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MAX ANGER'S SONG

Come hither, comrades, with your six-packs of ale,
To sneer at our rulers and see how they fail;

On the lives of the rich pile a mountain of grief,
For its cuttin' "em
and guttin' ‘em

that bring us relief!
So fill up a glass, for their ways shall soon pass;

When they're dead we'll remember their stink and their gas!

John Kennedy's brains were red, so they say;
But what's their spilt blood when we're happy and gay?

I'd rather help slaughter the rich while I'm here,
Than be passive, hard-working - and dead half a year!

So comrades, let's kiss,
On their graves we shall piss;

In hell there's no bosses or time-clock like this!

In nights filled with riot and burning and shooting,
This city's been conquered by arson and looting.

Social unrest is sweeping the nation,
There's a pig-roast down at the old police station

So let's give aihand to a mutinous band,
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‘Cause I'm merry while I tarry Attack on the Criminal Courts in LA, May 1 1992
on top of The Man! INSIDE: LA Uprising, British Justice, Ecodefence, Early Trade Unions, Anti-Fascism,

Recession, Drugs, Democracy and,more



GULF WA
T T
CLASS WAR
There ’s a dtfierence betweenfrustration with the law
and direct assaults upon our legal system.
George Bush, 3 May 92.

The Los Angeles riot was the biggest in American
history. There were of course negative aspects. But
fighting between members of the working class
dropped during the riot and has subsequently stayed
low, despite the best efforts of the police. The
rebellion saved lives. Initially, the media were so
floored by the uprisings, they produced a wealth of
evidence that they were examples of class struggle.
Subsequently , they have been trying to make out 1t
was all race.

In a racist society, class struggle often takes an
apparently racial form. For example, if a particular
ethnic group run the grocers’ stores in poor areas,
they are likely to be the first to be attacked. The fact
that some rioters express their hatred of being ripped
off in racial terms should be opposed, but does not
invalidate the basic class nature of the struggle. As
Willie Brown, a prominent Democratic Party
politician in the State Assembly, and no friend of the
class war, put it in the SF Examiner: "For the first
time in American history, many of the
demonstrations, and much of the violence and crime,
especially the looting, was multiracial — blacks,
whites, Hispanics and Asians were all involved. " The
press all expressed horror that black people burnt
down ’their own’ neighborhoods. But the working
class has no neighborhood. These ’communities’ are
always divided up into shopkeepers and proletarians:
two classes with irreconcileable interests. The rioters
expressed that antagonism against all the talk of
neighborhoods and“ communities, and a black lefty
councillor had his office burned down. The old ploy
of 1965, ’Black Owned’ , didn’t work. Capitalist
enterprises of all races were attacked. Unlike the ’65
Watts revolt, the riots spread over a wide area of
LA. More than 5 ,500 buildings were burned. People
shot at police stations. Seventeen government
buildings were destroyed. The Los Angeles Times
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building was attacked and partially looted.

The riot stopped short of a full-scale insurrection.
Shortage of guns was certainly not the problem, and
probably not absence of organization. The police
were easily overwhelmed, and the military did not
appear until the rioting had abated. Gang members
with megaphones tried to tm'n the uprising into a war
against the rich. "We should burn down their
neighbourhoods, not ours. We’re going to take it to
Hollywood and Beverly Hills" - man with
megaphone, London Independent, 3 May. A few
blocks from the mansions of the rich, burnt-out
stores testify to how close the riot came to attacking
the enemy class directly. But such an attack would
have been repelled by police, crack army units, and
the rich themselves. Perhaps the rioters realized that
the time had not yet come. Class organization needs
to develop a lot further before this happens.

"On Sunset Boulevard on Thursday evening, I
watched children with mobile phones coordinate the
movements of their gangs with the arrival of police
and fire trucks, warning looters when police were on
their way". London Guardian, 2 May. The
organization which is normally associated with drugs
was used by the proletariat to its own ends.

After drawing up a formal truce based on the Camp
David agreement, the Crips and the Bloods signed a
deal with the National Korean-American Grocers’
Association to employ and train gang members,
some in management positions. However, not much
has come of this. After the Watts rebellion of 1965,
there was still room for reform. A black bourgeoisie
was created. Now, this is no longer possrble. The
state of California is bankrupt, and the federal
government is not into giving money to the poor. On
the contrary. The August!September welfare checks
will be down on the previous ones. The last
traditional blue collar auto plant in LA shut in
August. Rubber, steel and auto have now all gone.
A program known as "Weed n’ Seed" is What is 011
offer. The Weed part is to get the cops to sell drugs,

and arrest people who buy them, then offer them
immunity in return for informing. This threat is
difficult to resist because of the draconian drug laws,
which include imprisonment for a first offence and
seizure of all our assets. The Seed part is to
introduce "Free Enterprize Zones", wherein there are
no safety or pollution laws, no minimum wage, etc..
These enclaves of Third World exploitation are
already being built. This is what the bourgeoisie has
to offer behind the "rebuild LA" rhetoric.

LAPD 187

"The rebellion was community. It was liberation" -
woman from South Central.

We have done what we can to find out more about
what happened and what has happened since. This is
some of the information we got from our few
contacts in the LA area. The rebellion started among
black people, spread immediately to involve Latinos
in South Central (which is about 42% Latino) and
Pico Union, and then brought in unemployed white
workers from Hollywood in the north to Long Beach
in the south and Venice in the west. East LA was
only spared because of a massive show of force by
the Sherriff‘ s Department. Everybody came out onto
the streets. There was an unprecedented feeling of
togetherness. Liquor stores were looted. Before the
stores were torched,
people got out hoses
to defend their
houses against the
danger of fires
spreading. Old
p e o p 1 e w e r e
evacuated. This was
a family occasion.
Carloads of people
turned up at a
clothing factory, and
men, women and
children loaded up
and drove off. There
was two days of
continuous looting
involving thousands
of people, mostly
black and Latino,
with a few white
people. The police A B B B
were nowhere to be seen - "there were no arrests in
my area". Essential items were redistributed,
otherwise some people would have had nothing. As
far as the beating of truck driver Reginald Denny
goes, some of the people who beat him had just
defended a 15-year old against being beaten by the
police. This of course is not being mentioned in the
media.

Since the rebellion, young men who have spent their

whole lives unable to visit the next street because it
is on another gang’s territory can now do so. "As a
woman, I feel much safer on the streets Welfare
mothers from 4 different areas have come to ether to
fight the welfare cuts. This is a remarkaimle new
development. When these women demonstrate
outside welfare offices, the ruling class knows that
behind them stand over 100,000 insurgents. The
number of participants is definitely into 6 figures.
We know this because there were around 11,000
arrests (5,000 blacks, 5,500 Latinos, 600 whites),
and the vast majority of rioters and looters were able
to get away scot-free. There has been a downturn in
the drive-by gang shootings which plagued the area.
Of those krlled during the uprising, most were not
even participants, they were simply bystanders
murdered by the police. Police assasstnations have
started again. There were much worse incidents
before the Rodney King beating, for example, in
Compton, police killed two sufpects on their knees
in cold blood. The police are esperately trying to
undermine the gang truce. They need the working
class of South Central shooting each other.

There are two theories why the media repeatedly
showed the Rodne King video. One is that the
ruling class as a wliole wanted to provoke a riot in
order to justila; rgpression. A more plausible
explanation is at orces within the ruling class
opposed to Daryl Gates wanted to generate support

for a law which
would enable the
mayor to control the
LAPD Chief. Either
way , they got more
ltéhan they bargained
or.

D e f e n d a n t s
campaigns are in a
tern le state. There
is no coordinated
campaign based on
defending all those
arrested. The
campaigns which do
exist are concerned
with particular
defendants, or

 particular aspects of
g represslon, e.g.
' racism. Liberal

lawyers have refused to defend rioters, and
concentrated on those arrested on peaceful demos.
Anyone in the USA who claims to be a revolutionary
should be involved in trying to defend iengprisoned
insurgents. Failure to do so immensely w ens the
struggle, as we discovered during the miners’ strike
in Britain during 1984/85. Plea bargaining was used
by the state a lot. Those arrested were told they
could either plead guilty and be let free with a felon
conviction, or wait in prison for a trial. Many tooii
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the former option, which means continuous police
harrassment. Others pleaded guilty because this
would result in six months in a county jail, rather
than risk the possibilig of being found guilty and
being exposed to e horrors of a federal
penitentiary.  

The political significance of the LA uprising can
perhaps best be gauged by comparing the riot in San
Francisco, which was the second biggest in the
country. If this riot had happened without any
uprising in LA, it would have been by far the most
important in California since the sixties. But the LA
uprising put it completely in the shade. In SF, on
April 30th, more than a hundred stores were looted
and trashed in the downtown area of Market Street.
Most of the yuppie shops in the fmancial district
were trashed, and the rich scumbag lair of Nob Hill
was invaded and cars smashed up. One of the main
hotels had its windows smashed by a gang of youths
chanting "The rich must die". These actions were
echoed across ithe Bay in Oakland and Berkeley. i

MAYDAY! MAYDAY!

A comrade in the Bay area describes the events : "I
sat up late that night listening to the news reports and
call-m talk shows on the radio. Everyone was
hysterical; ’ Everyone but a few white sirnians
condemned the not-guilty » verdict. But as far as the
rioting was concerned, most peoplel heard, pf all
colors ,’ and mostly working-+class,,, were’  'concerned'
with how to stop the violence, withme», that
destruction and, appropriation of morally
wrong, and that we should pffly for peace. As} the
uprising progressed, however, »I heard! more and
more voices declare that their only regret was that
"we are doing it to ou1'selves.. . we ought to going
into the rich areas! " Throughout the next few days
and continuing the vile American traditioir, issuesof
race and class were conftrsed, ’j.uggled,* n1istaken,r
manipulated, and recuperated .on avast scale. I But
the media and political icircus found it difficult to
paint this rebel ion in racial terms» only; It ‘I was so
clearly multiracial, so definitively a worki11g’-class
insurrection in the inner cities that it really has
eluded attempts at being characterized as purely
racial conflict. Even certain; politicians and media
creeps were caught admitting that this was CLASS
WAR.  I

At 6:45 I arrived at the State Building. There was
a "crowd of maybe, 300. Speakers were ranting‘ about
racism and injustice. Su r denly, from all corners of
the_gatl_rerir_ig, 30 or so very X0598 mostly blackandp
Hispanic youth came charging out of‘ the crowd,
down Fell Street toward the Financial __D_1SlII‘lC[,
shouting and roaring anld smashing windtiw"s.' I
followed them immediate , asdid everyone. It was
happening‘; I now know wliiat is meant by the phrase,
’vanguard of the’ proletariat’. ' I

Odd bits of construction material on the sidewalks
were instantly put to proper use, deposited through
shattered glass into the Government offices lining the
street. I picked up a 2x4 length of wood and
chucked it, screaming "Bum baby bum!". All the
young hooligans at the the forefront of the assault
had zealously given themselves over to the task of
destruction, joy mixed with nervous fear. I was one
of the first whites to join them. I recall making eye
contact and trying to demonstrate my positive
agreement and collusion in their actions. These were
young men in Raiders jackets and basketball hats,
street youth brought up by "Fuck tha’ Police" rap
culture and the worsening urban conditions of the
80s. They looked hurriedly around as they saw us
others not of their crowd or culture join them
enthusiastically... and within minutes all social
barriers seemed to melt away in the attack on our
enemies. Unfortunately, I was soon to be well
acquainted with a treacherous element of law-abiding
idiots who proved to be enemies within.

