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1. BLACKRECONSTRUCTION
W.E.B. Du Bois

1935

|. THEBLACKWORKER

How black men, comingto Americain the sixteenth, seventeentheighteenth
and nineteentfcenturiespecamea centralthreadin the historyof the United States,
at once a challengeto its democracyand alwaysan importantpart of its economic
historyand socialdevelopment

Easilythe mostdramaticepisodein Americanhistorywasthe suddenmoveto
freefour million black slavesn an effortto stopa greatcivil war, to end forty yearsof
bitter controversyandto appeasé¢he moral senseof civilization.

From the day of its birth, the anomaly of slavery plagueda nation which
assertedhe equalityof all men, and soughtto derive powersof governmenfrom the
consenbf the governed Within soundof the voicesof thosewho saidthislived more
than half a million black slavesforming nearly onefifth of the populationof a new
nation.

The black populationat the time of the first censushad risento threequarters
of amillion, and therewereovera million at the beginningof the nineteenthcentury.
Before 1830,the blackshad passedhe two million mark, helped by the increased
importationsjust before 1808,and the illicit smugglingup until 1820.By their own
reproductionthe Negroeseached3,638,80& 1850,and beforethe Civil War, stood
at 4,441,830They were 10%of the whole populationof the nationin 1700,22%in
1750,18.9%n 1800and 11.6%n 1900.

Theseworkerswere not all black and not all Africansand not all slavesin
1860,at least90%wereborn in the United States13%werevisibly of white aswell as
Negrodescentand actwally more than one fourth wereprobably of white, Indian and
Negroblood. In 1860,11%of thesedark folk werefreeworkers.

In origin, the slavesrepresenteceverythingAfrican, although most of them
originatedon or near the West Coast.Yet amongthem appearedthe great Bantu
tribesfrom SierraLeoneto SouthAfrica; the Sudanesestraightacrossthe centerof
the continent,from the Atlantic to the Valley of the Nile; the Nilotic Negroesand the
black and brown Hamites allied with Egypt;the tribesof the greatlakes;the Pygmies
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and the Hottentots;and in addition to these distincttracesof both Berberand Arab
blood. Thereis no doubt of the presenceof all thesevariouselementsn the massof
10,000,00@r more Negroestransportedfrom Africa to the variousAmericas,from
thefifteenthto the nineteenthcenturies.

Most of them that cameto the continentwent through WestIndian tutelage,
and thusfinally appearedn the United StatesThey broughtwith them their religion
and rhythmic song,and same tracesof their art and tribal customsAnd aftera lapse
of two and onehalf centuries,the Negroesbecamea settledworking population,
speaking English or French, professing Christianity, and used principally in
agriculturaltoil. Moreover,they so mingled their blood with white and red America
thattodaylessthan25%of the Negro Americansare of unmixed African descent.

Solong as slaverywasa matterof raceand color, it madethe conscienceof
the nation uneasyand continually affronted its ideak. The men who wrote the
Constitutionsoughtby everyevasionand almostby subterfugeto keeprecognition
of slaveryout of the basicform of the newgovernmentThey foundedtheir hopeson
the prohibition of the slavetrade, being sure that without cortinual additionsfrom
abroad,this tropical peoplewould not long survive,and thusthe problem of slavery
would disappearin death. They miscalculatedor did not foreseethe changing
economicworld. It might be more profitablein the WestIndiesto kill the slavedy
overworkand import cheapAfricans;but in Americawithout a slavetrade, it paid to
conservethe slaveand let him multiply. When, therefore,manifestlythe Negroes
werenot dying out, therecamequite naturallynew excusesnd explanationslt wasa
matterof socialcondition. Graduallythesepeoplewould be free;but freedomcould
only cometo the bulk asthe freed weretransplantedo their own land and country,
sincethe living togetherof black and white in Americawasunthinkable.Soagain the
nationwaited,and its consciencasankto sleep.

But in a rich and eagerland, wealthand work multiplied. They twistednew
and intricatepatternsaroundthe earth. Slowly but mightily theseblack workerswere
integratedinto modern industry. On free and fertile land Americansraised, not
simply sugarasa cheapsweeteningrice for food and tobaccoasa new and tickling
luxury; but they beganto grow a fiber that clothed the massef a raggedworld.
Cotton grew so swiftly that the 9,000balesof cotton which the new nation scarcely
noticed in 1791 became79,000in 1800;and with this increase walked economic
revolutionin a dozendifferentlines. The cotton crop reachedonehalf million bales
in 1822,a million balesin 1831 two million in 1840 threemillion in 1852,andin the
yearof secessiorstoodat the thenenormougotal of five million bales.

Suchfactsand others,coupled with the increaseof the slavesto which they



were related as both causeand effect, meanta new world; and all the more so
becausewith increasein American cotton and Negro slavescameboth by chance
and ingenuitynew miraclesfor manufacturingand particularlyfor the spinningand
weavingof cloth.

The giantforcesof waterand of steamwereharnessedo do the world'swork,
and the black workers of America bent at the bottom of a growing pyramid of
commerceand industry;and they not only could not be spared,f thisneweconomic
organizationwas to expand, but rather they becamethe causeof new political
demandsand alignmentspf newdreamsof powerand visionsof empire.

Firstof all, their work calledfor wideningstretche®f new, rich, black soil E in
Florida, in Louisiana,in Mexico; evenin Kansas.This land, addedto cheaplabor,
and labor easilyreguated and distributed,made profits so high that a whole system
of culture arosein the South,with a new leisureand socialphilosophy.Black labor
becamethe foundation stone not only of the Southern social structure, but of
Northern manufactureand commerce, of the Englishfactory system,of European
commerce of buying and sellingon a worldwide scale;new citieswerebuilt on the
resultsof black labor, and a newlabor problem,involving all white labor, aroseboth
in Europeand America.

Thus,the old difficultiesand paradoxesappearedn newdresslt becameeasy
to sayand easierto prove thattheseblack men werenot menin the sensehat white
menwere,and could neverbe, in the samesensefree. Their slaverywasa matterof
both raceand socid condition,but the conditionwaslimited and determinedby race.
They were congenitalwardsand children, to be wellreatedand caredfor, but far
happierand saferherethanin their own land. As the Richmond, Virginia, Examiner
putit in 1854:

"Let us not bother our brainsabout what Providenceintendsto do with our
Negroesin the distantfuture, but glory in and profit to the utmostby what He has
done for them in transplantingthem here, and setting them to work on our
plantations. . . True philanthropyto the Negro, begins like charity,at home;and if
Southernmen would actasif the canopyof heavenwereinscribedwith a covenant,
in lettersof fire, that the Negro is here,and here forever;is our property,and ours
forever;. . . they would accomplishmore good for the racein five yearsthan they
boastthe institutionitselfto haveaccomplishedn two centuries. . ."

On the otherhand, the growingexploitationof white labor in Europe,the rise
of the factory system,the increasedmonopdy of land, and the problem of the
distribution of political power, began to send wave after wave of immigrantsto
America,lookingfor newfreedom,newopportunityand newdemocracy.



The opportunityfor realand new democracyin Americawasbroad. Political
power at first was,asusual,confinedto property holdersand an aristocracyof birth
and learning.But it wasneversecurelybasedon land. Land wasfree and both land
and property were possibleto nearly every thrifty worker. Schoolsbeganearly to
multiply and opentheir doorsevento the poor laborer.Birth beganto countfor less
and lessand Americabecameto the world a land of economicopportunity. So the
world came to America, even before the Revolution, and afterwardsduring the
nineteenthcentury, nineteenmillion immigrantsenteredthe United States.

Whenwe comparethesefigureswith the cottoncrop and the increaseof black
workers,we seehow the economicproblem increasedn intricacy. This intricacyis
shownby the personsn the dramaand their differing and opposinginterestsThere
were the nativeborn Americans,largely of Englishdescentwho were the property
holdersand employersand evensofar astheywerepoor, theylookedforwardto the
time whenthey would accumulatecapitd and become,asthey put it, economically
"independent."Then there were the new immigrants,torn with a certain violence
from their older socialand economicsurroundings;strangersn a new land, with
visionsof risingin the socialand economicworld by meansof labor. They differedin
languageand socialstatusyaryingfrom the halfstarvedirish peasanto the educated
Germanand Englishartisan.There werethe free Negroesthoseof the North freein
somecasedor manygenerationsand voters;andin othercasesfugitives hewcomeas
from the South,with little skill and smallknowledgeof life and labor in their new
environment.There were the free Negroesof the South,an unstable,harried class,
living on sufferancef the law, and the goodwill of white patrons,and yetrisingto be
workersand sometime®wnersof property and evenof slavesand culturedcitizens.
There wasthe greatmassof poor whites,disinheritedof their economicportion by
competitionwith the slavesystemand land monopoly.

In the earlierhistoryof the South,free Negroeshad the right to vote. Indeed,
sofar asthe letterof the law wasconcernedtherewasnot a singleSoutherncolonyin
which a black man who ownedthe requisiteamountof property,and compliedwith
other conditionsdid not at someperiod havethelegalright to vote.

Negroesvotedin Virginia aslate as1723,whenthe assemblyenactedthat no
free Negro, mulatto or Indian "shall hereafterhave any vote at the electionsof
burgesse®r any election whatsoever."In North Carolina, by the Act of 1734,a
former discriminationagainstNegro voterswas laid aside and not reenacteduntil
1835.

A complaintin SouthCarolina,in 1701 said:
"Severalfree Negroeswerereceiv'd,& takenfor asgood Electorsasthe best



Freeholdersn the Province Sothatwe leaveit with Your Lordshipsto judgewhether
admittingAliens, StrangersServantsNegroes&c, asgood and qualified Voters,can
be thoughtany waysagreeableto King Charles'Patentto Your Lordships,or the
English Constitutionof Government."Again in 1716,Jewsand Negroes,who had
been voting, were expresslyexcluded. In Georgia, there was at first no color
discrimination althoughonly ownersof fifty acresof land could vote.In 1761,voting
wasexpresslyconfinedto whitemen."1

In the statescarvedout of the Southwestthey were disfranchiseds soonas
the statecameinto the Union, althoughin Kentuckythey voted between1792and
1799,and Tennesseallowedfree Negroedo votein her constitiion of 1796.

In North Carolina, where even disfranchisementn 1835,did not apply to
Negroeswho already had the right to vote, it was said that the severalhundred
Negroesvho had beenvotingbeforethenusuallyvoted prudentlyandjudiciously.

In Delaware and Maryland they voted in the latter part of the eighteenth
century.In LouisianaNegroesvho had had the right to vote during territorial status
werenot disfranchised.

To sumup, in colonialtimes,the free Negro wasexcludedfrom the suffrage
only in Georgia, South Carolina and Virginia. In the Border States,Delaware
disfranchisedhe Negroin 1792;Marylandin 1783and 1810.

In the Southeasti-loridadisfranchisedNegroesn 1845;and in the Southwest,
Louisianadisfranchisedhemin 1812;Mississippin 1817;Alabamain 1819;Missouri,
1821;Arkansasin 1836;Texas,1845.Georgiain her constitutionof 1777 confined
votersto white malesput thiswasomittedin the constitution®f 1789and 1798.

As slaverygrewto a systemand the Cotton Kingdom beganto expandinto
imperial white domination,a free Negrowasa contradiction,a threatand a menace.
As a thiefand a vagabondhe threatenedsocietyput asan educatedoropertyholder,
a successfuhechaniocor evenprofessionaman, he more thanthreatenedslavery He
contradictedand underminedit. He mustnot be. He mustbe suppressedgnslaved,
colonized.And nothingsobad could be saidabouthim thatdid not easilyappearas
true to slaveholders.

In the North, Negroes,for the most part, receivedpolitical enfranchisement
with the white laboring classesIin 1778,the Congressof the Confederationtwice
refusedto insertthe word "white" in the Articles of Confederationin assertinghat
freeinhabitantdn eachstateshouldbe entitledto all the privilegesand immunitiesof
free citizensof the severalktatesin the law of 1783 ,free Negroeswvererecognizeds
a basisof taxation,and in 1784,they wererecognizedasvotersin the territories.In



the NorthwestOrdinanceof 1787,"free mae inhabitantsof full age"wererecognized
asvoters.

The few Negroesthat were in Maine, New Hampshireand Vermont could
voteif they had the property qualificationsin Connecticutheyweredisfranchisedn
1814;in 1865this restrictionwasretained,and Negroesdid not regainthe right until
afterthe Civil War. In New Jerseythey weredisfranchisedn 1807 but regainedthe
right in 1820and lostit againin 1847 Negroesvotedin New York in the eighteenth
century, then were disfranchised,but in 1821 were permitted to vote with a
discriminatoryproperty qualificationof $250.No property qualificationwasrequired
of whites.Attemptswere madeat varioustimesto removethis qualificationbut it was
not removeduntil 1870.In Rhode Island they were disfranchisedn the constitution
which followedDorr's Rebellion,but finally allowedto votein 1842.In Pennsylvania,
they were allowed to vote until 1838when the "reform" conventionrestrictedthe
suffrageo whites.

The WesternStatesas territories did not usuallyrestrictthe suffrage but as
they were admitted to the Union they disfranchisedthe Negroes:Ohio in 1803;
Indianain 1816;lllinois in 1818;Michiganin 1837;lowain 1846;Wisconsinin 1848;
Minnesotan 1858;and Kansasn 1861.

The NorthwestOrdinance and even the LouisianaPurchasehad made no
color discriminationin legal and political rights. But the statesadmitted from this
territory, specificallyand from the first, denied free black men the right to vote and
passedcodesof black lawsin Ohio, Indianaand elsewhereinstigatedargelyby the
attitude and fearsof the immigrant poor whitesfrom the South. Thus, at first, in
Kansasand the West, the problem of the black worker was narrow and specific.
Neither the North nor the Westaskedthat black labor in the United Statesbe free
and enfranchisedOn the contrary,they acceptedslavelabor asa fact; but they were
determinedthatit shouldbe territorially restricted and shouldnot competewith free
whitelabor.

What wasthis industrial systemfor which the Southfought and risked life,
reputationand wealth and which a growing elementin the North viewed first with
hesitatingtolerance,then with distasteand finally with economicfear and moral
horror? What did it meanto be a slave?t is hard to imagineit today. We think of
oppressiorbeyondall conception:cruelty,degradationwhipping and starvationthe
absolutenegationof humanrights;or on the contrary,we may think of the ordinary
worker the world over today, slaving ten, twelve, or fourteenhoursa day, with not
enoughto eat, compelledby his physicalnecessitieso do this and not to do that,
curtailedin hismovementsand his possibilitiesand we say,here,too, is a slavecalled



a "freeworker,"and slaveryis merelya matterof name.

But there wasin 1863a real meaningto slaverydifferentfrom that we may
applyto the laborertoday. It wasin part psychologicalthe enforcedpersonalfeeling
of inferiority, the calling of anotherMaster;the standingwith hatin hand. It wasthe
helplessnesdt wasthe defenselessness family life. It wasthe submergencdelow
the arbitrary will of any sort of individual. It waswithout doubt worsein thesevital
respectghan that which existstodayin Europeor America. Its analoguetoday s the
yellow, brown and black laborerin China and India, in Africa, in the forestsof the
Amazon;and it wasthis slaverythatfell in America.

The slaveryof Negroesin the Southwasnot usuallya deliberatelycruel and
oppressivesystem.lt did not mean systematicstarvationor murder. On the other
hand, it is justasdifficult to conceiveasquite true the idyllic picture of a patriarchal
statewith culturedand humanemastersunder whom slavesvereaschildren, guided
and trainad in work and play, givenevensuchmentaltrainingaswasfor their good,
andfor the weltbeingof the surroundingworld.

The victimsof Southernslaverywere often happy;had usuallyadequatefood
for their health,and sheltersufficientfor a mild climate. The Southernersould say
with somejustificationthat when the massof their field handswere comparedwith
the worstclassof laborersin the slumsof New York and Philadelphiaand the factory
townsof New England the black slavesvereaswell off andin someparticularsbetter
off. Slaveslived largely in the country where health conditionswere better; they
worked in the open air, and their hours were about the current hours for peasants
throughoutEurope. They receivedno formal education,and neither did the Irish
peasantthe Englishfactoryaborer,nor the GermanBauer;and in contraswith these
free white laborers,the Negroeswere protectedby a certainprimitive sort of old-age
pension,job insurance,and sicknessnsurance;that is, they must be supportedin
somefashion,whentheyweretoo old to work; they musthaveattentionin sickness,
for they representedinvested capital; and they could never be among the
unemployed.

On the other hand, it is justastrue that Negro slavesn Americarepresented
the worst and lowestconditionsamong modern laborers.One estimateis that the
maintenanceof a slavein the Southcostthe masterabout$19a year, which means
that they were among the poorest paid laborersin the modern world. They
representedin a very real sensehe ultimatedegradationof man. Indeed,the system
was so reactionary,so utterly inconsistentwith modern progress,that we simply
cannotgraspit today.No matterhow degradedthe factoryhand, he is not real estate.
The tragedy of the black slave'spositionwaspreciselythis; his absolutesubjectionto



the individual will of an owner and to "the cruelty and injustice which are the
invariable consequence®f the exerciseof irresponsiblepower, especiallywhere
authoritymustbe sometimeslelegatedby the planterto agentsof inferior education
and coarseifeelings.”

The proof of this lies clearly written in the slave codes. Slaveswere not
consideredmen. They had no right of petition. They were "devisablelike any other
chatel." They could own nothing;they could makeno contractsthey could hold no
property,nor trafficin property;they could not hire out; they could not legallymarry
nor constitutefamilies;they could not control their children; they could not appeal
from their masterthey could be punishedat will. They could not testifyin court;they
could be imprisonedby their owners,and the criminal offenseof assauland battery
could not be committed on the person of a slave. The "willful, malicious and
deliberate murder" of a slave was punishableby death, but such a crime was
practicallyimpossibleof proof. The slaveowed to his masterand all his family a
respect "without bounds, and an absolute obedience." This authority could be
transmittedto others.A dave could not suehis master;had no right of redemption;
no right to educationor religion; a promisemade to a slaveby his masterhad no
force nor validity. Children followed the condition of the slavemother. The slave
could have no accesdo the judiciary. A slavemight be condemnedto death for
strikingany white person.

Looking at theseaccounts;'it is safeto saythat the law regardsa Negroslave,
so far as his civil statusis concernedpurely and absolutelyproperty, to be bought
andsoldand passand descendasa tractof land, a horse,or an ox."2

The whole legal status of slavery was enunciatedin the extraordinary
statementof a Chief Justiceof the United Statesthat Negroeshad alwaysbeen
regardedn America"ashavingno rightswhich a white manwasboundto respect.”

It may be said with truth that the law was often harsherthan the practice.
Neverthelesstheselawsand decisionsrepresenthe legally permissiblepossibilities,
and the only curb upon the power of the masterwas his sense of humanity and
decencyon the one hand, and the conservingof his investmenon the other. Of the
humanity of large numbersof Southernmastersthere can be no doubt. In some
casesthey gavetheir slavesa fatherly care. And yet evenin suchcaseshe strain
upon their ability to carefor largenumbersof peopleand the necessityf entrusting
the care of the slavesto other handsthan their own, led to much sufferingand
cruelty.

The matterof his investmenin land and slavesgreatlycurtailedthe owner's
freedomof action.Underthe competitionof growingindustrialorganizationthe slave



systemwas indeed the source of immense profits. But for the slave owner and
landlord to keep a large or evenreasonableshareof theseprofits wasincreasingly
difficult. The price of the slaveproduce in the open market could be hammered
down by merchantsand tradersactingwith knowledgeand collusion.And the slave
owner was, therefore,continually forced to find his profit not in the high price of
cottonand sugar,but in beatingevenfurther down the costof his slavelabor. This
made the slave ownersin early daysKkill the slaveby overwork and renew their
working stock;it led to the widely organizednterstateslavetrade betweenthe Border
Statesand the Cotton Kingdom of the SouthernSouth;it led to neglectand the
breakingup of families,and it could not protectthe slaveagainsthe cruelty,lustand
neglectof certainowners.

Thus human slavery in the South pointed and led in two singularly
contradctory and paradoxical directions E toward the deliberate commercial
breedingand saleof human labor for profit and toward the interminglingof black
and white blood. The slaveholdershrankfrom acknowledgingeithersetof factsbut
theywereclearand undeniable.

In this vital respectthe slavelaborer differed from all othersof his day: he
could be sold; he could, at the will of a singleindividual, be transferredfor life a
thousandmilesor more. His family, wife and childrencould be legallyand absolutely
takenfrom him. Freelaborerstoday are compelledto wanderin searchfor work and
food; their familiesare desertedfor want of wages;but in all this thereis no such
direct barterin humanflesh.It wasa sharpaccentuatiorof control over men beyond
themodernlaborreserveor the contractcooliesystem.

Negroescould be sold E actuallysold as we sell cattle with no referenceto
calvesor bulls, or recognitionof family. It wasa nastybusinessThe white Southwas
properly ashamedof it and continually belittled and almostdeniedit. But it wasa
stark and bitter fact. Southern papers of the Border Stateswere filled with
advertisementd "l wishto purchasdifty Negroesof both sexesrom 6 to 30 yearsof
agefor which| will givethe highestcashprices."

"Wantedto purchaseE Negroesof everydescriptionageand sex."
The consequentlisruptionof familiesis provenbeyonddoubt:

"Fifty Dollars reward.E Ran awayfrom the subscribera Negro girl, named
Maria. Sheis of a coppercolor, between13 and 14 yearsof ageE bareheadedand
barefooted.Sheis smallfor her age E very sprightlyand very likely. Shestatedshe
wasgoingto seeher motherat Maysville.SanfordTomson."

"Committedto jail of MadisonCounty,a Negrowoman,who cals her name



Fanny,and saysshebelongsto William Miller, of Mobile. Sheformerly belongedto
JohnGivins, of this county,who now ownsseverabf her children.David Shropshire,
Jailer."

"Fifty Dollar reward. E Ran away from the subscriber,his Negro man
Pauladorecommonlycalled Paul.l understandGen.R. Y. Haynehaspurchasechis
wife and children from H. L. Pinckney,Esq.,and has them on his plantation at
Goosecreekwhere,no doubt, the fellowis frequentlylurking. T. Davis."One cansee
Pauladoe "lurking" abouthis wife and children.3

The systemof slaverydemandeda specialpolice force and sucha force was
made possibleand unusually effective by the presenceof the poor whites. This
explainsthe differencebetweenthe slaverevoltsin the West Indies, and the lack of
effectiverevoltin the SouthernUnited StatesIn the WestIndies,the powerover the
slavewasheld by the whitesand carriedout by themand suchNegroesasthey could
trust.In the South,on the otherhand, the greatplantersformed proportionatelyquite
assmalla classbut they had singularlyenoughat their commandsomefive million
poor whites;that is, there were actuallymore white peopleto police the slaveshan
therewereslavesConsideringthe economicrivalry of the black and white workerin
the North, it would have seemednaturalthat the poor white would haverefusedto
policethe slavesBut two considerationged him in the oppositedirection.Firstof all,
it gavehim work and someauthority as overseer slavedriver, and memberof the
patrol systemBut aboveand beyondthis, it fed his vanity becausat associatedhim
with the mastersSlaverybred in the poor white a dislike of Negrotoil of all sorts.He
neverregardedhimselfasa laborer,or aspart of any labor movementlf he had any
ambitionat all it wasto becomea planterand to own "niggers."To theseNegroeshe
transferredall the dislike and hatred which he had for the whole slavesystem.The
resultwasthatthe systemwasheld stableand intactby the poor white. Evenwith the
lateruin of Haiti beforetheir eyesthe plantersstirredastheywere,werenevertheless
able to stamp out slaverevolt. The dozen revolts of the eighteenthcentury had
dwindled to the plot of Gabrielin 1800,Veseyin 182, of Nat Turner in 1831and
crewsof the Amistadand Creolein 1839and 1841 .Graduallythe whole white South
becamean armedand commissioned¢ampto keepNegroesn slaveryandto kill the
blackrebel.

But eventhe poor white, led by the planter,would not have kept the black
slavein nearlysocompletecontrol had it not beenfor whatmay be calledthe Safety
Valve of Slavery;andthatwasthe chancewhich a vigorousand determinedslavehad
to run awayto freedom.

Under the situationasit developedbetween1830and 1860there were grave
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lossedo the capitalinvestedin black workers.Encouragedoy the idealismof those
Northern thinkerswho insistedthat Negroeswere human, the black worker sought
freedomby running awayfrom slavery.The physicalgeographyof Americawith its

pathsnorth, by swamp,river and mountainrange;the daring of black revolutionists
like Hensonand Tubman; and the extralegal effortsof abolitionistsmadethis more

and more easy.

One cannot know the real facts concerningthe number of fugitives, but
despitethe fear of advertisinghe lossesthe emphasigput upon fugitive slavedy the
Southshowshatit wasanimportanteconomicitem. It is certainfrom the bitter effort
to increasehe efficiencyof the fugitive slavelaw that the lossedrom runawayswere
widespreadand continuousand the increasen the interstateslavetradefrom Border
Statedo the deep South,togetherwith the increasen the price of slavesshoweda
growingpressureAt the beginningof the ninegteenthcentury,one boughtan average
slavefor $200;,whilein 1860the price rangedfrom $1,40Q0 $2,000.

Not only wasthe fugitive slaveimportantbecauseof the actuallossinvolved,
but for potentialitiesn the future. Thesefree Negroeswverefurnishing a leadershigor
the massof the black workers,and especiallythey were furnishinga text for the
abolition idealists.Fugitive slaves like FrederickDouglassand othershumbler and
lessgifted, increasedhe number of abolitionistdby thousandsaind spelledthe doom
of slavery.

The true significanceof slaveryin the United Statesto the whole social
developmentof America lay in the ultimate relation of slavesto democracy.What
wereto be the limits of democraticcontrolin the United States™ all labor, black as
well aswhite, becamefree E were givenschoolsand the right to vote E whatcontrol
could or shouldbe setto the powerand actionof theselaborersAVasthe rule of the
massof Americansto be unlimited, and the right to rule extendedto all men
regardlesof race and color, or if not, what power of dictatorshipand control; and
how would property and privilege be protected?This wasthe greatand primary
guestionwhich wasin the mindsof the menwho wrotethe Constitutionof the United
Statesand continuedin the minds of thinkersdown throughthe slaverycontroversy.
It still remainswith the world asthe problem of democracyexpandsand touchesall
racesand nations.

And of all human developmentancientand modern, not the leastsingular
and significantis the philosophyof life and actionwhich slaverybred in the soulsof
blackfolk. In mostrespectsts expressiorwasstiltedand confusedthe rolling periods
of Hebrew prophecyand biblical legendfurnishedinaccuratebut splendd words.
The subtlefolkdore of Africa, with whimsyand parable,veiledwishand wisdom;and
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above all fell the anointing chrism of the slavemusic, the only gift of pure art in
America.

Beneaththe Veil lay right and wrong, vengeanceand love, and someimes
throwingasidethe veil, a soulof sweetBeautyand Truth stoodrevealed Nothingelse
of art or religion did the slaveSouthgive to the world, exceptthe Negro songand
story.And evenafterslaverydownto our day, it hasaddedbut little to this gift. One
hasbut to rememberassymbolof it all, still unspoiledby pettyartisansthe legendof
JohnHenry, the mighty black, who broke his heartworking againsthe machine,and
died "with hisHammerin His Hand."

Up from this slaverygraduallyclimbed the Free Negro with clearer,modern
expressiorand more definiteaim long beforethe emancipatiorof 1863.His greatest
effortlay in his cooperationwith the Abolition movementHe knew he wasnot free
until all Negroeswerefree. Individual Negroeshecameexhibitsof the possibilitieof
the Negrorace,if onceit wasraisedabovethe statusof slavery.Evenwhen, asso
often, the Negro becameCourt Jesterto the ignorant American mob, he made his
pleain hissongsand antics.

Thus spoke"the noblestslavethat ever God setfree," FrederickDouglassn
1852,in his 4th of Julyorationat Rochesteryoicingthe frank and fearlesriticismof
the blackworker:

"What, to the Americanslave,is your 4th of July?l answera day thatreveals
to him, more than all other daysin the year,the grossinjusticeand crueltyto which
he is the constantictim. To him your celebrationis a sham;your boastediberty, an
unholy licensejyour nationalgreatnessswellingvanity; your soundsof rejoicingare
empty and heartlessyour denunciationof tyrants, brasdronted impudence;your
shoutsof liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayersand hymns, your
sermonsand thanksgivingsyith all your religiousparadeand solemnity,are,to him,
mere bombast,fraud, deception,impiety and hypocrisyE a thin veil to cover up
crimeswhichwould disgracea nationof savages.. .

