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Respondents: Sam and Est her Dol goff (Pen name Sam \Aéi ner)
Interviewer: Ann Allen

June 15, 1972

Wiy don't you start and say a little about where you came fromand first
started working and how you got into the |abor novenent?

VWen | was about fourteen or fifteen, | lived in the Bronx in New York

And the Socialist Labor Party, the Socialist Party, used to have street neet-
ings around the neighborhood. And | becanme very enthusiastic; they appeal ed
to me very strongly. They popul arized everything. They explained all about
Karl Marx and the econom c question, surplus value. | think that was the tinme
when Morris Hillquist was running for mayor or he was running for the assenbly.
There were five socialists, socialist party members, who went to the assenbly.
And | renmenber; when they went to the assenbly, they were packed off to Al bany,
the state assenbly, and they called it the Red Special. They had a car, the
last car, and the five elected candidates went on the car and they had a

great big red banner in the back and they also had a big sign, Socialist Party--
County of New York - On The March To The ReJqution. And a few nonths |ater
they kicked themall out of the assenbly. The Denocrats had them ki cked out

of the assembly. And then Mrris Hllquist ran for mayor and his slogan was -
"Better MIk for Babies" and "Mre MIk for Babies." That was the tinme when
the Russian Revolution was coming around. | can't give you exact dates; |'m
very hazy about it. The Social Denocrats split into two factions, one was the

revol utionary faction and the other was the so called opportunistic or libera
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faction. And | remenber that somebody got on the box, an old socialist, |
forget what his nane was. He got up and he says, "The world is in flanes;

the revolutions have begun; and this son of a bitch is talking about mlk for
babies! And he can't even deliver! Because they threw his friends out of

the assenbly!" And then there was another fellow across the street, the SLP's
a nei ghborhood neeting you know. And the fellow fromthe SLP thought that

the Social Denmocrat was a rank opportunist, and the fellow fromthe Socia
Denmocrats thought that the fellow fromthe SLP was crazy. I'minclined to
think they were both right. They had a shouting match, across the street.

Each one shouted invectives at the other. And finally the fellow fromthe SLP
brought out the heavy artillery: he leveled a charge against the candi date
Hillquist, who was running for mayor. He said, "Is it true or is it not true,"
and he gave his original nane, "that Mdses Hllquist, alias Mrris Hllquist,
Is a lawer for the Burns Coal Conpany?" That was a big conpany in those days,
used to supply coal and deliver ice to the iceboxes. They had no refrigerators.
Vel |, anyhow, | becane a YPSL, Young Peoples Socialist League. But, | kept on
argui ng about the point that the socialist were too opportunistic and all they
t hought about was little petty reforms and the revolution was right there and
they were not behaving right. | had a lot of objections. Wll, that kept up
for awhile and in the interimthey had an election and they broke me in on the
soapbox, They made ne chairman. That's how | got initiated in soapboxerdom
And | was a watcher in Socialist Party elections. There was a fellow running
for judge by the nane of Samuel O r and another one named Pankin. They had a

sign that said, "He Wo Wants A Social Revolution, Vote for Pankin and Sanuel
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Or." Both lawers, by the way, And | got into another arguenent. Sonebody

had told nme or | overheard a very nice phrase; and, |ike a monkey, | inmitated
it. | liked it that much, | didn't even credit the fellow who told me about
it. | claimed it was ny phrase. And | walked up to Samuel Or, the candi-

date, and Jacob Pankin, who |ater became a judge under LaCuardia (a life job).
They had a big meeting and in the mddle of the meeting | got up and | said,
"The Socialist Mvenent is a novenent without a soul and without a spirit. It
is aliving corpse beginning to stench and snell of death, rotten to the core.”
| recited that little piece. And then for some reason or other they brought
charges against me, They expelled me fromthe YPSL's. So, while | was being
expel led fromthe YPSL's, another fellow who |ater becane a candidate got up
and said, "You know what the trouble with you is?" They had heard ny defense
and so forth. "You're not a socialist. You think you're a socialist? You're
not a socialist; you belong with the crazies." He says, 'There's a bunch of
anarchists on Broadway, with a hall and a few |\WVs around, not the good ones,
you know, the nuts, You belong with them you talk just like them" so |
got up and | said, "Well," | said, "that's a sign that they nust be very, very
interesting and I'msure that if they agree with me then they are very intelli-
gent men. That's just what |'mlooking for. Were are they?" "Wll," he
says, | don"t know where the hell they are. ~ Somewheres on Broadway or 18th
Street." So | came down, wal ked down there, and that's how | got in touch
with the anarchists and with the Wbblies. The Wbblies were around that neigh-
bor hood
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Wre you working then?