The march continued. Several blocks later, the pig
scum attempted a diversionary tactic by parking
about twenty men along a wal that the march was
passing. They were hailed with abuse, ‘but it was
here where I first experienced that complacency, that
hesitation that our law-enforced life in this society
conditions in us. We had this line of cops
surrounded. Sure, they were screamed and hissed at,
and occasionally whacked with a stick or stone, but

e how were they able to intimidate us, who completely
outnumbered them, into not kicking the shit out of
them? I  1  i
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Soon we were onf r Market Street, the main drag
through the Financial/Shopping District. Blocking
out path was ea; thin nervous line of blue. They
stopped us -for 10. minutes or so, as we teased and
poked them with e kicks verbal abuse. Our
comrades to tlre; left were invading around them, and
before long we “ were all cutting through and they
were shunted to the; side. were left behind as
the proletarian arm‘? advanced down Commodian
Spectacle Boulev-at whooping and revelling in  e
attack. Two blocks, later Icame upon a jewelry store
which had ialready taken _a i great deal of damage. A
few of us, I and probably almost all blacks, mainly
older, stood there pondering the possibilities.
Occasional shouts of "The cops arecoming! " made
us hesitate, but sit became obvious that we were safe.
The marching crowd seemed to have doubled. in size,
since we “began -' the street and sidewalks were full
ofG people. I saw that the main . window_ on the shop
was g unhinged and only hanging by its top. Picking
up pa corner, I began to carefully pull it out- I
paused» and scanned around at a. distant cry of
"Police!" But itwas. nothing. behind me "a deep,
black voice joyfullyurged, "Pull it down, white boy,
pull it down! " - and I tore the thing onto the
pavement. Crash! All around me people rushed into
the window, scooping up the goodies.
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As I watched the looting a man came up near me and
began taking photographs. I approached him, and
politely suggested that we shouldn’t take pictures
because the police might use them to identify people.
"But they’re looting! ! " he responded incredulously. ..
I was hurt. Here I stood, confronted with the very
real claws of the leftist counter-revolution. I had
given him the benefit of the doubt, hoping against
naive hope that we were were all class-conscious
revolutionaries in action. I tried to get some support
from the looters against this enemy—within, but no
one was listening. My confrontation with this
vigilante cop heated up quickly and it looked like he
was about to throw a punch when some guys came
up from the crowd to break up the fight: "Let’s fight
them, not ourselves! " they implored... "But he’s
taking pictures of looters in order to turn them into
the police!" I insisted. Like an angelic chorus of
choir-boys, these ’alternative’ looking students, or
whoever they were, all aimounced in harmony,
"THAT'S OK, WE’RE AGAINST LOOTING
HERE! " speaking for the mob as if they were its
appointed moral guardians. You can imagine the
demoralizing blow such an encounter could wield.
I was alone in the crowd. The looters, my only
hope for support, were apparently not concerned for
such "political" matters, just wanting to get out with
their jewelry ,
scoopings as fast as E
they could. I was
ltilelplecgsth Enraged, I

i e pe -cops
a i-ii?CK YOlfJ\ysalute
and struck off for
more successful
endeavors.

The march had left
Market Street, and
headed north toward
Nob Hill and some
other shopping areas.
Half a block up an
undercover police car
was mired inside the
crowd, nonchalantly communicating on his radio. I
jumped into action. ’Hey! It’s a pig! Let’s get him! ’
I entreatied to the protesters, on whose skin every
color in San Francisco seemed represented. Nobody
listened. Everyone appeared to ignore me. I looked
from face to face, searching frantically for signs of
solidarity. Nothing. The cop was making his way
to the rear of the crowd. I gave up on seeking
support, started kicking at the back of the car out of
desperation. It is not everyday that such
opportunities avail themselves. But again, nonviolent
moral sentiment in the crowd reared its stupid head.
"We don’t want any of that around here, " yelled a
big black woman, surrounded by supporters. "Well,
I do!" I retorted. "No, you get out of here -this is
our day. " Her stern g are spoke of deeply held
beliefs. So did mine. "That’s a racist comment! "
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And she completed the discussion’s degeneration:
"No, you’re a racist!“ No one else in her group, 3
or 4 black men, said a word. As in LA, black
churches throughout the SF Bay Area attempted to
gather people together into a strictly pacified,
grovelling, doggie position. As in LA and
elsewhere, they had little success...

The next day there were the mass arrests of about
650 people who were coming to the announced
demonstration at 24th and Mission streets... I was
amon them. We were held for 36 hours and it
woultfive been longer if it weren’t for the political
rivalry between the liberal city council (who called
off the state of emergency - the first since the 1906
earthquake) and the law-and—order mayor , Frank
Jordan. The police chief, Richard Hongisto, had also
been a mayoral candidate, on the ultra-liberal ticket.
One of his first (and last, it was to emerge) acts was
the May lst counter-revolution. It was quite amusing
to hear the complaints of the liberal--activist crowd in
jail: ’I voted for Hongisto!’ There was much talk
among the prisoners of the prospects for revolution.
Most were totally supportive of rioting and looting. "

In San Jose, students looted and attacked police
cruisers with rocks and bottles. Police were shot at

sea. by youths rioting in
Tampa, Florida, and
in Las Vegas rioters
burned a state parole
and probation office
and shot at police,
who just managed to
save the casino area
from the anger of the
mob. Armed
confrontations
between police and
local people
continued for the
next 18 days. In

lSeattle, a burning
vehicle was pushed
into police , the

interstate highway was closed for 2 hours, and there
was loads of looting, smashing and burning. Similar
events occured in Atlanta, where tear gas failed to
stop the rioters. There were smaller riots in
numerous locations across the nation. At a march in
New Brunswick of 1,000 people on 1 May a truck
driver plowed through a crowd, but quickliy retreated
as a large angry crowd quickly rnateria ized. It is
possible that the attack on the truck driver in LA was
sparked off by a similar provocation.

Until the uprising, under the law in California the
state had to arraign suspects within 72 hours of arrest
or let them go. The California State Assembly voted
unanimously to "temporarily" extend the arraignment
period. The bill was flown on a National Guard
airplane to be signed by State Supreme Court Justicc
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creeps were caught admitting that this was CLASS
WAR.  I

At 6:45 I arrived at the State Building. There was
a "crowd of maybe, 300. Speakers were ranting‘ about
racism and injustice. Su r denly, from all corners of
the_gatl_rerir_ig, 30 or so very X0598 mostly blackandp
Hispanic youth came charging out of‘ the crowd,
down Fell Street toward the Financial __D_1SlII‘lC[,
shouting and roaring anld smashing windtiw"s.' I
followed them immediate , asdid everyone. It was
happening‘; I now know wliiat is meant by the phrase,
’vanguard of the’ proletariat’. ' I

Odd bits of construction material on the sidewalks
were instantly put to proper use, deposited through
shattered glass into the Government offices lining the
street. I picked up a 2x4 length of wood and
chucked it, screaming "Bum baby bum!". All the
young hooligans at the the forefront of the assault
had zealously given themselves over to the task of
destruction, joy mixed with nervous fear. I was one
of the first whites to join them. I recall making eye
contact and trying to demonstrate my positive
agreement and collusion in their actions. These were
young men in Raiders jackets and basketball hats,
street youth brought up by "Fuck tha’ Police" rap
culture and the worsening urban conditions of the
80s. They looked hurriedly around as they saw us
others not of their crowd or culture join them
enthusiastically... and within minutes all social
barriers seemed to melt away in the attack on our
enemies. Unfortunately, I was soon to be well
acquainted with a treacherous element of law-abiding
idiots who proved to be enemies within.

The march continued. Several blocks later, the pig
scum attempted a diversionary tactic by parking
about twenty men along a wal that the march was
passing. They were hailed with abuse, ‘but it was
here where I first experienced that complacency, that
hesitation that our law-enforced life in this society
conditions in us. We had this line of cops
surrounded. Sure, they were screamed and hissed at,
and occasionally whacked with a stick or stone, but

e how were they able to intimidate us, who completely
outnumbered them, into not kicking the shit out of
them? I  1  i
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Soon we were onf r Market Street, the main drag
through the Financial/Shopping District. Blocking
out path was ea; thin nervous line of blue. They
stopped us -for 10. minutes or so, as we teased and
poked them with e kicks verbal abuse. Our
comrades to tlre; left were invading around them, and
before long we “ were all cutting through and they
were shunted to the; side. were left behind as
the proletarian arm‘? advanced down Commodian
Spectacle Boulev-at whooping and revelling in  e
attack. Two blocks, later Icame upon a jewelry store
which had ialready taken _a i great deal of damage. A
few of us, I and probably almost all blacks, mainly
older, stood there pondering the possibilities.
Occasional shouts of "The cops arecoming! " made
us hesitate, but sit became obvious that we were safe.
The marching crowd seemed to have doubled. in size,
since we “began -' the street and sidewalks were full
ofG people. I saw that the main . window_ on the shop
was g unhinged and only hanging by its top. Picking
up pa corner, I began to carefully pull it out- I
paused» and scanned around at a. distant cry of
"Police!" But itwas. nothing. behind me "a deep,
black voice joyfullyurged, "Pull it down, white boy,
pull it down! " - and I tore the thing onto the
pavement. Crash! All around me people rushed into
the window, scooping up the goodies.

. ‘I. .1

As I watched the looting a man came up near me and
began taking photographs. I approached him, and
politely suggested that we shouldn’t take pictures
because the police might use them to identify people.
"But they’re looting! ! " he responded incredulously. ..
I was hurt. Here I stood, confronted with the very
real claws of the leftist counter-revolution. I had
given him the benefit of the doubt, hoping against
naive hope that we were were all class-conscious
revolutionaries in action. I tried to get some support
from the looters against this enemy—within, but no
one was listening. My confrontation with this
vigilante cop heated up quickly and it looked like he
was about to throw a punch when some guys came
up from the crowd to break up the fight: "Let’s fight
them, not ourselves! " they implored... "But he’s
taking pictures of looters in order to turn them into
the police!" I insisted. Like an angelic chorus of
choir-boys, these ’alternative’ looking students, or
whoever they were, all aimounced in harmony,
"THAT'S OK, WE’RE AGAINST LOOTING
HERE! " speaking for the mob as if they were its
appointed moral guardians. You can imagine the
demoralizing blow such an encounter could wield.
I was alone in the crowd. The looters, my only
hope for support, were apparently not concerned for
such "political" matters, just wanting to get out with
their jewelry ,
scoopings as fast as E
they could. I was
ltilelplecgsth Enraged, I

i e pe -cops
a i-ii?CK YOlfJ\ysalute
and struck off for
more successful
endeavors.

The march had left
Market Street, and
headed north toward
Nob Hill and some
other shopping areas.
Half a block up an
undercover police car
was mired inside the
crowd, nonchalantly communicating on his radio. I
jumped into action. ’Hey! It’s a pig! Let’s get him! ’
I entreatied to the protesters, on whose skin every
color in San Francisco seemed represented. Nobody
listened. Everyone appeared to ignore me. I looked
from face to face, searching frantically for signs of
solidarity. Nothing. The cop was making his way
to the rear of the crowd. I gave up on seeking
support, started kicking at the back of the car out of
desperation. It is not everyday that such
opportunities avail themselves. But again, nonviolent
moral sentiment in the crowd reared its stupid head.
"We don’t want any of that around here, " yelled a
big black woman, surrounded by supporters. "Well,
I do!" I retorted. "No, you get out of here -this is
our day. " Her stern g are spoke of deeply held
beliefs. So did mine. "That’s a racist comment! "
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And she completed the discussion’s degeneration:
"No, you’re a racist!“ No one else in her group, 3
or 4 black men, said a word. As in LA, black
churches throughout the SF Bay Area attempted to
gather people together into a strictly pacified,
grovelling, doggie position. As in LA and
elsewhere, they had little success...

The next day there were the mass arrests of about
650 people who were coming to the announced
demonstration at 24th and Mission streets... I was
amon them. We were held for 36 hours and it
woultfive been longer if it weren’t for the political
rivalry between the liberal city council (who called
off the state of emergency - the first since the 1906
earthquake) and the law-and—order mayor , Frank
Jordan. The police chief, Richard Hongisto, had also
been a mayoral candidate, on the ultra-liberal ticket.
One of his first (and last, it was to emerge) acts was
the May lst counter-revolution. It was quite amusing
to hear the complaints of the liberal--activist crowd in
jail: ’I voted for Hongisto!’ There was much talk
among the prisoners of the prospects for revolution.
Most were totally supportive of rioting and looting. "

In San Jose, students looted and attacked police
cruisers with rocks and bottles. Police were shot at

sea. by youths rioting in
Tampa, Florida, and
in Las Vegas rioters
burned a state parole
and probation office
and shot at police,
who just managed to
save the casino area
from the anger of the
mob. Armed
confrontations
between police and
local people
continued for the
next 18 days. In

lSeattle, a burning
vehicle was pushed
into police , the

interstate highway was closed for 2 hours, and there
was loads of looting, smashing and burning. Similar
events occured in Atlanta, where tear gas failed to
stop the rioters. There were smaller riots in
numerous locations across the nation. At a march in
New Brunswick of 1,000 people on 1 May a truck
driver plowed through a crowd, but quickliy retreated
as a large angry crowd quickly rnateria ized. It is
possible that the attack on the truck driver in LA was
sparked off by a similar provocation.

Until the uprising, under the law in California the
state had to arraign suspects within 72 hours of arrest
or let them go. The California State Assembly voted
unanimously to "temporarily" extend the arraignment
period. The bill was flown on a National Guard
airplane to be signed by State Supreme Court Justicc
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Malcolm Lucas. This is the epitome of democracy in
action. In a democracy, the ruling class and their
hired orchestras of lackeys brag that the difference
between a democracy and a more open form of
despotism is that under democracy there are rules
that limit the degree to which our rulers can screw
us. But when the rules don’t work, they show how
meaningless they are by changing them.
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THE FIRE LAST TIME

The first major uprising of the l960’s was the Watts
riot in LA in 1965. Hundreds of buildings were
burned down by angry black proletarians. It was not
simply a question of race, as the Situationist
International wrote in December 1965 :

"This was not a racial conflict: the rioters left alone
the whites that were in their path, attacking only the
white policemen; conversely, black solidarity did not
extend to black store-owners or even to black car-
drivers. Even Martin Luther Kin had to admit in
Paris last October that the riots tfid not fall within
the limits of his speciality: ‘They were not race
riots,’ he said, ’they were class riots."'