"You boastof your love of liberty, your superiorcivilization,and your pure
Christianity,while the whole political power of the nation (as embodiedin the two
greatpolitical parties)is solemnlypledgedto supportand perpetuatehe enslavement
of threemillions of your countrymen.You hurl your anathemast the crownheaded
tyrantsof Russiaand Austria and pride yourselveson your democatic institutions,
while you yourselvegonsentto be the meretools and bodyguardsof the tyrantsof
Virginia and Carolina.You invite to your shoredugitivesof oppressiorfrom abroad,
honor them with banquetsgreetthem with ovations,cheerthem, toas them, salute
them, protectthem, and pour out your moneyto them like water;but the fugitives
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from your own land you advertise hunt, arrest,shoot,and kill. You glory in your
refinementand your universaleducationyet you maintaina systemasbarbaousand
dreadful as ever stainedthe characterof a nation E a systembegun in avarice,
supportedin pride, and perpetuatedn cruelty. You shedtearsover fallen Hungary,
and make the sad story of her wrongsthe theme of your poets, statesmenand
orators till your gallantsonsarereadyto fly to armsto vindicateher causeagainsthe
oppressor;but, in regardto the ten thousandwrongsof the American slave,you
would enforcethe strictessilence and would hail him asan enemyof the nationwho
daresto makethosewrongsthe subjectof public discourse!"4

Above all, we mustrememberthe black worker wasthe ultimate exploited;
that he formed that massof labor which had neitherwish nor powerto escapdrom
the labor status,n order to directly exploit other laborers,or indirectly, by alliance
with capital,to sharein their exploitation.To be sure,the black mass,developed
againand again, here and there, capitalisticgroupsin New Orleans,in Charleston
and in Philadelphiagroupswilling to join white capitalin exploiting labor; but they
were driven back into the massby racial prejudice before they had reacheda
permanentfoothold; and thus becameall the more bitter againstall organization
which by meansof raceprejudice,or the monopolyof wealth,soughtto excludemen
from makinga living.

It wasthusthe black worker, asfounding stoneof a new economicsystemin
the nineteenthcenturyand for the modernworld, who broughtcivil warin America.
He wasits underlyingcausejn spiteof every effortto basethe strifeupon union and
nationalpower.

That dark and vastseaof humanlaborin Chinaand India, the SouthSeasand
all Africa; in the WestIndies and Central Americaand in the United StatesE that
greatmajority of mankind,on whos bent and broken backsresttoday the founding
stonesof modernindustryE sharesa commondestiny;it is despisedand rejectedby
raceand color; paid a wagebelowthe level of decentliving; driven, beaten prisoned
and enslavedn all but name;spawnimg the world'sraw materialand luxury E cotton,
wool, coffee,tea, cocoa,palm oil, fibers, spicesrubber, silks,lumber, copper,gold,
diamonds JeatherE how shallwe end the listand where?All theseare gatheredup at
priceslowestof the low, manufatured, transformedand transportecat fabulousgain;
and the resultantwealthis distributedand displayedand made the basisof world
powerand universaldominionand armedarrogancen London and Paris,Berlinand
Rome,New York and Rio de Janeiro.

Here is the real modernlabor problem. Here is the kernel of the problem of
Religionand Democracy,of Humanity. Words and futile gesturesvail nothing. Out
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of the exploitation of the dark proletariatcomesthe SurplusValue filched from
human beastswhich, in culturedlands,the Machine and harnessedPowerveil and
conceal. The emancipatiorof manis the emancipatiorof labor and the emancipation
of labor is the freeingof that basicmajority of workerswho are yellow, brown and
black.

Dark, shackledknightsof labor, clingingstill
Amidsta universalwreckof faith

To cheerfulnessndforeignerdo hate.
Theseknowye not, thesehaveye not received,
Buttheseshallspeakto you Beatitudes.
Around themsurgethetidesof all your strife,
Above themrisethe augustmonuments

Of all your outwardsplendor but they stand
Unenviousn thought,andbide theirtime.

LeslieP. Hill

1. CompareA. E. McKinley, The SuffrageFranchiseén the ThirteenEnglishColoniesin America,p. 137.
2. A Pictureof Slavey Drawn from the Decisionsf SouthernCourts,p. 5.

3. CompareBancroft,SlaveTradingin the Old South;Weld, AmericanSlaveryasilt Is.

4. Woodson,NegroOratorsand Their Orations,pp. 21819.

Il. THEWHITEWORKER

How Americabecamethe laborer'sPromisedLand; and flockingherefrom all
the world the white workers competed with black slaves, with new floods of
foreignersand with growingexploitation,until they foughtslaveryto savedemocracy
andthenlostdemocracyin a newand vasterslavery

The opportunityfor real and new democracyin Americawasbroad. Political
power wasat first as usualconfinedto property holdersand an aristocracyof birth
and learning.But it wasneversecurelybasedon land. Land wasfree and both land
and property were possibleto nearly every thrifty worker. Schoolsbeganearly to
multiply and opentheir doorsevento the poor laborer.Birth beganto countfor less
and lessand Americabecameto the world a land of opportunity.Sothe world came
to America,evenbefore the Revolution,and afterwardduring the nineteenthcentury,
nineteenmillion immigrantsenteredthe United States.

The new labor that cameto the United Stateswhile it was poor, usedto
oppressionand accustomedio a low standardof living, was not willing, after it
reachedAmerica,to regarditselfasa permanentaboringclassandit isin the light of
this fact that the labor movementamong white Americansmust be studied. The
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successfulyell paid American laboring classformed, becauseof its property and
ideals,a petty bourgeoisieready alwaysto join capitalin exploitingcommonlabor,
white and black, foreign and native. The more energeticand thrifty among the
immigrants caught the prevalent American idea that here labor could become
emangpated from the necessityf continuoustoil and that an increasingproportion
could join the classof exploiters,that is of thosewho madetheir income chiefly by
profit derivedthroughthe hiring of labor.

Abraham Lincoln expressedhis idea frankly at Hartford, in March, 1860.He
said:

"I am not ashamedo confesghat twentyfive yearsago! wasa hired laborer,
maulingrails,atwork on aflat boat E justwhatmight happento any poor man'sson."
Then followed the characteristiphilosophyof the time: "I wantevery manto have
his chanceE and | believea black manis entitledto it E in which he can betterhis
condition E whenhe may look forward and hopeto be a hired laborerthis yearand
the next, work for himselfafterward,and finally to hire mento work for him. Thatis
thetrue system."

He was enunciatingthe widespreadAmerican idea of the son rising to a
highereconomiclevel thanthe father;of the chancefor the poor manto accumulate
wealthand power,which madethe Europeandoctrine of a working classfighting for
the elevationof all workersseemnot only lessdesirablebut evenlesspossiblefor
averagavorkersthantheyhad formerly consideredt.

Theseworkerscameto opposeslaverynot so much from moral asfrom the
economicfear of beingreducedby competitionto the level of slavesThey wanteda
chance to become capitalists;and they found that chance threatenedby the
competitionof a working classwhosestatusat the bottom of the economicstructure
seemedpermanentand inescpable. At first, black slaveryjarred upon them, and as
early as the seventeenthcentury German immigrantsto Pennsylvaniaasked the
Quakersinnocentlyif slaverywasin accordwith the Golden Rule. Then, gradually,
assucceedingmmigrantswerethrownin difficult and exasperatingompetitionwith
black workers, their attitude changed.Thesewere the very yearswhen the white
worker was beginning to understandthe early American doctrine of wealth and
property;to escapehe liability of imprisonmentfor debt, and evento gainthe right
of universalsuffrageHe found pouring into citieslike New York and Philadelphia
emancipatedNegroeswith low standardf living, competingfor the jobs which the
lower classof unskilledwhite laborerswanted.

For the immediate available jobs, the Irish particularly competedand the
employersbecauseof race antipathyand sympathywith the Southdid not wish to
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increasethe number of Negro workers, so long as the foreignersworked just as
cheaply.The foreignersan turn blamedblacksfor the cheapprice of labor. The result
wasracewatr; riotstook placewhich wereat first simply the flaminghostilityof groups
of laborersfighting for bread and butter; then they turned into raceriots. For three
daysin Cincinnatiin 189, a mob of whiteswoundedand killed free Negroesand
fugitiveslavesand destroyedoroperty.Most of the black population,numberingover
two thousand,left the city and trekked to Canada.ln Philadelphia,18281 840, a
serieof riots took placewhich thereafterextendeduntil afterthe Civil War. The riot
of 1834took the dimensionf a pitched battle and lastedfor threedays. Thirty-one
housesand two churcheswere destroyed.Other riots took placein 1835and 1838
andatwo days'riot in 1842cause the callingout of the militia with artillery.

In the fortiescame quite a different classthe Englishand Germanworkers,
who had tried by organizationto fight the machineand in the end had to some
degreeenvisagedhe Marxian reorganizatiorof industry through trade unions and
classstruggle. The attitude of these people toward the Negro was varied and
contradictory At first they blurted out their disapprobatiorof slaveryon principle. It
wasa phaseof all wageslavery.Then they beganto seea way out for the workerin
America through the free land of the West. Here was a solution such as was
impossiblein Europe: plenty of land, rich land, land coming daily nearerits own
markets,to which the worker could retreatand restorethe industrialbalance ruined
in Europeby the expropriationof the worker from the soil. Or in other words, the
workerin Americasawa chanceto increasehis wageand regulatehis conditionsof
employmentmuch greaterthan in Europe.The trade unionscould have a material
backing that they could not have in Germany, Franceor England. This thought,
curiouslyenough,insteadof increasinghe sympathyfor the slaveturned it directly
into rivalry and enmity.

The wisestof the leaderscould not clearly envisaggust how slawe labor in
conjunction and competition with free labor tended to reduce all labor toward
slavery.For this reason,the union and labor leadersgravitatedtoward the political
party which opposedtariff bountiesand welcomedimmigrants,quite forgettingtha
this sameDemocraticparty had as its backbonethe planter oligarchy of the South
with its slavelabor.

The newimmigrantsin their competitionwith this group reflectednot simply
the generalattitude of America toward colored people, but particularlythey felt a
threatof slavecompetitionwhich theseNegroesoreshadowedTI he Negroesworked
cheaply, partly from custom, partly as their only defenseagainstcompetition.The
white laborersrealizedthat Negroeswere part of a group of millions of workerswho
were slavesby law, and whosecompetitionkept white labor out of the work of the
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South and threatenedits wagesand stability in the North. When now the labor

guestionmoved West,and becamea part of the land question,the competitionof

black men becameof increasedmportance.Foreignlaborerssawmore clearlythan
most Americansthe tremendoussignificanceof free land in abundance,such as
America possessedn open contrastto the land monopoly of Europe.But here on

thisfreeland, they met not only a few free Negroworkers,but the threatof a massof

slavesThe attitudeof the Westtoward Negroestherefore becamesternerthan that
of the East. Here was the possibility of direct competition with slaves,and the

absorptionof Westernland into the slavesystem.This mustbe resistedat all costs,
but beyondthis, evenfree Negroesmustbe discouragedOn this the Southernpoor

whiteimmigrantsnsisted.

In the meantime the problem of the black worker had not ceasedo trouble
the consciencexnd the economicphilosophyof America. That the worker shouldbe
a bond slavewas fundamentallyat variancewith the American doctrine, and the
demandfor the abolition of slaveryhad beencontinuoussincethe Revolution.In the
North, it had resultedin freeinggraduallyall of the Negroes But the comparatively
smallnumber of thosethus freed wasbeing augmentednow by fugitive slavesrom
the South,and manifestlythe ultimateplight of the black worker dependedupon the
courseof Southernslavery.There arose then,in the thirties,and amongthinkersand
workers,a demandthat slaveryin the United Statese immediatelyabolished.

This demandbecameepitomizedin the crusadeof William Lloyd Garrison,
himselfa poor printer, but a man of education,thought and indomitable courage.
This movementwasnot primarily a labor movementor a matterof profit and wage.It
simply saidthat under any condition of life, the reductionof a humanbeingto real
estatewas a crime againsthumanity of such enormity that its existencemust be
immediatelyended. After emancipatiorthere would come questionsof labor, wage
and political power. But now, first, mustbe demandedthat ordinary humanfreedom
and recognition of essentialmanhood which slavery blasphemouslydenied. This
philosophyof freedomwasa logical continuationof the freedomphilosophyof the
eighteenthcenturywhich insistedthat Freedomwasnot an End but an indispensable
meansto the beginningof human progressand that democracycould function only
after the droppingof feudalprivilegesmonopolyand chains.

The propagandawhich made the abolition movementterribly real wasthe
FugitiveSlaveE the pieceof intelligenthumanitywho could say:| havebeenowned
like anox. | stolemy own body andnow | am huntedby law and lashto be madean
ox again.By no conceptionof justicecould suchlogic be answeredNeverthelessat
the sametime white labor, while it attemptedno denial but even expressedaint
sympathy sawin this fugitive slaveand in the millions of slavesbehind him, willing
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and eagerto work for lessthan currentwage,competitionfor their own jobs. What
they failed to comprehendwas that the black man enslavedwas an even more
formidableand fatalcompetitorthanthe black manfree.

Here, then, were two labor movements:ithe movementto give the black
worker a minimum legal statuswhich would enablehim to sell his own labor, and
anothermovementwhich proposedto increasethe wageand betterthe condition of
the working classin America, now largely composedof foreign immigrants,and
disputewith the new American capitalismthe basisupon which the new wealthwas
to be divided. Broad philanthropyand a wide knowledgeof the elementsof human
progressould haveled thesetwo movementdo unite andin their unionto become
irresistible.lt wasdifficult, almostimpossible for this to be clearto the white labor
leadersof the thirties. They had their particularistioggrievancesand one of thesewas
the competitionof free Negrolabor. Beyond this they could easilyvisiona new and
tremendouscompetitionof black workersafterall the slavesbecamefree. What they
did not seenor understandvasthat this competitionwaspresentand would continue
and would be emphasizedf the Negro contirued as a slaveworker. On the other
hand, the Abolitionistsdid not realizethe plight of the white laborer, especiallythe
semiskilledand unskilledworker.

While the Evansbrothers,who cameas labor agitatorsin 1825,had among
their twelvedemands'the abolition of chattelslavery, nevertheless;eorgewassoon
convincedthatfreedomwithoutland wasof no importance He wroteto Gerrit Smith,
who wasgivingland to Negroesand said:

"I wasformerly, like yourself,sir, a very warm advocateof the abolition of
slavery.This wasbefore| sawthat there waswhite slavery.Sincel sawthis, | have
materiallychangedmy viewsasto the meansof abolishingNegroslavery. now see,
clearly,| think, thatto give the landlessblack the privilege of changhg mastersnow
possessely the landlesswvhite would hardly be a benefitto him in exchangegor his
suretyof supportin sicknes&nd old age,althoughhe is in a favorableclimate.If the
Southernform of slaveryexistedat the North, | shouldsaythe black would be a great
loserby sucha change."1

At the conventionof the New England antislaverysocietyin 1845,Robert
Owen, the greatchampionof cooperationsaidhe wasopposedtio Negroslavery put
that he had seenworseslaveryin Englandthan amongthe NegroesHorace Greeley
said the sameyear: "If | am lesstroubled concerningthe slavery prevalentin
Charlestonor New Orleans,it is becausd seeso much slaveryin New York which
appeardo claimmy firstefforts.”

Thus despiteall influences,reform and social uplift veered away from the
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Negro. Brisbane,Channing, Owen and other leaderscalled a National Reform
Associationto meet in New York in May, 1845.In October, Owen's "World
Conference"met. But they hardly mentionedslavery.The Abolitionistsdid join a
Nationallndustial Congressvhich metaround 18451 846.0ther labor leaderswere
openly hostiletoward the abolitionistmovement,while the movementfor free land
increased.

Thus two movement&LaborFree Soil, and Abolition, exhibited fundamental
divergencansteadof becomingone greatparty of freelabor and freeland. The Free
Soilersstressedhe difficultiesof eventhe free laborer gettinghold of the land and
getting work in the great congestionwhich immigration had brought; and the
abolitionistsstressedhe moral wrong of slavery.Thesetwo movementanight easily
have cooperatedand differed only in mattersof emphasisput the trouble wasthat
black and white laborerswere competingfor the samejobs just of courseas all
laborersalwaysare. The immediatecompetitionbecameopen and visible becauseof
racial lines and racial philosophy and particularly in Northern stateswhere free
Negroesand fugitive slaveshad establishedhemselvessworkers,while the ultimate
and overshaowing competitionof free and slavelabor was obscuredand pushed
into the background.This situation,too, made extraordinaryreaction,led by the
ignorantmob and fomentedby authority and privilege; abolitionistswere attacked
and their meetingplacesburned; womensuffragistsverehooted;lawswereproposed
making the kidnaping of Negroes easier and disfranchisingNegro voters in
conventiongalledfor purposesf "reform."

The humanitarianreform movementreachedits height in 18471849 amid
falling prices,and trade unionismwasat a low ebb. The strikesfrom 18431852won
the support of Horace Greeley, and increasedthe labor organizationsLabor in
easterncities refusedto touch the slaverycontroversy,and the control which the
Democratshad over the labor vote in New York and elsewhereincreasedthis
tendencyto ignorethe Negro,and increasecdhe division betweenwhite and colored
labor. In 1850,a Congressof Trade Unions was held with 110 delegatesThey
stressedand reform but said nothing about slaveryand the organizationeventually
was capturedby Tammany Hall. After 1850 unions composedof skilled laborers
beganto separatdrom commonlaborersand adopta policy of closedshopsand a
minimum wage and excluded farmersand Negroes.Although this movementwas
killed by the panic of 1857,it eventuallybecametriumphantin the eightiesand
culminatedin the American Federationof Labor which today allows any local or
nationalunion to excludeNegroeson any pretext.

Other labor leadersbecane more explicit and emphasizedace rather than
classJohnCampbellsaidin 1851:"Will the white race ever agreethat blacksshall
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standbesideus on electionday, upon the rostrum,in the ranksof the army, in our
placesof amusementin placesof public worship,ride in the samecoachesrailway
cars,or steamships®ever! Never!or is it natural,or just, that this kind of equality
shouldexist?God neverintendedit; had he sowilled it, he would havemadeall one
color."2

New labor leaders arrived in the fifties. Hermann Kriege and Wilhelm
Weitling left their work in Germany,and their friendsMarx and Engelsand cameto
America, and at the sametime cametensof thousandsof revolutionaryGermans.
The Socialiseand CommunistpapersincreasedTrade unionsincreasedn powerand
numbersand held public meetings.Immediately,the questionof slaveryinjected
itself,and that of abolition.

Kriege beganto preachland reform and free soil in 1846,and by 1850six
hundred American paperswere supportinghis program. But Kriege went beyond
Evansandformerleadersand openlyrepudiatedabolition.He declaredin 1846:

"That we seein the slaveryquestiona property questionwhich cannot be
settledby itself alone. That we should declareourselvesn favor of the abolitionist
movementif it were our intentionto throw the Republicinto a stateof anarchy,to
extend the competition of ‘free workingmen'beyond all measure,and to depress
labor itself to the last extremity. That we could not improve the lot of our 'black
brothers'by abolition under the conditionsprevailingin modern society,but make
infinitely worse the lot of our 'white brothers.' That we believe in the peaceable
developmentof societyin the United Statesand do not, therefore,here at least see
our only hope in condition of the extremestdegradation.That we feel constrained,
therefore,to opposeAbolition with all our might, despiteall the importunitiesof
sentimentalphilistinesand despite all the poetical effusionsof libertyintoxicaed
ladies."3

Wilhelm Weitling, who came to America the following year, 1847, started
much agitationbut gavelittle attentionto slavery.He did not openly side with the
slaveholderasKriegedid; neverthelesgsherewasno condemnatiorof slaveryin his
paper.In thefirst Germanlabor conferencen PhiladelphiapnderWeitlingin 1850,a
seriesof resolutionswere passedwhich did not mention slavery.Both Kriege and
Weitling joined the Democraticparty and numbersof otherimmigrantGermansdid
the same thing, and theseworkers,therefore becamepracticaldefendersof slavery.
Doubtless,the "KnowNothing" movement againstthe foreignborn forced many
workersinto the Democratigparty, despiteslavery.

The year 1853 saw the formation of the Arbeiterbund, under Joseph
Weydemeyera friend of Karl Marx. This organizatioradvocatedMarxian socialism
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but nevergota clearattitudetowardslaveryIn 1854t opposedthe Kansas\ebraska
bill becauséCapitalismand land speculatiorhaveagainbeenfavoredat the expense
of the massof the people,"and "This bill withdrawsfrom or makesunavailablein a
future homesteadill vasttractsof territory," and "authorizeghe further extensionof
slavery;but we have,do now, and shallcontinueto protestmostemphaticallyagainst
both whiteand black slavery."

Neverthelesswhen the Arbeiterbund was reorganizedin December, 1857,
slaverywasnot mentioned.When its new organappearedn April, 1858,it saidthat
the question of the presentmoment was not the abdition of slavery, but the
prevention of its further extensionand that Negro slaverywas firmly rooted in
America. One small division of this organizationin 1857 called for abolition of the
slavetradeand colonizationof Negroeshut defendedthe Southen slaveholders.

In 1859,however,a conferenceof the Arbeiterbundcondemnedall slaveryin
whateverform it might appear,and demandedthe repealof the FugitiveSlaveLaw.
The Democraticand proslaveryNew York StaatZeitung counseledthe peopleto
abstain from agitation againstthe extensionof slavery, but all of the German
populationdid not agree.

As the Chartist movementincreasedin England,the presswasfilled with
attacksagainstthe United Statesand its institutions,and the Chartistswere clearon
the matterof slavery.Their chief organin 1844said:"That damningstainupon the
Americanescutcheons one that hascausedthe Republicansof Europeto weepfor
very shameand mortification; and the people of the United Stateshave much to
amnswer for at the bar of humanity for this indecent,cruel, revolting and fiendish
violationof their boastedprinciple E that'All menareborn freeand equal.™

The labor movementin Englandcontinuedto emphasize¢he importanceof
attackingslavery;and the agitation,startedby the work of FrederickDouglassand
others,increasedn importanceand activity.In 1857 ,Georgel. Holyoakesentan antk
slaveryaddress¢o America, signedby 1,800Englishworkingmen,whom Karl Marx
himselfwasguiding in Englaml, and this madethe black Americanworker a central
text. They pointed out the fact that the black worker wasfurnishingthe raw material
which the English capitalistwas exploiting togetherwith the Englishworker. This
sameyear,the United StatesSupreme Court sentdown the Dred Scottdecisionthat
Negroeswverenot citizens.

This Englishinitiative had at first but limited influencein America.The trade
unionswere willing to admit that the Negroesoughtto be free sometimejut at the
presentselfpreservatiorcalledfor their slavery;and afterall, whiteswere a different
gradeof workersfrom blacks.Evenwhenthe Marxianideasarrived,therewasa split;
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the earlier representativesf the Marxian philosophyin America agreedwith the
older Union movement in deprecating any entanglementwith the abolition
controversyAfter all, abolitionrepresentedapital. The whole movementwasbased
on mawkishsentimentalityand not on the demandsof the workers,at leastof the
white workers. And so the eary American Marxists simply gave up the idea of
intruding the blackworkerinto the socialiscommonwealtrat thattime.

To this logic the abolitionistswere increasinglyopposed.lt seemedto them
thatthe crucialpoint wasthe matterof freedom;thata freelaborerin Americahadan
evenchanceto make his fortune asa worker or a farmer;but, on the other hand, if
the laborerwasnot free, asin the caseof the Negro, he had no opportunity,and he
inevitablydegradedwhite labor. The abolitionistdid not sensehe new subordination
into which the worker wasbeing forced by organizedcapital,while the laborersdid
not realizethat the exclusionof four million workersfrom the labor programwasa
fatal omission.Wendell Phillips alone suggeste@ boycotton Southerngoods,and
saidthatthe greatcauseof labor wasparamountand includedmill operativesn New
England,peasant# Ireland,and laborersin SouthAmericawho oughtnot to be lost
sightof in sympathyfor the Southernslave.

In the United Staesshortly before the outbreakof the Civil War there were
twentysix tradeswith national organizationsincluding the iron and steelworkers,
machinistsblacksmithsetc. The employersormed a nationalleagueand plannedto
import more workmen from foreign countries.The iron moldersstarteda national
strike July 5, 1859,and said: "Wealth is power, and practicalexperienceteachesus
thatit is a power but too often usedto oppressand degradethe daily laborer. Year
after year the capital of the country becomesmore and more concentratedn the
handsof a few, and, in proportion asthe wealthof the countrybecomescentralized,
its power increasesand the laboring classesre impoverishedlt thereforebecomes
us,asmenwho haveto battlewith the sternrealitiesof life, to look this matterfair in
the face;thereis no dodgingthe questionjet everymangiveit a fair, full and candid
considerationand thenactaccordingto his honestconvictionsWhat positionare we,
the mechanic®f America,to hold in Society?"

There wasnot a word in thisaddressaboutslaveryand one would not dream
that the United Statesvason the vergeof the greatestabor revolutionit had seen.
Other conference®f the molders,machinistsand blacksmithsand otherswere held
in the sixties,and a labor massmeetingat FaneuilHall in Bostonin 1861said:"The
truth is that the workingmen care little for the strife of political partiesand the
intriguesof officeseekersWe regardthem with the contemptthey deserve We are
weary of this questionof slavery;it is a matterwhich doesnot concernus; and we
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wishonly to attendto our businessand leavethe Southto attendto their own affairs,
withoutany interferencdrom the North."4

In all this considerationywe have sofar ignoredthe white workersof the South
and we have done this becausethe labor movement ignored them and the
abolitionistsgnoredthem; and aboveall, they were ignored by Northern capitalists
and Southernplanters.They werein many respectalmosta forgottenmassof men.
Cairnesdescribeghe slaveSouth,the periodjustbeforethe war:

"It resolvestselfinto threeclassesyroadly distinguishedrom eachother,and
connectedby no common interestE the slaveson whom devolvesall the regubr
industry,the slaveholdersvho reap all its fruits, and an idle and lawlessrabble who
live dispersedvervastplainsin a conditionlittle removedfrom absolutebarbarism.”

From all that has been written and said about the antebellum South, one
almostlosessightof about5,000,00@vhite peoplein 1860who lived in the Southand
held no slavesEvenamongthe two million slaveholdersan oligarchyof 8,000really
ruled the South,while asan observersaid:"For twentyyears,| do not recollectever
to have seenor heard thesenonslaveholdingwhitesreferredto by the Southern
gentlemarasconstitutingany part of whatthey calledthe South."5They werelargely
ignorantand degradedpnly 25%could readand write.

The conditionof the poor whiteshasbeenmanytimesdescribed:

"A wretchedlog hut or two are the only habitationsin sight.Here reside,or
rather take shelter,the miserablecultivatorsof the ground, or a still more destitute
classvho makea precarioudiving by peddling’lightwood'in the city.. . .

"Thesecabins. . . are densof filth. The bed if there be a bed is a layer of
somethingin the corner that defiesscenting If the bed is nasty,what of the floor?
What of the whole enclosedspace?Vhat of the creatureshemselvesPough Water
in use as a purifier is unknown. Their faces are bedaubed with the muddy
accumulatiorof weeks.They just give them a wipe whenthey seea strangerto take
off the blackestdirt. . . . The poor wretchesseemstartledwhen you addresshem,
and ansver your questioncoweringlike culprits."6

Olmstedsaid:"l sawasmuch closepackingfilth and squalor,in certainblocks
inhabitedby laboringwhitesin Charlestonasl| havewitnessedn any Northerntown
of its size;and greaterevidencef brutaliy and ruffianly characterthan| haveever
happenedo see,amongan equalpopulationof thisclasspefore."7

Two classe®f poor whiteshavebeendifferentiatedthe mountainwhitesand
the poor whitesof the lowlands."Belowa dirty and illfavoredhouse,down underthe
bank on the shinglenear the river, sitsa family of five people, all ill-clothed and
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unclean;a blearyeyedold woman,a youngerwomanwith a massof tangledred hair

hangingabout her shouldersjndubitably sucklinga baby; a little girl with the same
auburnevidenceof Scotchancestrya boy, and a youngerchild all gatheredabouta

fire madeamongsomebricks, surroundinga coupleof iron saucepansn whichis a

dirty mixture looking like mud, but probably warmedup sorghumsyrup,which with

a fewpiecesof corn pone,makestheir breakfast.

"Most of them are illiterate and more than correspondinglygnorant. Someof
them had Indian ancestor@and a few bear evidencesf Negro blood. The socalled
'mountainboomer,'saysan observer,haslittle selfrespectand no selfreliance.... So
long ashis corn pile laststhe "cracker"livesin contentmentfeastingon a sortof hoe
cakemadeof gratedcorn meal mixed with saltand waterand bakedbeforethe hot
coals,with addition of what game the forestfurnisheshim when he can getup the
energyto go out and shootor trapit. . . . The irregularitiesof their moral livescause
themno senseof shame.. . . But, notwithstandingheselow moral conceptionsthey
areof anintensereligiousexcitability."'8

Above this lowestmassrose a middle classof poor whitesin the making.
There weresomesmallfarmerswho had more thana mere sustenancand yet were
not largeplanters.TherewereoverseersThere wasa growingclassof merchantsvho
traded with the slavesand free Negroesand becamein many casedarger traders,
dealing with the planters for the staple crops. Some poor whites rose to the
professionatlasssothatthe rift betweenthe plantersand the massof the whiteswas
partiallybridged by thissmallerintermediateclass.