Ch, yes, yes. | forgot all about that part. \Wen | was about 12, or 11, ny
father was a painter, a housepainter. |n Europe he was a conmissary clerk on
the Trans-Siberian RR They had a bunch of railroad cars and where the track
wor kers slept and another car where they supplied themw th cigarettes, tobacco,
underwear and different things. He had charge of their feeding, He also
pinch hit as tinme keeper. So he cane here and became a housepainter. For
awhile | worked when | was 11 or 12 before going to school in the nornings and
after school, Saturdays and Sundays. | used to work in a grocery, delivering
mlk to the customers. W used to have a dunb waiter. And | received three
dollars a week. That's for working before breakfast, after com ng back from
school and Saturday and Sunday. Then, when they burned the school down to get
me out of elenmentary school (I had a lot of trouble over there too), the old

man said, "Well, maybe you want to go to high school." But at that time | |eft
the grocery and got a job at Continental Can Conpany, that made tin cans. |
wor ked about ten, twelve hours a day and was supposed to go to night high
school. | lasted about three months and quit the night high school. I couldn't
do it anymore. The old man says, "Well, you're hopeless.” Besides, | had to
work, he couldn't afford to pay to send me to college anyhow. So he says, 'Well,
I'I'l break you in to be a housepainter." So at the tender age of 15 | went to
work with the old man to be a housepainter. And, | wouldn't [isten to the old
man and the ol d nman, he says, "Ah, you're no good. | tell you something, you

| augh; you run off. You'll never learn." He says, "lI'mgoing to take you to
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a friend of mne." A fellowfromSwtzerland, a great big husky guy, a very
very particular man, a painter, a contractor, a decorator contractor and very
very fussy, a disciplinarian. He canme fromgood stock; work for himwas |ike
being in the arnmy, The old man cane up to himand he says, "Take ny son and
make a painter out of him And don't treat him good, Cause if you ever treat
hi m good or say one nice word, if you relax for a second in your discipline,

he is going to climb all over you; he'll take advantage of you. Make him a
pai nter. |If he gives you an arguenent, kick himin the ass. And don't re-
lax on him" So that's what this fellow did. So after about two years or so,
or alnmost three years, one day he says to ne, "That is enough! Go now and
work:  You will be alright, I think so," And | becanme a doctor of smearol ogy.
But then | becane bored. Wth work. So I ran away fromhome and | started to
bum around the states. And that's how | got in touch with the WV

D d you soapbox for them when you travel ed?

OCh yes. Well, while | was with the Social Denocrats, | becane a pretty fair
soapboxer. And so they used ny talents, And when | went through with the
Wobbl i es, spoke on West Madison Street, in Chicago. And then | got kicked out
of a lot of jobs, the different railroads, different places, you know. That's
the way | got acquainted with the I'WV

Wiat kind of soapboxing did you do? How did it work?

Vell, nmost of the tine you' d get up there and explain to the workers that they
had to organize into one big union, the WV and if they'd organize then they'd

get better wages, shorter hours, and to hell with all the politicians, W used
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to tell themthe stories, how we got thembetter conditions on the west coast.

The boss woul dn't give theman 8 hour day, so at the end of 8 hours the |unber-

jacks blew a whistle and everybody went home. Then we gave themlittle exanples

of how strikes were won. You know. One exanple was: the Wbbblies were

trying to organize a restaurant. | don't know where. Soneplace out in the

sticks, Sheep Turd, Mntana or sone such place. The boss didn't give a dam,

didn't want to do anything about it. They got a bunch of wobblies together

and they hired out; ostensibly they hired out as strikebreakers. But they were

all Wobblies. They went into the restaurant and they prepared |unch. So one
fellow fried hanburgers in the same dish they made fish in. And anot her

fellow put nustard on top of the rice pudding. And the third one was waiting

on table and he accidently spilled a bow of hot soup on a custoner's heck,

And the place became terribly upset. A mouse tail was found. Al kinds of

things, awful dam things. Vinegar in the mlk. And the boss went crazy you

know. So he ran outside and he said, I'Il settle up with anybody. Get rid

of this mess.”" He didn't know who they. were, you now. "I suspect,"” he says,

"that this is a put up job, It nust be a put up job."