Another major uprising occurred in Detroit in 1967,
and in 1968, as the Vietnam-centred crisis of US
capitalism reached its climax, the assassination of
Martin Luther King became the pretext for a massive
wave of riots across the country (he was no longer
around to stop them). Tanks had to be used to quell
the uprisings. Twenty years later, the proletariat in
the USA had been crushed by the Reagan years of
immiseration, bans on strikes, racism and
atomization. The Vietnam syndrome had apparently
been overcome.

That has now changed for the time being. The phrase
"class war" was widely used by the insurgents. This
was a momentous reassertion of class against the US
bourgeoisie’se attempt to bu class awareness under
the myth that the market anld, democracy are the end
of history. However, it will take more than a few
riots to overcome the massive defeat the working
class in the US has suffered since the sixties.

 “" --—j

BRITISH JUSTICE
ON THE RUN
"This is one of the dirtiest, evilist, corrupted,
perverted systems in the world. " Paddy Hill of the
Birmingham 6.

The release of the Guildford 4 in 1990 began a series
of spectacular successful appeals against false
convictions obtained by police threats, torture, and
fabricated evidence. The Maguire 7 and the
Birmingham 6 acquittals followed. Then the
Tottenham 3 were released, followed by Stefan
Kiszko, who was wrongfully imprisoned for 16 years
for the sexual assault and murder of a school girl,
after police had forced him to sign a confession.
Needless to say, he was brutally mistreated by other
prisoners. The growing embarrassment of the legal
establishment came too late for Derek Bentley,
hanged in 1953 for allegedly telling his comrade
Chris Craig to shoot a cop, after police had faked a
confession. Craig was too young to hang, so they
hanged Bentley, aged 19, instead. Now he is likely
to get the rare and coveted prize of a posthumous
pardon from the Queen. The West Midlands Serious
Crimes Squad was disbanded after an avalanche of
appeals against its convictions.

Millions of working class people know that the
police are persistent liars, but never before has it
been so openly acknowledged. The state’ s need for
reform was well summed up by Judge Vemey in
April. Sentencing a South London policeman to 30
months in jail for stamping on a man’s head and
shouting "You black bastard, this will teach you to
mess about with the police", Vemey perceptively
noted that "nothing could be more calculated to
ensure disrespect". The exposures of police
frame-ups have undermined faith in the system.
Juries have in the last two years swung from
convicting people on the grounds that they are Irish
to letting free open IRA supporters like Dessie Ellis.
The state would prefer it if the people who actually
committed crimes like the Birmingham pub bombings
were in jail. The reason for this is that expostue of
the infamies of the the criminal justice system could
lead to a major attack on it during the next upsurge
of class struggle in Britain. But creating a fairer
criminal justice system is not easy. The Appeal
Court initially tried to avoid acquitting the Irish
victims altogether, then freed some of them on
teclmical grounds, avoiding any criticism of the
police or other judges. Finally, quashing Judith
Ward’s conviction after 18 years of imprisonment for
planting bombs, the Appeal judges admitted that
scientists, police, prosecution lawyers including the
new Lord Chief Justice Peter Taylor, and a police
doctor, were all involved in inventing and
suppressing evidence during her trial.

The Royal Commission, set up to repair the system

after the Birmingham 6 acquittals, will have to try to
change the esprit dc corps of the police. Royal
Commissions are not whitewashes, they are attempts
to reform some aspect of the state which is in serious
trouble. But attempts to professionalize the police
will only meet with resistance, even during periods
of relative class peace. During upturns, when they
are under attack, the police tend to move to the
right, self-righteously defending their difficult job
against the reforms of thei
establishment and the bricks
of the proletariat, and?
refusing to change their
operating methods. When,
after the LA riots, the
government decided it was
not going to issue the
British police with
American-style long batons
after all, the police were
outraged.

Improvements in conditions
for prisoners do not
necessarily dampen the
struggle, as was shown by
the riots at Moorland prison S. .v
in Yorkshire in August “m auey
1991 and January 1992. New facilities, including
computers and e well-equipped recreation room,
were wrecked by the ungrateful miscreants.

In a word, the British state is in trouble. Our attitude
is not to demand Justice, as liberal campaigns do.
Justice would mean that the people who really did
kill PC Blakelock defending Broadwater Farm
against the police in 1985 would be in prison, not
just that those who were fitted up for it were let free.

JUDGE NOT THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED

Whatever the trials and tribulations of Justice in
Britain and the USA, it is still extending its power
over the rest of the world. The New World Order
has instituted a rapid expansion of the rule of law in
time and space. The concept of retrospective
legislation ~ putting someone on trial for something
which was not illegal when the deed was done - was
established through a campaign against so-called
Nazi war criminals. Following unification, ex--East
German border guards were tried for shooting people
trying to escape - acts which were perfectly legal
under East German law. The USA extended the rule
of law by kidnapping General Noriega from Panama
and extraditing Columbian alleged drug dealers,
charged with breaking US law without setting foot in
its territory. The Supreme Court decided that the US
Constitution extended to all the world’s inhabitants.
This is no abstract legal fiction. As we write, the
United Nations is trying to bring two Libyans before
either British or American courts. They can choose
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to be tried in Birmingham, UK, or Simi Valley,
USA. The imposition of Justice includes punishing
countries’ working class populations for their rulers
breaking intemational law, as happened in Iraq
during the Gulf War.

In LA, the state obviously made a tactical mistake in
setting up the acquittal of the LAPD by moving the
trial to a fascist suburb. To demand Justice rs to

............................demand that it doesn’t
make such mistakes, to
demand that_ it _is more
effective. Justice 1s not just
a justification for the rule
of property invented by the
ruling class, it is a deeply
internalized conception held
especially dear by the
people who have least
interest in it, the oppressed.
The immediate cause of the
April uprisings was the
failure of a bourgeois court
to find four policemen
guilty of beating up Rodney
§King. Another was the
non-custodial sentence
given to a shopkeeper who

had shot dead an alleged shoplifter, Latasha Harlins.
The gay ’White Night’ riot in San Francisco in 1978
was based on a demand for someone to get a longer
prison sentence for shooting the mayor. However we
must argue that there will no more be Justice in
communist society than there will be a fair day’s pay
for a fair day ’s work.

Revolutionaries utilize blatant examples of injustice
to attack the state, to spread distrust of the police
and hatred of the prison system, to add to the
possibility of widespread working class conflict with
its oppressors when the class struggle picks up, by
helping to undermine attitudes which accept the rule
of law. But in doing this, we can’t simply point to
injustice, we have to undermine the idea of Justice
as well. As a dramatic illustration of why we are
against Justice, consider the following demand from
Women Agains: Violence Against Women in London:
LIFE IMPRISONMENT NOW! (for someone who
allegedly killed his wife). They urge supporters to
write to the Home Secretary, "demanding that the
government enforces its own law, and inform him
of how disgusted you are that his party having been
elected three times on the LAW AND ORDER
platform is today setting murderers free,
unpunished" .

On a more serious note, this quote from Pashukanis’
Law and Marxism succintly summarizes why Justice
is inseparable from the exchange economy:

"Deprivation of freedom, for a period stipulated in
the court sentence, is the specific form in which
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breaking intemational law, as happened in Iraq
during the Gulf War.

In LA, the state obviously made a tactical mistake in
setting up the acquittal of the LAPD by moving the
trial to a fascist suburb. To demand Justice rs to

............................demand that it doesn’t
make such mistakes, to
demand that_ it _is more
effective. Justice 1s not just
a justification for the rule
of property invented by the
ruling class, it is a deeply
internalized conception held
especially dear by the
people who have least
interest in it, the oppressed.
The immediate cause of the
April uprisings was the
failure of a bourgeois court
to find four policemen
guilty of beating up Rodney
§King. Another was the
non-custodial sentence
given to a shopkeeper who

had shot dead an alleged shoplifter, Latasha Harlins.
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was based on a demand for someone to get a longer
prison sentence for shooting the mayor. However we
must argue that there will no more be Justice in
communist society than there will be a fair day’s pay
for a fair day ’s work.

Revolutionaries utilize blatant examples of injustice
to attack the state, to spread distrust of the police
and hatred of the prison system, to add to the
possibility of widespread working class conflict with
its oppressors when the class struggle picks up, by
helping to undermine attitudes which accept the rule
of law. But in doing this, we can’t simply point to
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as well. As a dramatic illustration of why we are
against Justice, consider the following demand from
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LIFE IMPRISONMENT NOW! (for someone who
allegedly killed his wife). They urge supporters to
write to the Home Secretary, "demanding that the
government enforces its own law, and inform him
of how disgusted you are that his party having been
elected three times on the LAW AND ORDER
platform is today setting murderers free,
unpunished" .

On a more serious note, this quote from Pashukanis’
Law and Marxism succintly summarizes why Justice
is inseparable from the exchange economy:

"Deprivation of freedom, for a period stipulated in
the court sentence, is the specific form in which
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modem, that is to say bourgeois-capitalist, criminal
law embodies the principle of recompense. This form
is unconsciously yet deeply linked with the
conception of man in the abstract, and abstract
human labour measurable in time... For it to be
possible for the idea to emerge that one could make
recompense for an offense with a piece of abstract
freedom determined in advance, it was necessary for
all concrete forms of social wealth to be reduced to
the most abstract and simple form, to human labour
measured in time... Industrial capitalism, the
declaration of human rights, the political economy
of Ricardo, the system of imprisonment for a
stipulated term are phenomena peculiar to one and
the same historical epoch", cited in Molossi D and
Pavarini M, The Prison and the Factory, MacMillan,
1981.  

We could add that exchange is another, even deeper
precondition, without which the idea of Justice could
not exist. The idea of deprivation of freedom for a
given time-slot as recompense, or payment, for a
particular crime is evident in the frequent reports of
victims arguing for longer sentences for criminals,
and their outrage at their assailants getting " less than
they deserve". To be able to make this calculation,
you must have in mind that a particular crime
deserves a particular quantity of punishment. Calling
for a particular sentence rather than any other, more
or. less extreme, implies labour time and exchange,
which did not arise spontaneously. Justice is not a
product of human interaction, it is the expression of
class domination, in other words, the State.
Undermining Justice is primarily a matter of
undermining state authority.

SUPPORTING PRISONERS — WHO, HOW AND
WHY

Communists are very few and far between, and
inevitably have priorities. We argue that, especially
when the criminal justice system is in open crisis,
support for its intended victims is a key issue. This
is for strategic, not humanitarian reasons.
Demonstrations against prison, contact with
prisoners, publicity around wrongful convictions
etc., can achieve far more than other kinds of
militant activity.

The ’Who’ is more difficult than the ’Why’. Given
practical limitations, we should argue for specific
support for particular prisoners, as well as general
su ort for the stru le of all risoners a ainstPP ' 28 P_ 2 -
prrson. The ’How’ includes offering to put up
relatives when they need to stay overnight for prison
visits. Moral support includes writing letters to
prisoners. This is not a token gesture - it is crucial
to help overcome isolation. Poll tax prisoners were
greatly encouraged by the hundreds of letters they
received. The demonstrations outside prisons in
support of the prisoners had the same effect. The
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screws took measures to try to prevent prisoners
hearing the demonstrators shoutrng and singing.
Isolation is crucial to make prison work.

Support for prisoners is such a central part of the
class struggle that there is a tendency not to criticize
prisoners at all. The non—angelic character of some
prisoners has tended to be swept under the carpet.
During the trial of the scapegoats for the
Strangeways prison uprising of 1990, supporters
rightly kept quiet about some of the crimes they may
have committed. It is an uphill struggle explaining
why we should support people who have committed
anti—working class crimes who subsequently rebel
against their imprisonment. But it can’t be avoided.
At one of the pickets outside Wandsworth prison,
when the poll tax prisoners’ campaign put forward
the programmatic demand "Bum it down, burn it
down, burn it to the fucking ground", a passer-by
pointed out "there are child murderers in there In
the USA, this argument has even more weight. An
easy answer to these public fears is to say that all the
anti-social elements would be wiped out if we ever
got the chance. This is wrong for two reasons.

Firstly, it implicitly supports brutality against alleged
sex-offenders by other prisoners. The prisoner who
got killed during the Strangeways uprising was an
alleged sex-offender. This is outrageous, considering
that there must be htmdreds of people in prison
framed up by the police. Prisoners should know this
better than anyone, yet they often turn their
frustration against an underclass created by the
prison system. We should make no excuses for this
state-organized diversion. Attacks on Rule 43
prisoners, who are segregated for protection, are
against the class struggle (with obvious exceptions,
e.g. imprisoned policemen). Secondly, even if we
agree that the worst perpetrators of anti-working
class violence would have to be eliminated in a
post-civilized society, what about those who are
reformable, but not yet to be trusted? Anarchists
oppose incarceration of any kind on principle. Their
on y altematives are let them go free, or shoot them.
This is ridiculously simplistic. r

Albert Dryden is a clear example of a class war
prisoner. A worker made redundant from the
steelworks at Consett, NE England, when it was
closed down by Thatcher, he kept himself busy by
building a bungalow. The local council wanted to
demolish it because of some legal technicality that
Albert had overlooked. Adding insult to injury, they
brought along camera crews to televize the
confrontation. Albert felt that they were going to
make him look a fool in front of millions. So he did
the only thing he could under the circumstances:
defended himself and his house against the forces of
the state and media with a gun. He managed to kill
the council planning officer in charge of the
demolition attempt and wounded a policeman and a
BBC reporter in the process of uying to blow away
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the council solicitor. Now he is doing a life sentence
in Durham jail. Write to him expressing your
support. A demonstration for him in Newcastle was
banned, but he has many friends and supporters in
Co. Durham.

away, leaving the council plan-
ning officer dead in a ditch.