While revolt againstthe dominationof the plantersover the poor whiteswas
voicedby menlike Helper,who calledfor a classstruggleto destroythe plantersthis
wasnullified by deeprooted antagonisnio the Negro,whetherslaveor free.If black
labor could be expelledfrom the United Statesor eventuallyexterminatedthen the
fight againsthe plantercould take place.But the poor whitesand their leaderscould
not for a moment contemplatea fight of united white and black labor againstthe
exploiters.Indeed, the natural leadersof the poor whites, the small farmer, the
merchantthe professionaiman, the white mechanicand slaveoverseerwere bound
to the plantersand repelled from the slavesand even from the massof the white
laborersin two ways:first, they constitutedthe police patrol who could ride with
plantersand now and then exerciseunlimited force upon recalcitrantor runaway
slaves;and then, too, there was alwaysa chancethat they themseles might also
becomeplantersby savingmoney,by investmentby the powerof goodluck; andthe
only heaventhatattracteddthemwasthe life of the greatSouthernplanter.Therewere
a fewweakassociationsf white mechanicssuchasprintersand shipwightsand iron
molders,in 185061 860,but practicallyno labor movementin the South.
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CharlesNordhoff stateghat he wastold by a wealthyAlabaman,in 1860 that
the plantersin his regionweredeterminedto discontinuealtogetheithe employment
of free mechanics."On my own place," he said, "I have slave carpentersslave
blacksmithsand slavewheelwrightsand thus| am independentof free mechanics."
And a certainAlfred E. Mathewsremarks:'l haveseenfree white mechanicobliged
to standasidewhile their familieswere sufferingfor the necessariesf life, whenthe
slavemechanicspwnedby rich and influentialmen, could get plenty of work; and |
have heard thesesamewhite mechanicsbreathethe most bitter cursesagainstthe
institutionof slaery and the slavearistocracy."

The resultantrevolt of the poor whites,just as the revolt of the slavescame
through migration. And their migration, instead of being restricted, was freely
encouragedAs a result,the poor whitesleft the Southin large numbers.in 1860,
399,700Virginians were living out of their native state.From Tennessee344,765
emigrated;from North Carolina, 272,606,and from South Carolina, 256,868.The
majority of thesehad come to the Middle Westand it is quite possiblethat the
Southernstatessentasmany settlergo the Westasthe Northeasterrstatesand while
the Northeastdemandedfree soil, the Southernersiemandednot only free soil but
the exclusionof Negroesfrom work and the franchiseThey had a very vivid fear of
the Negroasa competitorin labor, whetherslaveor free.

It was thus the presenceof the poor white Southernerin the West that
complicatedthe whole Free Soil movementin its relation to the labor movement.
While the Western pioneer was an advocate of extreme democracy and
equalitarianismn his political and economicphilosophy;his vote and influencedid
not go to strengtherthe abolitiondemocracy before,during, or evenafterthe war.
On the contrary,it wasstoppedand inhibited by the doctrine of race,and the West,
therefore, long stood against that democracy in industry which might have
emancipatedabor in the United Statespecausédt did not admit to that democracy
the Americancitizenof Negrodescent.

Thus Northern workerswere organizng and fighting industrialintegrationin
orderto gainhigherwageand shorterhours,and more and more they saweconomic
salvationin the rich land of the West.A Westernmovementof white workersand
pioneersbeganand was paralleledby a Westernmovemaent of plantersand black
workersin the South.Land and more land becamethe cry of the Southernpolitical
leader,with finally a growingdemandfor reopeningof the African slavetrade.Land,
more land, becamethe cry of the peasantarmerin the North. The two forcesmetin
Kansasandin Kansagivil war began.

The South was fighting for the protection and expansionof its agrarian
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feudalism.For the sheerexistenceof slavery,there must be a continual supply of

fertileland, cheaperslavesand suchpolitical poweraswould give the slavestatudull

legal recognition and protection, and annihilate the free Negro. The Louisiana
Purchaseéhad furnishedslavesand land, but mostof the land wasin the Northwest.
The foray into Mexico had openedan empire, but the availability of this land was
partly spoiled by the lossof California to free labor. This suggested proposed
expansionof slaverytoward Kansaswhereit involvedthe Southin competitionwith

white labor: a competition which endangeredthe slare status,encouragedslave
revolt,andincreasedhe possibilityof fugitiveslaves.

It wasa war to determinehow far industry in the United Statesshould be
carried on under a systemwhere the capitalistowns not only the nation's raw
material,not only the land, but alsothe laborer himself;or whetherthe laborerwas
going to maintain his personalfreedom, and enforceit by growing political and
economicndependencdasedon widespreadwnershipof land.

This bringsus down to the period of the Civil War. Up to the time that the
war actuallybroke out, Americanlabor simplyrefusedjn the main, to envisagélack
labor asa part of its problem.Rightup to the edgeof the war, it wastalkingaboutthe
emancipatiorof white labor and the organizatiorof strongerunionswithout sayinga
word, or apparentlygiving a thought,to four million black slavesDuring the war,
labor was resentful. Workers were forced to fight in a strife betweencapitalistsin
whichtheyhad no interestand they showedtheir resentmenin the peculiarlyhuman
way of beatingand murderingthe innocentvictimsof it all, the black free Negroesof
New York and other Northerncities;while in the South,five million nonslaveholding
poor white farmersand laborerssenttheir manhoodby the thousandgo fight and die
for a systenthat had degradedthem equallywith the black slave.Could oneimagine
anythingmore paradoxicathanthiswholesituation?

Americathus steppedforward in the first blossomingof the modernageand
addedto the Art of Beauty,gift of the Renaissancegnd to Freedomof Belief, gift of
Martin Luther and Leo X, a vision of democraticseligovernmentthe dominationof
political life by the intelligentdecisionof free and seltsustainingnen. What an idea
and what an areafor its realizationE endlesdand of richestfertility, naturalresources
suchas Earth seldomexhibited before,a populationinfinite in variety, of universal
gift, burnedin the firesof povertyand casteyearningtowardthe UnknownGod; and
selfreliant pioneers,unafraidof man or devil. It wasthe SupremeAdventure,in the
lastGreatBatdeof the West,for thathumanfreedomwhich would releasehe human
spiritfrom lower lustfor meremeat,and setit freeto dreamand sing.

And then same unjustGod leaned,laughing,over the rampartsof heavenand
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droppeda blackmanin the midst.

It transformedthe world. It turned democracyback to Roman Imperialism
and Fascismjt restoredcasteand oligarchy;it replacedfreedomwith slaveryand
withdrewthe nameof humanityfrom the vastmajority of humanbeings.

But not without struggle.Not without writhing and rending of spirit and
pitiable wail of lost souls.They said: Slaverywaswrong but not all wrong; slavery
mustperishand not simply move; God madeblack men; God madeslavery;he will
of God be done;slaveryto the glory of God and black men ashis servantsand ours;
slaveryasa way to freedomE the freedomof blacks,the freedomof whites;white
freedomasthe goal of the world and black slaveryasthe path thereto.Up with the
whiteworld, down with the black!

Then came this battle called Civil War, beginningin Kansasin 1854,and
endingin the presidentiaklectionof 1876E twentyawful years.The slavewentfree;
stooda brief momentin the sun;then movedback againtoward slavery.The whole
weightof Americawasthrown to color caste.The colored world wentdown before
England, France,Germany, Russia,ltaly and America. A new slaveryarose.The
upwardmoving of white labor wasbetrayedinto warsfor profit basedon color caste.
Democracydied savein the heartsof blackfolk.

Indeed, the plight of the white working classthroughoutthe world today is
directly traceableto Negro slaveryin America, on which modern commerceand
industrywasfounded,and which persistedo threatenfree labor until it waspartially
overthrownin 1863.The resultingcolor castefoundedand retainedby capitalismwas
adopted,forwardedand approvedby white labor, and resultedin subordinationof
colored labor to white profits the world over. Thus the majority of the world's
laborers,by the insistenceof white labor, becamethe basisof a systemof industry
which ruined democracyand showedits perfectfruit in World War and Depression.
And thisbook seekdo tell thatstory.

Haveye leisure,comfort,calm,
Shelterfood, love'sgentlebalm?
Or whatisit ye buy sodear

With your pain and with your fear?
The seedye sow,anotherreaps;
The wealthye find, anotherkeeps;
The robesye weaveanoher wears;
The armsye forge,anotherbears.

PercyByssheShelley

1. Schliiter,Lincoln, Labor and Slaveryp. 66.
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2. Campbell,Negromaniap. 545.

3. Schliiter,Lincoln, Labor and Slavery pp. 72,73.

4. Schliiter,Lincoln, Labor and Slaveryp. 135

5. Schliiter,Lincoln, Labor and Slavery p. 86.

6. Simkinsand Woody, SouthCarolinaDuring Reconstructionp. 326.
7. Olmsted,SeaboardSlaveStatesp. 404.

8. Hart, The SouthernSouth,pp. 34, 35.

lll. THEPLANTER

How severper centof a sectim within a nationruled five million white people
and owned four million black people and soughtto make agriculture equal to
industrythroughthe rule of property without yielding political poweror educationto
labor

Sevenper cent of the total populaton of the Southin 1860owned nearly 3
million of the 3,953,696slaves.There was nearly as great a concentrationof
ownershipin the bestagriculturalland. This meantthatin a country predominantly
agricultural, the ownership of labor, land and capital was extraordinarily
concentrated.Such peculiar organizationof industry would have to be carefully
reconciledwith the new industrialand political democracyof the nineteenthcentury
if it wereto survive.

Of the five million whiteswho ownedno slavessomewere united in interest
with the slaveowners.Thesewere overseersdrivers and dealersin slaves.Others
werehirersof white and black labor, and still othersweremerchantsand professional
men, forming a petty bourgeoisclass,and climbing up to the planterclassor falling
down from it. The massof the poor whites, as we have shown, were economic
outcasts.

Colonial Virginia declaredits beliefin naturaland inalienablerights, popular
sovereigntyand governmentfor the commongood, evenbefore the Declarationof
IndependenceBut it soonbecamethe belief of doctrinaires,and not a singleother
Southernstate enactedthesedoctrinesof equality until after the Civil War. The
Reconstructiorconstitutionsncorporatedthem; but quite logically, South Carolina
repudiatedits declarationn 1895.

The domination of property was shownin the qualificationsfor office and
voting in the South.Southernersand othersin the ConstitutionalConventionasked
for property qualificationsfor the Presidentof the United Statesthe federaljudges,
and SenatorsMost Southernstategovernmentsequired a property qualificationfor
the Governor, and in South Carolina, he must be worth ten thousand pounds.
Membersof the legislaturenustusuallybe landholders.
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Pluralvotingwasallowedaslate as1832.The requiremeniof the ownershipof
freehold land for officeholdersoperated to the disadvantageof merchantsand
mechanicsin North Carolina,a man mustown 50 acresto vote for Senatorand in
1828, 0ut of 250 votersat Wilmington, only 48 had the qualificationsto vote for
Senator.Toward the time of the Civil War many of theseproperty qualifications
disappeared.

Into the hands of the slaveholdersthe political power of the South was
concentrated,by their sccial prestige,by property ownershipand also by their
extraordinaryrule of the countingof all or at leastthreefifthsof the Negroesaspart of
the basisof representationn the legislature.lt is singular how this "threefifths"
compromisewas used, not only to degradeNegroesin theory, but in practiceto
disfranchisehe white South.Nearlyall of the Southernstatesbeganwith recognizing
the white populationasa basisof representatiorthey afterwardfavoredthe black belt
by directlegislatioror by countingthreefifths of the slavepopulation,and thenfinally
by countingthe whole black population;or they establishedasin Virginia and South
Carolina, a "mixed" basisof representationpased on white population and on
property;thatis, on land and slaves.

In the distribution of seatsin the legislature,this manipulationof political
power appears.In the older statesrepresentativesvere assignedarbitrarily to
countiesdistrictsand towns,with little regardto population.This wasfor the purpose
of putting the controlin the handsof wealthyplanters.Variationsfrom this werethe
basingof representatioron the white populationin one House,and taxationin the
other,or the useof the Federalproportion;thatis, free personsand threefifths of the
slavespr Federalproportion and taxationcombined.Thesewere all manipulatedso
asto favorthe wealthyplanters The commerciaklasssecuredscantrepresentatioas
comparedwith agriculture,

"It is a factthat the political working of the state[of SouthCarolina]is in the
handsof one hundred and fifty to one hundred and eightymen. It hastakenme six
monthsto appreciatethe entirenessf the fact, though of coursel had heard it
stated."*

In all casesthe slaveholdempracticaly voted both for himselfand his slaves
and it wasnot until 1850and particularlyafter the war that there were signsof self
assertioron the part of the poor whitesto break this monopoly of power. Alabama,
for instance,in 1850,basedrepresentationn the generalassemblyupon the white
inhabitantsafterthirty yearsof countingthe whole white and black population.Thus
the Southernplantershad in their handsfrom 1820to the Civil War political power
equivalento oneor two million freemenin the North.
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They fought bitterly during the early stagesof Reconstructiorto retain this
powerfor the whites,while at the sametime grantingno political powerto the blacks.
Finallyand up to thisday, by makinggoodtheir effortsto disfranchisehe blads, the
political heirs of the planters still retain for themselvesthis added political
representatioras a legacyfrom slavery,and a power to frustrateall third party
movements.

Thus, the planterswho ownedfrom fifty to one thousandslavesand from one
thousandto ten thousandacresof land cameto fill the whole picture in the South,
and literature and the propagandawhich is usually called history have since
exaggeratedhat picture. The plantercertainlydominatedpoliticsand sociallife E he
boadged of his education, but on the whole, these Southernleaderswere men
singularly ignorant of modern conditions and trends and of their historical
background.All their ideas of gentility and educationwent back to the days of
Europeanprivilege and caste They cultivateda surfaceacquaintancewith literature
and they threw Latin quotationseven into Congress.Some few had a cultural
educationat Princetonand at Yale,and to thisday Princetonrefusego receiveNegro
students,and Yale has admitted a few with reluctance,as a curious legacy from
slavery.

Many Southernerdraveledabroad and the fashionableEuropeanworld met
almostexclusivelyAmericansfrom the Southand werefavorablyimpresseddy their
manners which contrasted with the gaucherie of the average Northerner. A
Southernerof the upper classcould enter a drawing room and carry on a light
conversatiorand eat accordingto the rules, on tablescoveredwith silver and fine
linen. They were"gentlemen'accordingto the older and more meagerconnotationof
theword.

Southernwomen of the planter classhad little formal education;they were
trainedin dependencewith a smatteringof Frenchand music;they affectedthe latest
Europeanstyleswerealwaysdescribedas"beautiful"and of coursemustdo no work
for a living exceptin the organizationof their householdsin this latter work, they
wereassiste@nd evenimpededby more servantthantheyneeded.The temptations
of this shelteredexotic position called the finer possibilitiesof womanhood into
exerciseonly in exceptionalcaseslt wasthe womanon the edgeof the inner circles
andthoseof the strugglingooor whiteswho soughtto enterthe ranksof the privileged
who showedsuperiorcharacter.

Most of the planters,like most Americans, were of humble descenttwo or
three generationsremoved. JeffersonDavis was a grandsonof a poor Welsh
immigrant.Yet the Southerner'sssumptiongmpressedhe North and althoughmost
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of themweredescendedrom the samesocialclassessthe Yankees, yetthe Yankees
had more recentlybeenreenforcedby immigrationand werestrenuoushardworking
men, ruthlesslypushingthemselveto the leadershipof the newindustry.Suchfolk
not only "love a lord," but eventhe fair imitationof one.

The leackers of the Southhad leisurefor good breedingand high living, and
before them Northern society abaseditself and flattered and fawned over them.
Perhapghis, more than ethicalreasonspr eveneconomicadvantagemadethe way
of the abolitionisthard. In New York, SaratogaPhiladelphiaand Cincinnati,a slave
baron, with his fine raiment,gorgeousand dolHike womenand black flunkies,quite
turned the headsof Northern society.Their habits of extravagancempressedthe
nation for a long period. Much of the wastechargedagainstReconstructiorarose
from the attemptof the postwar population,white and black, to imitatethe manners
of a slavenurtured gentility, and this brought furious protestfrom former planters;
becausewhile plantersspentmoneyfilched from the labor of black slavesthe poor
white and black leaders of Reconstructionspent taxes drawn from recently
impoverishedlanters.

From an economicpoint of view, this planterclasshad interestin consumption
rather than production. They exploited labor in order that they themselveshould
live more grandly and not mainly for increasingproduction. Their tastewent to
elaboratehouseholdsyvellfurnishedand hospitablethey had much to eatand drink;
theyconsumedargequantitiesof liquor; they gambledand carousedand keptup the
habit of dueling well down into the nineteenthcentury.Sexuallythey were lawless,
protectingelaboratelyand flatteringthe virginity of a small classof women of their
socialclan, and keepingat commandmillions of poor women of the two laboring
groupsof the South.

Sexualchaoswas alwaysthe possibility of slavery,not alwaysrealizedbut
alwayspossible:polygamythroughthe concubinageof black womento white men;
polyandry between black women and selectd men on plantationsin order to
improve the human stock of strongand able workers.The censusof 1860counted
588,352ersonbviouslyof mixed blood E a figureadmittedlybelowthe truth.

"Everyman who resideson his plantationmay havehis harem,and hasevery
inducementof custom,and of pecuniarygain|[The law declareshat the children of
slavesare to follow the fortunesof the mother. Hencethe practiceof plantersselling
and bequeathingheir own children.],to tempt him to the common practice Those
who, notwithstanding,keep their homes undefiled may be considered as of
incorruptiblepurity.”1

Mrs. Trollope speakf the situationof New Orleans'mulattoes:
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"Of all the prejudicesl have ever withessedthis appearsto us the most
violent, and the most inveterate.Quadroon girls, the acknowledgeddaughtersof
wealthyAmericanor Creolefatherseducatedwith all the styleand accomplishments
which money can procure at New Orleans,and with all the decorumthat careand
affection can give E exquisitely beautiful, graceful, gentle, and amiable, are not
admitted,nay, are not on any termsadmissiblejnto the societyof the Creolefamilies
of Louisiana.They cannotmarry; thatis to say,no ceremonycan renderany union
with themlegalor binding."2

"It is known by almosteverybodywho has heard of the man, Richard M.
Johnson,a Democratic VicePresidentof the United States,that he had colored
daughtersof whom he was proud; and his wasnot an exceptionalcase."3Several
Presidentsf the United Statehhavebeenaccusedf racialcatholicityin sex.

And finally, one cannot forget that bitter word attributed to a sisterof a
Presidenof the United States'We Southernladiesare complimentedwith namesof
wives;but we are only mistressesf sgaglios."4

What the planterswantedwasincome large enoughto maintainthe level of
living which wastheir ideal. Naturally,only a few of them had enoughfor this, and
the rest,strivingtowardit, were perpetuallyin debtand querulouslyseekinga rea®n
for this indebtednessoutside themselvesSince it was beneaththe dignity of a
"gentleman’to encumberhimselfwith the detailsof his financesthis lordly excuse
enabled the planter to place between himself and the black slave a series of
intermediairesthroughwhom bitter pressureand exploitationcould be exercisedand
large crops raised. For the very reasonthat the plantersdid not give attentionto
details therewaswide tendencyto commercializeéheir growingbusines®f supplying
raw materialsfor an expandingmodernindustry.They werethe lastto comprehend
the revolutionthrough which that industry was passingand their effortsto increase
iIncomesucceedednly atthe costof rapingthe land and degradingthe laborers.

Theoreticallythere were many waysof increasingthe income of the planter;
practicallythere wasbut one. The planter might sell his crops at higher prices; he
mightincreasehis crop by intensivefarming,or he might reducethe costof handling
and transportinghis crops;he might increasehis cropsby making his laborerswork
harderand giving them smallerwagesin practice,the planter,so far aspriceswere
concerned,was at the mercy of the market. Merchantsand manufacturersby
intelligenceand closecombinationsetthe currentpricesof raw material.Their power
thus exercisedover agriculturewasnot unlimited but it wasso large, so continuous
and so steadilyand intelligently exerted that it gradually reducedagricultureto a
subsidiaryindustrywhosereturnsscarcel supportedthe farmerand hislabor.
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The Southernplanterin the fiftieswasin a key positionto attemptto break
and arrestthe growthof thisdominationof all industryby tradeand manufactureBut
he wastoo lazy and selfindulgentto do this and he would not apply his intelligence
to the problem. His capitalisticrivals of the North were hardworking, simpleliving
zealotsdevoting their whole energy and intelligenceto building up an industrial
system.They quickly monopolizedtransportand minesand factoriesand they were
more than willing to include the big plantations.But the planter wanted results
without effort. He wanted large income without correspondinginvestmentand he
insistedfuriously upon a systemof production which excluded intelligent labor,
machinery,and modern methods.He toyed with the idea of local manufacturesnd
shipsandrailroads But thisentailedtoo much work and sacrifice.

The resultwasthat Northern and Europeanindustry setpricesfor Southern
cotton, tobaccoand sugarwhich left a narrow margin of profit for the planter.He
could retaliateonly by more ruthlesslyexploiting his slavelabor so asto get the
largestcropsat the leastexpenseHe wasthereforenot deliberatelycruel to hisslaves,
but he had to raie cottonenoughto satisfyhis pretensionsnd selfindulgence gven
if it brutalizedand commercializedhis slavelabor.

Thus slaverywasthe economiclag of the 16th centurycarried over into the
19th century and bringing by contrastand by friction moral lapsesand political
difficulties.It hasbeen estimatedthat the Southernstateshad in 1860three billion
dollarsinvestedin slaveswhich meantthat slavesand land represented¢he massof
their capital.Beinggenerallyconvincedthat Negroescould only labor asslavesit was
easyfor them to becomefurther persuadedthat slaveswere better off than white
workers and that the South had a better labor systemthan the North, with
extraordinarypossibilitiesn industrialand socialdevelopment.

The argumentwent like this: raw material like cotton, tobacco,sugar,rice,
togetherwith other foodstuffsformed the real wealth of the United Statesand were
producedby the SouthernstatesThesecropsweresold all over the world and were
in suchdemandthat the industry of Europe dependedupon them. The trade with
Europe must be kept open so that the South might buy at the lowestpricessuch
manufacturedgoodsas she wanted,and she must opposeall Northern attemptsto
exaltindustryat the expenseof agiiculture.

The North mightarguecogentlythatindustryand manufacturecould build up
in the United Statesa nationaleconomy.Writers on economicsbeganin Germany
and Americato elaborateand insistupon the advantage®f sucha systemjut the
Southwould have none of it. It meantnot only giving the North a new industrial
prosperity,but doing this at the expenseof Englandand France;and the Southern
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planterspreferredEuropeto Northern America. They not only preferredEuropefor

socialreasonsand for economicadvantageshut they sensedhat the new power of

monopolizingand distributingcapitalthrougha nationalbankingsystemif permitted
in the North in an expandingindustry, would make the North an even greater
financialdictatorof the Souththanit wasat the time.

The South voiced for the Southernfarmer, in 1850,words almostidentical
with thoseof the Westernfarmer,seventyive yearslater."All industry,"declaredone
Southerner,'is gettinglegislativesupportagainstagriculture,and thusthe profits are
goingto manufactureand trade,and theseconcentratedn the North standagainsthe
interestof the South."

It could not, perhaps,be proven that the Southernplanter, had he been
educatedin economicsand history, and had he known the essentiatrends of the
modern world, could have kept the Industrial Revolution from subordinating
agricultureand reducingit to its presentvassalagé manufacturingBut it is certain
that an enlightened and farseeing agrarianism under the peailiar economic
circumstancesf the United Statesluring the first half of the nineteenthcenturycould
haveessentiallynodified the economictrend of the world.

The Southwith freerich land and cheaplabor had the monopolyof cotton,a
materialin universaldemand.If the leadersof the South,while keepingthe consumer
in mind, had turned more thoughtfullyto the problemof the Americanproducer,and
had guidedthe productionof cottonand food so asto take everyadvantageof new
machineryand modernmethodsin agriculture they might havemovedforward with
manufactureand been able to securean approximatelylarge amountof profit. But
this would haveinvolved yielding to the demandsof modern labor: opportunity for
education,legal protectionof women and children, regulationof the hours of work,
steadilyincreasingvagesand the right to somevoicein the administratiorof the state
if notin the conductof industry.

The Southhad but one argumentagainstollowingmoderncivilizationin this
yielding to the demandof laboring humanity:it insistedon the efficiencyof Negro
labor for ordinary toil and on its essentiakquality in physicalcondition with the
averagelabor of Europeand America. But in order to maintainits income without
sacrificeor exertion,the Southfell back on a doctrine of racial differenceswhich it
asserteanadehigherintelligenceand increaseckfficiencyimpossiblefor Negrolabor.
Wishing suchan excusefor lazy indulgence the planter easilyfound, inventedand
proved it. His subservienteligiousleadersrevertedto the "Curse of Canaan";his
pseudaescientistgatheredand supplementeall availabledoctrinesof raceinferiority;
his scatteredschoolsand pedantic periodicalsrepeatedtheselegends,until for the
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averae planterborn after 1840it wasimpossiblenot to believethat all valid lawsin
psychologyeconomicsand politicsstoppedwith the Negrorace.

The espousabf the doctrine of Negro inferiority by the Southwasprimarily
becauseof economic motivesand the interconnectedpolitical urge necessarto
supportslaveindustry;but to the watchingworld it soundedike the carefullythought
out resultof experienceand reason;and becauseof this it wassingularlydisastrous
for modern civilizationin sciene and religion, in art and governmentaswell asin
industry. The South could say that the Negro, even when brought into modern
civilization, could not be civilized, and that, therefore,he and the other colored
peoplesof the world weresofar inferior to the whitesthat the white world had a right
to rule mankindfor their own selfishinterests.

Neverin moderntimeshasa large sectionof a nation so usedits combined
energieso the degradationof mankind. The hurt to the Negro in this era wasnot
only his treatmentin slavery;it wasthe wound dealt to his reputationasa human
being. Nothing wasleft; nothingwassacred;and while the bestand more cultivated
and more humaneof the plantersdid not themselveslwaysrepeatthe calumny,they
stood by, consentingby silence,while blatherskitessaid things about Negroestoo
cruelly untrueto be the word of civilizedmen. Not only thenin the fortiesand fifties
did the word Negro lose its capital letter, but African history becamethe tale of
degradedanimalsand subhumansavagesyhereno vestigeof human culture found
foothold.

Thus a basisin reason,philanthropy and sciencewas built up for Negro
slavery. Judgeson the bench declared that Negro servitudewas to last, "if the
apocalypsée not in error, until the end of time." The Atlanta Daily Intelligencerof
January9, 1860,said,"We can'tseefor the life of us how anyoneunderstandindully
the greatprinciple that underliesour systemof involuntary servitude,can discover
any monstrosityin subjectinga Negroto slaveryof a white man. We contendon the
contrarythat the monstrosityor, at least,the unnaturalness this matter,consistsn
finding Negroesanywherein white communitiesnot under the control of the whites.
Wheneverwe seea Negro, we presuppose master,and if we seehim in whatis
commonly called a 'free state,'we considerhim out of his place. This matter of
manumissionpr emancipatiorinow, thank heaven Jesspracticedthan formerly,'is a
species of false philanthropy, which we look upon as a cousinGerman to
Abolitionism E bad for the masterworsefor the slave."

Beneaththis educationaland socialpropagandaday the undoubtedevidence
of the planter'sown expensesHe sawignorantand sullenlabor deliberatelyreducng
his profits. In fact, he alwaysfacedthe negativeattitude of the generalstrike.Open
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revoltof slavesE refusalto work E could be metby beatingand sellingto the harsher
methodsof the deep Southand Southwests punishment.Running away could be

curbedby law and police.But nothingcould stopthe doggedslavefrom doing justas
little and aspoor work aspossible All observerspokeof the factthatthe slavesvere
slowand churlish;thatthey wastedmaterialand malingeredat their work. Of course,
theydid. Thiswasnot racialbut economiclt wasthe answerof any group of laborers
forced down to the last ditch. They might be made to work continuouslybut no

powercould makethemwork well.

If the Europeanor Northern laborer did not do his work properly and fast
enough,he would losethe job. The black slavecould not losehisjob. If the Northern
laborer got sick or injured, he was discharged,usually without compensationthe
black slavecould not be dischargedand had to be given somecarein sicknesses,
particularly if he representeda valuable investment.The Northern and English
employercould selectworkersin the prime of life and did not haveto pay children
too youngto work or adultstoo old. The slaveownerhadto takecareof childrenand
old folk, and while this did not costmuch on a farm or entail any greatcare, it did
seriouslycut down the proportion of his effectivelaborers,which could only be
balancedby the systematitabor of womenand children. The childrenran loosewith
only the mostgeneralcontrol, gettingtheir food with the other slaves.The old folk
foragedfor themselvesNow and then they were found dead of neglect,but usually
there was no trouble in their getting at leastfood enoughto live and somerude
shdter.

