is said, is still to some degree

under the control of public opinion (though we see precious
little-of-3t 1) ; but once a political convict enters the ship that
transports him to Cayenne, he is at the mercy of the guapds —
human beasts, who are-practically free to shoot whom they
dislike, their pretext always being an alleged act of rebellion
or resistance. Thus, for instance, a convict who is dying is

brought by his comrades to the hospital, where a guard tells.

them to place him upon the bare floor. On one of the dying
man's friends remarking that he ought at any rate to be placed
on a bed, the guard discharged his revolver at the speaker, kill-
ing him on the spot, saying “ There, you beast, that will teach
you to hold your tongue.”
same way in which the German Emperor rewards his soldiers
(sentries) who manage to kill men or children in public—he
was promoted.
Of Lorion his defender wrote (in a letter to Lorion’s father,
which is published in full in “La Sociale”): “Your son is inno-
~vent, a hundred times innocent;  the judges themrelves, who
tourd bim guilty by a simply majority of their votes, kriow it;
but they wanted to repress the dootrines which he formerly
ardently defended,” etc— Well, the same men who in 1890
provoked his impulsive act by their calumnies, in 1896 uplmlﬁ
the ministry who deal out a ten months’ daily expectation of

death ‘to one who dared to tell the truth to the people.  To

this degree of infamy political action of the electioneering type
necessarily reduces its upholders; they becomie solidly with'a

government, labelled Progressive, or Radical, or Socialist—this
government like every other government canonly dct by crimes
or blunders; hence these unly can be the outcome of govern- |

mental Socialism in any case. - .

Another example is just to hand from Italy. _There was a
time when Mr. Gladstone described the MNeapolitan prisons.
Since then Italy is supposed to have been liberated. Yet tuday
hundreds upon hundreds of our .comrades are put away on

islands, or in out-of-the-way places, bécause no shred of evidence |
“exists against them which could euable thie government to have |
‘ You are an Anarchist, but have

them senténced to vrison. ’ b
done nothiug against the law; hence—not. you are free—-b

you will be transported fo some barren is)a,nd,,a,w:a'yr from y« F

under the

family, where you have to live on sixpence a day,

government argues and acts, until some shight attempt at rel

lion gives them the.welcome opportunity to shoot inuocent ghd | Al

brave men down like dogs.

This was done at St. Nicolo de Tremiti, 'oyny March Ist.

he used to address Anarchist meetings,

who spreads our ideas here and there,
He was a fiue speaker, and unmasked the

lian

jears of suffering in a French prison

This guard was rewarded in the

- number of comrades walked aloutsinging, their only pastime, | o

when the gendarwes interfered with them, 'prQ#'led' them by

- archists who, like Schi

arbitrary orders, and then fired
One comrade, Arganti, was
injurcd. (See “Les Temp
When one set of mi
get is placed in office a
before. 'his has just hap;
Rudini. He has procl
imyrisoned, for the ev
nothing is heard of all
coatto ” just described,

away their lives i1
All of which s
spread our ideas.

That there is a
England and Scotl:

all proposals.
T'should Like
for Socialists of
gether, say at th
tion. If th
cause, thev
“methods
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THE WALSALL ANARCHISTS.

Tue AMNEsTY AGITATION.

)

The Home Secretary (Sir Willium White Ridley) havirg
rejected petitions, on behalf of the Walsall Anarchists, from
many towns in England, (including ove from Walsall, signed
by stipendiary magistrates and J.P.s), the Comuittee have
- resolvedsupon carrying on a vigorous agitation. 1t will be
sten by an announcenment on ‘the last page of this issue that
a meeting will be held at South Place Institute, Finsbury, on
the 22nd 1nst., at which a number of well known speakers have
proniised to be present.  We take this opportunity of express-
1y the hope that all London Anarchists will attend, and tale
with them as many as possible of their friends who are not
Aunarchists.

The agitation has—owing to the activity of the Walsall
Committee, and its hon. sec. Comrade Nicojl-—been carried on
cunergetically in the provinces, large meetings having during the
pust two months been beld at Bradford, Rochdale, Burnley,
Todmorden, Padiham, Nelson, and Derly.  Everywhere there
Lus been a genuine display of enthusiwsm iy support of the
amnesty movement, and much symypathy expressed on behalf
of the prisoners.

At a meeting held 1o Shefield, on the 13th ult., under the
auspices of the Trades Council,  Councillor Charles Hobson
presidingy, the following resolution was moved by Comrade
Moorhonse: ** That in the opinion of this Council the time has
arrived when a fresh and careful inquiry should be made by the
Howme Sveretary into the case of the three men—~Charles, Cailes,
and Battoli—convicted at Stafford Assizes on the 4th of April,
1592 under the Explosive Substunces Act, and sentenced by
Justice Hawking to ten years’ penal servitude for being in
possession of explosive substances for an unlawful objoct, with
aoview to the remission or mitigation of the sentence””  Com-
riede Moorhouse pointed out the eruclty of the sentences, which
even “The Times” admitted were severe. The men had been
led into conspiracy by an agent of the pelice under a pretext
that the were for Russia.  Thes had suffered four
vears of a sentence that the judge described as “exemplary”,
and Michael Davitt as “barbarous”.—The vesclution was duly
seconded Mr. Howard (Silversmiths), supported by Councillor
brobson, J.P.,, Mr. Meason (Bookbindersy, and Mr. Davidson,
Vice. President of the Council. and was carried unanimously.

Michael Davitt, wheu consenting fo sign a petition, wrote to
Comrade Nicoll as follows: “T willinglv sign the petition, and
Ao s0 on the ground of the barbarous sentrncesinflicted on men
who would have been adequately punished by six months’ im-
prisonment.”

(‘/JISTXUZ‘_’;S

THE PARIS COMMUNE.
LONDON ANARCHISTS' COMMEMORATION MEETING

A Public Meeting, arranged by London Anar-
chists, in commemoration of the Paris Commune,
was held o1 the 19th ult. The hall of the Working
Men’s Ciulb and Union, Clerkenwell Road, was
filled with «wa enthusiastic audience, and the pro-
ceedings from beginning to end were of an exceed-
mgly satisfactory and encouraging nature-—from
the Anarchist as well as from some other poiuts of
view.

The proceedings were commenced by

Cowrade Quinn, who, in the the course of an effective speech,
axked the question, What led to the declaration of the Com.
mune’
refusal to permit State interference, it was an Anarchistic
revolt agiiust the powers of government. For five months
Paris had moaned through famine, had seen her powers for
defence tured aside, and her welfare sacrificed by the treachery
of thr wiciches and the mercenary scoundrels she had been put
in su juction to. Paiis capitulated to the Prussians, who

enterew the city on Febroary 28, 1871, Paris, however, re- | troops.

mained armed. It was recognised that this was a danger to
governmentalism. Thiers, the head of the Frengh Govgrnmeut,
resolved to disarm the inhabitants of the cannon which they

. bad themselves bought or made, and for which they were by no

i menns indebted to the State.