Wiat was the beauty parlor incident you told me about before?

Ch, yeah. That was years later, That happened here in New York City, during

the time of the Wagner Act. That was tinme when people were getting hot about

organi zation. So we had a contact and the contact said, "You know, nmy wife,

she goes to the beauty parlor,, In fact she says she knows somebody who works

in the beauty parlor-and they' re not happy about this job, Mwybe we can organ-
ize the beauty parlor workers." So, they sent me down there, together with

anot her fellow named Red Shannon. | think all the old Wbblies remenber Red
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Shannon. W |ooked nore like stevedores. W didn't look Iike anything. Wth
our brown shirts, you know, that |ooked like a blanket, heavy shoes, and over-
alls, blue overalls, not like now you know. Red Shannon had a pair of brown
overalls; looked like a plunber. Had whiskers you know, W |ooked very unkenpt
and everything else. W went up there and were introduced, There was a bunch
of young girls, dolls, everyone of them beauts, sitting there; and we cane in
there and we addressed themto organize the beauty parlor workers, The girls

| ooked at us and they didn't like us. | could see they were thinking, who the
hel | are these people? Wy don't you send a wonan around or sonething, you
know?- W talked to themand talked to them And they says, 'Vell," they says
"W mght join you, but we're ashaned to picket." "What're you ashamed for?"
"Au, it doesn't look nice, in front of the beauty parlor, everybody knows ne."
"That's the reason we want you to picket. You've got custoners; everybody
knows you; they won't go in there." "I know but what am| going to live on in
the meantime? You gonna pay nmy wages?'. W saw right away that that ain't
going to help, ain't going to help at all. W couldn't do anything+ They said
they'd let us know and so forth and so on

Wiat finally happened?

They joined the AFL, And the AFL told them you don't have to picket. You
don't have to get embarrassed or anything like that, And the AFL sent them

a bunch of nice young fellows, all conmbed and perfumed, real nice looking, They
| ooked |ike a bunch of fairies to me; we saw themlater, And a couple of women

around there. They said, you don't have to picket; you don't have to do any-
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thing; we'll pay you everything. And, they said, we're going to hire pickets

for you. So whomdo you think they hired? They went down to the Bowy and hired
pickets, And they had the goddamed drunks stumbling up and down in front

of the place. "W Beauty Parlor Wrkers Demand Union Recognition.” You'd see

an old drunk, a derelict, could hardly walk, was stunbling. And the "beauty
parl or worker" would take a sip off the bottle every once in awhile, And they
had half a dozen marching, And we cone down there, | thought, how the hel

are you ever going to win a strike like that?- But they won. They won anyhow.

So there you are.

| have another incident. There was a \Wbbly, Herbert Mailer. You ever heard
of Herbert Mailer? Jesus Christ, He was the organizer of the General Defense
Conmttee of the IWW He did, | think, five years as a class war prisoner.

Was a friend of Ralph Chaplin's, And Ben Fletcher. And he told me of one or

two little incidents Wen | got this all; that was in the early 30's. That's
dam near 40 years ago. \Wen one wobbly would wite to another, after the.
connuﬁication he woul d say, Yours for the OBU, Yours for the IVW and so forth,
So | got a hold of Muiler one day, and Miler says, "That ain't no way to

sign a letter:" He says, “In my day when you wote a letter, you says, Yours

for the blood of the masters, signed so and so."

