
A New Age Begins in Spain

Preced ing  th e  F re n ch  Synd ica lis t de legu tion  com 
posed o f  m em ber* o f  th e  C .G .T .S.R ., and  the  
C.G.T.*, I  w en t to  Pu igce rda  on D cecm ber 10, to 
ge th er w ith  som e com rades fro m  th e  Local F e d 
e ra tio n  o f  B arcelona  a n d  the  R egional C o n fe d era 
tion  o f  C a ta lon ia . T he welcome o rganized  by o u r  
friend* in  P u igce rda  wa» m ost cordia l.

T he follow ing  day w e visited  the  d a iry , a  m agn if
ic en t p lan t e stab lished  in*t A ugust, w hich i* p ro 
d ucing  a t  p rese n t n e arly  10,000 can« a day  of 
condensed m ilk f o r  th e  f ro n t , th e  hosp itals a n d  the  
babies.

T h is  e n te rp r ise , collec tive ly a t  th e  beg in n in g  o f  
th e  civil w ar, is ru n  by th e  w orker*. T hough  the 
technician.!! le f t  th e  fac to ry , p roduction  is  o rd e r ly  
a n d  m ethodical, from  the m aking  o f  th e  can* to  
th e  pack ing  o f  the  f in ished  product. P roduc tion  
has increased  by a good th ird ; th e  w ages, w hich 
a re  th e  sam e fo r  everybody— m en a n d  w om en—  
have been  raised  30 p e r c en t, y e t th e  " p ro f it* "  
a m o u n t to  30,000 p e seta s  p e r  week. T he w orking 
w eek  is  fo rty  hour».

B arber shops. ta ilo r  shops, every th ing  h a s  been 
collec tivised and  is  ru n n in g  u n d e r  w orke rs ' con 
tro l. In  g e n era l Pu igce rda  is a  c e n te r  w here  th e  
in te n se  e f f o r t  o f  a ll make* a lit t le  o f  th e  past 
d isa p p ea r everyday , a n d  e v eryday  m akes th e  rea l 
f ig u re  o f  th e  new  o rd e r  a p p e a r  m ore d is tinctly . 
W e  re tu rn e d  la te  a t n igh t to  B arce lon a  by w ay  
o f  R ibas and  V ich.

T he follow ing  day  in  th e  m orn ing , gu ided  by 
o u r C a ta lon ian  f rien d s, w e v isited  th e  a rtille ry  
b a rracks in  San A ndres, th e  f i r s t  b a rrac k s  cap tu red  
by o u r  com rades o f  th e  C N T -FA I. I t  w as th e re  
t h a t  th e y  found  th e  a rm s  to  p u t dow r th e  fo sc :«  
u p r is in g  quickly. Though the  wall* show  the  m arks 
o f th e  f ig h t th a t took  place  then , they  a re  s till in 
e x ce llen t condition . E v ery th in g  is  in o rd e r ; the  
rec ru it«  a n d  those  on leave  a re  ta k en  care  o f  and  
a re  g iven  a b u n d an t meal*1, a n d  w e o f te n  had  lunch 
w ith  o u r  com rades th e re .
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In  th e  a fte rn o o n  we visited  th e  P o rtlan d  Cem ent 
p la n t in M oneado. T h is  e stab lish m en t, o f  E urope- 
w ide im portance , h as been collectivized and  ru n s  
u n der un ion  co n tro l. A lthough  the  techn ic ians w ith  
th e  exception  o f  an  en g in ee r w ho has been won 
to  o u r  ideas, le f t  th e  fac to ry , i ts  o jy rn tio n  is p e r
fe c t. T h e  o u tp u t ho* inc reased  by 25 p e r  cen t, 
and  th e  sa larie s  by 30 p e r  c en t. E verybody w orks 
w ith  jo y  fo r th e  revo lu tion , and  th e  w orke rs  pu t 
in a n  h o u r a day  e x tra  fo r  th e ir  p e asa n t com rades.

In  M ollet we v isited  th e  la rg e s t S panish  le a th e r  
fac to ry . P roduc tion  th e re  Is a lso  in te n se ; stocks 
rep rese n tin g  n ine  m on ths w ork  by 800 w orkers 
now  a w a it ex p o rt to  F rance , E ngland , H olland. 
H ere  in th is  a ccum ulation  o f  le a th e r  th e re  a re  m il
lions o f  peseta*  te m p o ra rily  id le , b u t th e y  will be 
e x p o rte d  sh o rtly  a n d  tu rn e d  to  use. I n  th e  same 
locality  w e v isited  a fac to ry  th a t m akes bo th  n a 
tu ra l  a n d  a r ti f ic ia l silk , em ploying  G50 w orkers. 
M odern equ ipm en t, fu ll  sun lig h t, c lean liness  and 
o rd e r  a s  everyw here  olse. and  o f  course , collec
tiv iza tion  and  un ion  con tro l.