Thiers called upon themn to give

-up this property to the State—he desired to nationalise it. Buy

' the Commune was a short one, and as sad as it was short.
' was however enriched by bright and shining examples of self-
- sacrifice and martyrdom for principle.
. Anarchists should regret the failure of the Commune, but on
. the other hand they had much to remember with gladness
. in the nobility of the men and women of the Commune,
' whom no amount of mere military reverses could ever possibly

That led to
That was a

the Parigians refused to surrender their cannon,
the declaration, the formation of the Commune.

| point in the history of the Commune which was often conveni-

ently lost sight of by the. authoritarian Socialist, who could

~always be relied on to show an utter want of logic and consis-
| tency in word and action.
| spoke highly of the Communards who fought and died in oppo-
| sition to State interfercnce with their cannon; as legal Social-
| ists they actnally went out of their way™to commemorate an
| “lllegal” Commune; although worshippers of constitutionalism
- they glorified an unconstitutional event; professing to be re-
" spectable props of the State they extolled to the skies—and
| rightly—a seditious insurrection of the so-called ragtag and
| bobtail of Paris!
" was illegal was its brigltest crown of glory—that it was un-

The nationalisers year ‘after year

To Anarchists, the fact that the Commune

constitutional was its diadem of immortality. The history of
It

It was but natural that

disgrace. It was but natural that Anarchists should mourn a

. time of so much death and agony, but they had much also to

rejoice over in the sublimity of purpose manifested by the Paris

i Communists, those pioneers of freedom, whose actions exalted
. them far above the mere whirl and storm of the revolutionary
i period in which they lived.

People who made half revolutions

. dug their own graves, and left behind them only a memory of
. regret; butlin the case of the Paris Communists the regret was
| tempered with a feeling of intense satisfaction in their luminous
. enthusiasm, which still lights the way to progress, and in their
- glorious attempt to realise the loftier aspirations of an oppressed

people. There were many lessons to be learnt from the Com.
mune. The Communards, when they knew they would fail,
were still prepared to remain steaifast to their principles, and
to die for them if necessary. Hard necessity called upon them

- to lay down their lives, and they answered the call with courage

and cheerfulness. They were men who might well be imitated.
They were not filled with an unsteady rage, but with a marvel-
lous resolution; they were not men of uncalenlating rashness,
but men of cocl and collected courage. They bad the qualities
necessary to ensure success in a revolutionary struggle. They

- were not men to be led by the hallot, lut men of bold thought

- and bolder action.

He (the speaker) hoped that remembrance
of the Commune would encourage Anarchists to deeds as great
and as undvivg, and lead them to be prepared for the time
which might be coming more quickly than many anticipated,

- and which might call npon “some to live and sume to die.”’

Comrade Kitz spoke in roughlv saveastic but thoroughly
deserved censorious terms of the “jingoism” applauded at the
music halls.

| character, and instigated by tlre wretched commercialism that
. thought more of finding a murket for its shoddy goods than of

. payiong its workhands a proper wage.

Soldiers became patriots
at a bob a-day, and were rewarded with sawdust glory. That
was the sort of thing the politicians and the officials were de.

uding the public with, and all they showed as a result was the

listory (he said) answered by asserting that it wasa :

i

. German

- oceasional eruel massacre of men, women, and children, the -.

destruction of their homes, and the anunexation of their lands.
Comrade Presbery read a letter from Peter Kropotkin, ex-

cusing his non-attendance at the meeting on the ground of

ill helth, but trosting that the proceeding would he a marked

su-cess Comrade Presthery said the fall of the Commune

might be described as a slwughter through a slaughter. The
army had iuflicted a  terrible massacre unon

Cthe French, and, the Inst for blood not having run its course,

the Froneh work s had been slaughtered.  'The defeat of the
French bad resulted in the ertrv into Paris of the German
To a Ligh-spirited people Like the Krench such

He said Eogland’s wars were now of a most petty . .
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humiliation was insufferable. The d.feat of their Lrothers in
battle, the taking possession of their city—togethir with other
rimilar events, had given birth to desperation, to disgnst with
the rubiug powers, and—to the Commune, The Counnune had
Lot been defeated—iv had’ been crushed. It had soucht only

to live; it had not been aggressive; its very lack of the spirit

of revenge had constituted one of its features of greatness.
I‘L had dispiayed the Anarchistic spirit of resistance, as against
the revenze exercised by governments. Anarchists preached
rebellion, resistance, but not revenge. Revolutions were not
accomplished by pitched battles of violence; they came about
slowly with the change of opinions, and with the growth of
Euowledge. The next Commune: would not be confined to one
city—it would be a world-wide Commune. ‘The only real
secnrity for its pertnavent existence would be the fact that it
was noecessary to the realisation of the hest social theories.
Firstly there would have to be a desire—in other words,
sincerity ; secondly, understanding; and thirdly, determination,
from avhich action would becowe inevituble. That was the
lesson all peoples were learning, consciousiy or unconsciously,
and from which would spring the realisation of that life for
which the French Communists fought and £-11, and on behalf of
which Anarchists and vthers were now striving.

Mrs. Krane (of Canning Town) appeared next, and made a
a most effective speech, emphasing the value of the actions of
the Communards from a woman's point of view, and urging her
hearers to give the principles of Aunarchism careful study.

William Banham =aid that Avarchists defended the men
and women of 1871 because thev fully understood and fully
svmpathised with their aims and aspirations.

The average |
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¢ theless the work of spreading ideas had progressed.

man, who did not know hew the Comwunists foucht, strucgled,

and died for economie freedom, could not be expected to have
much sympathy with them in their heroic revolt against the
svstem which had produced such inhuman creatures as Thiers
xud his supporters.  ‘The omwmune bad failed only because
the people —after relying on their own initistive 2ud their own
spontaneos actions in juaugnrating the Commune —created a
government, which wcted, ws all goveranents dv and from their
very natnre wust do, aguinst the popular iuitiative.  Like
otlier governments, it begun by protecting property, and for
that reason alone it wight be claimed that the operation of the
principle of authority was the wost Jdirect cause of the fuilure
of the Commune. The vovernment of the Commune had been
formed on a really Jdemocratic bLasis—as much so as it was
possible for any government o be; all the popularleaders were
elected; but it wus ouly too well known now how they wasted
their time in prrsoual decorations.  Such facts ought to form a
wood lesson for State Socialists, who put so much faith in
political action aud governmental regulation.  Although An-
archists pointed out the mistakes of the Paris Communists,
they did not—they could not Llame them. What Anarchists
could and would do would be to recognise those mistilkes, and
do their best to avoid u repetition of them; and thus belp on
the coming Social Revolution, and inaugurate the successful
(Commune —the Anarchist Commune, He (the speaker) asked
each and of those present to take an active part s Anarchistie
propaganda. The present state of public affairs offrred many
excellent opportunitivs to the revolutionary party.  If wovern-
ments continued their insane and cruel war policy a chauce
would be afforded fur striking a blow at the capitalist sytemn,
which if properly wimed—with the necessary audacity and de-
termination, would have Jgood results, and show to the world
that Anarchists could work for as well as earnestly desire the
gpeedy deposition of the grossest foruw of moncpoly.