Nick Mullen was illegally extradited from
Zimbabwe. Framed up for supposedly allowing the
IRA to use his flat, he is a straightforward political
prisoner, hated by the police for his radical politics.
Winston Silcott was one of the three acquitted for the
Broadwater Farm cop-chop. He wasn’t released
because he was already doing life imprisonment for
another "murder There are many dodgy aspects to
this case as well. Basically Winston was defending
himself against assailants armed with knives. Kenny
Carter was framed for murdering another prisoner,
who in fact committed suicide, i.e. was murdered by
the prison system. Martin Foran, framed up by the
West Midlands pigs, has been recaptured and is
being denied urgent medical treatment. Prisoners are
frequently moved, so for the latest informatron on
the whereabouts of these prisoners and numerous
others, write to London ABC, c/o 121 Bookshop,
Railton Rd, London SE24.

Another good example of prisoners who have to be
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supported is those charged with the notorious attack
on Reginald Denny during the LA riot. The defence
say that he had taunted the black men involved, by
shouting out that the Rodney King police were not
guilty. Obviously, we don’t know whether this is
true or not. But we have to support Damian Williams
and the other three defendants, because a successful
prosecution, regardless of their actual guilt or
otherwise, would effectively tar all the insurgents
with the brush of racist brutality: a rather
hypocritical stance for the American Justice system.
The riot would be remembered, not as a massive
reassertion of class and community , but as a series of
racist attacks. All the other insurgents should be
supported, regardless of what they are charged with.
None of them could get a fair trial, and even if they
could, we would still take a clear litre of
unconditional support for all hostages taken by the
state during the May Days.

A list of other American class war prisoners can be
obtained from the Peoples Law Office at 343 S.
Dearborn, Suite 1607 , Chicago, IL 60604, or the
Fall 1991 issue of Social Justice, obtainable from PO
Box 40601, San Francisco, CA 94140. Information
about imprisoned war resisters from the Gulf War
can be found in The Anti-Warrior, 48 Shattuck Sq,
Box 129, Berkeley, CA 94704.

We do not believe in supporting only those prisoners
who pass a test of political correctness. We believe
in supporting virtually all prisoners in their struggle
against the system. But it is practical to concentrate
on those who are particularly politically pugilistic.
Irish Republicanism is a product, and to a lesser
extent, a cause, of Anglo-Irish working class
division. It is not opposed primarily by denunciation,
nor even by analysis, but by undermining the
divisions in the class which reinforce it. This does
not mean abstractly arguing for unity between
prisoners, and then doing nothing to support
particular examples. Supporting our class comrades
rn Northern Ire and means supporting demands for
their imprisoned sons and daughters to be released,
or at least to be moved to prisons nearer their
families, supporting campaigns against sexual
harrassment in Mughaberry women’s prison, etc.. It
is impractical and dangerous to attempt to divide
Irish people in prison for political offences. Where
exactly would you draw the line? Even the most
celebrated innocent prisoners, the Birmingham 6,
were sympathetic to republicanism. Others became
more interested in Irish nationalism whilst inside.
Given the racist divisions in prison, this is hardly
surprising. Our aim is to overcome these divisions.
In Britain at present, this includes supporting all
Irish political prisoners as prisoners, regardless of
their guilt or innocence. In other Western countries,
analogous arguments apply, though not in a
mechanical way. With all allowances made for local
conditions, involvement in prisoner support work is
a priority for revolutionaries today.
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modem, that is to say bourgeois-capitalist, criminal
law embodies the principle of recompense. This form
is unconsciously yet deeply linked with the
conception of man in the abstract, and abstract
human labour measurable in time... For it to be
possible for the idea to emerge that one could make
recompense for an offense with a piece of abstract
freedom determined in advance, it was necessary for
all concrete forms of social wealth to be reduced to
the most abstract and simple form, to human labour
measured in time... Industrial capitalism, the
declaration of human rights, the political economy
of Ricardo, the system of imprisonment for a
stipulated term are phenomena peculiar to one and
the same historical epoch", cited in Molossi D and
Pavarini M, The Prison and the Factory, MacMillan,
1981.  

We could add that exchange is another, even deeper
precondition, without which the idea of Justice could
not exist. The idea of deprivation of freedom for a
given time-slot as recompense, or payment, for a
particular crime is evident in the frequent reports of
victims arguing for longer sentences for criminals,
and their outrage at their assailants getting " less than
they deserve". To be able to make this calculation,
you must have in mind that a particular crime
deserves a particular quantity of punishment. Calling
for a particular sentence rather than any other, more
or. less extreme, implies labour time and exchange,
which did not arise spontaneously. Justice is not a
product of human interaction, it is the expression of
class domination, in other words, the State.
Undermining Justice is primarily a matter of
undermining state authority.

SUPPORTING PRISONERS — WHO, HOW AND
WHY

Communists are very few and far between, and
inevitably have priorities. We argue that, especially
when the criminal justice system is in open crisis,
support for its intended victims is a key issue. This
is for strategic, not humanitarian reasons.
Demonstrations against prison, contact with
prisoners, publicity around wrongful convictions
etc., can achieve far more than other kinds of
militant activity.

The ’Who’ is more difficult than the ’Why’. Given
practical limitations, we should argue for specific
support for particular prisoners, as well as general
su ort for the stru le of all risoners a ainstPP ' 28 P_ 2 -
prrson. The ’How’ includes offering to put up
relatives when they need to stay overnight for prison
visits. Moral support includes writing letters to
prisoners. This is not a token gesture - it is crucial
to help overcome isolation. Poll tax prisoners were
greatly encouraged by the hundreds of letters they
received. The demonstrations outside prisons in
support of the prisoners had the same effect. The
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EARTH FIRST!
WHICH PLANET
ARE THEY ON?

" In 1987 the Tagaeri [native inhabitants of Equador]
attacked a group of oil exploration workers who
were laying seismic lines which cut through the
Tagaeri gardens. The oil companies enlisted the help
of the Catholic Bishopin missionizing and "taming"
the Tagaeri. The bishop and a nun flew into the area
bearing gifts and were found a week later with 17
spears embedded in their bodies, ceremoniously
killed." Earth First! November 1991.

Direct action to defend the planet against its
destruction by industrial civilization is assuming
more and more radical forms. The methods of the
no-compromise environmental movement Earth First!
have spread from America to Europe, Australia and
the forests of Borneo and the Amazon.

10 DAYS THAT DlDN’T SAVE THE EARTH

At the politicians’ Earth Summit in Rio, over 200
top scientists issued a statement attacking Green
extremism, stating that toxic chemicals and
radioactivity are inescapable facts of modern life.
"We are worried, at the dawn of the 21st century, by
the emergence of an irrational ideology which is
opposed to scientific and industrial progress and
impedes economic and social development. " -
Independent, 1 June 92. We are pleased to hear they
are worried, and resolve to do our bit to contribute
to the emergence of the movement they oppose.

The needs of the working class include the
requirement for a planet to live on.
Monkeywrenching - the sabotage of machinery
involved in building motorways, cutting down
forests, extracting peat, etc. - directly attacks
capitalism, whatever the views of the saboteurs.
Earth First! itself has broken with
some of the more conservative
views of its founders and made
some attempt to link up with the
hidden history of working-class
sabotage from the Luddites to the
Wobblies. Earth First! supported
the LA riots. However, the journal
is still mainly inspired by "deep
ecology ".

@9°.)nuThe first major problem with d. . eel’ oar ‘fisecology rs that rt perpetuates the 1,’ in M ‘ st Q‘
I D; Q“division between human beings and

the rest of nature. This split was
unthinkable to pre-Columbian
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Americans, who lived in harmony with their
surroundings. That division lies at the root of all
19th century progressive capitalist ideologies, the
most coherent of which is Marxism. Whereas
Progress teaches us that we must conquer nature,
deep ecology, recognizing that this has been a
disaster, wants things to be the other way round. "If
a war of the races should occur between the wild
beast and Lord Man, I would be tempted to
sympathise with the bears" writes John Muir. Some
deep ecologists go so far as to argue that a certain
amount of "die-off" is inevitable, welcoming the
AIDS epidemic as nature’s way of curbing the
destruction which inevitably results from human
population growth. They support the capitalist myth
that the world is over-populated, blaming the victims
for their predicament. The world could easily
support more than its current population if the waste
of capitalism were eliminated.  

Secondly, the idea that it is "our" greed that is
destroying the planet accepts the humanist premise
that all people share common interests. "We humans
are collectively killing this planet", as one of the
Arizona defendants put it recently. But this society is
not a collective entity, but rather a vast labour-camp.
Starvation is not caused by human beings running out
of food sources, but by the production of crops for
the world market. In 14th. century England, they
used to say " sheep eat men In 20t_h. century Brazil
and Ethiopia, its coffee and sugar. Lacking a class
analysis, to put it mildly, deep ecologists fail to
grasp that it is a tiny minority of human beings, who
at the risk of sotmding old-fashioned we call
CAPITALISTS, who are responsible for the
destruction of nature, including millions of human
beings. The planet isn’t dying, rt’s being murdered,
and the murderers have names and addresses.

One of us went to the first gathering of Earth First!
in Britain. Just before this conference, an anonymous
group destroyed hundreds of thousands of pounds’
worth of machinery belonging to Fisons on the
Yorkshire moors, to delay the company’s disastrous
peat-extraction programme. Not surprisingly , Friends
ofthe Earth denounced the action as harmful to their

attempts to persuade Fisons to be
nrce to the envrronment.

What is more surprising is that
A within Earth First! itself there are
0' people arguing that the group

should condemn sabotage. At the
other extreme, it tolerates people
who are prepared to talk to the
press in the following terms:
"Bombs have been used in the
United States and Euro and we’reP9
bound to see desperate acts here"
(The Independent on Sunday, 19
April). This was actually said: the
press was not lying for a change.
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Nothing could be further from the truth. Earth First!
is overwhelmingly composed of middle—class
pacifists. Whereas the American group had a
wholesome redneck image, its British offshoot has
much in common with middle-class environmental
and peace movements. Earth First! is the Green
Party with wirecutters. The press distortion which
most riled Earth First! was the claim that it is an
"offshoot" of the US group. "We want our own
[British] identity" they whined. I tried hard to
overcome my initial revulsion towards people talking
about workshops and women-only spaces , allowing
their children to disrupt the meeting and wearing
dungarees. But the fight for the Earth is too
important to allow petty prejudices to get in the way.

Their attitude to organization makes anarchists look
like disciplinarians. Instead of the organizers making
it clear who is in charge, reading out the rules, and
setting the agenda, as happens at the meetings we
organize, the gathering wasted hours I deciding
whether to have workshops or just one big meeting.
Eventually , workshops prevailed. At the end of a
"workshop" , you have a "report-back" , in which the
"facilitator" reads out a travesty of what happened in
each workshop to the assembled gathering. None of
the workshops seemed to produce anything relevant
to what they were ostensibly about.

They went out of their way to choose the least
effective organizational methods at all stages:
dissolving into workshops just as the discussion was
getting somewhere; pathetic "anti-sexist" types
chairing meetings when what was needed was
someone with the self-confidence to lead the
discussion; and the general promotion of
incompetence. Decentralization is regarded as an
established desideratum. Not just the decentralization
of activity which is absolutely necessary for security
reasons, but political decentralization - in other
words, allowing anyone to say what they like. I
noticed a deep-rooted fear of confronting other
people’ s views, for fear of being aggressive. Without
this debate no movement can resolve issues. At our
meetings we feel obliged to argue with anything we
don’t agree with. They have P
actually discovered a worse form
of organization than majority
voting: allowing everybody to
have their say and refusing to
decide anything until everybody is
happy.

Many people feel, rightly, that one
of the things that needs doing is
direct action of various kinds
against the earth-raping capitalist
military-industrial monster. In the
current period of low class
struggle many people will no
doubt get invo ved in these things.
Unless they reject the

organizational practices and open attitudes of the
Green Party and the peace movement they will be
defeated.

Earth First! UK is hopeless. Those who want to do
what needs to be done should avoid them like the
plague. Organizing in small anonymous groups of
people who know each other is the only way to avoid
obvious dangers. We want to see a movement which
rejects openness, moralism and workshops, in favour
of clandestinity , professionalism, and solidarity.