O n th e  13 th , we le f t  fo r  th e  A ragon  f ro n t to 
v is it th e  a g ric u ltu ra l tow ns. W e passed  th rough  
L érida , cap ita l o f  one  o f  th e  fo u r  p rov inces o f  
C a ta lo n ia , and  the  f ro n t ie r  be tw een  {till lib e rtaria n  
com m unism  a n d  co llec tiv iza tion . fo r L érida  is the 
la s t locality  on th e  w ay to  A ragon  w here  m oney 
s ti ll c ircu la tes.

F rom  L érida  we w en t to  F ra g a , a  c ity  o f  7,600 
in h a b ita n ts , w here  we w ere  received  by o u r  com 
rad e s  o f  th e  local com m ittee . T h ey  exp lained  to  
us how from  th e  v e ry  b e g inn ing  they  h av e  soc ial
ized the  land«, o rgan ized  th e  w ork a n d  th e  d is tr ib u 
tion  o f  goods, a n d  done aw ay  w ith  th e  use  o f  m o
ney. T hey  show ed u s  th e ir  consum ers' books, the ir  
w ork  c ard s, a n d  exp la ined  th e  ope ra tion  o f  the 
p rac tic a l o rgan iza tion  o f  w ork  by g roups.

A ll th e  able-bodied  m en and  w omen w ork  w ith 
o u t  excep tion . T he  sick , th e  old, and  th e  ch ild ren  
have a ll th e ir  needs fu lfilted .

T he nex t day  In B u jara lo z , fo rm er  g e n era l he ad 
q u a rte r s  o f  o u r  u n fo r tu n a te  D urru ti» , w e found  the
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tam e evidence o f  lib«rtarian  communism. Con- 
la n w n ' book» and w ork cards were shown to  us 
there . Wo took »ome specimen* for docum entation, 
while they  explained to  us how the  in terchanges 
work. The interchange of product« is a rranged  in 
kind, as no money is  used. W ith tow ns where 
money still circula tes the  interchange is m ade on 
the  basis o f the  c u rren t exchanges and the supply 
is made through purchase* made direc t on the  
spot. The a rtic le s  and products a re  immediately 
se n t on to the  tow ns which distribu te  them among 
the  inhabitant* against the  presen ta tion  of the 
consum er's books. In  short, the  interchanges take 
place in the  sam e m anner as they would betw een 
two countries one of which had  suppressed money 
and the  o the r had not. This system  gives full 
sa tisfac tion  to a ll those involved. This w in ter for 
th e  f irs t  tim e, we a re  told, the  women o f  A ragon 
d on 't c ry . Form erly the product o f  the  harvest 
was not enough to  pay the  debts to  the  political 
b o w »  and the  clergy. The Aragonese will defend 
th e ir  conquest* and  give th e ir  live* if  necessary, 
b u t they  can no t tu rn  back. The past fo r them  is 
dead, forever.

Irr iga tion  on the  A ragonese plains, by dem and
ing  the  Ebro will increase productively consider
ab ly , and m aterial well-being will soon be a fac t 
in these poor lands inhabited by men hardened by 
labor.

R e turn ing  to  Barcelona we w ent across a sec
tion both rich and rough, where the  e ffo rts  of 
m an m at* his conquests s tep  by step  over a d iffi
c u lt te rra in , sparsely Inhabited regions, tow ns tha t 
yesterday  lived in fe a r  bu t th a t today brea the  f re e 
ly the  a ir  o f  the  libertarian  revolution.

In Barcelona we again saw the  immense beehive 
teem ing w ith  activ ity , with its tran spo rta tion , its 
port*, i u  fac tories, its  shipyards. We w ent to  visit 
a ll tha t. Ono a fte r  the  o the r we saw the  surface 
tran spo rta tion  system , the  underground system , the 
m arine tran spo rta tion , the moving pic tu res, the  
w ater, gas, and elec tricity , the  collectivised shops 
from  ba rbe r shops to  soda w ater p lants. All were 
running  under union control. Everyw here men were 
active w orking to  win the  w ar and consolidate the 
revolution.

T hat the technicians le f t !  I t makes no d iffer
ence! They a re  replaced. The mind discovers some
th ing  new ; new applications a re  made, new rea l
isations, new co-ordinations, and w ithout masters, 
w ithout pa rasites, and the  new social o rder i* 
being  crea ted , developed day by day, hour a fte r  
hour. The average w orking week is 40 hours. 
T here a re  no unemployed, and moro hours will 
)>e w orked if  it  is necessary in order to  crush 
fascism and establish a  new social order.