John Turper having spoken,

James Tochatti said, that night the principle of the
right to rebel had been dwelt upon and emphasized, and the
oft repeated accusation that the Communards were monsters

of iniquity, or madmen with Utopian ideasincapable of realisa-
tion, had been disproved.  The perfect order that had existed
during the Commune had been proved, and alsv the abiiity of

working wen to manage their own affairs. Their selection of |

the comrade to fill the office of postmaster-general was u case
in point, for he had performed the duties n such a way as to
compel admiration even from his encmies. Lhat blood was

41

spilt was no fault of the Communards; they were justified in
fighting for the right to order their own life. As Parisians
they were fighting tor the right to manage Puas —emuch as the

County Council might manage London; aud thev fought with”

a heroisin, which even men like Archibald Forbes had to admit.
The accusation of brutality aud wanton sluughter might with

¢ more truth be hurled at the Versailles troops, for history re.
corded them as driving the Communards step by step, with

inhumun slaughter to the Pere la Chaise, where the wounded,
the dring, and the dead wers thrown intoa large hole, aud
hours afterwarls the sarth with which they were covered cou’d
be seen woving, ’
been the battle erouud of seatiment, and that her sons had
fought and died for liberty. In France the ery was * Vive la
Commune,” and in the hearts of Enghshmey that cry would lw
re-echoed, for they must all know full well that the time wux
coming when they also mwigat hve to fizht for the realisation
of their ideas. '

Louise Michel, whose appearance was greeted with mest
hearty cheers, said they were on that vce asicn ommemorating
the twenty sixth anniversary of March 18, *71.° Those who
ignored the date might, however, still fancy themselves under
the Empire, with its guillotine, its murders in Caycrne and an
Madagascar, and its capitalism, which latter was more crushing
than ever. The only difference between the present and the
past wag, that one tyrant had been replaced by many. Never-
The
governments of Kurope could no longer slaughter in their owa
immediate territories—they had been driven to carry on thewr
butcheries in Africa and in Asia. The most down-trodden an.d
most miserably governed of all peoples—the Latin race, wouil
be the first to rise in rebellion, or if they failed to do so they
would be crushed out of existence. She therefore hailed the
social revolutions now in progress in Franee, Italy, and Span.
The deeas of tyrants sowed the seeds of revolt.  In 1471
Bonaparte plunged his country into war in order to strengthen
his tottering authority by victory, or, in case of defeat, hoping
that his throue would be propped up by the victors.. Frauce,
indignant, rose in her shume, and the Commune was originated.
At that time Internationalists had dreamed of universal peace.
Now they were dreaming, not only of peace but of liberty—of
men being both conscious and free, acting justly towards one
another, witbout fear of punishment or hope of reward. Did
they think that science, discoveries, everything that mukes
humanity powerful and intelligent, were for the few ouly?
Certainly nut.  The only true woniversary of the Commuue
would be wheu all nations would he free, and would reap the
benefits of science.  Nevertheless, they could cokkga’te'March
the 18th as the rising sun of liberty ; they could celebrate those
Lioudy duys in May, for the vietims on that oceasion died gludly
for liberty's sake. I conclusion, she would say, Long live the
time when mensshould be free, uud the duy when all would Le
hapry, intelligent, and good.’

R.Rocker made (in Gerwan) a few emarks, and E. Leggatt
added souie terse comments. The proceediugs were then closed.

Hevry Ssrmoun will deliver an address at the Brotherhioud
Church, Tamworth Road, Croydon, on Sunday, the 19th inst.,
at 3 p.m., on * Free Currency.” Discussion invited.

Graseow.—On the 10th of May, a debate between H. Li.

Duncan, of Aberdeen, and G. Bruce Glasier, on * Will repro-

sentative government be necessary under Socialism ", wiil tike
place iu the Albion Hall.  Kier Hardie will preside.
sbould be an intellectual treat for Glasgow comrades.

Frrg SeEecH 1N Danaxr.— London comrades, and lovers
fairplay generally, are asked to fally in strong foree wt Deptterd

Rroudway every Sunday, at 7 pan, sharp, to help maintain
order @t the weetings, and asgist the locul comrades in uphobd-
ing the liberty of speech, now endangered by a gung of chris-
tian rowdics, who, unable to reason, resort to such cowurdly
tricks as kicking, blackguardism, insult, and ‘disturbence.
Now then, comrades, rally in large numbers, and form a strong
guard rvund thoe platform.

Woll might it be said that Pars had ever -

Thow

wep

]
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EETWEEN OURSEL VES.

During a lecture on “Wowen and Socialism,”
recently given by Herbert Burrows, he claimed
that if women had equal voting power with men
they would be in" a position to say who should be
the father of their children, and also that they
woula not then be compelled—as they are today—
to subiiit to the embraces of husbands whom they
despise.  The lecturer wene-on to state that, as in
his opinion pure Communistic-Anarchism was not
[.kely to come Into existence for many centuries,
iowonld be as well if) in the immediate future, it

were permissable formen and women to enter ito |

win rlage agreements which should simply require
recognation by the authority for the time being,
and which should include provisions for the main-
tenance of the children that could be strictly en-
forced. In all this, as will be noticed, Burrows
scarcely got within sight of real liberty : his mind,
and consequently his expressions, were environed
with authoritarianism and the necessity for ac-
knowledging the exisience of ‘‘ proputty, proput-
ty.” He was oblivious of the fact that today all
good intentions are wrecked by legislaticn, and
his support of the principle of continually relying
on written law was us pernicious as could well be.
Why not trust to the fullest likerty of action, and
rely on the natural instincts of men and women as
regards their children ? But. no : Comrade Bur-
rows is still hammpered with the idea that human
nature can be made “good” only by Acts of Par-
lintnent.

In commenting on a poem, entitled *“ The Fuac-
tory Gurl's Last Day,” our contemporary Justice
says U1t will serve to remind thew (Lancashire
colrades) of what vnrestricted capitalism is capa-
ble, and of the condition of things the respectable
Anarchists of the Liberty and Property Defence

“Lieague type would like to see re-established.”