I went to a much more inspiring meeting addressed
by the veteran American social ecologist Murray
Bookchin in May. Murray gave about 300 greens a
lecture on class ecology. He explained how
arguments that "we" are responsible for the
destruction of the environment are dangerous,
because they make us identify with corporations.
Against the view "that recognises the equality and
inherent worth of every form of life" (Green
Revolution, Spring "92) , Murray welcomed the
forthcoming elimination of the Smallpox virus.

SUPPORT THE ARIZONA 4!

4 Earth First! militants have been jailed in Arizona
for up to 6 years for damaging an environmentally
harmful ski resort. In spite of their deep ecological
ideas, they have to be supported. Solidarity is the
minimum starting-point for a discussion about the
relationship between class struggle and ecodefence.

The following addresses are copied from the
American Earth First! journal. Ilse Asplund and
Marc Baker c/o 1385 Iron Springs Rd, Box 104,
Prescott, AZ 86301, USA. Peg Millet, 23118-008,
37900 N 45th Ave, Dept 1785, Phoenix, AZ 85027,
USA. Mark Davis, 23106-008, Federal Correctional
Institute, RR 2 Box 9000, Safford, AZ 85546, USA.

Readers may be interested in Live Mid or Diel,
which is avarlable from POB 411233, San Francisco,
CA 94141. This is similar to Earth First! and
contains loads of interesting information about doing

things without getting caught.
more detailed class-based critique
of deep ecology, How Deep is

| Deep Ecology? by George
Bradford, can be obtained from

' Fifih Estate, 4632 Second Avenue,
' Detroit MI 48201, USA. Also

available from them is Ecodefence
(Ned Ludd Books 1987), an
outrageously irresponsible manual
of individual sabotage, which
substitutes the formation of small

, elite groups of rigidly disciplined
' self-appointed professional

saboteurs, for the real working
class tradition of mass meetings
and collective (contd. p94).
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words, allowing anyone to say what they like. I
noticed a deep-rooted fear of confronting other
people’ s views, for fear of being aggressive. Without
this debate no movement can resolve issues. At our
meetings we feel obliged to argue with anything we
don’t agree with. They have P
actually discovered a worse form
of organization than majority
voting: allowing everybody to
have their say and refusing to
decide anything until everybody is
happy.

Many people feel, rightly, that one
of the things that needs doing is
direct action of various kinds
against the earth-raping capitalist
military-industrial monster. In the
current period of low class
struggle many people will no
doubt get invo ved in these things.
Unless they reject the

organizational practices and open attitudes of the
Green Party and the peace movement they will be
defeated.

Earth First! UK is hopeless. Those who want to do
what needs to be done should avoid them like the
plague. Organizing in small anonymous groups of
people who know each other is the only way to avoid
obvious dangers. We want to see a movement which
rejects openness, moralism and workshops, in favour
of clandestinity , professionalism, and solidarity.

I went to a much more inspiring meeting addressed
by the veteran American social ecologist Murray
Bookchin in May. Murray gave about 300 greens a
lecture on class ecology. He explained how
arguments that "we" are responsible for the
destruction of the environment are dangerous,
because they make us identify with corporations.
Against the view "that recognises the equality and
inherent worth of every form of life" (Green
Revolution, Spring "92) , Murray welcomed the
forthcoming elimination of the Smallpox virus.

SUPPORT THE ARIZONA 4!

4 Earth First! militants have been jailed in Arizona
for up to 6 years for damaging an environmentally
harmful ski resort. In spite of their deep ecological
ideas, they have to be supported. Solidarity is the
minimum starting-point for a discussion about the
relationship between class struggle and ecodefence.

The following addresses are copied from the
American Earth First! journal. Ilse Asplund and
Marc Baker c/o 1385 Iron Springs Rd, Box 104,
Prescott, AZ 86301, USA. Peg Millet, 23118-008,
37900 N 45th Ave, Dept 1785, Phoenix, AZ 85027,
USA. Mark Davis, 23106-008, Federal Correctional
Institute, RR 2 Box 9000, Safford, AZ 85546, USA.

Readers may be interested in Live Mid or Diel,
which is avarlable from POB 411233, San Francisco,
CA 94141. This is similar to Earth First! and
contains loads of interesting information about doing

things without getting caught.
more detailed class-based critique
of deep ecology, How Deep is

| Deep Ecology? by George
Bradford, can be obtained from

' Fifih Estate, 4632 Second Avenue,
' Detroit MI 48201, USA. Also

available from them is Ecodefence
(Ned Ludd Books 1987), an
outrageously irresponsible manual
of individual sabotage, which
substitutes the formation of small

, elite groups of rigidly disciplined
' self-appointed professional

saboteurs, for the real working
class tradition of mass meetings
and collective (contd. p94).
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The year 1842 was a verly significant one for the
proletariat of the British Is es. On the positive side it
was the occasion of a great struggle against wage
cutting and on the negative side it marked the
formation of the first modern national trade union.
This was the Miners’ Association of Great Britain
and Ireland, an organisation every bit as anti-
working class as the trade unions today, which used
almost rdentical methods to undermine the workers’
struggle for their interests. This was an event of
significance for the proletariat of the whole world
since the trade union form (once perfected) was one
which was to be exported across the globe.
Unionisation was not the only important event in the
"domestication" of the proletariat of Britain but it is
one of the clearest examples of a eneral trend from
the uncontrollable mobs of the lgth Century to the
passivity of the modern Labour Movement.

But fn'st let’s start as we mean to go on, with mass
strikes and uprisings. In mid 1842 conditions for the
working class were even more desperate than usual.
In some industrial towns half the population were
unemployed and those "lucky " enough to be in work
were often on short-time and subjected to frequent
wage cuts and speed up. The first sign of a fight
back was in West Bromwich in May when miners
went on strike. The strike was smashed by the police
and army and the workers were forced to accept a
10% wage cut but the strike had only been over a
fortnight when more than 10,000 iron and coal
workers struck in the Black Country. From here
trouble quickly spread to North Staffordshire and by
the end of July all the North Staffordshire mines
were closed and industry ground to a halt across the
whole of the Midlands. This was just the beginning.

In the textile towns large crowds of strikers and
other proletarians roamed about emptying the
factories and filling the streets. Many had sticks and
did not hesitate to use force to extend the struggle.
They pulled plugs from factory boilers so in
Lancashire and Yorkshire the strike became known
as the Plug Plot Riots. At Shelton, North Staffs. ,
Lord Granville’s pits had two furnaces blown up.
They still had not been replaced two years later. At
Bingley in Yorkshire strikers threatened to burn
down any mill that carried on working. They meant
rt.

At this time the police force barely existed. In the
Scottish town of Airdrie, for example, one
superintendent and four constables attempted to
control a mining community numbering 33,000! The

total force in Staffordshire was 184 men. Rescue of
prisoners was very common. On 6 August a large
crowd surged through Burslem, North Staffordshire,
in response to the arrest of three colliers for begging.
They roke into the police station, freed the men and
then smashed all the windows in the Town Hall. A
few days later in the same town Thomas Powys, a
magistrate and depufty lord lieutenant of the coung,
ordered troops to rre on a strikers demo in e
market square. One was killed and many wounded.
A crowd of 500 set off to burn Powys’ house. Later
various rich scumbags had their homes pillaged and
burnt. Coalowners and magistrates were singled out
for special treatment. So were the clergy - as well as
most of them preaching in support of coalowners
some of them actually were coalowners. God may
forgive, the proletariat doesn’t!

Many of the early clashes occurred because of
attempts by the authorities to crack down on
poaching and the stealing of vegetables, which went
on on an enormous scale. In Cheshire a special
mounted force was formed to ensure that information
about attacks on farms was quickly sent to the army.

When the strike movement ended in September, it
was a partial victory for the workers, despite the
vicious repression meted out by the state - hundreds
were imprisoned and sentences of over 20 years
transportation were common. But employers were
not able to impose the large-scale wage cuts (around
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25%) which they had
intended. Some workers
(such as the spinners of  . = wt \
Bolton) even won small
increases. The situation
was summed up well by it
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development of modern
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announced a wage cut.
In court he said “if it
had not been for the
late struggle. I firmly .
believe thousands would i H
have starved to death".
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It was clear that the
workers had won this victory not through peacefully
withdrawing their labour but through e traditional
methods of rioting, freeing prisoners, plundering and
burning the houses of the rich, theft, sabotage and
undemocratically spreading strikes through going
directly to other groups of workers. The numerous
unions founded shortly after this time set about
blatantly suppressing all of these activities in favour
of legality, peaceful behaviour and, sometimes, the
myth of the "General Strike" in which the workers
would redress all their grievances without a shot
being fired.

The Miners’ Association was not the only union
formed at this time. The Potters’ Union was formed
in 1843, so was the Cotton Spinners’ Association. In
1845 the local bodies of the printing trade were
united as the National Typographical Association.
The tailors and shoe makers were being enrolled into
national societies as were glass makers and steam
engine makers. It was the most significant thou h,
given its size (at one stage it may have had 100,500
members) and the important role played by miners in
the strike!riot wave.

The trade unions, including the Miners’ Association,
openly opposed all forms of struggle apart from the
peaceful withdrawal of labour. At one of the
founding meetings of the Miners’ Association at
Wakefield in November 1842 every pit was asked to
appoint delegates and urged to make “unity, peace,
law and order" its motto. This meant accepting the
logic of capitalist economics since obviousl workers
are less able to achieve anything by peaceiirl strikes
when there is a surplus of labour. This doesn’t mean
they can’t fight at all : it means they have to use
different methods. The struggles of 1842 were
against economic logic, taking p ace in the middle of
a "recession" and succeeding where peaceful strike
action would undoubtedly have failed. This wasn’t
the only way unions attempted to impose economic
logic - the Miners’ Association made regular appeals
to employers to unite with the workers in demanding
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politics as well. The

United Trades for the
Protection of Labour,
formed in 1845 , even
seriously debated
launching a Labour

g  Party. Fortunately this

r'(__ ' ,

" 1 - . '
"r at-A I - . - -- ‘Ye-t - . . -. 2

 6- ' ' 8 ' ’
.1’ --5 1‘ .1‘ . '*’~=I 0'81 " la

, t _-M ._. _ ' _ . --

A Scottish TU banner carried on demos supporting the Reform proletariat had to wait
Bill of 1832 which gave the vote to the middle classes another half century or

so.

It was also an important time for the state reform of
working conditions, that is; for planned preemptive
concessions to the working class designed to buy
social peace in the long term. This was the year of
The Midlands Mining Commission Report and the
First Report of the Commission on Children and
Young Persons - this was the first official exposé of
the widespread employment of children (often sent
down the mines at the age of four or five) and the
appalling conditions under which they worked. There
was renewed parliamentary agitation for the ten-hour
day for women and juveniles in the cotton industry.
This was led by Tory philanthropists such as Lord
Ashley (later Lord Shaftesburg) and finallg became
law m 1847. In 1848, w en many ourgeois
commentators thought that Britain was on the brink
of revolution, the Secretary of State wrote to Lord
Ashley saying "I shall declare without hesitation
that the passing of the Ten—Hours Bill has kept these
vast counties at peace during this eventful period" . In
1864 Gladstone declared in the House of Commons
that the law had been beneficial "both in mitigating
human suffering and in attaching important classes of
the community to Parliament and the Government
At first sight it may appear that this "movement" had
very little connection with what was actually
happening within the working class but in fact there
were numerous links between trade unionism and
philanthropic reformers. The Miners’ Association
passed many resolutions praising Lord Shaftesbury’s
work and continually plied him with data. He once
replied to them, saying he was “only an instrument,
and possessed little power unless the working classes
stood at his back".

CHARTISM  

Most of those involved in setting up and running the
unions in this period, particularly the Mmers’
Association, would have described themselves as
"Chartists". This meant they supported the "srx
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The year 1842 was a verly significant one for the
proletariat of the British Is es. On the positive side it
was the occasion of a great struggle against wage
cutting and on the negative side it marked the
formation of the first modern national trade union.
This was the Miners’ Association of Great Britain
and Ireland, an organisation every bit as anti-
working class as the trade unions today, which used
almost rdentical methods to undermine the workers’
struggle for their interests. This was an event of
significance for the proletariat of the whole world
since the trade union form (once perfected) was one
which was to be exported across the globe.
Unionisation was not the only important event in the
"domestication" of the proletariat of Britain but it is
one of the clearest examples of a eneral trend from
the uncontrollable mobs of the lgth Century to the
passivity of the modern Labour Movement.

But fn'st let’s start as we mean to go on, with mass
strikes and uprisings. In mid 1842 conditions for the
working class were even more desperate than usual.
In some industrial towns half the population were
unemployed and those "lucky " enough to be in work
were often on short-time and subjected to frequent
wage cuts and speed up. The first sign of a fight
back was in West Bromwich in May when miners
went on strike. The strike was smashed by the police
and army and the workers were forced to accept a
10% wage cut but the strike had only been over a
fortnight when more than 10,000 iron and coal
workers struck in the Black Country. From here
trouble quickly spread to North Staffordshire and by
the end of July all the North Staffordshire mines
were closed and industry ground to a halt across the
whole of the Midlands. This was just the beginning.