Then he told nme another incident, He had a | ot of these stories. Herb Nailer

was a Canadian, He canme from Canada and he was a very husky fellow, wel
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built and a first rate boxer. In fact he was Victor Mlaughlin's, sparring
partner, You know Victor MLaughlin., He played the novies, novie star. Wl
he cane to the states, around Seattle, and a' lot of things happened. He be-
cane the secretary of the branch, And we had to have sone cultural activities.
So the cultural activities consisted, or one aspect was, that the |IVWVbecame
amateur boxers, And they used to put up a show every once in awhile, They
would train, and they'd get up on the stage, and they'd wear a pair of trunks,
Iww, And they would go like this: if you don't wear the trunks and you get
licked, it's OK But, if you wear the trunks, VWV and you get |icked,

we're going to kick the crap out of you

Then, they had a course in training organizers. They used to train the or-
gani zers how to box. What the hell do you want to train a Wbbly del egate
how to box? Well, they used to go out to the |unbercanps to try to organize
them The fellow would go out there and he'd cone up to the canp and the
foreman or big shot there would come out and he'd say, "Wll; you can organ-
ize us if you lick us." And the fellow there, he was a big husky fellow

and he kicked the crap out of him In two nminutes he was flat, out: He came

back, or rather he craw ed back. "Hey," he says. "I went out on this trip
and they said, if you want to organize me you gotta lick ne. | couldn't
lick them™ "Well," Miiler says, "Don't worry about that. W'Il fix all that

up. "VWe're going to take care of that pretty good.” So he says, "You're in

training now" "Wat do you mean?” "You're in training" Got about half
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a dozen fellows and put themin training, teach them how to box you know.
Boxi ng gloves and skipping rope. And doing all the things that have to be
done. And he didn't pick big husky guys; he picked fellows that |ooked in-
nocent. But A Number 1 boxers. He said, "Now go out and organize the

| unber workers. Constitute yourself a one man educational committee.”
They went out there and they says, "If you want to organize me you have

to lick me." "OK kid, here!" Bap!

Do you renenber the Pal ner raids?

Ch sure | do, sure. Sure | renmenber the Palnmer raids, sure. That was very
very tough times. | remenber here in New York, they used to have, if you
wanted to have a hotdog, you said, gimme a hot dog with some sourkraut, you

know, Kkraut? They said anybody who orders saurkraut is pro-German. So they

enacted a |aw, .they called saurkraut liberty cabbage.
Did you know Emma Gol dman?

Yes,| net her once or twce.

Vhat was she |ike?

Vell, | net her once in the house of her neice, Stella Ballatine, | think.

And the Ballatines, that's the same famly of the Ballatine Books, paperback
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books. In the Village. And | knew that she wasn't no big" husky but I took a

| ook at her, she was a little half pint, Howin the hell alittle half pint

li ke that could make so much noise! And raise such a dickens of hell, you
know.

She didn't have nuch to do' with the WV did she?

Vell, | had the feeling that it was a rather ambiguous relationship. Neither
she nor her sweetheart, the clap doctor from Chi we used to call him Ben
Reitman, they would help out or soap, you know, but | don't think they were
really very enthusiastic about the IWN  Because they considered that the WV
was far too centralized, for one thing. Secondly, there were an awful |ot of
people in her circle who didn't believe in organization altogether. You said
organi zation to them that was like showing a red rag to a bull. They were
inclined to be very individualisticly mnded, and besides that, (I know I

wander here and there but that's alright), | always had the inpression that
she didn't represent the nmovement. See, with her, all her prestige and what
have. you rested upon her personal contacts2 And she was an enormously cour-
ageous and heroic figure in that sense. She was absolutely fearless for that
matter. She happened to get in very solid, with all her revolutionary phraseol ogy
and the hyperbole. Basically, she was not really asking for much nore than what
today would be considered a liberal program Birth control, equal rights for
the wonen, a better education and so forth. There weren't nmany things that

she asked for that the system couldn't withstand; in fact, they would help it.
O course I'mnot talking about socialism but her appeal was not on that basis.

Her appeal rested on these transient issues.
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Wre you involved in the unenpl oyed unions here in New York?

Yeah, | remenber that; that was in the 30's. You had what you called the
unenpl oyed union. The unenployed union had a flat somewhere on the east side,

a cold water flat and the toilet was in the hall and they had a coal stove.
It was way up on the top floor, And the unenployed Wbblies would come around
|f an unenpl oyed fellow came around, the first day or two they fed him On
the second day or third day, in the norning, after breakfast, he was given

a sack and told, you go out there and bring home sone groceries. So they
used to go down to the market; they very seldom bothered retailers. They
went to the fish market; they went to the wholesale grocery district; they
went to the butcher district; they came home with all sorts of things.