Huas our contemporary made a discovery by which
thoso of l.ontgen and Nansen are put completely
in the shade ?  An “Anarchist of the L. aud P. D.
I type ! \We cannot even imagine the existence
of such ainwhortion.  Of course our Social Demo-
cratic fiiend, owing to nervous depression caused
by the rajad spread of Anarchist ideas, may be
suffering from *illusions,” or he may be in the
society of innumerable “‘spooks,” but that he huas

any knowledge of an Anarchist of the type he men-
tions is not possible. .

At a recent lecture at Fulham, given under
the auspices of the I. L. P. it was gratifying to
observe—during the discussion that followeG—-
that the belief in coercion as a necessary factor
in Socialisin was losing strength even amongst
Democratic Socialists.  The belief dies hard, as
do all such antiquated superstitions. Under free
Sociulisiu it is however boumd-to-disappear.  And
80 also nrust that somewhat amusing but pertina-
cious and ubiquitvus opponent of Anarchisw, who

fails to see in Anarchist-Communism anything but

a contradiction and an Impossibility. This indi-
vidual never gets beyond a parrot-like reiteration
of statements which in his ignorance he thinks are
arguents. His patient listeners are becoming
féwer day by day.

Let all comnrades turn up in good force at South
Place Iustitute, on Wedanesday, April 22nd., to
enter a protest against the continual imprisonment
of the Walsall victims of Scotland Yard machina-
tions. The recent decision of the Howe Secretary
upon the case only strengthens the Anarchist
contention that all officials are necessarily corrupt,
however they may try to disguise the fact by their
plausible pretences. If the police get up an An-
archist plot, as they did in this case, at the rate-
payers’ expense, a Home Secretary is bound to
whitewash the scoundrels; and perpetuate their
dastardly work. Government could not hold to-
gether for very long unless this were so.  All go-
vernment officials are hund in glove by the neces-
sities of their existence ; like maggots on a dust-
heap, they only thrive on corruption. —

From the ordinary political point of view, it is
preposterous that a person like Sir Matthew White
Ridiey should occupy the position of Home Secre-
tary. We are notin love with lawyers, hut if there
1s one office more than another which is pre-emi-
nently a legal one, 1t 18 that of Home Secretary.
The present Home Secretury is only an amateur
lawyer, but he draws the pay—extorted from the
taxpayers—of & man who understands his business.

His recent decision in the Maybrick case—a case

simiiar to the Walsall one, in that the verdict was
only secured by evidence manufactured by the
police—will make his name stink in the nostrils of.
a growing section of the public, who know that
this unfortunate woman is only detained in order
to cover up the corruption of the police, which

would surely be exposed the moment she became-
free.

The Home Secretary must feel pretty small
in the face of the Lord Chi® Justice’s recent pub-
lic expression that ‘ the prisoner ought to be re-
leased.”

[

It is nigh time that some one started a Commit-

tee of Public Safety, to protect innocent people -

N
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against the outrages of the pelice, and their father- demning the a
flyprosecco: the Howe Secyetary. Up to the conu- tion"’?,—th'e,(«\:p :
rencement of the present reign, the Privy Couneil | of the Nutionnl Uy
was the only court of/criming] appeal, and, except ' busy just now giv
tor political offences, was really one of the best 'C‘Iai‘inSftbn‘spé- :
arraligen.ents  known in the " administration of  We riay use a sl
Justice in criminal cases; we wean, of course, | be “in the kno

- taking the present anomalous system as we find it. | for English cap
The Sovereign wus the president of this court; ' millions a ves
but in consequence of the disgusting cuses which | the Transvia
occasionally came before the court for considera. pastoral m

- tton, 1t was considered that an Act should be passed  tion’. The
exclpiing the Queen from attending the Council audacity to
i1 persen, and delegating her authority to the per- plunder, a1
on of the Howe Secretary.  Such an Act was .
passed ; since which tiine there has been a continual
encroaciment of irresponsible authority by succes-
sive Home Seeretaries, and now we have the fact
staring us in the face, in spite of all the twaddle
ubout our free institutions, that the liberties and
lives of every one of us are virtually in the hands
of one man, and that man such an one as the Home
Secretary. ; X

Hence the ru
capitalists’,
civic equali

results
the cap
| capitalis

A so-called “Liberal” campaign has been com-
menced in the Home counties, and at one of the .1
meetings' a leading speaker said, . “Property had workine
rights, and those rights must be preseivéd ; but festilio
the rights of humanity ought to receive due con. | g o
sideration.”  Please mark the nice distinction as |
to the treatment of humwanity’s richts and the rights |
of property ! The latter “must” be preserved: |
the forier “ought” to be considered. The old idea, |
the old principle—Property first, Humanity any- |
where.  This is the Liberalistu which is held upas
the panacea for humanity’s sufferings and wrongs,
us the only weapon the “advanced politicians’” of ;
this age of christianity and civilisation can forge
for the destruction of humanity’s fetters. |
- Another speaker said “‘Liberalism was not an |
alstract gospel : it was a spirit that recognised that = &
there were many things to do—that wen had rights =
and that they had duties.” If thisis a sample of
Liberal gospl, it is like some other gospels— of a | MWLE!
very “mixed” character. ‘At present (further | POr“
sald the same speaker) the power of the puise was
successfully contending against the power ot the | !
- people.”  Just so: truth to the very lettem! But ! °
who helps most actively to make the power of the
purse ‘‘successful”’? ‘Why, the -mealy-mouthed
politician, who not on!y preaches but acts up to
. the principle of * Properly Las rights which must
be preserved.” Anarchism says, Property has no |
rights, and that its claims in this respect must be
‘trampled under foot and abolished. Is not this
- “‘handwriting on the wall” plain enough for even
_the dullest of Liberal politicians to read, or must
1t be written in “blood red” characters? .

e e LR

; o

~ The more information obtained as to the real | wen
~ state of affairs in the Transvaal, the more reason ri

. there appears to be for utterly repudiating ghd'pm; -I'r’)ﬂgpztrbn‘lenib W
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and in the long run the holder of the purse strings
is bound to get a good deal of control”. So saysa
preliminary puff of the new Bill. We do not, how-
ever, in a copy of the Bill itself find anything to
warrant this puff. It is true there is a proposal to
give County Councils some authority for assisting
in the management and control of schools, but that
authority will be limited and always exercised
under the supervision of the ecentral Education
Department. The present deadly influence of the
priest and the bigot will not be lessened or weak-
ened in any way. In short the bill does not really
advance matters one single step towards freedom
and unsectarianism in education, and if it becomes
an Act of Parliament it will simply become one
more obstacle on the road to freedom.