In the textile towns large crowds of strikers and
other proletarians roamed about emptying the
factories and filling the streets. Many had sticks and
did not hesitate to use force to extend the struggle.
They pulled plugs from factory boilers so in
Lancashire and Yorkshire the strike became known
as the Plug Plot Riots. At Shelton, North Staffs. ,
Lord Granville’s pits had two furnaces blown up.
They still had not been replaced two years later. At
Bingley in Yorkshire strikers threatened to burn
down any mill that carried on working. They meant
rt.

At this time the police force barely existed. In the
Scottish town of Airdrie, for example, one
superintendent and four constables attempted to
control a mining community numbering 33,000! The

total force in Staffordshire was 184 men. Rescue of
prisoners was very common. On 6 August a large
crowd surged through Burslem, North Staffordshire,
in response to the arrest of three colliers for begging.
They roke into the police station, freed the men and
then smashed all the windows in the Town Hall. A
few days later in the same town Thomas Powys, a
magistrate and depufty lord lieutenant of the coung,
ordered troops to rre on a strikers demo in e
market square. One was killed and many wounded.
A crowd of 500 set off to burn Powys’ house. Later
various rich scumbags had their homes pillaged and
burnt. Coalowners and magistrates were singled out
for special treatment. So were the clergy - as well as
most of them preaching in support of coalowners
some of them actually were coalowners. God may
forgive, the proletariat doesn’t!

Many of the early clashes occurred because of
attempts by the authorities to crack down on
poaching and the stealing of vegetables, which went
on on an enormous scale. In Cheshire a special
mounted force was formed to ensure that information
about attacks on farms was quickly sent to the army.

When the strike movement ended in September, it
was a partial victory for the workers, despite the
vicious repression meted out by the state - hundreds
were imprisoned and sentences of over 20 years
transportation were common. But employers were
not able to impose the large-scale wage cuts (around
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It was clear that the
workers had won this victory not through peacefully
withdrawing their labour but through e traditional
methods of rioting, freeing prisoners, plundering and
burning the houses of the rich, theft, sabotage and
undemocratically spreading strikes through going
directly to other groups of workers. The numerous
unions founded shortly after this time set about
blatantly suppressing all of these activities in favour
of legality, peaceful behaviour and, sometimes, the
myth of the "General Strike" in which the workers
would redress all their grievances without a shot
being fired.

The Miners’ Association was not the only union
formed at this time. The Potters’ Union was formed
in 1843, so was the Cotton Spinners’ Association. In
1845 the local bodies of the printing trade were
united as the National Typographical Association.
The tailors and shoe makers were being enrolled into
national societies as were glass makers and steam
engine makers. It was the most significant thou h,
given its size (at one stage it may have had 100,500
members) and the important role played by miners in
the strike!riot wave.

The trade unions, including the Miners’ Association,
openly opposed all forms of struggle apart from the
peaceful withdrawal of labour. At one of the
founding meetings of the Miners’ Association at
Wakefield in November 1842 every pit was asked to
appoint delegates and urged to make “unity, peace,
law and order" its motto. This meant accepting the
logic of capitalist economics since obviousl workers
are less able to achieve anything by peaceiirl strikes
when there is a surplus of labour. This doesn’t mean
they can’t fight at all : it means they have to use
different methods. The struggles of 1842 were
against economic logic, taking p ace in the middle of
a "recession" and succeeding where peaceful strike
action would undoubtedly have failed. This wasn’t
the only way unions attempted to impose economic
logic - the Miners’ Association made regular appeals
to employers to unite with the workers in demanding
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A Scottish TU banner carried on demos supporting the Reform proletariat had to wait
Bill of 1832 which gave the vote to the middle classes another half century or

so.

It was also an important time for the state reform of
working conditions, that is; for planned preemptive
concessions to the working class designed to buy
social peace in the long term. This was the year of
The Midlands Mining Commission Report and the
First Report of the Commission on Children and
Young Persons - this was the first official exposé of
the widespread employment of children (often sent
down the mines at the age of four or five) and the
appalling conditions under which they worked. There
was renewed parliamentary agitation for the ten-hour
day for women and juveniles in the cotton industry.
This was led by Tory philanthropists such as Lord
Ashley (later Lord Shaftesburg) and finallg became
law m 1847. In 1848, w en many ourgeois
commentators thought that Britain was on the brink
of revolution, the Secretary of State wrote to Lord
Ashley saying "I shall declare without hesitation
that the passing of the Ten—Hours Bill has kept these
vast counties at peace during this eventful period" . In
1864 Gladstone declared in the House of Commons
that the law had been beneficial "both in mitigating
human suffering and in attaching important classes of
the community to Parliament and the Government
At first sight it may appear that this "movement" had
very little connection with what was actually
happening within the working class but in fact there
were numerous links between trade unionism and
philanthropic reformers. The Miners’ Association
passed many resolutions praising Lord Shaftesbury’s
work and continually plied him with data. He once
replied to them, saying he was “only an instrument,
and possessed little power unless the working classes
stood at his back".

CHARTISM  

Most of those involved in setting up and running the
unions in this period, particularly the Mmers’
Association, would have described themselves as
"Chartists". This meant they supported the "srx
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points of the People’s Charter" on the reform of
parliament. These were: adult male suffrage, no
property qualification, armual parliaments, equal
constituencies, salaries for MP’s and the secret
ballot. This was first formulated for a specifically
working class audience in 1836 by the London
Workingmen’ s Association, a small society largely
formed on the suggestion of the rich radical MP,
Francis Place. Their program was hardly original -
58 years previously one Major Cartwright had
introduced a Bill in the Commons containing the
same six points.

As can be imagined, Chartism was a very broad
church indeed, encompassing everyone from those
who thought that adult male suffrage would somehow
enable the country to be run a bit better to those,
such as James Bronterre O’Brien, who honestly
believed that it would lead to the abolition of private
property. Numerous progessive historians have
written that it was a revolutionary demand" - in
"the context of the times", of course. We won’t
waste time trying to refute this absurd idea except to
ask a rhetorical question: how come the famous
Chartist leader Feargus O’Connor was actually
elected to parliament in 1847 by the middle class
electors of Nottingham, and with a comfortable
majority? It is often described as the "first working
class organisation". It would be more accurate to
describe it as a middle class movement dedicated to
recuperating working class struggle. The intention of
Chartism was always to divert working class anger
into demands for an extension of the franchise. In
1848 when the working class urban centres of much
of Britain were engulfed in strikes and riots their
response was... a massive petition to parliament,
though they couldn’t quite make up their minds
Iélliflllhfil‘ to appeal to the Cabinet or directly to the

een.

As might be expected of a movement with such
conservative aims its maiir activities consisted of
organising petitions to parliament (with millions of
signatures) and mass peaceful demos and rallies
(hundreds of thousands of people). The fact that it
was possible to assemble this many proles peacefully
shows how much the working class had been tamed
by the l830’s. This had not gone unnoticed by
Francis Place: "Look even to Lancashire" he wrote
a month after the vicious pig massacre of a pro-
democracy demo at "Peterloo " (St. Peter’s Fields
near Manchester) in 1819:

" ’Lancashire brute’ was the common and appropriate
appellation. Until very lately it would have been
dangerous to have assembled 500 of them on any
occasion. Bakers and butchers would at the least
have been plundered. Now 100,000 people may be
collected together and no riot ensue, and why?. ..
The people have an object, the pursuit of which
gives them importance m their own eyes, elevates
them in their own opinion, and thus it is that the

 —

very individuals who would have been the leaders of
the riots are the keepers of the peace."

There were, however, those who believed in
achieving the goals of the Charter by insurrectionary
means. These were known as "physical force"
Chartists, as opposed to "moral force" Chaitists.
Sometimes they were as ood as their appellation.
One night in November 1838, for example, several
thousand workers marched into Newport intending to
free the imprisoned Chartist leader Vincent. They
were led by Frost who had just been sacked from his
post as a magistrate and was the chairman of a
Chartist Convention which had just dissolved. They
were attacked by troops and special constables and
ten workers were killed. Violent rhetoric was also
very common. The famous Chartist "extremist"
Julian Harney once advised his audience to carry "a
musket in one hand and a petition in the other" — an
early example of "the armalite and the ballot box"!
This was, after all, an age in which the state had
very little legitimacy and the idea of taking up arms
was very widespread amongst the working class.
Harney wrote of the winter of 1838-9:

"In small villages lying out from Newcastle the
exhortation to arms was being taken quite literally...
a strong tradition of owner-patemalism had been
replaced by an extremely class-conscious Chartism,
and fowlmg pieces, small cannon, stoneware
grenades, pikes and ’craa’s feet or caltrops - four-
$iked irons which could be strewn in a road to

sable cavalry horses - were being turned out in
quantities. It was localities like this which, on
hearing rumours that troops would be present at the
great meetinfgn in Newcastle on Christmas Day, sent
ptptuiers to d out if they were to bring aims with

em. "

THE INSURRECTIONARY TRADITION

"The Levelution is begun,
So I’ll go home and get my gun,
And shoot the Duke of Wellington"

- an 1820 ’s street song from Belper, Derbyshire

Since the 18th Century there had been an almost
unbroken tradition of organised violent resistance to
capital. The 19th Century was ushered in with a rash
of riots across England against high food prices
caused by Britain’s war with France. Much of the
rioting seems to have been organised in advance with
handbills being distributed. One, from London in
September 1800, said: "How long will ye quietly and
cowardly suffer yourselves to be imposed upon, and
half-starved by a set of mercenary slaves and
Government hirelings?. .. We are the sovereignty,
rise then fromSyour lethargy. Be at the Corn market
on Monday ".. ix days of rioting at the Corn Market
followed. Another called upon "Tradesmen,

Artizans, Joiuneymen, Labourers &c. " to meet on
Kenriington Common. The meeting was prevented
only by the use of troops.

For the first two decades of the century rural Ireland
was swept by one revolt after another. Secret
societies - Threshers, Caravats, Shanavests, Carders -
used various forms of violence to defend tenant

rights , to force down rent and prices, resist tithe
payment and drive out landlords. In 1806 the
Threshers virtually controlled Connaught. According
to the Irish Solicitor-General in 1811 the countryside
suffered from the "formidable consequences of an
armed peasantry, and a disarmed gentry”. The Lord
Chief Baron, sentencing a teenage boy to death for
stealing arms, declared: "Can it be endured, that
those persons who are labouring by day , should be
legislating by night?

THE LUDDITES

" In the three counties, the agitation for parliamentary
reform commenced at exactly the point where
Luddism was defeated." - E. P. Thompson, The
Making of the English Working Class.

The information in the following section is almost
entirely taken from E. P. Thompson. This is because
he seems to be the only lefty historian who’ s written
anything decent about them. Many of the academics
who deign to mention the Luddites are such blatant
brown-noses of the bourgeoisie they’re not worth
reading - for example, one hack describes them as
"simple-minded labourers... smashing the machines
which they thought responsible for their troubles "
(The Age ofRevolution, E. Hobsbawm, p55). EPT,
on the other hand, regards Luddism more as an
honest mistake made by the workers on the long and
tortuous path which led to the election of Harold
Wilson. As you can see from the above quote,
though, he is honest and often gives factual examples
which contradict his progressive, social democratic
ideas. From a communist perspective there is nothing
"outmoded" about the forms of action described
here. Some kind of Luddite-style community
organisation would be appropriate for workers in
small, scattered work-p aces today and, as for
Captain Swing, perhaps a few burning hayricks and
smashed farm machines might be just what rich
farmers need to persuade them to share some of their
fat EC subsidies with their miserably paid labourers.

The Luddite movement was focused around three
main industrial objectives - the destruction of power
looms in Lancashire, the destruction of shearing
frames in Yorkshire and resistance to the break-down
of custom in the Midlands framework-kriitting
industry. But the movement went well beyond these
objectives, drawing in proletarians from outside these
sectors and raising all kinds of political demands. It
was a movement of such strength that for several

months it could successfully resist 12,000 troops, not
by military confrontation but social means -
unbreakable community solidarity and spreading
disaffection in the troops’ own ranks. In June 1812
the Vice—Lieutenant o the West Riding declared
" . . .except for the very spots which were occupied by
Soldiers, the Country was virtually in the possession
of the lawless... the disaffected outmrmbering by
many Degrees the peaceable Inhabitants. "

The "croppers" of Yorkshire were highly skilled (and
highly paid) wool cloth finishing workers whose
status was threatened by two important inventions,
the gig-mill and the shearing frame. The gig—niill
was a device for raising the surface of cloth by
passing it between rollers . It was at least as old as
the mid- 16th Century since there was a statute of
Edward VI prohibiting its use. Workers had
prevented its widespread use ever since. Who says
gm can’t stand in the way of Progress? This struggle

d been particularly intense at the end of the 1 th
Century. In the West Country bodies of rioters 1,000
or 2,000 strong had attacked the hated mills. In 1809
Parliament repealed all the protective legislation
relating to the woollen industry - covering
apprenticeship, the gig-mill and the number of looms
which could be owned by one master.