The economicdifficultiesthat thus facedthe planterin exploiting the black
slavewere curious.Contraryto the trend of his age,he could not usehigherwageto
induce better work or a larger supply of labor. He could not allow his labor to
becone intelligent,althoughintelligentlabor would greatlyincreasdahe productionof
wealth. He could not depend on voluntary immigration unlessthe immigrantsbe
slavesand he mustbearthe burden of the old and sick and could only balancethis
by child labor and the labor of women.

The use of slave women as day workers naturally broke up or made
impossiblehe normal Negrohome and thisand the slavecodeled to a development
of which the Southwasreally ashamedand which it often denied,and yet perfecly
evident: the raising of slavesin the Border slave statesfor systematicsale on the
commercializedottonplantations.

The ability of the slaveholderand landlord to sequesten large shareof the
profits of slavelabor dependedupon his exploitationof that labor, ratherthan upon
high pricesfor his productin the market.In the world market,the merchantsand
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manufacturerdad all the advantageof unity, knowledgeand purpose,and could
hammerdown the price of raw material. The slaveholdertherefae, sawNorthern
merchantsand manufacturersenrich themselvesfrom the results of Southern
agriculture.He wasangry and usedall of his greatpolitical power to circumventit.

His only effectiveeconomicmovement,however,could take placeagainstthe shkve.
He wasforced, unlesswilling to take lower profits, continuallyto beatdown the cost
of hisslavelabor.

But therewasanothermotive which more and more stronglyastime wenton
compelledthe planterto cling to slavery.His political power wasbasedon slavery.
With four million slaveshe could balancethe votesof 2,400,000Northern voters,
while in the inconceivablesventof their becomingfree, their voteswould outhumber
thoseof his Northernopponentswhichwaspreciselywhathappenedn 186.

As the economicpower of the planter waned, his political power became
more and more indispensableo the maintenancef his incomeand profits.Holding
his industrial systemsecureby this political domination, the planter turned to the
more systemati exploitationof his black labor. One method called for more land
and the other for more slavesBoth meantnot only increasedcrops but increased
political power. It was a temptationthat sweptgreed, religion, military pride and
dreamsof empireto its defenseThereweretwo possibilitiesHe might follow the old
method of the early WestIndian sugarplantationswork his slaveswithout regardto
their physicalcondition, until they died of overwork or exposure and then buy new
ones.The difficulty of this, however,wasthat the price of slavessincethe attemptto
abolishthe slavetrade, wasgraduallyrising. This in the deep Southled to a strong
and graduallyincreasingdemandfor the reopeningof the African slavetrade,justas
modern industry demandscheaperand cheapercoolie labor in Asia and half slave
laborin African mines.

The other possibilitywasto find continualincrementsof new, rich land upon
which ordinary slavelabor would bring adequatereturn. This land the Southsought
in the Southeasthenbeyondthe Mississippin Louisianaand Texas,thenin Mexico,
and finally, it turned its facein two directions:itowardthe Northwesterrterritoriesof
the United Statesand towardthe WestIndian islandsand SouthAmerica. The South
wasdrawntowardthe Westby two motivesfirstthe possibilitythat slaveryin Kansas,
Colorado, Utah and Nevadawould be at leastas profitable as in Missouri, and
secondlyto preventthe expansionof free labor there and its threatto slavery.This
challeng@ wasa counselof despairin the faceof modernindustrialdevelopmentand
probably the radical Southexpecteddefeatin the Westand hoped the consequent
resentmenamongthe slaveholdersvould setthe Southtoward a greatslaveempire
in the Caribbean.Jeffersorbaviswasreadyto reopenthe African slavetradeto any
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futureacquisitionsouthof the Rio Grande.

This broughtthe Southto war with the farmersand laborersin the North and
West,who wantedfree soil but did not wantto competewith slavelabor. The fugitive
slavelaw of 1850vastlyextendedFederalpower so asto nullify staterightsin the
North. The Compromise of 1850 permitted the extensionof slavery into the
territories,and the KansadNebraskaBill, 1854, deprived Congressof the right to
prohibit slaveryanywhere.This openedthe entire Westto slavery.War followed in
KansasSlaveholdersventboldly into Kansasarmedand organized:

"The invaderswentin suchforce that the scatteredand unorganizedcitizens
could makeno resistane and in manyplacestheydid not attemptto vote, seeinghe
polls surroundedby crowdsof armed men who they knew camefrom Missourito
control the electionand the leadersof the invaderskept their men under control,
beinganxiousto preventneedleswiolence,asany seriousoutbreakwould attractthe
attentionof the country. In some districtsthe actual citizensprotestedagainstthe
electionand petitionedthe governorto setit asideand order another.

"We cantell theimpertinentscoundrelof the Tribune thatwe will continueto
lynch and hang, to tar and featherand drown every whitelivered Abolitionist who
daresto pollute our soil."5Shutout from the United Stategerritoriesby the FreeSoll
movementthe' Southdeterminedupon secessiowith the distinctidea of eventually
expandinginto the Caribbean.

There was, however,the oppositionin the Border States.The employersof
labor in the Border Stateshad found a new sourceof revenue.They did not like to
admitit. They surroundedit with a certainsecrecyand it wasexceedinglybad taste
for any Virginia planterto haveit indicatedthat he wasdeliberatelyraisingslavegor
sale;andyetthatwasa fact.

In no respectare the peculiar psychologicalifficultiesof the plantersbetter
illustratedthan with regardto the interstateslavetrade. The theory was clear and
lofty; slavesverea part of the family E "my people,"GeorgeWashingtorcalledthem.
Under ordinary circumstancethey wereneverto be alienated put supportedduring
goad behavior and bad, punished and corrected for crime and misdemeanor,
rewardedfor good conduct. It wasthe patriarchalclan translatedinto modern life,
with social religious,economicand evenblood ties.

This wasthe theory;but asa matterof fact, the cotton planterswere supplied
with laborersby the Border StatesA laboring stockwasdeliberatelybred for legal
sale.A large number of personsfollowed the professionof promoting this sale of
slaves.There were marketsand quotations,and the strean of black labor, moving
continuouslyinto the South,reachedyearlyinto the thousands.

38



Notwithstandingthese perfectly clear and authenticatedfacts, the planter
persistentlydeniedthem. He deniedthattherewasany considerablanterstatesaleof
slawes; he denied that familieswere broken up; he insistedthat slaveauctionswere
due to deathor mischanceand particularlydid he insistthat the slavetraderswere
the leastof humanbeingsand mostdespised.

This deliberate contradictionof plain facs constitutestself a major charge
againstslaveryand showshow the systemoften so affrontedthe moral senseof the
plantersthemselveghat they tried to hide from it. They could not facethe fact of
Negrowomenasbrood maresand of black childrenaspuppies.

Indeed, while we speakof the plantersas one essentiallyjunvarying group,
thereis evidencethat the necessitiesf their economicorganizationwvere continually
changingand deterioratingtheir morale and pushing forward ruder, noisier, less
cultivated elementsthan characterizedthe Southern gentlemanof earlier days.
Certainly,the cursing,brawling,whoringgamblerswho largelyrepresentedhe South
in the latefifties,evidencedhe inevitabledeterioratiorthat overtakesnenwhentheir
desie for incomeand extravaganceverwhelmsheir respectfor humanbeings.Thus
the interstateslavetrade grew and flourishedand the demandfor the African slave
tradewasrapidly becomingirresistiblein the latefifties.

From fifty to eightythousandskveswentfrom the Border Statedo the lower
Southin the lastdecadeof slavery.One planterfrankly saidthat he "calculatedthat
the momenta colored baby wasborn, it wasworth to him $300."Sofar aspossible,
the plantersin sellingoff their slavesavoidedthe breakingup of families.But they
were facing flat economicfacts.The personswho were buying slavesin the cotton
belt were not buying families, they were buying workers, and thus by economic
demandfamilieswere continuallyand regularlybroken up; the fatherwassold away;
the mother and the haltgrown children separatedand sometimessmallerchildren
were sold. One of the subsequentragediesof the systemwas the frantic efforts,
before and after emancipationpf Negroeshunting for ther relativesthroughoutthe
United States.

A Southernemwrote to Olmsted:"In the statesof Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, Kentucky, Tennesseeand Missouri, as much attention is paid to the
breedingand growth of Negroesasto that of horsesand mules Further south,we
raisethem both for use and for market. Planterscommandtheir girls and women
(marriedor unmarried)to havechildren;and | haveknown a greatmanyNegrogirls
to be sold off becausdhey did not havechildren. A breedingwomanis worth from
onesixthto onefourth morethanonethatdoesnot breed.”

Sexual chaosarose from economic motives. The deliberate breeding of a
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strong,big fieldhand stockcould be carriedout by selectingoropermalesand giving
them the run of the likelieg females.This in many Border Statesbecamea regular
policy and fed the slavetrade. Childbearing was a profitable occupation,which
receivedeverypossibleencouragemengnd therewasnot only no bar to illegitimacy,
but an actual premium put upon it. Indeed, the word was impossibleof meaning
underthe slavesystem.

Moncure D. Conway, whosefather was a slaveholdemear Fredericksburg,
Virginia, wrote:"As a generalthing, the chiefpecuniaryresourcan the Border States
is the breedingof slavesand | grieveto saythat thereis too much ground for the
chargesthat generallicentiousnes@among the slaves,for the purpose of a large
increase,is compelledby some mastersand encouragedby many. The period of
maternityis hastenedthe averageyouth of Negro mothersbeing nearly three years
earlier than that of any free race,and an old maid is utterly unknown amongthe
women."

J.E. Cairnes the Englisheconomistjn his passagevith Mr. McHenry on this
subject,computedfrom reliable data that Virginia, had bred and exportedto the
cottonstatedbetweenthe yearsof 1840and 1850n0 lessthan 100,00Glavesyhich at
$500per headwould haveyieldedher $50,000,000.

The law sometimegorbadethe breakingup of slavefamiliesbut:

"Not one of theseprohibitions,savethoseof Louisiana,and they but slightly,
in any way referredto or hamperedthe owner of unencumberedslaveproperty: he
mightsellor pawnor mortgageor giveit awayaccordingto profit or whim, regardless
of ageor kinship.

"Elsevherein the typical SouthE in Virginia, North Carolina,SouthCarolina,
TennesseeArkansasand TexaskE thereseemdo havebeenno restrictionof any sort
againstseparatingnothersand children or husbandsand wivesor sellingchildren of
anyage.Slavey was,indeed,a 'peculiarinstitution."'6

The slavetrading Border States therefore,in their own economicinterest,
franticallydefendedslavery,yet opposedthe reopeningof the African slavetradeto
which the SouthernSouthwasbecomingmore and more attracted.This slavetrade
had curiouspsychologicaéffectsupon the planter. When GeorgeWashingtorsold a
slave to the West Indies for one hogshead"of best rum" and molassesand
sweetmeatst wasbecauséethisfellowis both arogueandarunaway.

Thus tradition grew up that the saleof a slavefrom a gentleman'gplantation
was for special cause.As time went on and slavery became systematizecand
commercializedunder the Cotton Kingdom, this wasabsolutelyuntrue. The "buying
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or sellingof slaveswasnot viewedas havingany taint of 'hated' slavetrading; yet it
early became a fully credited tradition, implicitly accepted generation after
generationthat'all traderswerehated.™8

The sacrificesiecessaryor economicadvance Southernplantes wereon the
whole too selfishand too provincialto make. They would not in any degreecurtalil
consumptionin order to furnish at leastpart of the necessaryncreaseof capitaland
makedependencaipon debtto the North andto Europelessnecessarylhey did not
socializethe ownershipof the slaveon any large scaleor educatehim in technique;
they did not encouragdocal and auxiliary industryor manufactureand thusmakeit
possiblefor their own profit to exploit white labor and give it an economicfoothold.
This would haveinvolved, to be sure,increasedrecognitionof democracy,and far
from yieldingto any suchinevitabledevelopmentthe Souththrewitselfinto the arms
of areactionat leasttwo centuriesout of date.GovernorMcDufrle of SouthCarolina
called the laboring class,bleachedor unbleached,a "dangerous“elementin the
population.

A curiousargumentappearedn the CharlestorMercury of 1861.:

"Within ten yearspastasmany asten thousandslaveshavebeendrawn away
from Charlesta by the attractivepricesof the West,and [white]laborersfrom abroad
havecometo taketheir places.Theselaborershaveeverydispositionto work above
the slave,and if there were opportunity, would be glad to do so; but without such
opportunitythey come into competitionwith him; they are necessarilyestiveto the
contact.Already there is dispositionto exclude him from the trades,from public
works, from drays,and the tablesof the hotels;he is evennow excludedto a great
extent,and. . . when more laborers. . . shallcomein greatemumbersto the South,
they will still more increasehe tendencyto exclusion;they will questionthe right of
mastergo employ their slavesn any work that they may wish for; they will invoke
the aid of legishtion;they will usethe electivefranchiseto thatend; they will acquire
the powerto determinemunicipal electionsthey will inexorablyuseit; and thusthe
town of Charlestonat the very heartof slaverymay becomea fortressof democratic
poweraganstit."

The planters entirely misconceivedthe extent to which democracy was
spreadingin the North. They thoughtit meantthat the laboring classwasgoing to
rule the North for labor'sown economicinterestsEventhosewho sawthe seamyside
of slavey were convincedof the Tightnessof the systembecausdhey believedthat
there were seedsof disasterin the North againstwhich slaverywould be their
protection;"indicationsthat theseare alreadybeginningto be felt or anticipatedby
propheticminds, theythink they seein the demanddor 'Land Limitation,'in the ant
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renttroubles,in strikesof workmen,in the distresof emigrantsat the eddiesof their
current, in diseasedphilanthropy, in radical democracy,and in the progressof
socialisticideasin general.' The North," say they, 'has progressedunder the high
pressureof unlimited competition; as the population grows denser,there will be
terrific explosionsdisaster,and ruin, while they will ride quietly and safelyat the
anchorof slavey.™9

Thus the plantersof the South walked straightinto the face of modern
economic progress. The North had yielded to democracy, but only because
democracywascurbedby a dictatorshipof propertyand investmenihich left in the
handsof the leadersof industry sucheconomicpower asinsuredtheir masteryand
their profits. Lessthan this they knew perfectlywell they could not yield, and more
thanthistheywould not. They remainedmasterf the economicdestinyof America.

In the South,on the othe hand, the planterswalked in quite the opposite
direction, excluding the poor whites from nearly every economic foothold with
apparentlyno conceptionof the dangerof thesefive million workerswho, in time,
overthrewthe plantersand utterly submergedhemafterthe Civil War; and the South
was equally determinedto regard its four million slavesas a classof submerged
workersandto thisidealtheyandtheir successortill cling.

Calhounoncesaidwith perfecttruth: There hasneveryet existed"a wealthy
and civilizedsocietyin which one portion of the communitydid not, in point of fact,
live on the labor of the other." Governor McDufne of South Carolina said: "God
forbid thatmy descendantsn the remotesigenerationsshouldlive in any otherthan
a communityhavingthe institutionof domesticslavery."10

The South electedto make its fight through the political power which it
possessetiecauseof slaveryand the disfranchisemendf the poor whites.It had in
American history chosenelevenout of sixteenPresidentsseventeerout of twenty
eight Judgesof the Supreme Court, fourteen out of nineteen AttorneysGeneral,
twentyone out of thirtythreeSpeaker®f the House,eightyout of one hundredthirty-
four Foreign Ministers.It demandeda fugiive slavelaw as strongas words could
make it and it was offered constitutionalguaranteeswvhich would have made it
impossiblgor the North to meddlewith the organizatiorof the slaveempire.

The Southwasassuredf all the territory southwesbf Missouriand asfar as
California. It might evenhave extendedits imperialisticswaytoward the Caribbean
without effectiveoppositionfrom the North or Europe. The South had conquered
Mexico without help and beyondlay the restof Mexico, the WestIndiesand South
America,opento Southernimperialisticenterprise.The Southdominatedthe Army
and Navy. It arguedthata much largerproportion of the populationcould go to war
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in the South than in the North. There might, of course, be danger of slave
insurrection in along war with actualinvasion but the possibilityof a longwar or any
war at all Southernersdiscounted,and they looked confidently forward to being
eitheran independentsectionof the United Statesor an independentcountry with a
stableecanomic foundationwhich could dictateits termsto the modernworld on the
basisof a monopolyof cotton,and a largeproductionof otheressentiataw materials.

The Southwastoo ignorantto know that their only chanceto establishsuch
economicdictatoship and placethemselvesn a key economicpositionwasthrough
a nationaleconomy,in a large nation where a home marketwould absorba large
proportion of the production, and where agriculture,led by men of vision, could
demanda fair shareof profit from industry.

When, therefore,the planterssurrenderedhis chanceand wentto war with
the machineto establishagriculturalindependencethey lost becauseof their internal
weaknessTheir whole labor class black and white, wentinto economicrevolt. The
breachcould only have been healedby makingthe sameconcessionso labor that
France,England,Germanyand the North had made. There wasno time for such
changen the midstof war. Northernindustrymust,therefore afterthe war, makethe
adjustmat with labor which Southernagriculturerefusedto make.But the losswhich
agriculturesustainedhroughthe stubbornnes®f the plantersled to the degradation
of agriculturethroughoutthe modernworld.

Due to the stubbornnessf the Southand the captalismof the West,we have
had built up in the world an agriculturewith a minimum of machinesand new
methods,conductedby ignorantlabor and producingraw materialsusedby industry
equipped with machinesand intelligentlabor, and conductedby shrewdbusiness
men. The resulthasbeenthat a disproportionateart of the profit of organizedwork
has gone to industry, while the agriculturallaborer has descendedoward slavery.
The West, insteadof becominga country of peasantproprietorswho might have
counteractedhisresult,surrenderedtselfhand andfoot to capitalismand speculation
in land.

The abolition of American slaverystartedthe transportationof capital from
whiteto black countriesvhereslaveryprevailed,with the sametremendousand awful
consequencespon the laboring classe®f the world which we seeabout us today.
When raw materialcould not be raisedin a countrylike the United Statesit could be
raisedin the tropicsand semitropicsunder a dictatorshipof industry,commerceand
manufactureand with no freefarmingclass.

The competitionof a slavedirectedagriculturein the WestIndies and South
America,in Africa and Asia, eventuallyruined the economicefficiencyof agriculture
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in the United Statesand in Europe and precpitated the modern economic
degradationof the white farmer, while it put into the handsof the ownersof the
machinesucha monopoly of raw materialthat their dominationof white labor was
more and more complete.

The crisiscamein 1860,not so much becauseAbraham Lincoln waselected
Presidenbn a platform which refusedfurther land for the expansionof slavery,but
becausedhe cottoncrop of 1859reachedthe phenomenaheightof five million bales
as comparedwith three million in 1850.To this was added the threat of radical
abolitionasrepresentedy JohnBrown. The Southfearedthesesocialupheavaldut
it was spurredto immediate action by the great cotton crop. Startingwith South
Carolina, the Southerncottonraisingand slaveconsumingstateswere forced out of
the Union.

Their reasonfor doing this wasclearly statedand reiterated For a generation,
beliefin slaverywasthe Southernshibboleth:

"A suspicionof heresyon the subjectof the 'peculiarinstitution'wassufficient
to declarethe ineligibility of any candidatefor office; nay, more, orthodoxy beganto
dependupon the correctattitude toward the doctrine of 'SquatterSovereigntyand
the extremeview held asto Federalprotectionof slaveryin theterritories."11

JeffersoDavissaid thatthe North was"impairingthe securityof propertyand
slavesand reducingthosestatesvhich held slavedo a conditionof inferiority."

SenatorToombs said that property and slavesmust be entitled to the same
protection from the governmentas any other property. The South Carolina
conventionarraignedthe North for increasinghostility "to the institutionof slavery,"
and declaredfor secessiobecausdhe North had assumedhe right of decidingupon
the proprietyof Southerndomestidanstitutians.

GovernorR. C. Wickliffe in his messagat the extra sessiorof the legislature
of Louisianaexpressedis belief that the electionwas"a deliberatedesignto pervert
the powersof the Governmento the immediateinjury and ultimatedestructiorof the
peculiarinstitutionof the South."12

Slidelsfarewellspeechn the Congressionablobe of February5, 1861.:

"We separate,he said,"becausef the hostilityof Lincolnto our institutions....
If he wereinauguratedwithout our consentherewould be slaveinsurrectionsn the
South."13

The AlabamaCommissioneito Maryland arraignedthe Lincoln government
as proposingnot "to recognizethe right of the Southerncitizensto property in the
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labor of African slaves.'The Governor of Alabama arraignedthe Republicansfor
desiring"the destructiorof the institutionof slavery."

In the SouthernCongress,at Montgomery on the 2d of February, 1861,
SenatorWigfall, from Texas, said that he wasfighting for slavery,and for nothing
else.The patentof nobility is in the color of the skin.He wantedto live in no country
in which a man who blacked his boots and curried his horsewas his equal. Give
Negroesmusketsand make them soldiers,and the next subjectintroduced for
discussionwill be miscegenation.14And finally, Alexander H. Stephens,Vice
Presidentof the Confederacy statedfully the philosophyof the new Confederate
government!'The new Constitutionhasput at restforeverall the agitatingquestions
relating to our peculiar institutionsE African slaveryas it existsamongus E the
proper statusof the Negroin our form of civilization.This wasthe immediatecauseof
the late rupture and presentrevolution.Jeffersonin his forecasthad anticipatedthis
asthe 'rock uponwhichthe old unionwould split!He wasright. What wasconjecture
with him is now a realizedfact. But whetherhe fully comprehendedhe greattruth
upon which that rock stood and standsmay be doubted. The prevailing ideas
entertainedoy him and mostof the leadingstatesmemt the time of the formationof
the old Constitution werethat the enslavemenof the African wasin violation of the
lawsof nature;that it waswrongin principle, socially,morally and politically. It was
an evil they knew not well how to deal with, but the generalopinion of the men of
thatday wasthat, somehowor other,in the order of Providencethe institutionwould
be evanescentind passaway.. . . Thoseideas,however,werefundamentallywrong.
They restedupon the assumptiorof the equalityof races.This wasan error. It wasa
sandyfoundation,and the idea of a governmentuilt upon it; whenthe 'stormcame
andthe windsblew, it fell.'

"Our new governmentis founded upon exactly the opposite idea, its
foundationsare laid, its cornerstonerestsupon the greattruth that the Negrois not
equalto the white man. That slaveryE subordinationto the superiorraceE is his
naturaland normal condition. This, our new governmentjs the firstin the history of
the world, basedupon this greatphysi@l and moraltruth. This truth hasbeenslowin
the processof its developmentlike all other truths in the various departmentsof
sciencelt hasbeenso evenamongstus. Many who hear me, perhaps,canrecollect
well, thatthistruth wasnot generallyadmitted, evenwithin their day.. . .

"Now they are universallyacknowledgedMay we not, therefore,look with
confidenceto the ultimate universalacknowledgmenof the truths upon which our
systemrests. It is the first governmentever instituted upon principles of strict
conformityto nature,and the ordinationof Providencejn furnishingthe materialsof
humansociety.Many government$iave beenfoundedupon the principle of certain
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classeshut the classeshus enslavedwere of the samerace,and in violation of the
lawsof nature.Our systencommitsno suchviolationof nature'daws.The Negro, by
nature,or by the curseagainsiCanaanis fitted for that condition which he occupies
in our systemThe architect,in the constructiorof buildings,lays the foundationwith
the proper materialsthe granite;then comesthe brick or the marble.The substratum
of our societyis made of the materialfitted by naturefor it, and by experiencewe
knowthatit is best,not only for the superior,but for the inferior racethatit shouldbe
so. It is, indeed,in conformity with the ordinanceof the Creator.It is not for us to
inquire into the wisdom of His ordinances,or to questionthem. For His own
purposesHe hasmade one raceto differ from another,as He has had 'one starto
differ from anotherstarin glory."15

The rift betweenthe SouthernSouthand the Border Stateswas bridged by
omissionof all referenceto the reopeningof the slavetradeand stressinghe reality of
the Northernattackupon the insitution of slaveryitself.

The movementagainsthe slavetrade lawsin the SouthernSouthwasstrong
and growing.In 1854,a grand jury in the Williamsburgdistrict of South Carolina
declared:"As our unanimousopinion, that the Federallaw abolishingthe African
SlaveTrade is a public grievance.We hold this trade has been and would be, if
reestablished blessingo the Americanpeopleand a benefitto the African himself."

Two yearslater,the Governorof the statein his annualmessagarguedfor a
reopeningof the tradeand declared:"If we cannotsupplythe demandfor slavelabor,
thenwe mustexpectto be suppliedwith a specie®of labor we do not want"(i.e.,free
white labor). The movementwasforwardedby the commercialconventionsin 1855,
at New Orleans,a resolutionfor the repealof the slavetradelawswasintroducedbut
not reportedby committee.In 1856,at Savannahthe conventionrefusedto debate
the matter of the repealof the slavetrade laws but appointeda committee.At the
convention at Knoxville, in 1857,a resolutiondeclaringit inexpedientto reopenthe
tradewasvoteddown. At Montgomery,in 1858,a committeepresentedan elaborate
majority report declaringit "expedientand proper that the foreignslavetrade should
be reopened."After debate,it wasdecidedthatit wasinexpedientfor any singlestate
to attemptto reopenthe African slavetradewhile that stateis one of the United States
of America. Finally, at Vicksburgin 1859,it wasvoted 4019, "that all laws, stateor
Federal prohibitingthe African slavetrade,oughtto be repealed."

Both the provisionaland permanentconstitutionsof the Confederatestates
forbadethe importationof Negroesfrom foreigncountriesexceptthe "slaveholding
statesor territories of the United Statesof America." Neverthelessthe foreign
ministers of the Confederate states were assuredthat while the Confederate
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governmenthad no powerto reopenthe slavetrade,the statescould, if they wanted
to, andthatthe ministersverenot to discussnytreatiesdo prohibit the trade.16

Thusthe plantersled the Southinto war, carryingthe five million poor whites
blindly with them and standingupon a creedwhich opposedthe free distribution of
governmentland; which askedfor the expansbn of slaveterritory, for restricted
functionsof the nationalgovernmentand for the perpetuityof Negroslavery.

What irritated the planterand madehim chargethe North and liberal Europe
with hypocrisy,was the ethical implicationsof slavery.He was kept explaining a
systemof work which he insistedwasno differentin essencdrom thatin voguein
Europeandthe North. They and he wereall exploitinglabor. He did it by individual
right; they by statelaw. They calledtheir labor free,but afterall, the laborerwasonly
freeto starve|f he did not work on their terms.They calledhis laborera slavewhen
his mastemwasresponsibldor him from birth to death.

The Southernargumenthad strongbackingin the commercialNorth. Lawyer
O'Connerof New York expressedmid applausehat calm reasonedestimateof the
Negroin 1859 which pervadedthe North:

"Now, Gentlemen, natureitself hasassignechis condition of servitudeto the
Negro. He has the strengthand is fit to work; but nature, which gave him this
strength,denied him both the intelligenceto rule and the will to work. Both are
deniedto him. And the samenaturewhich denied him the will to work, gavehim a
masterwho shouldenforcethis will, and makea usefulservanof him in a climateto
which he is well adaptedfor his own benefitand that of the masterwho ruleshim. |
asserthatit is no injusticeto leavethe Negroin the positioninto which natureplaced
him; to put a masterover him; and he is not robbed of anyright, if he is compelledto
labor in returnfor this,and to supplya justcompensatiorior his masternn returnfor
the labor and the talentsdevotedto ruling him and to making him usefulto himself
andto society."

Whatthe planterand his Northernapologisdid not readily admitwasthatthis
exploitationof labor reducedit to a wageso low and a standardof living so pitiable
that no modernindustryin agricultureor trade or manufacturecould build upon it;
that it made ignorancecompulsoryand had to do so in selfdefense;and that it
automaticallywas keeping the South from entering the great streamof modern
industrywheregrowingintelligenceamongworkers,a rising standardof living among
the massesjncreasedpersonalfreedom and political power, were recognied as
absolutelynecessary.

The ethicalproblem here presentedvaslessimportantthan the political and
far lessthan the economic.The Southernersvere aslittle consciousf the hurt they
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were inflicting on human beingsas the Northernerswere of their treatmentof the
insane.lt is easyfor men to discountand misunderstandhe sufferingor harm done
others.Once accustomedo poverty, to the sight of toil and degradation,it easily
seemsnormal and natural; once it is hidden beneatha different color of skin, a
different statureor a different habit of action and speech,and all consciousnessf
inflictingill disappears.