Thus saith [free Life :

Before the late disturbances, the English at Johannesbarg
had prepared aud adopted a voluntary scheme of education for
their children. They were to have raised £30,000 for first
expenses, and to contribute £3,000 a year. They were wise
enough not to wait for State assistance, but to put their own
shoulders to the wheel. But of course you know what is
possible at Johannesburg is not possible in Great Britain, We
could not undertake this bit of good and righteous work in our
own fashion and at our own cost. We must be nursed by a
central department, and compelled by law and punishinents to
do the very thing that we want to do. It is odd it should be
s0: but perhaps it is the little penalty we pay for having so
many unemploved politicians about.

s

Capitalists have discovered, if not exactly a new
field yet a very tempting locality, in which to dis-
play their thieving propensities.  Burglaries, for-
geries, and other “illegal” operations are found to
produce good dividends. It appears to be the
opinion of the Scotland Yurd authorities that but
for the fact of capitalists being at the back of the
burglaring and forging fraternity these gentlemen
could not possibly carry on their extensive bnsiness

. with so much success. This may be true: the S.

*Y. people ought to know whether it is or not.  If
however they possess the knowledge they do not
put.it to a proper use, for the burglars are able to
cairy on their depredations with but very little
~molestation. Does the capitalists” influence reach
the police? Is Moncy king in Scotland Yard, as
eisewhere ? Who knows ?

It is not only at Carmeaux that the workers are
endeavouring to do their work in their own way,
and without the control of a “master’”. The New
York Brotherhood of Tailors are moving in the
same direction, having decided to use a portion of
their funds for the purpose of estaplishing their
own workshops.  When will the English trade
unionists follow so excellent an example? The
time to moveis when trade i1s lourishing, and when
strikes are not druining their resources.  But the
unionists do not seenr to care for taking this view
of t:ings. Only when oppressed by slack trade,
and their employers turn on the screw und lower
wuges, do they begin to talx of the advisability of
dcing anything for and by themsclves. And then
they are too weak to uct.

#

=

ke

Walter Crane—fittest of men for the occasion—
has been opening” an exhibition of pictures in the
Eastend of London. His remarks were to the
point. :
too often was, as a luxury—as something outside
our lives, but as something which shonld enter in-
to the education of the people. True, most true,
Comrade Crane. But how can this come to puss
so long as the homes of the masses of the people

remain what they are ? Against art exhibitions,

picture galleries, and museums we have nothing to
say. Let us bave more of them, and let them be
more easy of access. But they can enly rewove
in the smallest degree the burdens under which
the people exist today. If a picture gallery werc
opened in each of the principal streets in White-
chapel, the “cribbed, cabined, and confined” homes
of the poor in that locality would not be improved
in the least. .

Lord Hersehell—a successful lawyer, who likes
to pose as a ‘“‘progressive’’ politician—has also
opened an art exhibition in the Eastend.
so he had the effrontery to elaim that he and his
class should be designated ‘workers”. Never
(said this audacious peer) was there a time when
workers more required the spiritual refreshment
which Art could. bring : in order to love a thing
there must be the opportunity of seeing it. Pro-
found! Prodigious! With talk of this kind, men
like Lord Herschell flatter themselves they reach
the sympathies of the working classes.

—— I Q—

Tue ForTECOMING CoNGREss.—It has been arranged%to hold
a meeting of London Anarchists, on the 29th inst., at the Club
Unioun Hall, (next door to the Holborn Town Hall), at 8 p.m.,
to protest against th: exclusion of Anarchists and fion-parlin-

-mentary Socialists from the coming International Socialist

Don't forget: 8 p.m., Wednesday, 29th.

Tre Mav-pay DesonsrraTioN will be accomplished by the
time of our next- issue, and comrades are reminded that their
presence will be needed in Hyde Park, in order that the special
Anarchist platforms may be well surrounded.

Workers Congress.

The Anarchis!, for April, (published by Comrade Nicoll, at

Shetfield) iz a. very interesting number. It contains a short
but admirably written history of *“The Luddites”—¢*heroes who
fought and died o boldly, that the tyranny that bred wild
revenge is not possible to-day.”

*“ BeForE SUwRIsE, and other Pieces,” is the title of a little
volume just issued by the Labour Press Society Lmtd., of
Manchester.  "U'he anthor is Joseph Clayton, an active member
of the Leeds branch of the LL.P., whose sympathy however is
not limited to that or any other mere section of the party of
progress. Comrade Clayton has occasionally contributed to the
coluinns of LiserTy. He is one of the great “Army of Revolt’.

He says the pisces printed in this volume were ‘‘written in the -

storm and stress of political agitation, in close contact with the
sordid horrors of "present industrial conditions—not in the
Fullness of Light, but in the dim, grey dawn of the Coming
Day.”" The pieces amply justify these few words of introduc-
tion. So much that is worth reading is not often found in such
a limtteid nuwber of small pages. When “Freedom’s frontier’
has been passed, Comrade Clayton will have a theme worthy of
his pen, and one he will revel in.  We hope he may live to see
that dav.  Mcanwhile bs “Pieces” —daring in spirit and rug-
gidly truthful in form-—-will do something towards cheering
those who are, midst muny “paine and penaltivs”, doing their
best *for Freedom’s sune’.

Art (hé said) should not be regarded, as it

In doing
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KROPOTKIN ON PAST AND FUTUKE
COMMUNES.

Counivade Peter Kropotkin was not able to Le present at the
Anarchist Commemoration of the Paris Commune, held in
London on Thursday, the 19th ult., und his absence was much
regretted.
~demonstration. His opinions on the subject, however, have
wlready ieen made known, but they will Leur a still wider
circulation; no apology therefore is necessary for printing the
following irom “ The Comwune of Paris—one of the Freedom
pamphlets: ‘

The Commune was defeated, and too well we know how the
middle-class uvenged itself for the scare given it by the people
when they shock their rulers’ yoke loose upon their necks. It
proved that there are really two classes in our modern society
on one side, the wan who works and sields up to the monopolists
of property more than haitf of what he produces, and vet
lightly passes vver the wrong dove him by his masters; on the
other band, the idier, the spoiler, hating his slave, ready to
Kill i like game, animated by the most savage justinets as
soon as he ts menaced in his possessions.

Atter havivg shut in the people of Parisand closed all means
of exit, the Versatiles government let loose soldiers ujon them
—soldiers brutalized by drink and burrack lite, who had been
teld to make short work of the “wolves and their cubs”  To
the I»rju]alc 1t was satd: “ You shall 1»t‘ris]1, whautever vou do!
If you are taken with armsin your hands— death ! If vou use
them—death! If you beg for merev—death! Whichever
Wiy you turn, rght, left, bLack, terward, up, down—death!
You are not nperely outside the law, vou are vutside Lumanity.
Neither age nor sex shall save you and yours.  -Yeu shail die.
Deuth! Death! jreath !