The grievances of the framework-knitters of the
Midlands (mostly Nottingham, Derby and Leicester
area) were a bit more complicated. They mostly
worked in small industrial villages in workshops
containing three or four looms. These were rented
from their employer. Since the end of the 18th
Century they had suffered a severe worsening of
general conditions as the development of
uncontrolled prices and shoddy goods had
undermined their earnings and craft status. The
cotton weavers of Lancashire were also used to an
artisan status which was directly threatened by the
factory system.

The movement began in Nottingham in March 1811.
A large demonstration of framework-knitters was
dispersed by the army. That night 60 frames were
broken in the village of Arnold by rioters who didn’t
try to disguise themselves. They were cheered on by
the crowd. For several weeks similar incidents
occurred throughout north-west Nottinghamshire.
Despite the presence of troops and special constables,
no arrests could be made.

In November of that year Luddism appeared in a
more organised form. Frame-breaking had become
the work of disciplined bands who moved rapidly
from village to village at the dead of night. From
Nottinghamshire it spread to parts of Leicestershire
and Derbyshire, and continued without cease until
February 1812. On 10 November a hosier in Bulwell
defended his premises with arms. A Luddite was
killed but, after taking away his body , his comrades
returned, broke down the doors and smashed the
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points of the People’s Charter" on the reform of
parliament. These were: adult male suffrage, no
property qualification, armual parliaments, equal
constituencies, salaries for MP’s and the secret
ballot. This was first formulated for a specifically
working class audience in 1836 by the London
Workingmen’ s Association, a small society largely
formed on the suggestion of the rich radical MP,
Francis Place. Their program was hardly original -
58 years previously one Major Cartwright had
introduced a Bill in the Commons containing the
same six points.

As can be imagined, Chartism was a very broad
church indeed, encompassing everyone from those
who thought that adult male suffrage would somehow
enable the country to be run a bit better to those,
such as James Bronterre O’Brien, who honestly
believed that it would lead to the abolition of private
property. Numerous progessive historians have
written that it was a revolutionary demand" - in
"the context of the times", of course. We won’t
waste time trying to refute this absurd idea except to
ask a rhetorical question: how come the famous
Chartist leader Feargus O’Connor was actually
elected to parliament in 1847 by the middle class
electors of Nottingham, and with a comfortable
majority? It is often described as the "first working
class organisation". It would be more accurate to
describe it as a middle class movement dedicated to
recuperating working class struggle. The intention of
Chartism was always to divert working class anger
into demands for an extension of the franchise. In
1848 when the working class urban centres of much
of Britain were engulfed in strikes and riots their
response was... a massive petition to parliament,
though they couldn’t quite make up their minds
Iélliflllhfil‘ to appeal to the Cabinet or directly to the

een.

As might be expected of a movement with such
conservative aims its maiir activities consisted of
organising petitions to parliament (with millions of
signatures) and mass peaceful demos and rallies
(hundreds of thousands of people). The fact that it
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" ’Lancashire brute’ was the common and appropriate
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dangerous to have assembled 500 of them on any
occasion. Bakers and butchers would at the least
have been plundered. Now 100,000 people may be
collected together and no riot ensue, and why?. ..
The people have an object, the pursuit of which
gives them importance m their own eyes, elevates
them in their own opinion, and thus it is that the

 —

very individuals who would have been the leaders of
the riots are the keepers of the peace."

There were, however, those who believed in
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sable cavalry horses - were being turned out in
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ptptuiers to d out if they were to bring aims with

em. "

THE INSURRECTIONARY TRADITION
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was a movement of such strength that for several

months it could successfully resist 12,000 troops, not
by military confrontation but social means -
unbreakable community solidarity and spreading
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prevented its widespread use ever since. Who says
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Century. In the West Country bodies of rioters 1,000
or 2,000 strong had attacked the hated mills. In 1809
Parliament repealed all the protective legislation
relating to the woollen industry - covering
apprenticeship, the gig-mill and the number of looms
which could be owned by one master.

The grievances of the framework-knitters of the
Midlands (mostly Nottingham, Derby and Leicester
area) were a bit more complicated. They mostly
worked in small industrial villages in workshops
containing three or four looms. These were rented
from their employer. Since the end of the 18th
Century they had suffered a severe worsening of
general conditions as the development of
uncontrolled prices and shoddy goods had
undermined their earnings and craft status. The
cotton weavers of Lancashire were also used to an
artisan status which was directly threatened by the
factory system.

The movement began in Nottingham in March 1811.
A large demonstration of framework-knitters was
dispersed by the army. That night 60 frames were
broken in the village of Arnold by rioters who didn’t
try to disguise themselves. They were cheered on by
the crowd. For several weeks similar incidents
occurred throughout north-west Nottinghamshire.
Despite the presence of troops and special constables,
no arrests could be made.

In November of that year Luddism appeared in a
more organised form. Frame-breaking had become
the work of disciplined bands who moved rapidly
from village to village at the dead of night. From
Nottinghamshire it spread to parts of Leicestershire
and Derbyshire, and continued without cease until
February 1812. On 10 November a hosier in Bulwell
defended his premises with arms. A Luddite was
killed but, after taking away his body , his comrades
returned, broke down the doors and smashed the
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frames. Three days later a large force of Luddites
armed with muskets, pistols, axes and hammers
destroyed 70 frames at a large workshop in Sutton-
in-Ashfield.

Only those frames were attacked which were
associated with reduced wages or the production of
lower qpaality goods. This "reformist" spirit of the
Notting m Luddites is expressed well by the
popular ballad of the time, General Ludd ’s Triumph:

The guilty may fear but no vengeance he aims
At the honest man ’s life or Estate,
His wrath is entirely confined to wideframes
And to those that old prices abate.
These Engines ofmischief were sentenced to die
By unanimous vote of the Trade
And Ludd who can all opposition dejy
Was the Grand executioner made.

The Luddites were masked and had a well developed
system of signals, sentiriels and couriers. Whoever
led the raiding party on the particular night would be
referred to as General Ludd. They also had
"inspectors" who went around investigating pay and
conditions and collected money for the workers made
unemployed by the frames being broken.

At the beginning of February 1812 this phase of
Midlands Luddism quickly died away. There were
three main reasons or this. Not least of these was
the fact that the use of terror by the workers had
been quite successful, and wages had risen.
Secondly, there were now several thousand troops in
the area. Thirdly, there was now a Bill before
Parliament to make frame-breaking punishable by
death. This didn’t stop the movement but did cause
considerable panic in the workers’ ranks. It also
created a space for parliamentarism and trade
unionism. A quasi-legal association, the "United
Committee of Framework-Knitters" was formed to
petition parliament for a Bill to protect pay and
conditions. The Committee tried to suppress
machine-brealn'ng but feelings were running high in
Nottingham, where seven Luddites were sentenced to
transportation. In April a hosier was shot and
wounded outside his house. He was accused in a
letter from "the Captain" of attempting to force his
women workers into prostitution by paying them
such low wages. After the inevitable defeat of the
Bill a union was set up. The prime movers of the
union were Henson and Coldham. Henson was an
experienced activist in the secret " Institution" to
which all framework-knitters belonged. Coldham was
the Town Clerk of Nottingham! It had an effective
existence for two years and seems to have been
powerful enough to prevent a serious resurgence of
Luddism. .

The Nottingham events directly inspired the
Yorkshire croppers . Luddism appeared modelled on
the existing tactics but accompanied by a much

greater number of threatening letters. A leaflet was
distributed in Leeds which was far more
insurrectionary than anything seen in Nottingham -

" . . .You are requested to come forward with Arms
and help the Redressers to redress their Wrongs and
shake off the hateful Yoke of a Silly Old Man, and
his Son more silly and their Rogueish Ministers, all
Nobles and Tyrants must be brought down..."

These Luddites expressed solidarity with struggles in
Ireland and elsewhere. One letter goes

" . . .the Weavers in Glasgow and many parts of
Scotland will join us the Papists in Ireland are rising
to a Man, so that they are likely to find the soldiers
something else to do than Idle in Huddersfield and
then woe to the places now guarded by them... "

Many of the smaller manufacturers just gave in,
destroying or storing their own shearing-frarnes.
After six or seven weeks only a few substantial mills
were still holding out. In particular there were two
owners who were notorious for their determination
to defy the Luddites , they both kept armed company
goons and troops on the premises day and night.
According to tradition, the luddites drew lots to
decide which mill to attack. The choice fell on
Rawfolds in the Spen Valley. Around 150 Luddites
attacked it. They failed. Many were wounded, two
of them mortally and they had to be left behind. The
first blood had been shed and it did not go
unavenged. Later the same month the other notorious
owner, one William Horsfall from Ottiwell, was shot
dead.

In Lancashire the movement was more one of open
mass riots. On 20 March the warehouse of one of the
first manufacturers to use the power-loom was
attacked at Stockport. In early April there were
numerous riots aiming to force down the prices of
potatoes and bread. On 20 April in Middleton a
power-loom mill was attacked by several thousand.
It’ s defenders fired muskets , three attackers were
killed and many wounded. The next morning the
crowd assembled in even greater strength. They were
joined by a body of men armed with muskets and
picks with an effigy of General Ludd and a red flag
at their head. Finding the mill still impregnable the
crowd burned the riiill-owner’s house instead. Four
days later a large mill was successfully burnt down
in Westlioughton.

April-May 1812 was a real high point in the class
war. Outside the Luddite areas there were serious
food riots in Bristol, Carlisle, Leeds, Sheffield and
Barnsley. In Cornwall the miners struck and marched
into the market towns demanding reductions in food
prices. In Sheffield a militia arms store was broken
into. On May 11 the Prime Minister, Perceval, was
assassinated in the House of Commons. Joy amongst
the proles was unrestrained. In London large crowds
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gathered outside the Commons and cheered the
assassin as he was led away. In Nottingham order
could only be restored by military force and the
reading of the Riot Act. It was widely assumed that
Perceval’ s death must be the result of some
revolutionary conspiracy. There was widespread
disappointment when it turned out to be the work of
a solitary hero.

One of the factors which brought this movement to
an end was more repression - more troops, more
spies, more arrests and an increasing number of
executions. But probably more important was a
major concession. This was the repeal of the so-
called Orders In Council in June 1812. This was the
policy of blockading France as part of Britain’s war
effort. Its repeal led to an immediate improvement in
trade, greatly relieving the famine conditions existing
in many parts of the country.

But the ending of the bosses’ recession didn’t
completely kill the movement. Luddism in Yorkshire
and Lancashire largely gave way to preparations for
an insurrection. During the summer of 1812 there
were numerous raids for arms. Lead for making
bullets was also being taken, in the form of pumps,
water-spouts and guttering. The conspiracy extended
well outside the Luddite areas but, unfortimately ,
never got as far as an actual uprising.

Over the next two or three decades the tactics of
Luddism did much to inspire other movements of
class warfare.

In the early 1820’s in Monrnouthshire, Wales there
existed a secret organisation known as the " Scotch
Cattle" based on the colliers. They claimed that Ned
Ludd was their founder. Like the Luddites they had
a well developed system of threatening letters , night
meetings and military-style signals. They specialised
in blowing up furnaces and terrorisirig scabs. Their
leader was said to be Lolly, obviously Lol - the Lord
of Misrule.

In 1830 the discontent of agricultural labourers
exploded through the southern and eastern counties
of England in marches from village to village,
breaking threshing machines and demanding higher
wages. Night time arson and machine-breaking were
very widespread. "Captain Swing" was the signature
most often attached to the threatening letters sent to
landowners, farmers and parsons. Wages were
successfully raised for a time but the main lasting
effect was that the widespread introduction of
threshing machines in rural England was delayed
until the 1850’ s.

An important feature of all these movements was the
commitment to secrecy. The clandestine hit squads of
the day were premised upon a mass culture of non-
cooperation. Whole working class communities
refused to collaborate with the authorities. Often
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A "Swing" letter
Contrast this with a statement made by the executive
of the Miners’ Association in 1844 to the employers.
It began: "We have no secrets; all is done openly
and to any of our meetingls all are invited.
Manufacturers! Traders! and S opkeepers! You are
deeply interested in our welfare".

The legalisation of certain forms of organisation such
as the repeal of the Combination Acts in 1824 is not
something which enabled the working class to
organise itself better - the Luddites were pretty well
organised and everything is legal if you don’t get
caught! What it did do was ena le the recuperators ,
particularly middle class ones from outside
"impenetrable" working class communities, to
become better or anised. The attitudes which the
working class hadg had towards rich reformers was
summed up by Francis Place "The laws against
combinations... induced [working people] to break
and disregard the laws. They made them suspect the
intentions of every man who tendered his services".