The Southernplanter suffered,not simply for his economicmistakesE the
psychologicakffectof slaveryupon him wasfatal. The merefactthata mancould be,
underthe law, the actualmasterof the mind and body of humanbeingshad to have
disastrou®ffectslt tendedto inflatethe egoof mostplantersbeyondall reasonthey
becamearrogant,strutting,quarrelsomekinglets;they issuedcommandsthey made
laws; they shoutedtheir orders;they expecteddeferenceand selfabasementthey
were choleric and easily insulted. Their "honor" becamea vast and awful thing,
requiringwide and insistendeferenceSuchof them aswereinherently weakand in
efficientwere all the more easilyangered jealousand resentful;while the few who
were superior, physically or mentally, conceivedno bounds to their power and
personalprestige.As the world had long learned, nothing is so calculatedto ruin
humannatureasabsolutepoweroverhumanbeings.

On the otherhand, the possessionf suchpowerdid not and could not leadto
its continuedtyrannicalexercise.The tyrant could be kind and congenial He could
carefor his chatteldike a father he could grantindulgenceand largesshe could play
with powerandfind tremendoussatisfactiomn its benevolenuse.

Thus, economically and morally, the situation of the planter became
intolerable.What wasneededwasthe force of greatpublic opinion to makehim see
his economicmistakesand the moral debauchenthatthreatenechim. But hereagain
in the planter classno room wasmade for the reformer,the recalcitrant.The men
who dared such thought and act were driven out or suppressedvith a virulent
tyranny reminiscentof the Inquisition and the Reformation.For thesethere wasthe
samepeculiarway of escapethat lay before the slave.The planter who could not
standslaveryfollowed the poor whiteswho could not standNegroes they followed
the Negrowho alsocould not standslavery,into the North; and there,removedfrom
immediate contact with the evils of slavery, the planter often became the
"copperhead,"and theoreticalchampion of a systemwhich he could not himself
endure.

FrederickDouglassthussummedup the objectsof the white planter:

"l understandhis policy to comprehendfive cardinalobjects.They are these:
1st, The completesuppressiorof all antislaverydiscussion2d, The expatriationof
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the entirefree peopleof color from the United States3d, The unendingperpetuation
of slaveryin thisrepublic. 4th, The nationalizatiorof slaveryto the extentof making
slaveryrespectedin every stateof the Union. 5th, The extensionof slaveryover
Mexico andthe entire SouthAmericanstates."17

This whole systemand plan of developmentfailed, and failed of its own
weaknessUnending effort has gone into painting the claimsof the Old South, its
idyllic beautyand socialcharm.But the truth is inexorable.With all its fine men and
sacrificing women, its hospitablehomesand gracefulmannersthe Southturned the
mostbeautifulsectionof the nationinto a centerof povertyand suffering of drinking,
gamblingand brawling;an abodeof ignoranceamongblack and white more abysmal
than in any modern land; and a systemof industry so humanly unjust and
economicallyinefficientthatif it had not committedsuicidein civil war, it would have
disintegrateaf its own weight.

With the Civil War, the plantersdied as a class.We still talk as thoughthe
dominant social classin the South persistedafter the war. But it did not. It
disappearedJusthow quickly and in whatmannerthe transformatiorwasmade,we
do not know. No scientificstudy of the submergencef the remainderof the planter
classinto the ranksof the poor whites,and the correspondingise of a portion of the
poor whitesinto the dominantportion of landholdersand capitalistshasbeenmade.
Of the namesof prominentSouthernfamiliesin Congressn 1860,0nly two appearin
1870 five in 1880.0f 90 prominentnamesin 1870,only four survivedin 1880.Men
talk today as though the upper classin the white South is descendedfrom the
slaveholdersyet we know by plain mathematicghat the ancestorsof most of the
presentSouhernersneverowneda slavenor had any real economicpartin slavery.
The disasterof war decimatedthe planters;the bitter disappointmentind frustration
led to a tremendousmortality after the war, and from 18700n the planter class
mergedtheir blood so completelywith the risingpoor whitesthatthey disappeareds
a separateaaristocracylt is this that explainsso many characteristicef the postwar
South:its lynchingand mob law, its murdersand cruelty, its insensibilityto the finer
thingsof civilization.

Not spring;from usno agonyof birth
Is askedor needed;n a crimsontide
Upon the downslopeof the world
We, the elect,are hurled
In fearfulpowerand brief pride
Burningatlastto silenceand dark earth.
Not Spring.

JamesRorty
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* Quoted in speechof CharlesSumner,in the United StatesSenate December20, 1865,from "a private
letter which | havereceivedfrom a governmenbfficer." Congressionaklobe, 39th CongresslstSession,
p. 93,Column?2.
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2A. WHATSOCIALISMMEANSTOUS

Hubert Harrison

1917

In the good old days© w h eotionwask i najpatteklaverywasa flourishing
institution.Not only the peoplewho profited by the systemput mostothersE even
thosewho were the sufferersE thoughtthat thiswasreallya © | afw a t uthatit-
c o u | ke othetwise Nevertheless;hattelslaveryhasgone.But while it lastedthis
wasits essenceCertainhumanbeingswere compelledto labor and the wealthwhich
their labor producedwent, not to them, but to certainother human beingswho did
not labor at all but lolled in luxury on the labor of their slaves.

To-day, fellowsufferersthey tell us that we are free. But are we?If you will
think for a momentyou will seethatwe are not free at all. We have simply changed
one form of slaveryfor another.Then it waschattekslavery,now it is wageslavery.
For that which wasthe essencef chatteklaveryis the essencef wageslavery.lt is
only a differencein form. The chattelslavewascompelledto work by physicalforce;
the wageslaveis compelledto work by starvation.The product of the chatteklaveés
labor wastakenby his master;the product of the wageslavés labor is takenby the
employer.

The United StatesGovernmenthas made a study of the wealth producing
power of the wageslavesand hasshownthat the averageworker produces$2,451a
year.The governmenthasalsomadea studyof wagesn the U. S. which showsthat
the averageworker gets$437a year. This meansthat the averageemployertakes
awayfrom the averagevageslave$2,014a year.In the good old daysthe mastertook
awaythe wealthproducedby the slavein the simplestform; today he takesit awayin
the form of profits. But in one respectthe wageslaveis worseoff than the chattel
slave.Under chattelslaverythe masterownedthe man and the land; he had to feed
and clothe the man. Under wageslaverythe man feedsand clotheshimself. Under
chattelslaveryit wasto the interestof the ownerto give the slavework and to keep
him from starvingto death. Under wageslavery,if the man goesout of work the
employerd o e are;thatis no lossto him; and if the mandiesthereare millions of
otherseagerto takehis place,becauseasl saidbefore,they musteitherwork for him
or starve.Thereis one very striking parallelbetweenthe two casesTo-day thereare
many peoplewho saythatthis systenis divinely appointedE is a law of natureE just
astheysaidthe samething of chattelslavery Well, thereare millions of workerswho
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saythat it is wrong. Under chatteklaveryblack workerswere robbed; under wage
slaveryall the workersare robbed. The SocialistParty saysthat this robbing shall
ceasethat no workerblack or white shallbe exploitedfor profit. And it saysfurther,
thatthereis one sureand certainway of puttingan end to the systemand thatis by
workingfor the successf Socialism.

But, beforel tell you justhow Socialisnmproposego do this, let me saya word
about the Civil War which put an end to chattelslavery.Now, | know that certain
peoplehavetaughtyou to believethatthe Civil War wasfoughtto freethe slavesBut
iti s wmue,&tall, and only very ignorantpeoplehold that opinion nowadayslIf you
will read the EmancipationProclamatiorcarefullyyou will seethatit w a s fior'lowve
of the slavethat the slaveswerefreed. You will seethat this wasdone, © aasfit and
necessarywarmeasurdor suppressingaidr e b e | Iflyouovii readL i n c lettem
to Horace Greeley (August22nd 1862)you will find this sentenceMy paramount
objectin thisstruggles to savethe Union andis not eitherto saveor destroys | av er y .
Now | will tell you brieflyhow©t bt § ucamdalsout.

S

| know that my explanationis not the one which you hawe beentaught.But,
no matter;it happendo be true. This wasthe way of it: In the Souththerehad grown
up one systenof exploitingthe laborer. That waschatteklavery The moneyKingsof
that sectionwhom we will call capitalistsfor short,were naurally fond of their own
system.In the North the capitalistshad anothersystemof which they were equally
fond. That waswageslavery.The Southerncapitalistfound that it wasnecessaryo
extendtheir systemsowe had the MexicanWar, and theygot Texas.Then, asfastas
new territory wasopenedthey would rushto occupyit with their systemand so shut
out the Northern system.Of course,the Northern capitalistsvould try to get their
systeminto the new territory also; so we had the long struggleover Kansasand
NebraskaThesetwo systemaverethenin opencompetitionand it cameto be seen
that one or the other had to give in; that both of themc o u | existin the same
country; that © dousedivided againstitself cannots t a nhdt©t matien cannot
existhaltslaveand half r eTéen peoplebeganto talkof ©t mpendingc r i sfi s - ;
©t Irrepressiblec o n f Therg when Lincoln was electedin 1859,the southern
capitalistssaw that their systemwas doomed. They wishedto preserveit; so they
secededand tried to make of themselves separatenationin which their systemof
robbing the worker shaild be the only one. But the Northern capitalistssaid,© Ni x !
Our systenshallbe theonly s y s t Sotheywentto war© t savetheU n i d rfior
their systenof robbingtheworkersAnd t h ahte gissof the wholestory.

© B u you will say,©d i dhey gb to war on accountof JohnBrown and
WendellPhillipsand William Lloyd Garrisonand CharlesS u mn éNot @n-your life,
theyd i d I yod will readthe newspapersf thattime you will seethattheytried to

52



lynch Garrisonin Boston;they ostracizedWendell Phillips; they sneeredat Sumner

and damned John Brown. Why, nice, good, Christianpeopletold them they were

crazyE justassomeof them tell Socialistsiow E and the antislaveryoratorsc o u | d n ' t
getthe useof a churchin New York eitherfor love or for money.No, indeed.These

men were grand old heroesE but no war wasfought on their account.The older
systemof chatteklaverysimply broke down to make way for the presentsystemof
wageslaverywhich paysbetter.Paysthe capitalist] mean.

Under the old systenmthe capitalistowned the man; today he owns the tools
with which the man must work. Thesetools are the factories,the mines, and the
machinesThe systenthat ownsthem ownsyou and me and all the restof us, black,
white,brown, red, and yellow.We ¢ a tive tinlesswe haveaccesso thesetools,and
our mastersthe capitalistsseeto it that we are separatedrom what we make by
usingthesethings,exceptso much asis necessaryo keep us alive that we may be
able to makemore E for them. This little bit is calledwagesTheyw o u | give ust
even that if they thoughtthat we could live without it. In the good old daysthe
chattelslavewould be fastenedwith a chain if they thought that he might escape.
Today no chainis necessaryo bind usto the tools.We are asfree asair. Of course.
We are free to starve.And that chain of thefearofstarvationbinds us to the tools
ownedby the capitalistasfirmly asanyiron chaineverdid. And thissysterd o e s n ' t
care whetherthe slaveswho are bound in this new way are white or black. To the
capitalissystenall workersare equalE in sofar astheyhavea stomach.

Now the one greatfactfor the Negroin Americatodayis RacePrejudice.The
greatlabor problemwith which all workingpeopleare facedis madeharderfor black
workingpeopleby the addition of a raceproblem.| wantto showyou how one grows
out of the other and how, at bottom, they are both the samething. In otherwords, |
wantyou to seethe economicreasornfor raceprejudice.

In the first place,do you know that the most rabid, Negrohating, southern
aristocrathasnot the slightesbbjectionto sleepingn the samehousewith a NegroE
if that Negrosleepghereashis servantHe d o e sar€if hisfood is preparedby a
Negrocook and handledby a Negrowaiterbeforeit getsto him; he will eatit. But if
a Negrocomesinto the samepublic restauranto buy and eatfood, then,Oh my!, he
getsall het [fed] up aboutit. But why? Wh a tthe difference? will tell you. The
aristocratwvantsthe black manto feelthat he is on a lower level. When he is on that
levelheis©ihisp | a &Vaenheis ©i his place he is liked. But he mustnot be
allowedto do anythingto makehim forgetthat he is on this lower level he mustbe
kept©i hmsp | a evieich meansthe placewhich the aristocratwantshim to keep.
You see,the black man carriesthe memory of slaverywith him. Everybodyknows
thatthe slavesverethe exploitedworkingclassof the South.That put themin a class
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by themselvegjown at the bottom,downtroddendespised®©i nf er i or .

Do you beginto seenow that RacePrejudiceis only anothernamefor Cage
Prejudicedf our peoplehad neverbeenslaveshad neverbeenexploitedworkersE
and so, at the bottom of the ladder E therewould be no prejudiceagainsthem now.
In everycasewherethere hasbeena downtroddenclassof workersat the bottom,
that classhasbeendespisedoy the classthat lived by their labor. Do you doubt it?
Thenlook at the facts.If you had pickedup a daily paperin New York in 1848you
would havefound at the end of many an advertisementor butler,coachman] a d
maid, cleikk or bookkeeperthesewords:© N trish needa p p ITlyere wasa race
prejudiceagainsthe Irish then, becausanostof the manualunskilledlaborerswere
Irish. They wereat the bottom, exploitedand despisedBut they havechangedhings
since.Beginningin the seventie§1870swhen Jewishlaborersbeganto come here
from RussiaAustriaand Germany,and lastingevento our own day, there hasbeen
raceprejudiceagainsthe JewsAnd todaywhenthe Italian hastakenthe placewhich
the Irish laborer vacded E at the bottom E he, too, comesin for his shareof this
prejudice.In every one of thesecasest wasthe condition of the people E at the
bottom as despised,exploited, wageslavesE that was responsiblefor the race
prejudice.And it is justsoin the black ma ncase with this difference:ithat his color
markswhathe oncewas,and eventhoughhe shouldweara dresssuiteveryevening
and own an automobileor a farm he canalwaysbe pickedout and reminded.

Now, underthe presentsystemexploiting the wageslaveis respectablel. have
alreadyshownyou that whereverthe worker is exploitedhe is despisedSo you will
seethat despisinghe wageslaveis quite fashionableYou may recallthe nameof the
great capitalistwho said, @he public be dammed:. He was only a little more
outspokenthan the rest of his class.As long as the presentsystemcontinues,the
workerswill be despisedaslong asthe workersare despisedthe black menwill be

y

despisedyobbed and murdered, becausehey are leastable to defendthemselves.

Now askyourselfwhetheryou havent a very specialinterestin changingthe present
system.

Of course,you will ask: @ut havent white working people raceprejudice
too? Sure,they have.Do you know why?It paysthe capitalistto keep the workers
divided. So he createsand keepsalive theseprejudicesHe getsthemto believethat
their interestsare different. Then he usesone half of themto club the other half with.

In Russiawhenthe workingmendemandreform, the capitalistsicthem on the Jews.

In America they sic them on the Negroes.That makesthem forget their own
condition:aslong asthey canbe madeto look down upon anotherclass@ut, then,
you will say,@he averagewvageslavemustbe a chump: Sure,heis. Thats whatthe
capitalistcountson. And Socialisms workingto educatethe workersto seethis and
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to unitethemin doing awaywith the presensystem.

Socialismstandsfor the emancipationof the wageslaves.Are you a wage
slave?Do you wantto be emancimted?Then join handswith the SocialistsHear
what they have to say. Read some of their literature. Get a Socialistleaflet, a
pamphlet,or, betterstill, a book. You will be convincedof two things:that Socialism
is right, and thatit is inevitable.lt is right becauseany order of thingsin which those
who work haveleastwhile thosewho work them havemost,is wrong.It is inevitable
becausea systemunder which the wealth produced by the labor of human hands
amountsto more than two hundred and tweny billions a year while many millions
live on the vergeof starvationjs bound to breakdown. Therefore,if you wishto join
with the other classonsciousintelligentwageearnersE in puttingan end to sucha
systemijf you wantto betterliving condiionsfor black men aswell asfor white men;
to makethis woefulworld of oursa little betterfor your childrenand your childrers
children,studySocialisnE and think and work your way out.

TwelveyearsagoMark Hanna,the Big Bossof the RepublicanParty, madea
statementwhich you would do well to consider. After he had made McKinley
president he noticedsomethinghat you may not havenoticedyourself.He sawthat
there wasno essentiatlifferencebetweenthe Republicanparty and the Democratic
party. He knewthatthe samebig Wall Streetcompaniesuppliedthe campaigrnfunds
for eachof them. He knew that the samemoney power was buying out the men
whomyou electedwhetheryou electedRepublicanr DemocratsHe sawthatvery
soonyou and | and the restof us, black aswell aswhite, would cometo seeit too.
And he openedhis mouth and spakethesewords:© T mext greatpolitical battlein
this countrywill be fought, not betweenthe Republicanand the Democraticparties,
but betweenthe Republi@an party and So c i a |l wilstell.you later what that
implies. But just now, what | should like you to seeis this: that SenatorHanna
realizedthat Socialismwasa seriousssueHe ¢ o u | affard'totpoohpoohit. Neither
can any sensibleperson.The Socialistparty is the third in point of numbers.It is
important.What do you know of this party?Have you everreadits platform?Readit
once, just for the sakeof fair play E justto showthat you are not afraidto giveit a
hearingE andyou will reaizewhy Mark Hannapaid it sucha tribute of respect.

D o nbe & baby anylongerand listento the stalelies which other peopletell
you about SocialismReadthe Socialisiplatform and you will understandwvhy some
politicianshaveto tell lies aboutit justthe sameasthey haveto tell lies aboutyou.
They lie aboutit becausdheyd o nwarntyouto knowwhatit reallyis, justastheylie
aboutyou becauseheyd o nwaritpeopleto know whatyou really are. Every year
theyfeedyou with the samesoftmusharoundelectiontime to help themto ride into
poweron your votesithen afterelectionthey give you Brownsvilleand lynchingbees.
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Do you wonderthat GeneralClarkson,a grandsonof the greatabolitionist whenhe

gaveup hisjob ascollectorof the Portof New York, saidthat he wassick of the way
in which the Republicanparty wassellingyou out? The Republicanparty is always
engagedn sellingyou out E or in sellingout the working peopleof this country.Do

you doubt it? Then askyourselveswvhy is it that a RepublicanCongresshas never
said a word or done anything about the disfranchisemenof nearly three million

Negro votersin the South?Readthe Fourteenthand FifteenthAmendmentsto the
U.S. Constitutionand you will seethat the Republi@n party has alwayshad the
powerto stopit. Butjustnow | wantto getyou interestedn the one party that strikes
atthe very root of your trouble and that of everyworkingmanin the country E white
andblackalike.l wantyou to seewhatis the attitude of the SocialisPartytowardthe
AmericanNegro.[...]
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2B. ANAPPEALTOTHECONSCIENCPBF
THEBLACKRACETOSEEITSELF

Marcus Garvey

1923

It is saidto be a hard and difficult taskto organizeand keep togetherlarge
numbersof the Negroracefor the commongood. Many havetried to congregateus,
but havefailed, the reasonbeingthat our characteristicare suchasto keepus more
apartthantogether.

The evil of internaldivisionis wreckingour existenceasa people,and if we
do not seriouslyand quickly movein the directionof a readjustmenit simply means
thatour doom becomesmminentlyconclusive.

For yearsthe UniversalNegrolmprovementAssociatiorhasbeenworking for
the unificationof our race,not on domestienationallines only, but universally.The
successwhich we have met in the course of our effort is rather encouraging,
consideringthe time consumedand the environmentsurroundingthe object of our
concern.

It seemsthat the whole world of sentimentis againstthe Negro, and the
difficulty of our generations to extricateourselvesrom the prejudicethat hidesitself
beneathaswell asabove,the actionof aninternationakenvironment.

Prejudiceis conditionalon many reasonsand it is apparentthat the Negro
supplies,consciouly or unconsciouslyall the reasondy which the world seemso
ignoreand avoid him. No one caresfor a leper,for lepersare infectiouspersonsand
all are afraid of the diseaseso, becausdahe Negro keepshimselfpoor, helplessand
undemonstrativat is naturalalsothatno one wantsto be of him or with him.

PROCESRINDHUMANITY

Progresss the attractionthat moveshumanity,and to whatevempeopleor race
this© mo d e r n attaahestself,therewill you find the splendorof pride and self
esteen thatneverfail to win the respectand admirationof all.

It is the progressof the Anglo-Saxonsthat singlesthem out for the respectof
all the world. Whentheir racehad no progressor achievemento its credit, then, like
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all otherinferior peoplesthey paid the price in slaverybondage,aswell asthrough
prejudice.We cannotforgetthe time wheneventhe ancientBriton wasregardedas
beingtoo dull to makea good Romanslave yettodaythe influenceof thatracerules
theworld.

It is the industial and commercialprogressof America that causesEurope
and the restof the world to think appreciativelyof the Anglo-Americanrace.lt is not
becausene hundredandten million peoplelive in the United Stateghatthe world is
attractedo the republic with somuchreverenceand respedfa reverenceand respect
not shownto India with its three hundred millions, or to China with its four hundred
millions. Progressof and amongany people will advancethem in the respectand
appreciationof the rest of their fellows.It is sucha progressthat the Negro must
attachto himselfif he is to riseabovethe prejudiceof the world.

The relianceof our raceupon the progressand achievementsf othersfor a
considerationin sympathy,justiceand rightsis like a dependenceupon a broken
stick,restingupon whichwill eventuallyconsignyou to the ground.

SELFRELIANCEANDRESPECT

The UniversalNegro ImprovementAssociatiorteachesour raceselthelp and
selfreliance not only in one essentialput in all thosethingsthat contributeto human
happinessand wellbeing. The dispositionof the many to depend upon the other
racesfor a kindly and sympatheticconsideratiorof their needs,without makingthe
effortto do for themselveshasbeenthe r a cstahdsgdisgraceby which we have
been judged and through which we have createdthe strongestprejudice against
ourselves.

Thereis no forcelike successand thatis why the individual makesall efforts
to surroundhimselfthroughoutlife with the evidenceof it. As of the individual, so
shouldit be of the raceand nation. The glitteringsuccessf Rockefellermakeshim a
powerin the Americannation;the successf Henry Ford suggesthim asan objectof
universalrespect,but no one knows and caresabout the bum or hobo who is
Rockefellets or Fords neighbor. So, also, is the world attractedby the glittering
succes®f racesand nations,and paysabsolutelyno attentionto the bum or hobo
racethatlingersby the wayside.

The Negro mustbe up and doing if he will break down the prejudiceof the
restof the world. Prayeraloneis not goingto improveour condition,nor the policy of
watchful waiting. We must strike out for ourselvesin the course of material
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achievementand by our own effort and energypresentto the world thoseforcesby
whichthe progresof manisjudged.

ANATIONANDCOUNTRY

The Negroneedsa nationand a country of his own, wherehe canbestshow
evidenceof hisown ability in the art of humanprogressScatterecasan unmixedand
unrecognizedpart of alien nations and civilizationsis but to demonstratehis
imbecility, and point him out as an unworthy derelict, fit neitherfor the societyof
Greek,Jewnor Gentile.

It is unfortunatethat we shouldso drift apart,asa race,asnot to seethat we
are but perpetuatingour own sorrow and disgracein failing to appreciatethe first
greatrequisiteof all peoplesrganization.

Organizations a greatpowerin directingthe affairsof a raceor nationtoward
a given goal. To properly develop the desres that are uppermost,we must first
concentratethrough some systemor method, and there is none better than
organizationHence,the UniversalNegro ImprovementAssociatiomappealsto each
and every Negroto throw in his lot with thoseof us who, throudh organizationare
working for the universalemancipationof our race and the redemption of our
commoncountry,Africa.

No Negro,let him be American,European,WestIndian or African, shallbe
truly respecteduntil the race as a whole has emancipateditself, through self
achievemenand progressfrom universalprejudice.The Negrowill haveto build his
own government,jndustry, art, science Jiteratureand culture, before the world will
stopto considerhim. Until then,we are but wardsof a superiorrace and civilization,
andthe outcast®f a standardsocialsystem.

The race needs workers at this time, not plagiarists,copyistsand mere
imitators;but menand womenwho are ableto create to originateand improve,and
thusmakean independentacialcontribution to the world and civilization.

MONKEYAPINGSOFA_EADERS®

The unfortunatething aboutus is that we take the monkeyapingsof our © s o
called leadingme nfer progress.There is no progressin aping white people and
telling us that they representthe bestin the race, for in that respectany dressed
monkeywould representhe bestof its speciesirrespectiveof the creativematterof
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the monkeyinstinct. The bestin a raceis not reflectedthroughor by the actionof its
apesput by its ability to createof and by itself.It is sucha creationthatthe Universal
NegrolmprovementAssociatiorseeks.

Let usnot try to be the bestor worstof others,but let us makethe effortto be
the bestof ourselvesOur own racial critics criticiseus asdreanersand©f anat i ¢ s,
andcallus©b e ni @id® e d n olreaausthey-lack racialbackbone.They are
unableto seethemselvesreatorsof their own needs.The slaveinstincthasnot yet
departedfrom them. They still believethat they can only live or exist through the
good gracesof their © ma s t Tdne good-slaveshave not yet thrown off their
shackles;thus, to them, the Universal Negro Improvement Associationis an
©i mpossibility.

It is the slavespirit of dependencethat causesour © scalled leadng me n -
(apes)o seekthe shelter|eadershipprotectionand patronageof the© ma s ih their -
organizationand socalled advancemenwork. It is the spirit of feeling securedas
good servantsof the master,rather than as independentswhy our modern Uncle
Toms take pride in laboring under alien leadershipand becomingsurprisedat the
audacityof the UniversalNegro ImprovementAssociationin proclaimingfor racial
liberty and independence.

But the world of white and other men, deepdown in their hears, havemuch
more respecfor thoseof uswho work for our racialsalvatiorunderthe bannerof the
UniversalNegro ImprovementAssociationthan they could ever havein all eternity
for a group of helplessapesand beggarsvho makea monopolyof underminng their
own race and belittling themselvesn the eyesof selfrespectingpeople, by being
@oodboys ratherthanablemen.

Surely there can be no good will between apes, seasonedbeggarsand
independentminded Negroeswho will at leastmake an effortto do for themselves.
Surely,the© d e p e nahe@w asr(ahd may | not sayracialimbeciles?will rave
againsiand plan the destructiorof movementsike the UniversalNegrolmprovement
Associationthat exposethem to the liberal white minds of the world as not being
representativef the bestin the Negro, but, to the contrary,the worst. The bestof a
racedoesnot live on the patronageand philanthropyof others,but makesan effortto
do for itself. The bestof the greatwhite raced o e dawn kiefore and beg black,
brown or yellow men;they go out, createfor selfand thusdemonstratehe fitnessof
the raceto survive;and sothe white raceof Americaand the world will be informed
thatthe bestin the Negroraceis not the classof beggarsvho sendout to otherraces
piteousappealsannuallyfor donationsto maintaintheir coterie,but the groupswithin
us that are honestly striving to do for themselveswith the voluntary help and
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appreciationof that classof otherracesthatis reasonablejustand liberal enoughto
giveto eachand everyone a fair chancein the promotionof thoseidealsthattend to
greatethumanprogressand humanlove.

The work of the UniversalNegroImprovementAssociations clearand clean
cut. It is that of inspiring an unfortunate race with pride in self and with the
determinationof going aheadin the creationof thoseidealsthat will lift themto the
unprejudicedcompanyof racesand nations.Thereis no desirefor hateor malice,but
every wish to see all mankind linked into a common fraternity of progressand
achievementhatwill wipe awaythe odor of prejudice,and elevatethe humanraceto
the heightof realgodly love and satisfaction.
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2C. PROGRAMOFTHEAFRICANBLOOD

BROTHERHOOD
The African Blood Brotherhood

1922

A racewithouta programis like a ship at seawithouta rudder. It is absolutely
at the mercyof the elementsilt is buffetedhither and thitherandin a stormis bound
to flounder. It is in sucha plight asthis that the Negro race hasdrifted for the pag
fifty yearsand more. Rarelyeverdid it know exactlywhatit wasseekingand never
oncedid it formulateany intelligentand workableplan of gettingwhatit wasseeking,
even in the rare instanceswhen it did know what it wanted. It is to meet this
unfortunateconditionand to supplya rudder for the Negro ship of StateE a definite
directive force E that the following program adopted by the African Blood
Brotherhoodis herewithoffered for the considerationof other Negro organizations
and of theracein general.

There is nothing illusory or impracticalabout this program. Every point is
basedupon the historic experienceof some sectionor other of the greathuman
family. Thosewho formulatedthe programrecognized1) the economicnatureof the
strugde (not wholly economicbut nearly so); (2) that it is essentiato know from
whom our oppressiorcomesthatis, who are our enemies(3) thatit is not necessary
for Negroedo be ableto endorsethe programof theseother movementdeforethey
can make common causewith them againsthe commonenemy;that the important
thing about SovietRussiafor example,is not the meritsor demeritsof the Soviet
form of Government,but the outstandingfact that Soviet Russiais opposingthe
imperialistrobberswho havepartitionedour motherlandand subjugatedur kindred,
and that SovietRussiais fearedby thoseimperialistnationsand by all the capitalist
plunderbundsof the earth,from whosecovetousnesand murderousinhumanitywe
at presentufferin manylands.