A ctors who earned  2000 francs per n ight, mov
ing  p ic tu re  s ta rs  who earned  as high  as 100,000 
francs per m onth in  the  Param ount studios are

Txoty-sts

now working here  fo r 16 pesetas a day. and  they 
w ork w ith Joy. T hey  c rea te  rea l a r t,  freely  fo r the 
people who will no longer be forbidden from  the 
full enjoym ent o f  the  sp irit.

I have also seen ■ the  jail*. To safeguard the 
revolution ja ils  un fo rtunate ly  still have to  be 
m aintained. T hey will be abolished la ter  when the 
fasc ist enemy is crushed, when noth ing  opposes 
any longer the  application o f  ou r philosophy, and 
o u r comrade* can begin to  prevent crim e, and to 
c are  fo r and re-educate those who are  deficient, 
dishonest, and dangerous, instead of condemning 
them and locking them up.

For the  presen t it  is necessary firs t o f  a ll to 
a ssure  the sa fe ty  o f  the  revolution, to w atch over 
it, and make sure  th a t no harm  can be done by 
those who conspire to  make it fall. I have visited 
the  old M ontjuitch prison and the  Model Ja il. 
In  M ontjuitch, an  old fo rtre ss  th a t threaten* with 
its  enorm ous mass the  red  Barcelona, in M ontjuitch 
w here Francisco Ferrer* was executed, we found 
fascist* o f  a ll kinds, some o f  them accused, o thers 
a lready condemned. T hey a ll live in common, they 
smoke, play cards and domino«*. We questioned 
them . None complain o f  the  prison regim e. The 
meals, they  say, a re  accep tab le ; the  cells a rc  clean: 
th e ir  fam ilies visit them  every  day if  they  care  to, 
and can bring  them  in  anyth ing  they w an t from  
the outside. E very th ing  is delivered to  them twice 
a day.

In  M ontjuitch the re  a re  practically  none but 
fascist elem ents; old officers, old functionaries, 
fo rm er priests, merchant«, members o f the  so- 
called liberal professions who have participa ted  in 
the  movements a g a in «  the w orking class. All have 
been able to  яесиге adequate  legal defense. I 
found only one F renchm an, a m ilitiam an who had 
le ft the  fro n t and had no t retu rned  to  his column. 
His case is no t grave  and It will be examined 
and decided shortly .

In  the Model Ja il  th e re  a re  several divisions. 
I  was particu larly  interested  in visiting the  foreign 
divisions, w here there  were approxim ately 100 pris
oners, belonging to  a ll na tionalities. As in Mont- 
Juitch they  live In common; none com plained of 
m istreatm ent, o r  o f the  meals. I was assured tha t 
th e ir  cases would be taken  up im m ediately; tha t 
the  carry ing  ou t o f  ju stice  would be done in a 
norm al way. and th a t a ll guarantee* of defense 
would always be affo rded  th e  prisoners.

T here is under consideration a  p ro jec t to  give 
the  p rltonera  held and those sentenced, the  ben
e fits  of m odern comfort*, and  above a ll, the pos
sibility  o f  rc-oducation. I w ant to add th a t I have
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had  th e  sa tisfac tio n  o f  n o t f ind ing  in  ja il  a  «ingle 
a n arch is t o r  anarcho-syndicalist !

O n leaving: Spanish  soil fo r u w hile I w an t to 
ta k e  th is  oppo rtu n ity  o f thank ing  a ll comrade« 
fo r  the  fac ilit ies allow ed mo In fu lfilling  my p u r
pose. I leave  u nder th e  im pression th a t since my 
la s t  v is it in O ctober, th e  revo lu tion  has taken  an 
enorm ous s tep  fo rw ard . T asks w hich a rc  hardly 
ou tlined  a t  th a t tim e a re  now fu lly  rea lized . The 
socializa tion  o f  the  land  is alm ost com plete, the 
collectivization o f  the  industria l e n te rp rise  Is be
in g  c a rried  o u t rap id ly , anil the  union contro l o f  
production  is m ore and  more pronounced.

O f course  th e re  is m uch y e t to  be done . . . much 
to be done! The food Industry  appea red  to  me

p articu la rly  behind the  o th e rs , especially  as reg a rd s 
the  hab its o f  w aiters  in a g rea t num ber o f  re s tau 
ran ts , c afes  and  hote ls. Som e have rem ained  ol>- 
M'quious and  se rv ile ; o th e rs  show them selves a r ro 
g a n t w ith th e  hum ble  and subm issive ¡Award* those 
whom they  th ink  rich o r  pow erfu l. B u t I am  sure  
shat th e  CN T  w ill know w hat to  do about this.