And after this mad orgie, these piles of corpses, this whole-
sale extermination, came the petty revenge, the cat-’o-nine-
tails, the irvons in the ship’s hold, the blows and insults of the
wiarders, the semi-sturvation, all the refiuements of cruclty.
Can the people forget these doughty deedst

The Connnuue of Paris, the chiid of a period of transition,
Born beneath thie Prussian guns, was doomed to perish. But
Lyvoits ewinently popalar character 1t began a new series of
revolutions: by its Ideas it was the forerunner of the sodal
revolttion.  Its lesson has been learnt, and when France ence
wore bristles with communes in revolt, the peoples are not
fikely to give themselves a government and expeet that govern.
ment to nitiate revoluticnarv measures.  When they have
rid themseives of the parasites who devour thew, they will take
possesstin of all social wealth to put it in common, aceerding to
the principles of avarchist-communism.  And when they have
entirely abolished property claims, government. and 1he State,
they will form themselves afresh and treely, according to the
necessities indicated by life itself. Breaking its chainx, over-
throwing its idols, humanity will march onward to a better
future, knowing neither masters nor slaves, keeping its venera-
tion for the noble martyrs who bought with their bleod and
suffering those first attempts at emancipation whicl have en-
lightened our march toward the conquest of liberty.

Judging by what is said at Commune Conmemoration meer-
ings in France and elsewhere, the workers bave made up then
minds that the coming revolution will introduce anarchist.
communism and the free reorganisation of production.
two points seem so far settled, and in these respects the com-
munes of the next revolution will not repeat the errcrs of the
forerunners, who so geuercusly shed their blood to clear the
path for future progress. - ]

There is however a third and no less imjportant point npon
which the same agreement has pot been reached, though it is
not so very far off. This is the question of governnent.

As is well known, there are two secticns of the Socialist
‘party completely divided upen this point.  “On the very dauy of
the revolution,” says the one, “we must constitute a govern-
‘ment to take possession of the supreme joewer. A streng,
powerful, resolute gavernment will make the revolution by gu-
creeing this and that. and forcing all to obey its commands,

“A miserable delusion”” savs the other. ‘“‘Any central go-

-

His presence alone would have added weight to the |

These
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vernment. taking upon itself to rule a nation, must certainly be
4 mere hinderance to the revolution. It caunot fail to be made
ap of the most incongruous elements, and its very essence as a
governmont is eouservatism. It will do nothing but. hold back
the revolution u communes ready to go ahead, without being
able to inspire buckward cenmmuues with the breath of revolu-
tion,  The same with a commune iu revolt.  Either the com-
munal government will merely sanction accomplished facts—
and then it will be @ uscless and dangorcus bit of machinery,
or else it will wish to tuke the lead 1o make rules for what has
vet to be freely woerked out by the people thamselves i it is to
be really practicable; it will apply theotics where allsociéty
ought to work out fresh forms of commdan life with that- erea-

i tive force which springs up in the social organism when it

breaks its chains and sees new and IiFeer horizons opening
before i, The men in power will obstruet this outburst with.-
out doing any of the thiugs they night themselves have done
if they had remained among the people, working with them at
the new organisation, instead of shutting themselves up in
ministerial offices and wearing themselves et in idle debates.
The revolytionary government will be a hindranae aud a dun-
ger; powerless for good, formidable tor il therefore, what s
the use of having it¥”

However natural and just, this argument still raus counter
to.a great many prejudices, stored up and aceredited by those
who have bad an interest in maintaining the religion of govern
ment, kide by side with the religions of property and theology,

This prejudice, the last of the three, still exists and s a
danger to the coming revolution, though it already 2lhows signs
of decay. *We will manage our Lusiness ourselves withont
waiting for the orders of a government ; we will trample under
foot those who try to force us to accept them as priests, property
owners, or rulers,”” so begin already to say the workers,  We
must hope that the Anarchist party will continue to vigor.
ously combat government worship, and vever allow itself to ho
dragged or enticed into a struggle for power; we must hoype
that in the vears which remain to us before the revolution, the
the prejudice in favour of government may be so shaken that
it will not be strong enough to draw off the people upon a falxe
tack, R

The communes of the next revoluticn will not only bresk
down the stateand substitute free federation for parhamentary
rule, they will part with parliamentary rule within the commune
itself. They will trust the free organisation of food supply
and production to free groups of workers——which will federato
with like groups in other cties and villages—not th&gwuuh the
medinm of a commuual parlinment, but direetly, to acecmplinh
their aim.

They will be Anarchists within the commune as they will be
Anarchists autside i, and only thus will they avoid the horrors
of Jdefeat, the furies of reaction;

“Axancny ox Triarn” is the title of No. 9 of the Freedom
Pamphlets. Inoitare given the speeches made at their respec.
tive trials of George Etievant (rentevecd to five vears' im-
prisonment on a charge of stealing dyvamite cartridges), Jean
Grave (sentenced to two and @ half years for publishing bis

famous book * Societe Mourant ¢t "Anarchie ', and Caserio. - 55

Santo (who killed President Carnot, in 1804).

«“'Pip Non-Partrsan,” o woekly paper printed and published
at Los Anveles, Cisifornin, ix cne of the smartest, liveliest, and
most pugnacicus jonnals we have come across Iately, We
thank the editor and propricter, Capt. Janes, for having sent,
ns copics. o Tt ds et surprising to lenrn (by the later jssues)
that the Capt. hus got into trenble by his bold outspoken
denunciation of politieal and cupitalist thieves and tricksters,
He conld hardly expect any other reward for his truthiyiness.
But unless we are uistaken i the man he is not likely 10 ery
“Peeenyi”. The ten pernturelof Tes Angcles is generally warm
enouph, but if “Uhe Non-Partisai”” continuex its caveor (which
we sincerely hope) kfine of the tesidents— the ** gambling, dog
fighting, bull baiting, piniping, stoel pigeoning fraternity"—
will find the place muny degrers too hot for them. * Justice
fravs Capt. Janex) s dead, and money is king.  Long live

, it rules thie country.  But the day is drawing near

Money !

when another ery will be heard—Long live Aunarchy
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I two armed men live side by sxde who hme"’ |
&om childhood been taught power, wealth, and | p
glory are the highest distinctions, and that the" e-

ore to gain these by arms at the expense of their

neighbours is most pralseworth y; and if, fuxtber,

these ‘people acknowledge no moral, r,g]_:glous or
political limitation—then isit{not e evident that such
people will consistently wage war ; -that their nor-
mal inter-relations will be war; and thatif, having
flown at each other’s throats, they have separated
for a time, it is only, as the French proverb has it,
‘“‘pour mieux sauter,”’—that is, they draw back to
take a better leap, to rush upon each other with
the greater ferocity ? -