Africa

Our Motherland,Africa, is divided by the Big CapitalistPowersnto socalled
@olonies.

The coloniesin turn are parcelledout to white plantersand capitalistssomeof
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them colonists,othersabsentedandlords. To this end the free life of the African
peopleshavebeenbrokenup andthe nativesdeprivedof their landsin orderto force
them to work, at starvationwages,on the lands of thesewhite capitalists.These
plantercapitalisthiavesettleddown in our countryto exploit the richesof the land as
well asthe labor of our people.

But our peoplewere not tamely submissiveand had to be subjugatedThey
refusedto be exploitedand rebelledand foughtthe invaderin an unequalstruggle.
The invadersarmedwith weaponf moderntechnique, and precision,asagainsthe
primitive and old weaponf our forefathersyerefinally able to subdueour people.
But not until many a @ritish square had beenbroken and many a suddendisaster
sufferedby the forcesof all the invadingcapitalisippowers.

How We Were Enslaved

And the fight was not yet over. A people living in oppressionmay be
comparedto a volcano.At any momentit may riselike a giantand run its enemies
into the sea.To preventthis eventualitythe capitalistplanters,with the aid of their
home governments,have organized @Colonial Armies; formed and equipped
accordingto the methodsof modern technique.And to conquerour militant spirit
and win usto slavishacceptancef their dominancethey broughtin the white maris
religion, Christianity,and with it whiskey.By the white maris religion our peoplés
militant spirit wasdrugged;with his whiskeythey were debauchedThe white manis
treacherythe white maris religion and whiskeyhad asgreata partin bringingabout
our enslaementasthe whitemansguns.

But in order to more intensivelyexploit our rich motherlandand the cheap
labor power of an enslavedpeople,it wasnecessaryo bring into our land certain
machineindustriesand certainmaterialimprovements|ike railroads, etc.,and today
we may witnessgespeciallyin the coastcitiesof Africa, the steadygrowth of modern
enterprise With the introduction of industrialequipmentthe African haslearnedto
wield the white maris machineshis guns,his methods and with the possessioaf this
knowledgehas grown a new hope and determinationto achievehis freedomand
becomethe masterof his own motherland.

Hope NeverMore Justified

Indeed, the hope of the Negro peopleto free themselvesrom the imperialist
enslaversvas never more justified than at present.The home governmentsof the
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plantercapitalistsare weakeningday to day, and are trembling under the menaceof
the ProletarianRevolution.The oppressedoloniesand smallnationsare in constant
rebellion,aswitnesghe Irish, Turks, Persiansindians,Arabs,Egyptiansetc.

While the interior of Africa is asyet barelytouchedby predatoryCapitalism,
the tribes fully realizethe dangerthey would be subjectedto should the enslavers
penetrate more into the interior. Under the leadershipof the more able and
developedNegroesin the coastdistrict, the tremendouspower of the Negroracein
Africa could be organized.Towardsthis end we proposethat every effort shall be
bentto organizethe Negroesof the coastdistiicts,and bring all Negro organizations
in each of the African countriesinto a worldwide Negro Federation.The various
section®f the Federatiorto havetheir own ExecutiveCommitteesetc.,andto getin
touch with the tribesin the interior, with a view of common action. The Supreme
ExecutiveCommitteeto getin touchwith all other peopleson the African continent,
the Arabs, Egyptiansetc.,aswell asthe revolutionistof Europeand America,for the
purposeof effectingcoordinationand action.

Labo organizationshould be formed in the industrial sectionsin order to
protectand improvethe conditionsof the Negroworkers.

No opportunity should be lost for propagandizinghe native soldiersin the
@olonial armies and for organizingsecretlya great PanAfrican army in the same
way asthe SinnFeinbuilt up the Irish Army underthe very noseof England.

Modern armsmustbe smugglednto Africa. Men sentinto Africa in the guise
of missionariesetc.,to establishrelationswith the Senussithe varous tribes of the
interior, and to study the topographyof the country. The Senussalreadyhave an
@rmy in existence, a fact that is keeping European capitalist statesmerawake
o'nights.

Every effort and every dollar should be spentto effectthe organzationof a
PanAfrican army, whosevery existencevould drive respeciandterror into the hearts
of the white capitalisplanters, and protect our people against their abuses.
RememberMIGHT MAKES RIGHT E ALWAYS DID AND ALWAYS WILL.

America

Whateverinterestthe capitalistdisplayedin the Negrowasalways[motivated]
by considerationsf cheaplabor power.

It wasearlyrecognizedhatthe Negro peoplewerethe most[enduring]in the
world, and when the New World was discoveredthe rich exploiters organzed
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expeditionsto enslaveour people and forcibly carry them into New World lands,
there to build empiresand createwealth where otherwisenone would have been
possibleThisis the historyof mostNegropopulationsn foreignlands.

The Causeof the Civil War

In the United Statesasis well known,the Negroeshut a few decadesagowere
exploited accordingto the mostcrude and primitive systemof exploitation: chattel
slavery.This chattelslaveryprevailedin the South,while in the North the modern
capitalistmethodof exploitation(wageslavery)prevailed.The two systemgould not
exist side by side and thereforethe socalled war of liberation, in which Northern
Capitalistsand their retinue,in a smokeof idealisticcamouflageyentto war against
feudalcapitalistsn the Southin order to decidesupremacybetweenthe two systems
in the Americas. Northern Capitalistswon and chattel slaveryin the South was
abolishedwith lurid speecheand glamoraboutLiberty, Democracygtc.

Butthe Negroesverenot to haveeventhe comparativdiberty whichthe great
Capitalist Czars tolerate under the wageslavery system.They were scrupulously
disarmed, while their former owners with their henchmenremained armed. To
repressall Negro aspirationdor real freedom and suppressll desiresto bettertheir
condition, secretmurder societieslike the Ku Klux Klan were organizedby the
former owner classwho tortured and murderedsecretlyin cold blood thousandsof
defenselesNlegroesand manywhites,wheneverthe humanitariannstinctsprompted
themto championthe Negroes cause And the victoriousCapitalist@.iberators of
the North not only did not movea fingerto enforcejusticebus suppressethe factsof
this terrible persecutionof the Negro and his few white friends. Through yearsof
terror exercisedby thesewhite cracker societiesthe Negro again becametotally
subjugatedand peonages the lot of manytodayin the SouthernStatesyhile many
arelynchedor massacre@veryyear.Latelythe New Negrohascomeuponthe scene
andin responseo his rebelliousspiritand that of the exploitedin generalwe seethe
resurrectiorof the Ku Klux Klan.

Negro Migration

As a result of continued oppressionand maltreatmentin the South, many
thousandsof Negroeshave managedto escapeto the North, and today every big
Northerncity hasa largeNegropopulation.

The comparativefreedom of the North is propitiousfor greatorganizations
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and culturalactivitiesand it is herethat the vanguardand generalstaffof the Negro
racemustbe developed.

A Great Negro Federation

In order to build a strong and effective Movement on the platform of
Liberationfor the Negro Peopleand protectionof their rightsto @ife, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, etc., all Negro organizationsshould get together on a
Federationbasis,thus creatinga united centralizedmovement.Such a movement
could be carriedon openlyin the North, but would haveto be built up secretlyin the
Southin order to protectthosemembersliving in the Southand to safeguardhe
organizationfrom premature attack. Within this Federationa secret protective
organizationshould be developedE the real PowerE to the membershipof which
should be admitted only the bestand most courageousf the race. The Protective
organizationwould haveto function under strict military discipline,readyto actat a
moments noticewheneverdefenseand protectionare necessary.

Labor and Economic Organizations

Millions of Negroeshave come North and are employed as laborers and
mechanicsetc.,in the variousindustriesand capitalistenterprise®f the North. Being
unorganizedthey are compelledto work at the meanesjobs and under the worst
conditions Whendepressionn industryappeardhey arethe first to suffer.The white
workers,throughtheir labor organizationshavenot only compelledthe capitalistso
give them more money and a shorterworkday, but also partial employmentduring
slack times. And when better times arrive, the white workers, through their
organization, are ready to take full advantageof the situation. Negro workers,
wheneverorganizedin Labor Unions, have improved their living conditions,won
shorterhours, more money, and steadieremployment,as witnessthe sleepingcar
conditions,the NegroLongshoremerof Philadelphiagtc. And sincethe strengthof a
peopledependsupon the degreeof welHiving by that people,we mustby all means
strive to substantiallyimprove the standardof living, etc. All worthwhile Negro
organizationsand all New Negroes must therefore interest themselvesin the
organizingof Negroworkersinto Labor Unionsfor the bettermentof their economic
conditionand to actin closecooperationwith the classonsciousvhite workersfor
the benefitof both.
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Negro Farmer Organization

The sameprinciple appliesto the small Negro farmersand farm laborers.
They must gettogetherto resistexploitationaswell asto protectthemselvesgainst
peonageand otherinjustices.

Whenevercooperationwith white farmersis possibléit is of coursedesirable.

Cooperative Organizations

There has developed among our people the naive belief that permanent
employment,better conditions,and our salvationas a race can be accomplished
throughthe medium of Negrofactories steamshigines,and smilar enterprisesWe
wishto war againstputting too greatdependencealongthisline, assuddenfinancial
collapseof suchenterprisesnay breakthe wholemoraleof the LiberationMovement.
Until the Negro controlsthe rich natural resourcesof somecountry of his own he
cannothopeto competein industrywith the greatfinancialmagnate®f the capitalist
nationson a scalelarge enoughto supplyjobsfor any numberof Negroworkers,on
substantialdividends for Negro investors.Let those who have inveded in such
propositionstell you whetherthey have obtained either jobs or dividendsby such
investment.

The only effectiveway to securebetter conditionsand steadyemploymentin
America is to organizethe Negrds labor power as indicated before into labor
organizations Every big organizationdevelops certain property in the shape of
buildings, vacation farms, etc. In prosperoustimes they may even develop
cooperativeenterprisesuchasstores.etc., but suchenterprisesnustbe cooperative
property of all membersof the organizationand administeredoy memberselected
for the purpose.Under no circumstanceshould such property be operatedunder
corporationtitleswritten over to a fewindividualsto be disposedof at their pleasure.
But experiencehas proven that suchenterprisexan only existwhen the oppressed
classis well organized.Without adequateorganizationan industrial crisis like the
presentwould sweepthem off their feet. But wherebackedby adequateorganization
the cooperativadea can be workedto advantageUnlike the corporation,which lifts
a few men on the shouldersand lifesavingsof the many, the cooperatives of equal
benefitto all.
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Alliances

Therecanbe only one sortof alliancewith otherpeopleandthatis an alliance
to fight our enemiesin which caseour alliesmusthavethe samepurposeaswe have.
Our alliesmay be actualor potential,justasour enemiesmay be actualor potential.
The small oppressechationswho are strugglingagainstthe capitalistexploitersand
oppressorsustbe considerecasactualallies.The classonsciousvhite workerswho
have spokenout in favor of African liberation and have a willingnessto back with
actiontheir expressedsentimentsmustalsobe consideredas actualalliesand their
friendshipfurther cultivated.The nonclassconsciousvhite workerswho havenot yet
realizedthat all workersregardles®f raceor color havea commoninterestmustbe
consideredasonly potentialalliesat presentand everythingpossibledoneto awaken
their clasonsciousnegswardthe end of obtainingtheir cooperationin our struggle.
The revolutionaryelementwhich is underminingthe imperialistpowersthat oppress
us mustbe givenevery encouragemenby Negroeswho really seekliberation. This
elementis led and representedy the Third Internationalwhich hassectionsn all
countriesWe shouldimmediatelyestablishcontactwith the Third Internationaland
its millions of followersin all countriesof the world. To pledgeloyalty to the flagsof
our murderers and oppressorsto speak about allianceswith the servantsand
representativesf our enemiesto prateaboutfirst hearingour provenenemiesefore
endorsingour provenfriendsis nothinglessthan cowardiceand the blackestireason
to the Negroraceand our sacredcauseof liberation.

It is the Negroesresidentin AmericaE whethernativeor foreignborn E who
are destinedto assumehe leadershipof our peoplein a powerfulworld movement
for Negroliberation. The AmericanNegro, by virtue of beinga part of the population
of a greatempire,hasacquiredcertainknowledgein the wagingof modernwarfare,
the operationof industries,etc. This country is the basefor easycontactwith the
whole world, and the United Statess destined,until the Negroraceis liberated,to
becomethe centerof the Negro World Movement.lt is in this country, especially,
that the Negro mustbe strong.It is from here that mostof the leadersand pioneers
who will carrythe messagacrosshe world will go forth. But our strengthcannotbe
organizedby vain indulgencein mockheroics,empty phrasesunearneddecorations
and titles,and othertomfoolery.It canonly be done by the useof proper tactics by
determination and sacrifice upon the part of our leaders and by intelligent
preparatoryorganizatiorand education.

To be kidded alongwith the ideathatbecausea few hundredsof usassemble
oncein awhilein a conventionthatthereforewe are freeto legislateor ourselvesto
fall for the bunk thatbeforehavingmadeany seriouseffortto free our country,before
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having crossedswordson the field of battle with the oppressorswe can have a

governmentof our own, with presidents,potentates,royalties, and other queer
mixtures;to speakaboutwastingour energiesand moneyin propositiondike Bureaus
of Passportand Identification,diplomatic representativestc., is to indulge in pure

moonshineand supplyfreeamusementor our enemiesSurely,intelligent,grownup

individualswill not standfor suchchildish nonsensef at all they are seriousabout
fighting for Negro liberation! We mustcome down to earth,to actualpracticalfacts
and realitiesand build our strengthupon solid foundationsE and not upon titled and

decoratedomfoolery.

69



2D. REPORITONTHENEGRGQUESTION
Claude McKay

Speechto the 4th Congressof the Comintern, 1922

Comrades) feelthatl would ratherfacea lynchingstakein civilized America
than try to make a speechbefore the mostintellectualand critical audiencein the
world. | belongto a raceof creatorsbut my public speakinghasbeenso bad that |
havebeentold by my own peoplethat| shouldnevertry to makespeechedyut stick
to writing, and laughing.However,when| heardthe Negroquestionwasgoingto be
broughtup on the floor of the Congress| felt it would be an eternalshameif | did
not say somethingon behalf of the membersof my race. Especiallywould | be a
disgraceto the American Negroesbecausesincel publisheda notoriouspoem in
1919 ©Wd Must Die- ]I have been pushedforward as one of the spokesmerof
Negroradicalismin Americato the detrimentof my poeticaltemperamentl feelthat
my raceis honored by this invitationto one of its membersto speakat this Fourth
Congres®f the Third Internaional. My raceon thisoccasions honored,not because
it is differentfrom the white raceand the yellow race, but [becausat] is especiallya
race of toilers, hewersof wood and drawersof water, that belongsto the most
oppressedexploited,and suppessedsectionof the working classof the world. The
Third International standsfor the emancipationof all the workers of the world,
regardles®f raceor color, and this standof the Third Internationalis not merelyon
paper like the Fifteenth Amendmern of the Constitutionof the United Statesof
America.lt isarealthing.

The Negro race in the economiclife of the world today occupiesa very
peculiarposition.In everycountry wherethe Whitesand Blacksmustwork together
the capitalisthavesetthe one againsthe other. It would seemat the presentday that
the internationalbourgeoisiewould usethe Negro race astheir trump card in their
fight againstthe world revolution. Great Britain has her Negro regimentsin the
coloniesand shehasdemonstated what she can do with her Negro soldiersby the
usethat shemadeof them during the late War. The revolutionin Englandis very far
awaybecausef the highly organizedexploitationof the subjectpeoplesof the British
Empire.In Europe,wefind that Francehad a Negroarmy of over 300,00@&nd thatto
carry out their policy of imperial dominationin Europethe Frenchare goingto use
their Negrominions.

In Americawe havethe samesituation.The Northernbourgeoisieknowshow
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well the Negro soldiersfought for their own emancipation,althoughilliterate and
untrained,during the Civil War. They alsorememberhow well the Negro soldiers
foughtin the SpaniskAmerican War under Theodore RooseveltThey know that in

the lastwar [World War I] over 400,00 Negroeswho were mobilized gavea very
good accountof themselvesand that, besidedightingfor the capitaliststhey alsoput

up a very good fight for themselve®n returningto America when they foughtthe
white mobsin Chicago,St.Louisand Washirgton.

But more thanthe factthatthe Americancapitalistare usingNegrosoldiersin
their fight againstthe interestsof labor is the fact that the American capitalistsare
settingout to mobilize the entire black race of Americafor the purposeof fighting
organizedlabor. The situationin America today is terrible and fraught with grave
dangerslt is much uglier and more terrible than wasthe condition of the peasants
and Jewsof Russiaunder the Tsar. It is so ugly and terrible that very few peoplein
Americaare willing to faceit. The reformistbourgeoisiehave been carryingon the
battle againstdiscriminationand racial prejudice in America. The Socialistsand
Communistshavefoughtvery shy of it becausehereis a greatelementof prejudice
amoryg the Socialistand Communistsof America. They are not willing to facethe
Negro question. In associatingwith the comrades of America | have found
demonstrationf prejudice on the various occasionswhen the White and Black
comradeshadto gettogether andthisis the greatestifficulty thatthe Communistof
America have got to overcomedhe fact that they first have got to emancipate
themselvesrom the ideasthey entertaintowardsthe Negroesbeforethey canbe able
to reachthe Negroeswith any kind of radical propagandaHowever,regardingthe
Negroesthemselves| feel that as the subjectracesof other nationshave come to
Moscowto learn how to fight againsttheir exploiters,the Negroeswill alsocometo
Moscow.In 1918whenthe Third Internatonal publishedits Manifestoand included
the part referring to the exploited colonies,there were severalgroups of Negro
radicalsin Americathat sentthis propagandaout amongtheir people.Whenin 1920
the American governmentstartedto investigateand to suppressadical propaganda
amongthe Negroesthe smallradicalgroupsin Americaretaliatedby publishingthe
factthat the Socialiststoodfor the emancipationof the Negroesand that reformist
America could do nothing for them. Then, | think, for the first time in American
history, the American Negroesfound that Karl Marx had been interestedin their
emancipationand had fought valiantly for it. | shall just read this extractthat was
takenfrom Karl Marx's writing at the time of the Civil War:

When an oligarchyof 300,00Gslaveholdersfor the first time in the annalsof the
world, dared to inscribeGSlavery on the bannerof armed revolt, on the very
spotwherehardly a centuryago,the idea of one greatdemocraticrepublic had
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firstsprungup, whencethe first declarationof the Rightsof Man wasissuedand
the first impulse given to the Europeanrevolution of the eighteentkcentury,
whenon thatspotthe counterevolutioncynicallyproclaimedpropertyin manto
be @he cornerstoneof the new edifice E then the working classof Europe
understoodat oncethat the slaveholderstebellionwasto soundthe tocsinfor a
generaholy war of propertyagainstabor, and that (its)hopesof the future,even
its pastconquestsvere at stakein that tremendousconflict on the other side of
the Atlantic.

Karl Marx who draftedthe aboveresolutionis generallyjknown asthe father
of ScientificSocialismand alsoof the epochmakingvolume popularly known asthe
socialistbible, Caprtal During the Civil War he wascorrespondentf the New York
Tribune. In the companyof Richard Cobden, CharlesBradlaugh,the atheist,and
JohnBright, he toured Englandmaking speechesnd so rousedup the sentimentof
the workersof thatcountryagainsthe Confederacythat Lord Palmerstonfthe] Prime
Minister,who wasaboutto recognizehe South,hadto desist.

As Marx foughtagainsthattelslaveryin 1861,soare presentlay socialistshis
intellectualdescendantdightingwageslavery.

If the Workers Partyin America were really a Workers Party that included
Negroesit would, for instancejn the South,haveto be illegal,and | would inform
the AmericanComradesthat thereis a branchof the WorkersPartyin the South,in
Richmond, Virginia, that is illegal E illegal becauseit includes colored members.
There we havea very smallgroup of white and colored comradesworking together,
and the fact that they have laws in Virginia and most of the Southern states
discriminatingagainstwhitesand blacksassemblingogethermeansthat the Workers
Partyin the Southmustbe illegal. To getround theselawsof Virginia, the comrades
haveto meetseparatelyaccordingto color, and aboutonce a month they assemble
behindcloseddoors.

This is just an indication of the work that will haveto be donein the South.
The work amongthe Negroesof the Southwill haveto be carriedon by somelegal
propagandaorganizedin the North, becausewe find at the presenttime in America
that the situationin the SouthernStateqwherenine million out of ten million of the
Negro populationlive), is that eventhe liberal bourgeoisieand the petty bourgeoisie
amongthe Negroescannotgettheir own papersof a reformistpropagandaype into
the Southon accountof the lawsthattherediscriminateagainstthem. The factis that
it isreallyonly in the SouthernStateghatthereis any real suppressiomof opinion. No
suppressiof opinion existsin the Northernstatesn the way it existsin the South.In
the Northern statesspeciallaws are made for special occasionsas those against
Communistsand Socialistsluring the War E but in the Southwe find lawsthat have
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existedfor fifty years,under which the Negroescannot meet to talk about their

grievancesThe white peoplewho are interestedn ther causecannotgo and speak
to them. If we sendwhite comradesdnto the Souththey are generallyorderedout by

the Southernoligarchyand if they do not leavethey are generallywhipped, tarred
andfeatheredand if we sendblack comradesnto the Souththey generallywon't be

ableto getout againE theywill be lynchedand burnedat the stake.

| hopethatasa symbolthatthe Negroesof the world will not be usedby the
internationalbourgeoisien the final conflictsagainsthe World Revolution,thatas a
challengeto the internationalbourgeoisiewho have an understandingf the Negro
guestion,we shall soon seea few Negro soldiersin the finest,bravest,and cleanest
fightingforcesin the world E the Red Army and Navy of RussiaE fighting not only
for their own emancipationput alsofor the emancipatiorof all the working classof
the wholeworld.
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2E. APPLICATIONFORMEMBERSHIPIN

THECOMMUNISTPARTY
W.E.B. Du Bois

1961

On thisfirstday of October1961,] am applyingfor admissiorto membership
in the CommunistPartyof the United Statesl havebeenlong and slowin comingto
thisconclusionput atlastmy mind is settled.

In collegel heardthe name of Karl Marx, but read none of his works, nor
heard them explained.At the Universityof Berlin, | heard much of thosethinkers
who had definitely answeredhe theoriesof Marx, but againwe did not studywhat
Marx himselfhad said. Neverthelesd, attendedmeetingsof the SocialistParty and
considerednyselfa Socialist.

On my returnto America, | taughtand studiesfor sixteenyears.l explored
the theoryof socialismand studiedthe organizedsociallife of AmericanNegroesput
still I neitherread nor heard much of Marxism. Then | cameto New York asan
official of the new NAACP and editor of 7he CrisismagazineThe NAACP was
capitalisbrientedand expectedsupportfrom rich philanthropists.

But it had a strong socialistelementin its leadershipin personslike Mary
Ovington, William English Walling and Charles Edward Russell. Following their
advice,l joinedthe SocialisPartyin 1911.1 knewnothingof practicalsocialispolitics
and in the campaignon 19121 found myselfunwilling to vote for the Socialisticket,
but advisedNegroego vote for Wilson. This wascontraryto SocialisfParty rulesand
consequently resignedrom the SocialisParty.

For the next twentyyearsl tried to developa political way of life for myself
and my people. | attackedthe Democratsand Republicansfor monopoly and
disenfranchisemendf Negroes;| attacked the Socialistsfor trying to segregate
SouthernNegro members;l praisedthe racial attitudesof the Communists,but
opposedheirtacticsn the caseof the Scottsbordoysand their advocacyof a Negro
state At the sametime, | beganto studyKarl Marx and the Communists] read Das
Kapital and other Communistliterature;l hailedthe RussiarRevolutionof 1917, but
waspuzzledby the contradictorynewsfrom Russia.

Finallyin 1926,1 begana new effort;| visitedthe Communistlands.l wentto
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the SovietUnionin 1926,1936,1949and 1959; sawthe nationdevelop.I visitedEast
Germany,Czechoslovakiand Poland.l spentten weeksin China, travelingall over
theland. Thenthissummer| resteda monthin Rumania.

| wasearly convincedthat sogalismwasan excellentway of life, but | thought
it might be reachedby variousmethods For Russia) wasconvincedshehad chosen
the only way opento her at the time.| sawScandinaviahoosinga differentmethod,
halfway betweensocialismand capitaism. In the United States|] saw Consumers
Cooperationas a path from capitalismto socialismwhile in England,Franceand
Germanydevelopedn the samedirectionin their ownway.After the Depressiorand
the SecondWorld War, | wasdisillusionedThe progressivanovementn the United
Statedailed. The Cold War started Capitalismcalledcommunisma crime.

Today | have reachedmy conclusion:Capitalismcannotreform itself; it is
doomedto seltdestructionNo universakelfishnessanbring socialgoodto all.

Communisnicthe effortto give all menwhatthey needand to askof eachthe
bestthey can contributéthis is the only way of humanlife. It is a difficult and hard
end to reach,it hasand will make mistakesput todayit marchegriumphantlyon in
educationand science,in home and food, with increasedfreedom of thoughtand
deliverancefrom dogma.In the end communismwill triumph. | wantto help bring
thatday.

The path of the AmericanCommunistPartyis clear:It will provide the United
Stateswith a realthird party and thusrestoredemocracyto thisland. It will call for:

=

Publicownershipof naturalresourcesnd of all capital.
Publiccontrol of transportatiorand communications.
Abolition of povertyand limitation of personaincome.
No exploitationof labor.

Socialmedicine with hospitalizatiorand carefor the old.
Freeeducationfor all.

Trainingfor jobsandjobsfor all.

Disciplinefor growthand reform.

. Freedomunderlaw.

10. No dogmaticreligion.

©ooNOAWN

Theseaimsare not crimes.They are pradicedincreasinglyverthe world. No
nationcancall itselffreewhich doesnot allowits citizengo work for theseends.

75



3. THENEGRONATION
Harry Haywood

Chapter VIl of the book NegroLiberation

1948

In the struggleagainsthe plantationsystenof the South,the Negropeopleare
necessarilyhe chief driving force. The liberal "remedies'which shy awayfrom the
fundamentaleconomicchangesindispensabldor the democratictransformationof
the South,ignorethis crucialfactand, with it, theyignare the specialcharacterof the
socialand political struggleof the Negroes.

The Myth of Race

The "white supremacistslhsiston presentingthe Negro questionas one of
race. This makesit possiblefor them to "justify” the notoriouscolorcastesystemin
the nameof spuriousracedogmaswhich depictthe Negrosservilestatusn American
life, not asthe resultof marimposedprescriptionput asa conditionfixed by nature.
Negro inequality is supposedlydue to natural inherent differences.In this credo,
Negroes presumably are a lower form of organism, mentally primitive and
emotionally undeveloped. "Keeping the Negro in his place" is thus allegedly
prescribedby natureand fixed by Holy Writ. Color of skinis madean index to social
position.Race,a stictly limited biologicalconcept,becomesa socialfactorand used
as an instrumentfor perpetuatingand intensifyingNegro subjugation.The Negro
problem s explainedin termsof naturalconflict betweenraces,the resultof inborn
peculiarities.

This hideous distortion, whose roots go back into antebellum times and
beyond, permeateshe entire cultural patternof the South;this vile calumnyis fixed
in the South'sfolkways,moresand customs sanctionedn its laws,and, in the last
analysisuttressedy violenceand lynchterror.

The lie of natural,innate and eternalbackwardnes®f the Negro and other
darkskinned peoplesis the theoretical foundation upon which reststhe whole
noxioussystenof Negrosegregatiomand its corollary,"white supremacy."

Formerly a rationalizationof chattelslavery,it is usedto justify the Negros
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presertday vassalageHeld down by an allpervasiveand absolutesystemof Jim
Crow basedon color of skinand curl of hair whosemyriad taboosfound him from
the cradleto the gravethe Negrois Americas'untouchable."

Buell G. Gallagherobservesn Color and Conscience:

Slaveryasownershipof chattelis gone:asa castesystenit remainslts purposeis
to keep nonwhitesin a position that, in one way or another,is inferior or
subordinateto that of whites.Its devicesrangefrom lynchingand mob violence,
at one extreme,throughlegalenactmentaind extralegalmanipulationsof courts
andpolice,to customand etiquetteasinstrument®f castecontrol.

From its taprootin the semifeudal plantationsystem,antiNegro racismhas
spreadthroughoutthe country,shapingthe patternof Negrowhite relationshipsn the
North aswell. With the clandestineencouragemenf Yankeefinancialpowerand its
controlledagencief public opinion, art, literature,education,press,and radio, the
dogma of the Negroes"inherentinferiority" has been cunningly infiltrated into the
nationalconsciousness the Americanpeople.Woveninto the nationalfabric, it has
becomean integralpart of the "Americanway of life," despiterepeatedrefutationby
authoritativescience.