4|

THE RECUPERATORS

It would be a mistake to think that the development
of trade unionism and parliamentary politics was just
a middle class conspiracy. If petal bourgeois I and
even bourgeois elements ad an in uence out of all
proportion to their numbers it was because, for the
most part, the proles saw nothing wrong with this.
As E. P. Thompson says in The Making of the
English Working Class:

"Only the gentleman - Burdett, Cochrane, Hunt,
Feargus O’Connor - knew the forms and language of
high politics, could cut a brave figure on the
hustings, or belabour the Ministers in their own
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By unanimous vote of the Trade
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referred to as General Ludd. They also had
"inspectors" who went around investigating pay and
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owners who were notorious for their determination
to defy the Luddites , they both kept armed company
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decide which mill to attack. The choice fell on
Rawfolds in the Spen Valley. Around 150 Luddites
attacked it. They failed. Many were wounded, two
of them mortally and they had to be left behind. The
first blood had been shed and it did not go
unavenged. Later the same month the other notorious
owner, one William Horsfall from Ottiwell, was shot
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In Lancashire the movement was more one of open
mass riots. On 20 March the warehouse of one of the
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attacked at Stockport. In early April there were
numerous riots aiming to force down the prices of
potatoes and bread. On 20 April in Middleton a
power-loom mill was attacked by several thousand.
It’ s defenders fired muskets , three attackers were
killed and many wounded. The next morning the
crowd assembled in even greater strength. They were
joined by a body of men armed with muskets and
picks with an effigy of General Ludd and a red flag
at their head. Finding the mill still impregnable the
crowd burned the riiill-owner’s house instead. Four
days later a large mill was successfully burnt down
in Westlioughton.

April-May 1812 was a real high point in the class
war. Outside the Luddite areas there were serious
food riots in Bristol, Carlisle, Leeds, Sheffield and
Barnsley. In Cornwall the miners struck and marched
into the market towns demanding reductions in food
prices. In Sheffield a militia arms store was broken
into. On May 11 the Prime Minister, Perceval, was
assassinated in the House of Commons. Joy amongst
the proles was unrestrained. In London large crowds
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gathered outside the Commons and cheered the
assassin as he was led away. In Nottingham order
could only be restored by military force and the
reading of the Riot Act. It was widely assumed that
Perceval’ s death must be the result of some
revolutionary conspiracy. There was widespread
disappointment when it turned out to be the work of
a solitary hero.

One of the factors which brought this movement to
an end was more repression - more troops, more
spies, more arrests and an increasing number of
executions. But probably more important was a
major concession. This was the repeal of the so-
called Orders In Council in June 1812. This was the
policy of blockading France as part of Britain’s war
effort. Its repeal led to an immediate improvement in
trade, greatly relieving the famine conditions existing
in many parts of the country.

But the ending of the bosses’ recession didn’t
completely kill the movement. Luddism in Yorkshire
and Lancashire largely gave way to preparations for
an insurrection. During the summer of 1812 there
were numerous raids for arms. Lead for making
bullets was also being taken, in the form of pumps,
water-spouts and guttering. The conspiracy extended
well outside the Luddite areas but, unfortimately ,
never got as far as an actual uprising.

Over the next two or three decades the tactics of
Luddism did much to inspire other movements of
class warfare.

In the early 1820’s in Monrnouthshire, Wales there
existed a secret organisation known as the " Scotch
Cattle" based on the colliers. They claimed that Ned
Ludd was their founder. Like the Luddites they had
a well developed system of threatening letters , night
meetings and military-style signals. They specialised
in blowing up furnaces and terrorisirig scabs. Their
leader was said to be Lolly, obviously Lol - the Lord
of Misrule.

In 1830 the discontent of agricultural labourers
exploded through the southern and eastern counties
of England in marches from village to village,
breaking threshing machines and demanding higher
wages. Night time arson and machine-breaking were
very widespread. "Captain Swing" was the signature
most often attached to the threatening letters sent to
landowners, farmers and parsons. Wages were
successfully raised for a time but the main lasting
effect was that the widespread introduction of
threshing machines in rural England was delayed
until the 1850’ s.

An important feature of all these movements was the
commitment to secrecy. The clandestine hit squads of
the day were premised upon a mass culture of non-
cooperation. Whole working class communities
refused to collaborate with the authorities. Often
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A "Swing" letter
Contrast this with a statement made by the executive
of the Miners’ Association in 1844 to the employers.
It began: "We have no secrets; all is done openly
and to any of our meetingls all are invited.
Manufacturers! Traders! and S opkeepers! You are
deeply interested in our welfare".

The legalisation of certain forms of organisation such
as the repeal of the Combination Acts in 1824 is not
something which enabled the working class to
organise itself better - the Luddites were pretty well
organised and everything is legal if you don’t get
caught! What it did do was ena le the recuperators ,
particularly middle class ones from outside
"impenetrable" working class communities, to
become better or anised. The attitudes which the
working class hadg had towards rich reformers was
summed up by Francis Place "The laws against
combinations... induced [working people] to break
and disregard the laws. They made them suspect the
intentions of every man who tendered his services".
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THE RECUPERATORS

It would be a mistake to think that the development
of trade unionism and parliamentary politics was just
a middle class conspiracy. If petal bourgeois I and
even bourgeois elements ad an in uence out of all
proportion to their numbers it was because, for the
most part, the proles saw nothing wrong with this.
As E. P. Thompson says in The Making of the
English Working Class:

"Only the gentleman - Burdett, Cochrane, Hunt,
Feargus O’Connor - knew the forms and language of
high politics, could cut a brave figure on the
hustings, or belabour the Ministers in their own
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tongue. The reform movement might use the rhetoric
of equality, but many of the old responses of
deference were still there even among the huzzaing
crowds".

But the role of middle class types should not be
underestimated. Most of the top leaders of the
Miners’ Association had never worked in the coal
industry despite the continual cry from the members
for the appointment of sacked miners as officials.
The Association’s treasurer, for example, was a pub
landlord from Newcastle. A particularly important
role in the union was played by W. P. Roberts, a
solicitor from Bath, who was the union’ s legal
officer.

In so far as Roberts and his friends had a political
program for the union it can be summed up as the
Right to Strike. That is, a class deal whereby the
bosses allow the workers to struggle by peaceful,
democratic means in return for guarantees that they
won’t go any further than that, that they won’t
threaten the bosses property rights or control over
the production process. The right to strike implies
the right to manage. It also implies that the Ru e of
Law should, to some extent, apply to all classes.
Obviously , workers will only have any respect for
the law if they can sometimes win court cases. This
is where Roberts came in.

The Miners’ Association was the fnst union in
Britain to use the law courts in a systematic way to
defend its members. Roberts became known as the
"workingman’s Attorney General ". He used to travel
up and down the country representing miners , and
often other workers, in magistrates courts. "We
resisted every individual act of oppression, even in
cases where we were sure of losing" , he explained.
He was very good at his job, winning many small
victories against the employers, here freeing a man
imprisoned for leaving work without permission,
there taking back wages illegally withhe d. He once
boasted that he had taught the magistrates law and
how to make legal warrants. He regularly had the
decisions of magistrates overtumed by the Court of
Queen’ s Bench in London. The fact that the
authorities allowed him to get away with all this
shows how much the ruling class were prepared to
make concessions to integrate the proletariat into
civil society.

The commitment of the union to the rule of law was
nothing short of fanatical. They always told miners
to be peaceful, even when they were being evicted
from their homes. This happened on a massive scale
during the strike in Northumberland and Durham in
1844. The Northumbrian miners’ union leader
Thomas Burt (later to become a Liberal MP)
describes how families "stood with tears in their eyes
and saw villainous wretches throwing to the door
articles to which the memory of past years had given
sanctity; but they had been taught by their leaders
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that if the peace was broken, they might bid farewell
to their cherished union; and such was the power,
eloquence, and advocacy of their leaders that the
peace was not broken, even under such trying
conditions". Rule 12 of the union’ s constitution
(agreed in May 1843) stated “That this Association
will not support or defend any member who shall in
any way violate the laws of the country".

As well as assisting Queen Victoria’s judiciary the
union also attempted to suppress strikes, even legal
ones, in a way which today we fmd very familiar.
During 1844 there were strikes in almost every
coalfield in Britain but the union doggedly
maintained its position of opposing all "partial "
strikes. Only a "general" strike of the whole industry
was supposed to be good enough.

The union conference in Manchester in January 1844
was held in the midst of a strike wave in the South
Lancashire coal-field. There had been 20 strikes and
100’s of men had been out for 5 months. Since the
last conference had condemned partial strikes they
had not received a penny in strike pa and union
officials had been sent to try to get tliem back to
work. Not stuprisingly, thousands left the union over
the next few months. In many cases the men had
succeeded in winning large pay rises through their
unofficial action!

But the union didn’t have things all its own way. As
well as the unofficial strikes (many of which it had
to officialise) there were numerous occasions where
the veterans of 1842 failed to fully observe the spirit
of Rule 12. During a strike in Yorkshire in 1844
scabs had been brought in from Derbyshire in large
numbers. At the Soap House pit near Sheffield they
were housed in a barracks in the pityard. A large
crowd scaled the walls, broke open the doors,
smashed every window and gave the scabs a good
kicking. During the same strike, at Deep pit in the
same area, strikers blew up the engine boiler. These
sort of incidents, though, had aheady become few
and far between by 1842 standards. The Miners’
Association largely disappeared after the anti-Chartist
repression and recession of 1848 , but the damage
had been done.
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The basic proletarian position on fascism and anti-
fascism can be stated Simply. Fascist and Nazi
governments are anti-working class, and have
murdered millions of working class people in the
interests of capitalist accumulation. When not in
government, fascists have often played an important
role for the state in spreading racism, dividing and
weakening the proletariat. Judged by these criteria,
all other capitalist political ten encies are no
different. Democratic govemments have killed just as
many people as fascist ones, and through
nationalism, reinforce racist divisions. The left have
used anti-fascism to persuade people to support
democratic parties. During the Second World War,
this was useful to the Allies. The main purpose of
anti-fascism was to justilzyh the war, and crush the
working class. This was e central aim of the war
effort, as shown by Britairi’s attitude towards
resistance to Hitler inside Germany : the Foreign
Office argued "the Gestapo and the SS have done us
an appreciable service in removing a selection of
those who would undoubtedly have posed as ’good’
Germans after the defeat of a Nazi Germany "
(Guardian, 23 July 92). When Milan’s workers rose
against the fascist government in 1943, Britain and
the US bombed them.

In Britain today, anti-fascist fronts divert those who
wish to fight racism towards the almost irrelevant
tactic of chasing small groups of skinheads. There is
no evidence that racist attacks on black people are
primarily carried out by Nazis: ordinary British
patriotism is the problem. Anti-fascists do not
challenge patriotism, in fact they support it. They
demonstrate every year against fascists marching
with the other capitalist parties, who fully supported
the World Wars, to remember the dead. They olglect
to fascists tainting the patriotic ceremony with eir
nasty foreign ideas. On Remembrance Sunday 1991,
a speaker from Anti-Fascist Action argued against
burning the Union Jack, and instead set fire to an
imperial German flag.

In Labour-controlled Camden, when the council
started deporting Irish and Bangladeshi workers, the
left pleaded with them to stop doing it, because it
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"played into the hands of the Nazis". It never
occurred to them that the Labour Party were doing
what the fascist groups could only dream about. In
another London borough, Tower Hamlets, Labour
and Liberal councils ran a defacto apartheid policy,
putting Indian and Bangladeshi families in separate
estates from whites. Targetting fascists is a deliberate
strategy by icepick-heads to shield Labour politicians
in local govermnent, though the anarchists involved
in anti-fascism lack the analytical ability to see that
they are being used for this purpose.

The anti-fascist movement’s analysis of the fascist
resurgence in Germany today is basically that
Germans have an inbuilt urge to wear jackboots and
march around doing Nazi salutes. There are even
anti-fascists in Germany who have internalized the
democratic!Zionist guilt trip so completely that they
defend the bombing of Dresden by the Allies! The
following article hopefully goes some way towards
explaining the problem of neo-Nazism from a more
internationalist perspective.

So much for the situation in Britain. Beyond the
white cliffs of Dover, things are a bit more
complicated. Fascists supported by Germany have
democratically taken power in Croatia and started a
civil war. Fascist parties have gained 15 % and more
of the vote in Germany, France and Italy. Though
these parties have little chance of winning power -
their role is to help the state divide white workers
from immigrants to keep wages down, rather than
prevent immigration altogether - they are obviously
more important than their counterparts in Britain or
the USA. Here we publish an account of an anti-
fascist demo in Germany by the German communist
group Wildcat. We don’t completely agree with it.
For example, we don’t like the conclusion that
people join anti-fascist groups because communists
have nothing better to suggest. We always have
something better to suggest: as Wildcat know better
than anyone, there is always some sort of class
struggle going on. The relative downturn at present
is no excuse for supporting the left.
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