Open the newspapers at any time you choose,
and you will see always sgme black spot, a possible

cause of war. At one time it is the Korea, at an-

other the Pamirs, Africa, Abyssinia, - Armenia.,
Turkey, Venezuela, or the Transvaal. The work
of brigandage does not cease for a moment; now
here, now there, some small war is always waging,
like skirmishing in the front lines. A real great
war may begin at any moment : must begin.
Obviously, to prevent war, it is not necessary to
preach sermons and pray God for peace, nor to
wdjure the English- speaking nations to keep the
peace with each other in order that they may
domineer over other nations, nor to make double
and triple alliances of nations against each other,
nor to intermarry princes and princesses of differ-
ent nations; but it is necescary to destroy the

cause of war. The cftuse is the des1re for the ex-.

clusive welfare of one’s own people; it is called

patriotism. . Therefore to destroy war, patriotism

must be destroyed But to destloy patriotisma

the conviction that it is an evil must first be es-

tabliched, and this is difficult to do.  Tell people

that war is evil and they will laugh at you, for who

does not know this ? Tell them that patriotism is
evil, and the majority will agree, but with some
reserve.  ““Yes, there is an evil patriotism which is
undesirable, but there is another and good patriot-
ism—that whlch we hold.”  But what this good
patriotism is no one explaius.. ‘If its character is
unaggressiveness, as many say, nevertheless all
p‘\,buotlsm even 1f “unaggressn’e “mus{ remain

“retentive’’ That is, people must wish to keep

- their former conquests. Now that nation does not
exist which was established withont oonquest and e
conquests can only be held by the means which |
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effected them—-namely, violence, murder. But 1f;p' i

only be ¢ rehabilitative  patriotism of conquered,

~ oppressed nations—of the Armenians, Poles, Trish,

- peraps the very worst, hecause most embxttered I
5  fand most cal'mg for vxolenee. ,

Cuechs, and 8o on. And this kind of patriotismn is

. nu.mely,

: that there
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this. - I deny that any person has, has had, or ever can have
any right—other than that of might—to exclude any person

S bromany porction of the earth at anv time.” Quite true! I

agree, absolutely.  But then he goes on, “Then no one has any
1‘1gh}: to occupy and use, to the exclusion of any other, any
porsion of the earth at any time.””  Here again Mr. Brokaw
has contradicted himself in saying that any. person has the
vight of might “to exclude any person from any portion of the
earth,” an ) a few words later, that no one has any right to
ceaupy awd use,” ete.  Oh, Dominie Tucker, send a copy of
“Lustead of a Book™ to Alabama! The appearance of a third
persou desiring “to occupy that same portion of the earth at

the same time” causes Mr. Brokaw to ask ** Does not the law :

-of equal freedom apply equally to him ?” Well, firstly I deny
any such thing as a “law” of equal freedom. If this third
person is not ain Anarchist I am under no obligation whatever
to respe .t his freedom. T shall do so if it suits my purpose,

and if not—not.. Providing I am stronger, or can call more :

strength to my aid than he, T shall make him limit his “desire”
o my own couvenience. And if he is an Anarchist he will
admit that my priority of occupancy is a valid title to the land,
anl will either tempt me to sell out, or himse'f to quit. There
the matter would end. But Mr. Brokaw does not believe in
priority of occupancy as a title to lanl.  TLet us see where his
disbelief leads him. " If T cut a twig from a tree and fashion it
mto a wa'king stick, which, when finished, some single taxer
claims an equal vight to, as Tir as the twig is concerned, and
demands conpensation for my exclusion of him from pdssession
of the twig, evervone with more sense than it tukes to make a
siugle taxer wonld exclaim, “ Why, vou fool, if you wanted the
iwig vou should have got there first!”

Lhe argumentative stock in-trade of the ordinary single taxer
i3 an extra special coal mine, 6r an unusually fertile plot of
fand.  Thase he carries around in his inside pocket, or up his
sleeve, in order to spring them upon the opponents of his theory.
Hs 13 sn solicitous that every man shall have an exactly equal
share of the gool things of the earth that he would force them
upon him with the ail of a strong government—providing, of
course, thit the govermment left anvthing to be shared. Faney,
toy, Mr. Brokww's naivé idea of the mjority deleguting to the
government ‘““the power to enforce the conditions of equal

freedom’ ! Would compalsory taxation be a condition to the .
| R

enjovment of such “eqnal freelom” ?  Or would the majority
voluntarily eontribute to the expenses of the government in
forcing rent and taxes from the minority? Where is vour
“enal freedom’ anv way ?

Hore is another gem from the collection with which Mr.

Brokaw's communication is studded: “Is not this the place

where, without such exercise of might, freedom to contract is
impossible 77 In other words, we are to use the right of might |

to overpower the opponent of the single tax, and, after having

subjected him, to tell him that he has the freedom to contract

in the use of the earth.
Mr. Brokaw asks, “Can Mr. Robins show any other way

whereby the principle of equal freedom to contract can be held |

inviolate and yet exclusive possession of any portion of the

earth can be maintained 7’ Well, 45 an Anarchist, I cannot lay

down any cast iron system of land tenure —equal freedom for-
bids it, and that is why T reiterate that the single taxer has no
logical claim to be eonsidered a believer in equal freedem.  He
is forever wasting his time in speculating as to l)m.v we shall
parcel out the land 'when the power of the landlord is broken.
He uever thinks of how we are to break that power. In fact
ire does not intend to break the power of the landlord, but only
to transfer it. His landlord is the State—the original thicf.

Personally I should prefer occupation and use as the title to |

Jand. " I.would much rather forego the enjovment of the extra
fertility of another man’s land than submit to the countless
robheries practised by government with the excuse of giving me
a share of the extra fertility of every piece of land.

But experiment a'one can decide the most equit r
of land tenure, and as the sinele tax does not admit qf experi-
went I again hold that the single-tax has no basis in fact or
logic. When people refuse to pay rent to a.nyhnd.v', there will
be no land question. In faet that is the only solution, Rctnf.
interast, profit, and taxes are the four great means of getting

something for nothing. . Anarchism disposes of them all.
WirrLiam J. Ropins.

able syvetem |

LIBERTY! .

“ Liberty, liberty, liberty !”

A dlear, sweet voice called unto me,

Called, and sent through the trembling aic
A clarion message everywhere.

Sweet was the strange voice, sweet to me
The one strange, sweet word --liberty !
Sweet, for it sang of the world’s new biith,
Of an earthlier heaven, diviner earth: o
All Time’s secrets it told to me—

Did Liberty, liberty, liberty !