In reality,the socalledracialpersecutiorof the Negroin the United Statess a
particularform and device of nationaloppressionThe useby an oppressomations
ruling classof suchsocialdifferencesaslanguageand religionto preserveheisolation
(and thus the economic and social inequality) of a subject people is common
knowledge.

Negro Liberation

Everywherein the world, a study of the nationalquestionrevealsthe use of
thesedifferencedy the ruling bourgeoisieasthe foundationfor its strategyof "divide
and rule," of fomentingstrifeand friction betweenthe toilers of variousnationalities.
In Hitler's Germanywith its sloganof "one race, one culture, one nation," racism
reacheda high peakmakingthe cult of racethe cornerstonef stateand world policy.
Bloody pogroms artificially createdalmostovernightagainstlewspecamethe openly
declaredofficial programof Nazirule.

In America,the rootsof racismare deeper,sunkasthey are in the unsolved
land questionof the Black Belt. The currentupswingof racismin the United Statess
utilized by monopoly capitalin the drive toward fascismand its byproduct, war. In
the United Statesperhapsmore thananywhereelsein the world, a farflung systenof
racial persecutionspringingfrom the mire of chattelslaverywith strongsurvivalsup
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to the presentday providesan evenmorefertile soilthan Hitler had.

Racism,alwaysthe gameof a reactionarygoverningclassjs being playedfor
muchhigherstakegoday.

Among American Negroes, physical difference becomesalmost the sole
characteristiovhereby the subjectrace can be distinguishedfrom the oppressor
nation.In the absencenf suchsocioecultural distinctionsbetweenwhite and Negro as
languageand religion, the "racial visibility" of the Negro enablesthe Anglo-Saxon
ruling clique to sethim apartfrom all othersamongthe populationasa permanent
objectof scornand oppression.

Effect on the Negro

In the ideology of race, the dominant classeshave a much more potent
weapon at their disposalthan even religion and language.The latter, as social
phenomenaare historicallytransientwhereagace,a physicalcategory persistsAnd
once a peoplehasbeensmearedwith the stigmaof "racial inferiority” they are ipso
factoruled out asunworthyof nationhoodand its inherentright of seligovernmenta
right whichin itselfis presumedo be the specialprivilegeof "superior‘races.

This deliberatey cultivatedemphasison the racial factor, particularlyon the
aspecbf color differenceshasnot beenwithout its adverseeffectupon the Negro. It
hasindeedactedasa retardationon the growth of political selfassertionThe fog of
racistobscuransm, thrown up by his oppressorshas made difficult clear political
orientation,i.e., the job of locatingand thus confrontingthe real enemythe forcesof
monopoly capitalism.It is thereforenot surprisingthat until quite recently Negro
protesthasbeen shuntedoff into the blind alley of a defensive'racialism."Whatis in
reality an aspirationfor identity as a nation has sought expressionthrough false
symbolsof "race"foistedon him by white rulers.He hasperforcedefinedhis fight for
freedomasa fight for "racialequality,™'racialopportunity.”

Manifestly,the Negro problem cannot be defined by any racial formulae.
Ideologically they obscurethe economicand political conditionsfor the achievement
of Negro equality,and impedethe full and necessarylarity asto the nature of the
issue.They are tanktirapsto block the road to the understandingof the profound
revolutionaryimplicationsof the struggleof the Negropeoplefor liberation.

The maintenanceof the pariah statusof Negro Americars, their lack of
equality,is an integralpart of the policy of Americanfinancecapital. That policy has
for its objectivethe achievemenbf the following:
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1. The artificial and forcible stifling of the free economic and cultural
developmentof the Negro through racist persecutionas a basic condition for
maintaininghis superexploitationand for maintainingthe degradationof the great
massof southernwhite folks;

2. The infection of the organismof American democracywith the virus of
race hatred as a deterrentto the formation of a common front of labor and
democratigpeopleagainsthe commonenemymonopolycapitalism.

The fulcrum of that policy is the retentionby monopoly of the slavesurvivals
in the Black Belt asan essentiabconomicand socialbasefor its alliesthe decadent.
Bourbonsquirearchyof the South.And now, this policy hasled to the conversionof
the entire South into a bulwark behind which the most noxious forms of native
fascismare rallying for a fullscalesortieagainsthe democracyof the whole country
andthe world.

Real Nature of the Problem

The secretto unravelingthe tangledskeinof America'sNegro questionliesin
its consideratiorasthe issueof an oppressedation. Within the bordersof the United
Statesand under the jurisdictionof a singlecentralgovernmentthere existnot one,
but two nations:a dominant white nation, with its Anglo-Saxon hierarchy,and a
subjectblackone.

Unlike the white immigrantminorities,the Negro,wearinghis badgeof color,
which ses the sealof permanencyon his inferior statuscannot,under contemporary
economicand socialconditions,be absorbedinto the Americancommunityasa full-
fledgedcitizen,limited asthis absorptionis in practiceevenfor large sectionf the
white minorities. He cannot hope to escapeas long as the statusquo remains
unchangedn the South.True, thereare coloredminorities,suchasthe coloredLatin
AmericansMexicans,PuertoRicansand others;thereare Orientals,and remnantsof
the Americanindians. But thesealsoaretarredwith the brushof color and arein the
main relegatedto the categoryof "unassimilables,butside the limits of majority
democratidradition.

But the classificationof the Negro as a "minority” leavesunansweredthe
guestionposedlong agoby GeorgeW. Cable,a foremostchampionof Negrorights:
why onetenth of the population, all nativesof the United States,and by law an
inseparablepart of the nation,do not havethe samefull measureof citizenshipthat
they would have were they entirely of Europeanrather than of partially African
descentForreally,asCableput it, the Negroremainsn Americaa "perpetualalien.”
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The policy of JimCrow proscriptionof America'sblack folk hasresultedover
the yearsin the shapingof the Negroasa distincteconomic,historical,cultural,and,
in the South,geographicaéntityin Americanlife. The Negrois American.He is the
productof everysocialand economicstrugglethathasmade America.But the Negro
is a speciakind of American,to the extentthat his oppressiorhassethim apartfrom
the dominant white nation. Under the pressureof these circumstanceshe has
generatedll the objectiveattributesof nationhood.

The history of the Negro people in the United Statesis unquesionably
intertwinedwith the history of the restof the American people.But to sayno more
than this would be to falsifyboth the specialstory of the Negro peopleand to befog
the history of American capitalism.For, on the one hand there were the dominant
whites, and among them existed from the beginning the division into economic
classesThe Negroes,on the other hand, were forced into the streamof American
historyin a specialmanneras oppressedslaveswhosepresentpositionas a whole
peoplestill bearsthe marksof the slavelash.

The Negrowasnot freedby the Revolutionof 1776,nor washe fully freed by
the Secorl AmericanRevolutionof 186177 the Civil War and ReconstructionThe
fact is that the first American republic containeda glaring flaw the institution of
chattelslavery.This despitethe aims so proudly proclaimedby the Declarationof
Independenceof man'sinalienableright to life, liberty, and the pursuitof happiness.
Excludedfrom these"inalienablerights"wasan importantsegmen of the American
people the Negro slave who, at the time, comprised onefifth of the country's
population.

Thus, the new Americannationalstatecreatedasa resultof revolutiongot off
to a falsestart.This "omission'wasto prove almostfatal. The glaring ambiguityof a
nation half free and half slavewasrecognizedoy the mostadvancedstatesmeiof the
period, by Paine Jeffersonk-ranklin,SamuelAdams,and others.

It wasthe belief of the Founding Fathersthat slaverywould soon die out.
Slaverywasnot particularlyprofitable,exceptin a very few areas.The tide of history
turnedwith the industrialrevolutionin Englandandthe variousinventionstoppedby
the cotton gin, which createda worldwide demandfor cotton.In 1789,when the
‘Constituton was adopted, no one doubted that there would soon be an end of
slavery.By 1818, when the debate began on the admissionof Missouri, a new
slavocracyhad arisenwhichwasdemandingexpansiorninto newlands.

The compromiseswhich the Constitutioncontaired on the issueof slavery
precludedthe participationof the Negroin the first Americanrepublic. It prevented
his democraticintegrationinto the new national state.He wasthus cheatedof the
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fruits of the victory to which he had contributedin termsof 5,0000f his peoplein the
revolutionaryarmedforces.

But the constitutionakkompromisenly postponedthe issueof slavery.This
issuewasto flare up anewin the seconddecadeof the nineteenthcenturyand wasto
occupythe spotlightin Americanpoliticsup to the end of the Civil War.

The questionof slavery,asMarx observedwasfor half a centurythe moving
power of American history. The issuewas finally resolvedonly by the Second
AmericanRevolutiorthe Civil War and Reconstruction.

Here again,for the secondtime, hope washeld for the full integrationof the
Negro into American life as a free and equal citizen, for the consolidationof
Americans,black and white, into one nation. But againthe revolutionwasaborted,
againthe Negro wasleft outsidethe portalsof full citizenship.The greatbetrayalof
1877, sealed by the HayesTilden gentlemen's agreement, turned over the
managemenbf the Southto the new Bourbon classesyho weregiventhe chanceto
reconstructhatregion"in theirownway."

Again the Negrowasdeniedthe fruits of the victory, which he had helpedto
win. Desertedby his erstwhileallies,he wasleft landlessand at the tendermercy of
the former slaveholdersAgain, asin the Revolutionof 1776,he wasplacedat the
doorsep of full freedomonly to havethe door slammedin his face an unwelcome
intruder. This secondgreatdefeatblastedhis hopesfor democraticabsorptioninto
Americannationallife.

But a qualitative changehad taken place in his status.Freed from chattel
slaveryby the uncompletedrevolution, he was now ready for the appearanceof
economicclassewithin his group, which under the conditionsof segregatiorand
imperialistoppressionnecessarilgervedasdriving forcesfor a movementof national
liberaion. The processof classstratificationramongNegroeswasof necessitya slow
and tortuous one, taking place as it did againstthe overwhelmingodds of post
Reconstructiomeaction.But proceedit did, so thatthe Negroeswho at the time of
their releasefrom chattel bondage comprisedan almost undifferentiatedpeasant
mass,had by the beginning of the twentieth century become transformedinto a
people manifestingamong themselvesthe class groupings peculiar to modern
capitalistsociety.Along with an increasingmassof wage laborers,there beganto
appeara classof small businesspeople, with more or lesswelldefined capitalist
aspirationsThis classwasto find its spokesmeramongthe educatedmiddle class.
The rise of a Negro bourgeoisiemarkedthe appearancef a classwhich, strivingto
defend its own interestsunder American conditions, was destinedto initiate an
historicalmovement,which could only developin the directionof nationalfreedom.
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The processof classdifferentiationdevelopingaganst the backgroundof JimCrow
oppressionand in conditionsof continuedmajority concentratiorof Negroesin the
Black Belt, thus formed the main objective conditionsfor their emergenceas an
oppressedhation.

The adventof imperialism the epochof the trustsand monopoliesat the turn
of the century rivetedthe yoke of whiterulingclasgyrannystill tighter,with the result
that the Negro wasthrust still further out of the pale of American democracyinto
deeperisolationwithin his own group. The rise of a financecapitalistoligarchyto
dominantpositionin Americaneconomicand political life precludedthe possibility
of peacefuldemocraticfusionof the Negrointo a singleAmericannation alongwith
whites.Thenceforththe issueof Negro equalty could be solvedonly via the path of
the Negro'sfull developmentas a nation. The Negro questionhad now definitely
becomethe problem of an oppressedationstrivingfor nationalfreedomagainsthe
main enemy,imperialism.

Objective Conditions for Nationhood

Geographicallythe Negroesare scatteredthroughoutthe United States put
almostonethird of their number (five million) are still massedn the Black Beltarea,
including its peripheralcounties.Despitethe migrationsof the lasteightyyears they
existasa stablecommunityand form a majority of the populationoverabroad area.

We defined the Black Belt in Chapter| as an areagirding the heart of the
South,encompassings central cottongrowing statesand 180 countiesin which the
Negraes constitutemore than half (50 to 85.5per cent) of the population.From this
core, the Black Belt Negro community overflowsinto 290 or more neighboring
counties,whosepopulationsare from 30 to 50 per cent Negro. In the whole of this
area,then,in atotal of approximatelyd70counties]ive five million Negroes.

This Black Belt regionis the heartlandof the American Negro. Here he has
lived from generationto generation.It was upon its Atlantic Seaboardthat his
forefatherdandedin JamestownVirginia, over 800yearsago.As a chattelslave the
black man followedthe trek of King Cotton and the plantationacrosghe faceof the
South.He plantedand raisedthe South'schief cashcrops,tobaccoand cotton. His
unrequitedlabor asa slaveformed an essentiapart of the primary accumulationof
wealth upon which the towering edifice of American industrial civilization was
founded. Yet, eightyfive yearsafter "emancipation'he is still denied his share.He
remainsa disinheritedpauper,a socialleperin his own homeland,groaningunder
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the burden of absenteerulers and their regional henchmen,forced to obey laws
whichhe hashad no partin making.

Any seriousexaminatiorwill showthatthe Negropopulationof the BlackBelt
is tied togetherby myriad internal bonds, by all facetsand agenciesof modern
capitalismhasall the prerequisite$or existenceasa nation.In the BlackBelt, thereis
a division of labor betweencity and countrytypical of our capitalistera. Thoughit is
primarily an agricutural community this areahasits cities,servingascommercialand
industrialoutletsfor the agrarianhinterland,citiessuchas New Orleans,Savannah,
Mobile, Memphis, Charleston Atlanta, Norfolk, WinstonSalem,all lying within the
Black Belt or at its periphery.Thesecitiesare economicallyand historicallypart of
that region. This is so notwithstandinghe fact that Negroescompriseroughly only
thirty to forty per centof the populationsof thesecenters.

As elsewheren the modernworld, town and countryare linked by a unified
systemof transportationand communication,by monetary unity, by a common
banking and credit structure,by all media essentiato modern capitalistmarket
relationships.

Among the Negropeopleof the area,thereexistall classgroupingspeculiarto
capitalismwhich historicallyprovidedthe basisfor the emergencef modernnations.
Not only do Negroeswork aslaborersin the cottonandtobaccofields;theywork also
in the coal mines,steelmills, sawand planingmills, ginningand cottonseedoil mills,
in furniture, turpentinerefining, in processingf tobacco,in chemicalindustriesand
in pulp and paper,in longshoreandlogging,on railroads etc.

There is a Negro upper classor bourgeoisieliving in both urban and rural
communities strivingas do all bourgeoisclassegor the extensionof its markets.lts
most influential segmentresidesin the cities, functioning mainly in the fields of
insurance,smaliscale banking, real estate,undertakingand other servicesfor the
Negrocommunity.Thereis alsoa sprinklingof welHo-do Negro farm ownersin the
rural areas.This Negrobourgeoisiehasits ideologistsn the educatedmiddle classes,
striving for the modern developmentof their people. There is the thin stratun of
professionapeople,includingdoctors,lawyers teachersministergthe largestgroup),
and socialworkers.The developmentof all theseclassess artificially retarded by
American monopoly capitalismand its Bourbon cohorts.All classesufferfrom the
ferociousnational oppression.The people as a whole find their interestsrunning
counter to this stifling Jim Crow. The Negro workers want modern conditions of
labor; the sharecroppersoor farmers,and plantationhandswantland and freedom
from the yoke of peonage;the town middle classesand intellectualswant equal
opportunitiesn businesseand professions.
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Althoughthe Negrocommunityin this areahasall theseeconomicand social
elementsof capitalismweldingit togetherwe mustnot losedght of the decisivefact,
that the region'seconomyremainsbackward,mainly agrarianin character.The full
developmentof modern capitalismhas been arbitrarily arrested.In this respectthe
region'seconomyis typical of that of colonial and other retaded nations.One can
saythat the Black Beltis a kind of "internal colony" of Americanimperialism,made
to function mainly asthe raw materialappendageof the latter. The characterof the
oppressiorof the Negro peoplein no senseliffersfrom that of colonialpeoples.The
economy of the region is not controlled by the Negro capitalists.lts immediate
direction is in the hands of white local capitalistsand landlords, who act as the
outpostcommandfor the realrulers,the financialdynastyof Wall Street.

This only emphasizethe fact that the economyof the Black Belt is typical of
that of an oppressednation, whose full developmentis artificially and forcibly
retardedby imperialism.

Negro Culture

A commontradition and culture, nativeto Negro America, hasbeenin the
making sincethe first Negroeswere landed at JamestownThe specialhistory of the
Negropeoplein the United Statess the historyof oppressiorand the struggleagainst
it. It is the history of the misery of the chattel slave sold from the holds of the
slaveshipsmto bondagewherean unknowntongueprevailed.It is the historyof more
than two hundred heroic slave revolts and insurrectionary plots, all of them
foredoomedand ruthlesslysuppressedThe history of the Negro peoplehasinfused
the Negrowith hopes,ideals,customsand traitswhich are blendedin a psychology
whoseactivitiesand aims move in a thousandwaystoward freedom and equality.
This psychology has been evidenced in slave revolts, in participation in the
democraic wars of this country and in its political life, especially during
Reconstruction,and in the various organizationsthat developed the liberation
movementof moderntimes.

The entire developmentof Negro music, literature, poetry, and painting, of
churches, fraternalgroups,and socialsocietiespearsthe imprint of this strugglefor
liberation.The psychologicahswell asthe economicneedfor continuousstruggleto
gain equal democraticstatus,to throw off the oppressivechainsand assumethe
uprightpostureof a free peoplethisis and hasbeenthe dynamicof Negroculture.

Dr. W. E. B. DuBoispointed out this factin his introductionto the appealto
the United Nations,submittedby the National Associationfor the Advancementof
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ColoredPeople,n Februaryl947:

The socalledAmericanNegrogroup, thereforewhileit isin no senseabsolutely
setoff physicallyfrom its fellow Americans hasneverthelesa strong,hereditary
cultural unity, born of slavery,of commonsuffering prolongedproscription and
curtailmentof political and civil rights;and especiallypecauseof economicand
socialdisabilitiesLargelyfrom thisfacthavearisentheir cultural giftsto America
their rhythm, music and folk-song; their religious faith and customs;their
contibutions to American art and literature; their defenseof their country in
everywar, on land, seaand in the air; and especiallythe hard, continuoustoil
uponwhichthe prosperityand wealthof thiscontinenthaslargelybeenbuilt.

The Negropeopleare a separatdolk, a peoplewith distinctinterestsfeelings
and attitudesbuilt upon their commonhistoryof sufferingand oppression.

"The result,"continueghe statement;hasbeento make AmericanNegroego a

wide extentprovincial,introvertive,sef-consciousand narrowly raceloyal; but it

hasalsoinspiredthemto franticand oftensuccessfuéffortto achieveto deserve,
to showthe world their capacityto sharemoderncivilization.As a resultthereis

almost no area of American civilization in which the Negro has not made
creditableshowingin the faceof all hishandicaps."

Notwithstandingts many points of contactwith the culture of the dominant
white nation, this Negro culture hasits own distinctivefeaturesThus therehasarisen
within the Negro communitya sociocultural structurecorrespondingo the statusof
fixed inequalityforced upon him by the dominantwhite nation. There is amongthe
Negrocommunitya multiplicity of organizationspationaland local,devotedto every
field of human interestand endeavor:to education,to civil rights, to the special
interestof variousprofessionagroupsand of women,youth, veteransand business
enterprisesThere is a Negro churchwhich in many partsof the countryis a social
rallying point of the Negrocommunity.

The authors Drake and Cayton, describing Bronzeville, Chicago's Negro
community,observedhat:

The peopleof Bronzevillehave,throughthe years crystallizedcertaindistinctive
patternsof thoughtand behavior. While Bronzevillés institutionsdiffer little in
form from those in other Midwest Metropolis communities, they differ
considerablyin content. The dissimilarity springs primarily from two facts:
Becausethe community is spiritually isolated from the larger world, the
devdopment of its families, churches,schoolsand voluntary associationhas
proceededjuite differentlyfrom the coursetakenby analogousvhiteinstitutions;
and, second, Bronzeville's'culture is but a part of a larger, national Negro
culture, its people being tied to thirteen million other Negroesby innumerable

85



bondsof kinship,associationand churchmembershipand a commonminority
statusThe customsnheritedby Bronzevillehavebeenslowlygrowingup among
AmericanNegroesdn the eightyyearssine slavery."

The cultural pattern of Chicago'sBronzevillehas its replica in Harlem, in
Detroit's "ParadiseValley," in the PittsburghHill section,in Los Angeles'Central
Avenue,indeedin everyBlackghettoin America,the greatesbf which is the Black
Beltitself.NationalNegro culture finds expressiorin a rich folklore, in music,in the
dance,in an expandingand virile theatre movementand in a highly developed
literature.lt is voicedin a rapidly growingpress.(In 1946the combinedcirculation
for 137Negronewspapersvasalmosttwo millions.)But, throughwhatevermediumit
manifeststself, this culture is built around themesof distinctlyNegro life and Negro
problems.

Coming from the heart of the massesf people welded togetherby like
yearnngs,stirredby the samecausesthis cultureexpressethe deepfelt aspiration®of
the Negro people,their strivingsto break through the walls of the JimCrow ghetto
andto achieverecognizedstatusasa freepeople.

The presentgreat Negro political awakeningis finding expressionn a new
resurgenceof Negro literature and art. LangstonHughes, outstandingNegro folk
poet, has hailed this new cultural "renaissanceas transcendingn depth and scope
the vastwaveof Negro cultural activity following World War |, whichfoundin Alain
Lockeits foremostinterpreter.

To the glory of poetry,it maybe saidthatin literatureNegropoetsraisedmost
clearly and feelingly the ringing tones of strugglefor liberation. Standinghighest
among these belHike singers are such contemporarypoets as LangstonHughes,
CounteeCullen, and SterlingBrown. Among the youngerpoetsare Owen Dodson,
GwendolynBrooksand MargaretWalker. The interpretativewritingsof Alain Locke,
the novels of Arna Bontemps,Richard Wright, Ann Petry, the poetry of James
Weldon Johnsonthe biographicalwork of Shirley Graham,the playsof Theodore
Ward, the dramatic interpretationsof Canadalee, have enhancedthe treasuryof
American and world literature and art. The great people'sartist and leader, Paul
Robesonjs a toweringexampleof the magnificentcontributionsof the Negropeople
in the world of music and drama. William Grant Still, outstandingcontemporary
Negro composer; Marian Anderson, world famous contralto; Richard Barthe,
foremostNegro sculptor;ErnestCrichlow, prominentillustratorand caricaturistand
Hale Woodruff, prizewinning muralist,are only a few of the many creativeNegro
talentsin thesefields. In the rosterof creativewriterswho have dealt and deal now
with Negrolife are namesof Negroeswho vie for top honorswith all otherwritersin
the United States.
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To the literary expression®f a resurgentNegro people must be added the
increasinghumbersof works by Negro scholarsand scientistsvho representpn the
whole, a deeperprobing of the problem. Outstandingamongtheseare the works of
that sterlingNegro scholarand fighter, W.E.B. DuBois,and of the eminenthistorian
Carter Woodson. The late George WashingtonCarver, one of the world's great
scientistds an exampleof their outstandingachievements the sciences.

Progressivescholarshave done yeomanwork in unearthingthe Negro'spre-
American past, in piecing together that broken line of Negro history and the
contribution the black man has made throughout time and throughoutthe world.
They haverefutedthe spuriousracestereotypesdepictingthe Negroasa manwithout
a past,without a history, and, therefore,unworthy of an equal place at the table of
civilization.

The myth of the Negro'spastasonly a "drawerof waterand a hewerof wood"
is now exploded. And in the shatteringof this myth, the Negro has seenhimself
emergeasthe inheritor of a rich historicaltradition with antecedentseachingback
into the dawn of civilizationitself. This literature hasbroughtto the consciousnessf
Negro America and to an evergrowing segmentof whites the missing pagesof
American and African history, the great contribution made by the Negro to
civilizatiorand democracy.

The trendswhich Alain Locke notedin the ‘twentieshavebecomemore fully
matured.What he saidthencanmore emphaticallybe statedtoday:

The day of 'Aunties,"Uncles'and 'Mammies'is gone.Uncle Tom and Sambo
havepassedn, and eventhe'Colonel'and'George'play barnstormrolesfrom which
they escapewith relief whenthe public spotlightis off. The popular melodramahas
aboutplayeditselfout and it is time to scrapthe fictions,garretthe bogeysand settle
downto a realisticfacingof facts.

The New Negro is here and in much greaternumbersthan he wasin the
‘twenties.The stereotypesre giving way to a Negro with a new senseof his own
dignity and worth and a newlyawakenedride in himselfasa contributorin no mean
senseto the progressof our society.He is a Negro determned to fight for his just
rights.

And behind this new Negro is the emergingdynamic force of the Negro
industrial working class,which is playing an increasinglyimportant role in the
councilsof Negroleadership.

Of course,this picture of Negro culture is not complete. There are also
negative, nonprogressivefeatures, expressingthe trend of selfisolation, Negro
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particularismThat the culture of the Negro peopleis expressedhroughthe medium
of the Englishlanguageis no argumentagainstthe apparen fact that theirsis a
distinctly Negro culture. Englishis the languageof the Negro Americanasit is the
languageof all Americans.All AmericanNegroesspeakEnglish.It is their common
medium of expressionA common language not necessarilya separée or distinct
languagejs the requirementof nationhood.In England,the United StatesCanada,
Australia,Englishis the nativelanguageYet no one will seriouslyarguethattheyare
not separatenations.

For, with their pastbehind them, and in the course of their three hundreds
years'sojourn on the American continent,the Negroeshave adoptedthe English
languageastheir own in the samemannerthatthey haveadoptedotherinstitutionsof
the dominant American nation. They have becometransformedfrom the enslaved
descendantef variousAfrican tribesand nations havingdifferentlevelsof economic
and socialdevelopmentspeakingdifferentdialectsand languagesinto an ethnically
homogeneousind tightly welded people.They are today a peoplestrergthenedand
hardenedby oppressiorand rapidly gainingmaturity.

JosephStalin, who was chiefly responsiblefor formulating the successful
programfor solvingthe problem of Russia'snany nations hasdefineda nationasan
"historically evolved, stable community of language,territory, economiclife, and
psychologicamakeup manifestedn a community of culture.”" The validity of this
definitionhasbeenattestedyy the factthatit hasservedasthe theoreticakcornerstone
for the building of thatuniquefraternityof freeand equalnationsknownasthe Union
of SovietSocialisRepublics.

The Negroesin the United Statesmanifestall theseattributesof nationhood
listed in the conciseand classicdefinition of Stalin. They are "a nation within a
nation."

The Status of National Consciousness

True, the actualmovementfor nationalliberationamongthe Negropeoplein
the U. S. has been comparativelyweak. It has even been arguedthat the Negro
himselfrejectsthe conceptof separatanationalityasa classitationof his statusn the
contemporaryAmericansocialscene For, the argumentruns, if the Negroeswere a
nation, would not the asseverationf their nationalityfind definite expressionn the
demands, slogans,and programs of their organizations?Snce, allegedly, the
capitalistiaupper classesire the bearersof the "nationalidea,"is not the factthat this
classamong Negroeshas never, in a clearcut and consistentmanner, raised the
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demandsof nationhoodconclusiveproof thatthe Negroesarenot a nation?

The fact is that the Negroesare a young nation whoseadvanceto political
consciousnesand strengthis retarded by imperialisticoppression.Yet, this very
oppressions creatingthe basisfor the rise of a fully consciousationalmovement
among them. The weak developmentof nationalconsciousnes®yr the lack of it, is
characteristiof young nations.For example,in our own hemisphereully a scoreof
new nationshavecomeinto existencewithin the lastone hundredand fifty years.The
acqusition of nationalconsciousnessasin mostcases slowand arduousprocessilt
Is a fact that some of thesenations, particularly in Central America, have yet to
develop a vigorous sense of nationhood, and have by no means won full
independence.

The antiimperialisticrevolution in India has thrust forward on the political
arenaof that vastsubcontinenta scoreof distinctand hitherto submergedpeoples,
energeticallydemandinga place in the sun their recognitionas nationswithin the
frame of a free India. Outstandingis the caseof the Moslems,who, until quite
recently, recognizedthemselvesas a religious entity, with only communal and
religiousdifferencesseparatinghem from the main massof Hindu peoples.Despite
the reactionarydistortion of the legitimateMoslem nationalaspirationscontainedin
the MountbattenAward, which establishedwo statesPakistarand Hindustan,on the
basisof religiousdifferenceonly, the movementof the Moslempeoplesfor the right
of national seltdeterminationnow occupiesa central sectoron the front of Indian
freedom.

The road to nationalconsciousnessf the American Negro is more arduous
and tortuousthanthat of mostpeopleslt is besetby formidableobstacledoth of an
ideologicaland a physicalenvirormentalnature.