T he Spanish  revo lu tion  rep rese n ts  m ore than  an 
imm ense hope. I t is a lre ad y  a  living, c oncrete , 
ind isputab le  r ea lity . I t is o u r  revo lu tion , th e  revo
lu tion  o f  a ll the  w orkers o f  the  w orld, to  be de
fended  by us In a ll o u r  s tre n g th , and  by every  
e f fo r t possible to  com pel the  governm ents o f  the  
w orld to  do th e ir  d u ty  w ith  reg a rd  to  an tifasc is t 
and  revo lu tionary  Spain.

So You Need A Maid!
could not. T he noon I reached the  Misses T albot's 
home we had  ten and to a s t an/1 le ttuce. F o r su p 
p e r  we had te a  and toast and  a lit tle  cold meat. 
(¡m u*fir) L a te r  I found an old g roce ry  bill— it 
w as seven do llars and f i f ty  cen ts fo r the  whole 
month, ( th e  o thers ga»p)

B R O W N : S even-fifty :
BASCOM : T hey looked like tw o skeletons, (M lm c e . 

The  icouirn look inqu ir ing ly  toieurd Mi*» Itro in t)
C A R V E R : (leaning  fo n e n n I. looking  i.<ore  e h r t.-  

fn t)  We m ust have some kind of an  organ ization  
to  help us ami to  protec t ourselves.

BR O W N : Yes, w hether you 're  employed or unem 
ployed, you need an organization  of *ome kind.

BA SCO M : I’m pu ttin g  m y pride  aw ay— I ’m tak ing  
relief. I will not s ta rv e .

SC H M ID T : We g o tta  organ ize  and  g e t o the r g irls  
no t to  go ou t and w ork fo r these  women fo r such 
low w ages. I got too  much pride  to  scab like th a t. 
I 'll take  re lief  any  tim e.

SW E N SO N : A nd w e vill hev to figh t fo r decent 
relief, too.

F IO R E L L I: A lla tim e w e go tta  organise  and fight. 
The  leomen's face» ns th ey  nit th e ir  fir air more 
hopefu l)

BR O W N : T h a t 's  it. you've cot to  f igh t. (jiiekx it/i 
f l ip  o f  pfl/jer fro m  degk)

CA R V E R : I f  th e re  isn 't an  o rgan ization  for us. 
w ell have to  build  ou r own. (*hake* her head) 
W e've c erta in ly  learned  a  lot.

BR O W N : So have I—and th e re  is an  organization 
a lread y  in existence. A friend  of mine has been 
te lling  me about it— she 's joined herse lf.

(C on tinued  from  page 9)

F IO R E L L I Eeo* eet da  place wid da sien  wan 
bee« union?

.SW ENSON: E veryvun  shude stick togodder 
BASCOM: I guess we enn 't do any th ing  fo r o u r

selves alone. (T h e re  is n  »light panne) 
SC H M ID T : (r iiiing ) W ell, I’m going down t > tha t 

place, ( tu rn in g  to  o th rr*)  How ab^ut the  rest o f 
you dam es? f l l ’oiwe»« rite )

T O G E T H E R : (voie*» w in g lin g )  W e’ll g o - o f  o u r s e .
we'll go— W hat'e  th e  num ber?

•SCHMIDT: Yes. w h at’s th e ir  address. M iss Brown? 
BR O W N : I t’s 25 South Main S treet, (W om en  more 

to trord tloor a t le ft)
C A R V E R : 25 South M ain? (.V im  IIг м . ,  nod») 

We’ll go down r ig h t away.
S W E N SO N : V eil see you again . M rs. Brown. 

(M ir t liro irn  J?o<s to  door, stand* near it  an thru

SC H M ID T : Goodbye.
BASCOM : Goodbye. Miss Brown.
F IO R E L L I: Goodbye. Mees Brown.
BR O W N : Goodbye, everybody. (W ow ei, lea re 

through door a t U fi.  Mi*» f l  row  ч геянме» »eat. 
Wi/Л eh in cupped in hand», »hr »ture» thought-  
fu lly  into »linee. F ina lly , th e  get» up, e ro tte -  
room, and  ¿¡»appear* through door a t r igh t. Л 
eccomi la te r  s he reappear» irith h er Coat and  ha t 
in her hand. F or a m om ent «he panne» in center  
o f room, looking ahont her. Then, »pging the  
placard on the ,r a ll. A C E  E M  P L O Y  M E S  T 
A G E S C Y — S I  'P E R IO R  J O B S  F O R  S U P E R IO R  
P E O P L E , *hc walks over to it. turn«  it» fa re  to 
trail, a n d  goe» ont qu ie tly  th o u g h  door a t l e f t )