“ Liberty, liberty, liberty!”

Stroog was the voice asg it.called to wme;
Strong as custom and strong as fate,
Strong as love, and strong as hate;
Stronger than Eunglaund, even she,

England, who brooks not tyranny!

Than France more strong, and stronger too
Than all the journalists, old and new;

5o strong was the clear voice, lone and free,
Of Liberty, liberty, liberty!

“ Liberty, liberty, liberty!”
Great was the voice us it called to me;

Great, for a conquering voice, it cried,
Demanded, and would not be denied :

Great, for it would not bend the knee

"T'o prejudice, foree, or policy ;

But in spite of all and each hindranes eried —
God-like in vigour and joy and pride—

Cried and asserted the dignity

Of Liberty, liberty, liberty !

“ Liberty, liberty, liberty !"

Kind was the voice as it called to me,

Kiud as only the sweet and strong

Aud great can be, to & world gome wrong,

Was the tremulous voice that ealled to me,

No child of a bloodless fantasy,

But trembling with love, throbbing with love,
Heavilv laden with love, pure love, :

Was that. voier, that ery, that passionate plea
For Liberty, liberty, liberty!

“ Liberty, liberty, liberty ?”

Now what precisely may this thing be?

If not hollow and vain, a8 some men say,
Won't it sacrifice all to the grim To-day ?

Now what, say others, may this thing be,

That smacks so strongly of Anarchy?

Won't it crush the gifted, the yood, the great,
Instead of goodwill raise up fiendish hate ?

Is not this the vaunted divinity

Of Liberty, liberty, liberty !

“ Liberty, liberty, libertv!”

Nay, not thus shall its trinmph be!

Not to soothe or to slay in vain,

Not to revive your houtless pain,

Italy, France, and Germany !

O not fer i) shall its triumph be;

Though long obscured, set at naught, despised,
Yer, as Jostice, shall it be prized;

By its fradts ve shali know the glorious tree

OF Liberty, liiwl‘t.\', liberty !

* Liberty, liberty, liberty !”

O, sons of wen, is it naught to ye?

Ye¢ who hear iu the trembling air
That elarion message everywhere
Oh, fools and blind, is it naught to ve,

That ye umth-r}nf fraud and Anarc\l}' ?
Awake! arise ! frab_vour slecp.dimmed eyes!
Prepare for Trath's latest and best surprise !
Prepare to welcome the great To-Be—

The new and the true Democraey !

Or "twill leave vou behind it, even ve,

Wil Liberty, liberty, liberty !

?

Jorn Furrvomp.
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LIBERTY.

[APRIL, 1896; '

THE IMPRISONED ANARCHISTS

AGITATION FOR THEIR RELEASE.

"PROPOSED PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION.

A Public Meeting

WILL BE HELD AT

THE SOUTH PLACE INSTITUTE |

Sovrtr Prace, FinsBURy,
(Near Moorgate Street Railway Station)

On Wednesday, 22nd April, 1896,

For the purpose of adopting a Petition to the Home Secre-
tary in favour of a remission of the sentence passed on
tice Walsall Anarchists—Charles, Cailes, and Bartola.

. SPEAKERS :
Robert Blafehford (Bditor of The Clarion), Tom
Man, Alderman Ben Tillett, Touzeau Parris, Miss
Lanchester, James Tochatti, D. J. Nicoll, and
others.

Donrs open at 7.45; {commence at 8.30.

Comrades desiring to lhave a small book,

or pamphlet, printed and published, and

wishing to know the cost, should write
to the Kditor of “Liberty.”

Liberty Pamphlets.

PRICE ONE PENNY EACH.

In rtuEe I"lit’;«:ss. o
Parliamentary Politics in the Socialist Move-
ment. By ERRICO MALATESTA.

The Why | Ams: (Thid Series) :
Wiy L am an Advocate of Physical Force, by G. Lawrence ;
Why T am a Socialist and a ° ‘voperator in Pr wduction, ])V
(the late) E. T. Craig; W hy I am an Anarchist, bv
Lomse Michel.

Definition of Crlme By A. HAMON.

Socialism in Danger. Part 1L
By E. DOMELA NIEUWENHUIS.
"GRIERSON,

Translated by R.

Common-Sense Country.
By L. 8. BEVINGTON.

Socialism in Danger. Put I
By K. DOMELA NIEUWENHUIS.

(irierson.

Jones' Boy:
Dialcgnes on Social Questions between an
Terrible ” and his Father.

Liberty Lyrics, :
Br L. 8. BEVINGTION.

7

Translated by R,

“Faofant
By “SPOKESHAVE.”

"THE CHICAGO MARTYRb

The Ideal and Youth.
By ELISEE RECLUS. e

An Anarchist on Anarchy,
By ELISEE RECLUS.

lin Defence or Emma Coldmann dand the nght

of Expropriation.
By VOLI‘AIRINE DE CLEYRE

The Why l Ams FIRST SErIER.
Why I Am a Socialist and an Atheist, 'by Commi
Naewiger; Why I Am a Social Democrat, bv G. Bernard
Shaw ; Why I Am an Indlﬂduahst Anarchist, by J.
Armsden.

The Why | Ams: Seconp Serizs.
Why I Am a Cowmmunist, by William Morris ;

Why I
Am an Expropriationist, by L. S. Bevington. ’

Liberty quk‘shelf.

Any of thc following Pablications may be obtaiced by sending
the amount in stamps, or hy postal order, to the Editor. Carmaguole
House, Hammersmith,

By P. KROPOTKIN. .
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG.

Translated from the French., 1d.

ANARCHIST MORALITY. .d.

THE COMMUNE OF+PARIS. . v o -

THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN bOCIAL- ,

"ISTIC EVOLUTION. 1d.- ,
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. 1d.
REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES." 2d.

By ERRICO MALATESTA.

A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST COM-

MUNISM BETWEEN TWO WORKERS.
Price 1d.

This pamphlet has been translated into various languages, and is widely
read in [taly and France,

ANARCHY. 1d.

By WILLIAM MORRIS.
USEFUL WORK V. USELESS TOIL. 1d.

THE TABLES TURNED: or NUPKINS
AWAKENED. 4d.

TRUE AND FALSE SOCIETY. 1d.

MONOPOLY: or, HOW LABOUR IS ROBBED
Price 1d.

By D. NICOLL.
ANARCHY AT THE BAR. 1d.
THE WALSALL ANARCHISTS. 1d.

Their Speeches

i Court.
With an Appendix by J. P. Altgeld, Governor of llinois.
Price 6. “

\NARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. 3jd.

. . Printed (for the Proprietor) at ** Liber ty "' Press, Chiswick, W,
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