First,thereis the overwhelmingand stifling factor of racethe chiefweaponin
the ideologicalarsenalof the ruling classesf the oppressomation. The spurious
dogmaof Negroracialinferiority is sunkdeepin the thinking of white America. It has
left its indelible stampon the nascentNegro nation, befoggingthe basicconceptof
the Negroes'statusas that of an oppressedhation. The chargeleveled againstthe
Negro people, that they are lessthan human, has forced them into an untenalbe
defensiveposition,in which much of their energyhasbeenconsumedn the assertion
of their basic humanity, their right to be consideredhuman beings.To meet this
invidious attackthey have perforcerallied under the sloganof racial equality,racid
solidarity, sloganswhich, though militant, do not hit the centerof the targettheir
oppressiorasa nationin the BlackBelt.

Secondly,an additional deterrentto the Negroes'quest for freedom, via
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nationhood,is that the conceptof Negro nationalityis a totally new one, and thus
outsidethe boundsof the traditionalthinking of AmericandemocratsThusthe idea
of Negro nationhood,on American soil, when first projected by the Communist
Party, met with attacknot only by reactionariesbut also by wel-meaningliberals,
including many Negro leaders,who felt it to be a retreat before Jim Crow, an
acquiescenct segregation.

Finally, perhapsthe mostformidable retardingfactor in the developmentof
the Negro'sconsciousnessf nationhoodis the factthat the new Negro nation of the
Black Belt finds itself setdown in the midst of the strongestapitalistnationin the
world, totally engulfedby what the Negro playwright, Theodore Ward called "The
Big White Fog."

Furthermore,as Stalin has pointed out, the national question nowadaysis
"virtually a peasantjuestion."However,in this struggleagainsffinancialexploitation,
political enslavemeniand cultural effacemenbf the Negro peopleby the imperialist
bourgeoisiethe massof the Negro peasantryhave lackedthe leadershipfrom those
classeson which the developmentof the national movement has historically
depended.The Negrobourgeoisieand industrialproletariatare comparativelyrecent
socialformations.

For the Negroto claim the rightsof naionhood in theseconditionswould be
an act of the highestpolitical consciousnes#&nd yet the factis that, while eagerto
combatevery manifestatiorof Jim Crow within Americanlife, the Negro peoplesee
the solutionof their problemsneitherin a processof ethnologicabbsorptioninto the
white community, nor in the abandonmentof their American homelandfor some
illusory refugein Africa or a "49th State, nor in any escapisschemeof massexodus
from the South. On the contrary, they have continued to build their own
organizationsand agenciesaffectingevery phaseof Negro endeavorin the United
States systematicallyhrowing off the feeling and even the terminologyof "racial”
inferiority; and strengtheninghe wellspringsof national consciousnesg he Negro
massesvant equality, and increasinglyfeel that they can and must achieveit as a
people in their own right. The emergenceof new massforces and influences,
spearheadedby a rapidly maturing Negro industrial working class, has proved
decisiven thisdevelopment.

This growingsenseof nationhoodhasbeenmostdramaticallyexpressedn the
appealsof the National Negro Congressand of the National Associationfor the
Advancemenbf Colored Peopleto the United Nations.DuBois,in hisintroducton to
theN.A.A.C.P.appealwrites:
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"The United Nationssurelywill not forgetthat the populationof this group [the
Negroes]makesit in sizeone of the considerablenations of the world. We

number as many asthe inhabitantsof the Argentineor Czechosivakia,or the
whole of Scandinaviancluding Sweden,Norway, and Denmark.We are very
nearlythe sizeof Egypt,Rumania,and YugoslaviaWe are largerthan Canada,
SaudiArabia, Ethiopia, Hungary, or the NetherlandsWe have twice as many
personsas Australia or Switzerlandand more than the whole Union of South
Africa. We have more peoplethan Portugalor Peru;twice as many as Greece
and nearlyasmany as Turkey. We havemore peopleby far than Belgiumand

halfasmanyasSpain.In sheemumbersthenwe area groupwhich hasa right to

be heard;and while we rejoice that other smallernationscan standand make
their wantsknown in the United Nations,we maintain equally that our voice
shouldnot be suppressedr ignored."”

Despitethe weak growth of national consciousnesamongNegroesithe road
aheadfor the Negro peoplein the United Statespoints to the further, accelerated
developmenbf nationalaspirationsThe experience®f World War II, in which the
Negropeoplemadegreatsacrificesn the comma struggleagainsfascistaiggression,
only provided new evidencethat the Negro was sufferingfrom a distinct form of
national oppression.The postwar period multiplied the evidencea thousandold.
Instead of being followed by an unprecedentedextensionand revitalization of
democracyin the United Statesthe triumph overthe fascispowerswasfollowedby a
postwar offensiveof reactionwhich, in addition to its assaultupon the democratic
rights of the labor and progressivemovementsgenerally,also setitself the task of
"putting the Negro back in his place." Even if the Negro people had chosento
integratethemselvesvith the nationasa whole, the forcesof reaction,spurredon by
the programof monopolycapital,put up new barriersto suchintegrdion and left no
doubt thatfreedomfor the Negropeoplecould only be won by evengreaterstruggles
againstationaloppressionand first of all for land and political powerin the Black
Belt.

Right of Self-Determination

In fact,it is herethatthe national characteof the struggleis mostpronounced.
The battle for fundamentalagrarianreform is inextricablyinterwovenwith the fight
againstthe most barbaroustype of fascistracistoppressionof the Negro majority.
Here it is not simply a matterof landlordism, but a particularbrand of landlordism,
thatof a whiteruling clique.In collusionwith urban capitalist®f the region,and with
the clandestindackingof northernreactionariesthis landlordismmaintainsthrough
the instrumentsf "white supemacy"(courts,police, militia and extralegalauxiliaries
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of the K.K.K. and other suchterroristicbodies)a systemof specialpersecutiorand
plunder of the Negropeople,rivaledonly in the mostbackwardcoloniallands.It isa
landlordismthatgloriesin the openflouting of the Reconstructiommendmentso the
Constitution.

This persecutionof the Negro in the Southland,as we have indicated, is
actuallyan auxiliary of nationaloppressiorof the mostvoraciouskind, equivalentto
foreignrule. It is designedfor the political suffocationand suppressiorof a people
who comprisethe majority of the populationof a contiguoudand area,a people of
commonethnicorigin, and with a commonbhistory.

Any program envisioningfundamentalreorganizatiorof the South'sagrarian
structureand land relationshipgnust take into full accountthis "racial” or national
factor, which is integrallytied in with the agrarianproblem. Sucha program must
projectasits longrange objectivethe breakingof the classdomination of the Wall-
Streebacked Bourbon oligarchy and the white supremacycolorcaste systemby
which this rule of arbitrary violence over the Negro peopleis legally and morally
sanctioned.

Democracyin the Black Belt

This meansthat the corrupt rule of monopoly capitalismand its alliesin the
Black Belt mustbe supplantedby the democraticrule of the majority, thatis, of the
Negro people,with the full participationof their alliesamongthe disfranchisedvhite
minority. Without governmentabnd adminstrativecontrol in the handsof the most
oppressedsectionof the people, fundamentalagrarianreform is impossible as has
beenuniversallyproved. Only governmeninstitutionsthat representand expresshe
specialinterestsf the preponderaniNegro population,and enjoyits confidence can
effecta radicalchangein the structureof southernandownershipsourgentlyneeded
by the bulk of the BlackBelt'speopleand southernwhitesgenerally.

The questionof selfgovernmentfor the Negroesin the Souh, however,is
inseparabldrom their charactelasa nation.

In the lastanalysighe fight for selfgovernmenin the BlackBeltis the fight for
theright of selfdeterminatiorby the Negronation.

What, concretely s the meaningof the right of seltdeterminationof nations?
What should be understoodby it? Is it to be identified with separationAs regards
the Negroesijs it to be equatedto the demandfor a separatéNegrostatein the Black
Belta Negrorepublic?Doesit run counterto the principle of Negroand white unity,
soessentialo the strugglefor Negrorightsand democracys it not a capitulationto
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JimCrow or segregatiorasmany of the criticsof this principle contend?

Theseare someof the questionsraised,not only by reactionariesvho have
donnedthe falsecloak of friendshipfor the Negro'scausen order betterto sabotage
it, but by manyhonestand sincereproponentsof Negrofreedom.

The right of selfdeterminatiormeansnone of thesethings.Quite the contrary.
It impliesthe application of consistentiemocracyin the sphereof relationsbetween
nations,the elimination of the forcibly imposeddistinction betweenoppressedand
oppressingiations;it meansthe abolition of all and sundry privilegesof one nation
over the other. Specifically it meanssimply the right of the people of a nation to
determinetheir own fate, or destiny,free from forcible interventionfrom without by
the people of anothernation. A nation hasthe right to organizeits own life in the
manneror form it chooses,ndependentof the dictatesof any other nation to be
masterin its own house. Finally, seltdeterminationmeansthe recognition of the
sovereigntyof a peoplein all mattersaffectingtheir internallife aswell asin matters
involving their relaion’ shipswith other peoplesor nations.This, then, is the content
and principle of the right of selfdetermination.

Quite definitely, this right includesthe right of separationthatis, the right to
free political secessiofrom the oppressingation. But seltdeterminatiormustnot be
construedasidenticalwith secessiomand the establishmendf an independentstate.
The right of nationsto secedeis an inviolable democraticright, but it is not an
obligation,or a duty.

"A nation," saysStalin,"hasthe right to arrangeits life on autonomoudines. It
evenhasthe right to secedeBut thisdoesnot meanthatit shoulddo sounderall
circumstancesthat autonomy, or separation,will everywhereand alwaysbe
advantageoufor a nation,for the majority of it population,for the toiling strata."

An illustrativeparallelwhich might serveto bring out the distinctionbetween
right and obligationis affordedin the field of woman'srights.The right of divorceis
universally recognizedin all advancednatons as basic to the emancipationof
womanhood Everydemocratworthy of the nameis dutybound to supportthisright.
But the right of divorce by no meanssignifiesan obligationon the part of womento
divorcetheir husbandsAnd soit is with nations.Any attemptto reducethe right of
seltdeterminatiorto the demandfor secessiors in factto denythisright. It would be
equivalento dictatingthe form in whichthe nationshouldapplyitsrights.

A study of the national questionrevealsthat the choice of settlementof the
problem may be exercisedin any one of the following forms, dependingon the
decisionof the nationitself:
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A nation may decide upon completesecessionthat is, to setitself up as an
independent state, or again it may decide on federation with the former
oppressingation,or it may decideupon territorial autonomywithin the borders
of the former oppressingtate with a varyingdegreeof sovereigntyver its own
internalaffairsviz., someform of local or regionalselfgovernmeat. Thereare, of
course, varying degrees of autonomy within a state of mixed national
composition, depending primarily upon the degree of unification of the
respectiveautonomougeopleasa modernnation. Federationmpliesvoluntary
associatiorbetweenfree and equalnationsin the form of a federativestate Al

theseforms of the exerciseof the right of selfdeterminationhavefound a living
and truly creativeexpressiornin the Union of SovietSocialistRepublics,which
assureghe economicand cultural developmenof all of its peoples.

Internationalexperiencen the solutionof the nationalityproblem hasshown
clearlythatany programfor its solutionmustincludetwo points.First,it mustconfirm
the unconditionalright of the nationto democratt selfdeterminationup to the point
of secessioand the organizatiorof a separatestate Secondlyjt mustincludea point
on territorial autonomyin the eventthat the nation shoulddecideon this alternative
and considerit to be the mostadvantageousor its people.

"We demandthe freedom of selfdetermination,“Lenin said, "not becausewe
dreamof an economicallyatomizedworld, nor becausewe cherishthe ideal of
smallstatesbut on the contrary,becauseave arefor largestatesand for a coming
closer,evena fusion of nations,but on a truly democratic truly internationalist
basiswhichis unthinkablewithoutthe freedomof separation.”

The recognition of the principle of selfdetermination implies an
uncompromisingfight for the conditionsfor its realizationjthat means,the fight for
equalityin all fields,and againstall forms of nationalor racial oppressionjn short,
completedemocracyin the country. The exerciseof the right of seltdeterminationis
the crowningpoint of thisstruggleand symbolizeshatthe equalityof the givennation
hasbeenfully achieved.

Selfdeterminationis, therefore,"merely the logical expressiorof the struggle
againstnationaloppressionn everyform.” It is an irrefutabledemandof consistent
democracyin the sphereof the nationalproblem.

Selfdeterminatiomasthe ultimatesolutionof the Negronationalquestionis no
communistdogma,asthe spokesmerof imperialismboth open and covertstrive so
desperatelyto prove. Neitheris it a mere theory. Quite the opposite.lt is a living
reality attestedby the strugglesof the oppressedationseverywhereand confirmed
beyondall disputein the epic exampleof the SovietUnion, a countryembracingone
sixth of the earth'sland surfacejn whichthe nationalquestionhasbeensolved.Upon
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the ruins of the "prison of nations"that had beenthe Russiaof the tsars,wherethe
mostrapaciousand wildestformsof nationaland racialoppressiorprevailed hasnow
beenbuilt thatgreatcommonwealttof tree and equalnaionsknown asthe Union of
Soviet SocialistRepublics.Here 189 peoplesspeakingl50 languagesdifferent in
tradition, race and color, enjoy the same rights and are forged togetherin an
extraordinaryunity of effort and enthusiasmfor a common ideal a multicolored,
multi-national fraternity of peoples,a commonwealthof nationsbasedon the free
associationof racesand nationsliving in peace and friendly collaboration. This
democraticsolutionof the nationalquestion,groundedin a socialisteconomy,is the
reasonfor the unshakableunity displayedby the Sovietpeoplesin the recentwar
againstfascism.Undeniably the Sovietachievements a crowning victory for the
policy thatrecognizeshe unqualifiedright of nationsto seltdetermination.

The policy of selfdeterminationas the solution of the national questionhas
found its confirmationmostrecentlyin the policiesof the new people'sdemocracies
which havearisenin postwar EasternEurope.Czechoslovakiand Yugoslaviastates
which prior to World War Il had beentorn by nationalstrife and dissensionhave
now beentransformednto democraticnulti-hationalstatedasedon equalityand the
right of selfdeterminationof formerly oppressednations such as the Slovaksin
Czechoslovakiaand the Sovenes,Croatians,Montenegrins Macedoniansand the
peoplesof BosniaHerzegovina.

The principle of selfdeterminationappliesfully to the situationof the Negro
nation of the Black Belt. Once the Negro community there is concededto be a
nation, the recognition of its right to seltdeterminationlogically and inalterably
follows.

It would be scrapingthe very bottom of the foul pit of distortionand calumny
to label this democraticneed of the Negro peopleof the Black Belt a concessiorio
Jim Crow, or to asserthat it playsinto the handsof the Bilbosand TalmadgesJim
Crow meansseparationof Negro and white, a separationarbitrarily and violently
imposedby the Negro'soppressors.

It is the instrumentof imperialistnational oppressionBut the right of self
determinationfor the Black Belt Negro, on the contrary,commitsits proponentsto
the most consistentand unremitting fight for every democraticneed of the Negro
people;it meansthe obligationto assisin the organizationof and to give practical
supportto their fight againstall forms of JimCrow oppressionand violenceto the
point of the establishmenof their full equality;thatis, the realizationof the concrete
conditionsin which the right of selfdeterminationof the Negro nation can be
exercised.
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In America the imperialist policy of JimCrow national oppressionof the
Negrocreateghe conditionsfor the rise of a movementfor Negro nationalliberation.
At the sametime, imperialistoppressiorclearsthe ground for the emergenceof the
mostdynamicforce of that movementthe Negro working classdrawingit into the
orbit of industryand into directcontactand fraternalrelationshipsvith white labor.

This is a glaringparadoxin the world of imperialism;but for advancedabor
whose perspectivas socialisnthesetrendsare but part of a singleprocesdeadingto
world unity on a freeand voluntarybaits.

Self-Government

While the right and exerciseof seltdeterminationis the inherentgoal of the
Negrostrugglefor nationalliberation in the Black Belt, selfrule in the partialform of
local selfgovernmentwithin the existingfederalstateis a first and mandatorystepin
its attainment.It is the minimum requirementfor the recastingof the South's
agriculturalsetup alongdemacratic lines,to guarantego the Negroesthe necessary
political power for beginning the wide sweepingeconomic and cultural reforms
neededin thatregion.

The precedentfor Negro selfgovernmentwassethistoricallyin the period of
Radical Reconstructio, when the newly emancipatedNegro, in alliance with
southernpoor whitesand supportedby northerndemocracy steppedforwardto take
his placein governmentand to establishn the Souththe only democraticregimeit
has ever known the Reconstructiongovernmentsof 186777. During this period,
Negro selfgovernmentactually existed in a number of Black Belt counties. Its
rudimentaryformswere likewiseobservedin the ConstitutionalConventionsheld in
ten southernstatesand by the dominantNegrorepresentationn the subsequenstate
legislaturesf SouthCarolina.Mississippand Louisiana.

In SouthCarolina,Negroescomposedhe greatmajority in the Lower House
of the threelegislaturesvhich satbetweenl1868and 1873,and a very large minority
of the Lower Houseswhich satbetweenl874and 1878.Representatiom the state
legislaturesf otherstatesvasconsiderablyess.

Negroesoccupied offices other than in legislaturesn the following states:
South Carolina  Lieutenant Governor (twice); Spe&er of the House (twice);
Secretaryof State Adjutant and InspectoiGeneral;Louisiana Acting Governor(in
interim of 43 days, this was LieutenantGovernor P. B. S. Pinchback);Lieutenant
Governor (threetimes);Secretaryof State,StateTreasurer,Supeintendentof Public
Education;Mississippi Secretaryof State,LieutenantGovernor, Superintendenbf
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Education Other officeswereheld by Negroedn otherstates.

From 1868to 1901 therewereatotal of 23 Negroesn Congresstwo of whom
were Senates. Many of theseservedin more than one sessiorof CongressSome
werereelectedseveratimes.

To the chagrin of its defamers,this "experimentin Negro government"
resultedin the framing of the mostdemocraticstateconstitutionsn the nation. For
example, the South Carolina conventionput through a constitutionwhich included
immediateabolition of propertyqualificationdor office holding; universalkuffrageor
Negro and white; no discrimination againstNegroes;proportional representation
accordng to population and not on a property basis;no imprisonmentfor debt;
compulsoryuniversaleducation;recognitionof woman'srights;and reorganizatiorof
stateand countygovernmentso providefor the fullestparticipationof the people.

The falsificaibn of the true historyof Reconstructionthe concealingof its real
lessonsfrom the people has, over the years,becomea builtin part of the whole
systemof "white supremacy,'by which the Bourbon oligarchsjustify their absolutist
totalitarianrule.

Reconstructions depictedasa period of unrestrainedyiolence bloody terror,
carnage,and rapine, in which the Negro is presentedas a naive but semisavage
personwho, freedfrom a benevolentlavery roamedthe land robbing and stealing,
and ventinghis lust upon unprotectedwhite womanhood;while in the background,
directingthis horror, stalkedthe mostsinisterof all figures,the vengeful,swaggering
carpetbaggeexactinghis blooddrenchedpound of fleshfrom a ruined and prostrate
South.

A whole literaturehasbeenbuilt upon suchviciousdistortions Particularlyin
the South,amongpoor whites hasthislying versionbeenacceptedasirrefutablefact;
the carpetbag bogey and its corollary, the threat of "Black Domination,"has been
used by geneationsof Dixie demagoguesot only to frighten little children but a
wholewhite population.

The Negrowhite unity achievedduring the Reconstruction'experimentin
Negrogovernment,'held forth the promiseof a rapid developmentf the Southout
of its moras=f reactionand backwardnesst wascrushedhowever by the victory of
the counterevolution of 1877, sealedin the HayesTilden agreementbetween
northerncapitalismand southernreaction.

In the context of the presentfight againstencroachingfascismfor a truly
democraticpeople'sgovernmentfor the United Statesas a whole, the need of the
Black Belt Negro for political selfrule means simply the establishmentof the
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jurisdiction of the Negro majority over all questionspurely of a local and regional
character.

Its realizationwould of course involve the reorganizationof the present
governmentaland administrativestructure of a number of southernstateswhose
boundariesnow arbitrarily crisscrosshe areaof contiguousNegro majority breakirg
up this area into a maze of governmentaladministrative,judicial, and electoral
subdivisionswhichin no waycorrespondo the life needsof its people.

Indeed, these divisions are purposely maintainedin many casesare even
gerrymanderedby the Souths rulers with the aim of continuing the political
suppressiorof the region'spredominantcolored population. The abolition of these
bureaucraticand arbitrarily establishedooundariesand their replacementby truly
democraticones,conformingnot with the needsof the bourbon oppressordut with
thoseof the oppressedis a key taskof Americandemocracy.

Selfgovernmentfor the Black Belt region implies just such a regroupingof
county and administrativedistrictsto guaranteefull proportional representaon for
the Negro peoplein all areasof governmentWhat honestdemocratcould deny to
the Negro majority in the Deep Souththe selfgovernmenthat the peoplesof other
statecomprisingour federalunion now enjoy?For the BlackBelt thisdemandwould
mean simply majority representatioron the governingbody or legislatureof the
region, the right of sucha body to makelawsin the interestof the majority, to levy
taxes, to control the police and militia, jurisdiction over education and public
facilites, etc. On whoseinterestsvould suchrightsencroach?ertainly not thoseof
the disfranchisedand pauperizedwhite minority. Plain it is that only the Bourbon
lynchocratshave causeto fearthis legitimateaim of the Negro peopledemocracyin
the Southand. Let therebe no mistake The TalmadgesRankins,andthe restof their
unspeakabletribe clearly understand the real issuesinvolved. And in that
understandindays the explanationfor their frenziedbeatingof the drums of "race
war," amidst demagoge cries of "Black Domination." Negro selfgovernmentis a
simpledemocraticdemand,in full conformitywith the principlesof majorityrule.

Negroseltgovernmentjn thissenseis conceivablan the frameof our present
federalsystenof governmentClearly, therefore jt canby no meansbe construedas
separationThis demandhasnothing in commonwith the fantasticand reactionary
schemeproposedby the 49th StateMovementwhich plannedto herd Negroesnto a
segregatedrea,setasideespeciallyfor them by the federalgovernmentQuite the
reverse Negro selfgovernmentfor the Black Belt meansrepresentativggovernment
for the Negro in the area where he now residesand is largely concentrated.Its
realizations a prerequisitdor genuinedemocratiaunity.
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Its realizationwould lay the basisfor the abolition of the odious white
supremacycastesystemthuspavingthe wayfor a new democraticrenaissancef the
Negro people surpassinghat of their abortedresurgenceof postCivil War times. It
would make possiblethe unleashingof the full potentialof creativeenergyand self
initiative of a peoplenow smotheredoy Bourbon"race"strictureghatare designedo
hide the underlyingsociaklassssue®f the strugglefor democracyin the South.

Selfgovernmentis thereforean irreducibly minimal demand of the Negro
peopleof the BlackBeltindispensabl¢o their economicand culturaldevelopment.

This demandrepresentshe basicinterestf the impoverishedwvhite minority
of the regionwhosebackwardmessand distressare anchoredin the oppressiorof the
Negromassessincethey can be freed only throughuncompromisingsupportfor the
full rights of the Negro people. Recognitionof the right of selfgovernmentfor the
Black Belt Negroesis, therefore basicto any permanentalliancebetweenthem and
the southernwhiteworkingpeopleagainsthe commonenemy.

That selfgovernmentis a major political goal towardswhich the Negroes'
strugglefor democracyin the Black Beltis headingshouldbe apparentto any keen
studentof southernpolitics. This need, in its elementaryform, is inherentin the
widespreadlemandof Negroesn southernurbancommunitiedor the redistrictingof
political subdivisionsn a mannerto assurehemrepresentatioin local politics.And,
in its primary stagesthe fight for Negro selfgovernmentis implicit in the growing
demandfor representativgovernmentn the region;thatis, in the fight for electoral
reforms,suchasthe right to vote, to hold office, to sit on juriesand for protection
against Ku Klux terrorism and lynching. The necessityfor such Negro self
governmentis made patent by the South'sbicolor caste system,which dictates
permanentnequalityfor the Negro. The needfor it, while not yet clearlyexpressed,
is neverthelesg;natein the objectiveconditionsof Negro life in the Black Belt, and
will undoubtedlybe forcedto the surfacan the surgingwaveof unrestnow engulfing
the coloredpopulationof the Deep South.

Selfgovernmentis a sloganthat epitomeesthe immediatepolitical demandsof
the Negroesin the South. It would give the entire movementaround theseurgent
demandsof Negro equality-demandsbeing acceptedoy everincreasinghumbersof
democracyoving Americans their proper focus and import It would raise the
struggleto a higherlevel, pointing this struggleto its ultimategoalthe achievemenof
fundamental agrarian reform and the full right of selfdetermination.
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4. ANENDTOTHENEGLECDFTHE
PROBLEM3OFTHENEGRONOMAN!

Claudia Jones
1949

AN OUTSTANDING FEATURE of the presentstageof the Negroliberation
movements the growthin the militant participationof Negrowomenin all aspect®f
the strugglefor peace,civil rights,and economicsecurity.Symptomaticof this new
militancy is the fact that Negro women have becomesymbolsof many presenday
strugglesof the Negro people. This growth of militancy among Negro women has
profound meaning,both for the Negro liberation movementand for the emerging
antHascistantimperialistcoalition.

To understandthis militancy correctly, to deepenand extend the role of
Negrowomenin the strugglefor peaceand for all interestof the working classand
the Negro people, meansprimarily to overcomethe grossneglectof the special
problemsof Negro women. This neglecthastoo long permeatedthe ranks of the
labor movemenigenerally of Leftprogressivesnd alsoof the CommunistParty.The
mostseriousassessmeimif theseshortcomingdy progressivegspeciallypy Marxist
Leninists,is vitally necessaryif we are to help acceleratethis developmentand
integrateNegrowomenin the progressivand labor movementandin our own Party.

The bourgeoisidas fearful of the militancy of the Negrowoman,and for good
reason.The capitalistsknow, far better than many progressiveseemto know, that
once Negrowomenundertakeaction,the militancy of the whole Negro people,and
thus of the antdimperialist coalition, is greatly enhanced.Historically, the Negro
womanhasbeenthe guardian,the protecor, of the Negro family. From the daysof
the slavetradersdown to the presentthe Negrowomanhashad the responsibilityof
caring for the needsof the family, of militantly shieldingit from the blows of Jim
Crow insults,of rearingchildrenin an atmasphereof lynch terror, segregationand
police brutality, and of fighting for an educationfor the children. The intensified
oppressionof the Negro people, which has been the hallmark of the postwar
reactionaryoffensive cannotthereforebut lead to an acceleratiorof the militancy of
the Negro woman. As mother, as Negro, and as worker, the Negro woman fights
againstthe wiping out of the Negro family, againstthe JimCrow ghetto existence
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which destroysthe health, morale,and very life of millions of her sistersprothers,
and children.

Viewed in this light, it is not accidentalthat the American bourgeoisiehas
intensifiedits oppressionnot only of the Negro people in general,but of Negro
womenin particular.Nothing so exposegshe drive to fascizabn in the nationasthe
callousattitude which the bourgeoisiedisplaysand cultivatestoward Negro women.
The vauntedboastof the ideologistsof Big Businesthat American women possess
"the greatesequality"in the world is exposedin all its hypocriy whenone seeghat
in many partsof the world, particularlyin the SovietUnion, the New Democracies
and the formerly oppressedland of China, women are attaining new heights of
equality.But aboveall else,Wall Street'dboaststopsat the water'sedgewhereNegro
and workingclasswomen are concerned.Not equality, but degradationand super
exploitation:thisis the actuallot of Negrowomen!

Considerthe hypocrisyof the Truman Administration, which boastsabout
"exporting democracythroughoutthe world" while the state of Georgia keepsa
widowed Negro mother of twelve children under lock and key. Her crime? She
defendedher life and dignityaided by her two sondrom the attacksof a "white
supremacist.Or ponder the mute silencewith which the Departnent of Justicehas
greetedMrs. Amy Mallard, widowed Negro schoolteacher,sinceher husbandwas
lynched in Georgia becausehe had bought a new Cadillac and become,in the
opinion of the "white supremacists,"too uppity.” Contrastthis with the crocodile
tearsshedby the U.S.delegationo the United Nationsfor CardinalMindszentywho
collaboratedwith the enemiesof the Hungarian People'sRepublic and soughtto
hinderthe forwardmarchto fuller democracyby the formerly oppressedvorkersand
peasantsof Hungary. Only recently, PresidentTruman spoke solicitouslyin a
Mother'sDay Proclamatiomabout the manifestatiorof "our love and reverence'for
all mothersof the land. The socalled"love and reverence’for the mothersof the land
by no meansincludesNegro motherswho, like RosalLee Ingram, Amy Mallard, the
wivesand mothersof the Trenton Six, or the other countlessvictims, dare to fight
backagainstynch law and "white supremacyViolence.

ECONOMIGHARDSHIPS

Very much to the contrary, Negro womenas workers, as Negroes,and as
womenarethe mostoppressedtratumof the whole population.

In 1940 two out of everyfive Negrowomen,in contrasto two out of every
eightwhite women,worked for a living. By virtue of their majority statusamongthe

101


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