This is in New York or Chicago?

Mainly New York, They used to call everything a "union". The "unenpl oyed
union", it was the style. But, they had devel oped one tactic. It was a
very inportant tactic. It was that they would picket the fellows that do work
for shorter hours. They'd say, here we are, we're a bunch of people without
a job, And you guys are working 8 hours, some of you guys are working 10 hours.
You know better than to scab; you're letting me starve to-death while you go
ahead and do this, that and the other thing. And they picketed, And they
used to stress that point, the 4 hour day and the 4 day week nore than anybody-
el se. But, they didn't listen to us. Because everybody was afraid; afraid of
losing their jobs. They wouldn't stick their neck out. Then, they had the
unenpl oyed union in Chicago. And | renenber passing through Chicago at the tine,

The nenbers of the so called unenpl oyed union had to have educational work too.
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So they'd sit there and they' d read History of Syndicalism by Levine, an old
ol d book, the history of the IWN |abor papers and all sorts of things. The
unenpl oyed union would hold street neetings. There's a very hunorous incident
here. While | was there | was boarding in a house of a Jewish fellow,, | had
a roomthere. | don't know what I paid him | think he got three bucks a
week or. sonething like that. That was considered a lot of noney you know

And he was a conmie; | found out that he was a commie. | lived in his house
for about three nonths. | knew him | knew his kids, his wife. He intro-
duced ne to his grandnother; everybody | knew. A typical Jewish famly. |
don't know what he did for a living. | forgot what it was. | think, he

used to work in a place where they knit sweaters. But he was a conme. |
didn't pay any attention to that, didn't think anything of it. But then the
unenpl oyed union would hold neetings, street nmeetings. And we'd get up there;

| think it was on North Avenue we had neetings, not too far from California,
around there, \Washtenaw. And we got up there to talk, you know, and all of

a sudden the commes cane to interupt; And this guy, ny landlord, he said,

"I know this fascist. | know this guy. He is being paid by Hearst. How nuch
money he nakeslfron1this, to fight the workers." And you know, he was brazen
So | cane back the same day; | had a roon1iﬁ his house. He was kind of shane

faced, and he says, "You know how it is." | got rid of him

Then, | remenber, we had a meeting in Gand Grcus Park, in Detroit. The anar-
chists and the Wobblies there used to talk. There was a mayor there naned

Murphy. He believed in free speech. But the radicals there didn't believe in

free speech, So Mirphy, the mayor, he says, "l'minpartial." He says, "Here
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you've got Gand Gircus Park; everybody can talk, And if you're fighting around
the way you're fighting around, |'mgoing to see to it that each one gets

equal time. You can have that corner of this spot for half an hour and the
comm es can have that spot for an hour or whatever it is. You shouldn't fight
about it." But the commies didn't like that; they didn't like that at all.

And they used to conme around all the time to disrupt them damm neetings. So
finally they got an educational conmittee of the Whbblies to keep order. So
they planted the Whbblies in the cromd, They had saps, heavy sticks, wapped
inthe Daily Wrker. And the fellow on the box, he'd get up and he'd say,

"You ain't got the guts enough to acknow edge that you're conmies. | dare you,
if you're commies, raise your hand. Be a man." The minute they raised

their hand, bang! They went to work on them In two minutes they all collapsed.
And when the police cane around they found | ead pipes wapped up in Daily
Wrkers. Then they never bothered with the Wbblies anynore.

Do you remenber that incident on MDougal Street? [To wife.] You tell it.
Vll, the thing was this, the IWVused to conduct street corner neetings. This
was before thel war, the second world war.l't was after the Spanish War, before
the second world war. See the idea was that fascism was still ranpant, that
they had physically won out, and with so many people if you win the thing
materially, then you've won it spiritually too. Anyway, the fascists were rear-
ing their heads, and we had conducted a series of street corner neetings in
which there was kind of battles. They'd come back and some of the boys actually
got beat up. And the communists also did their part, of beating people up.

Bl ackwel I, who had been in Spain and who had not worked with the communists.

He was in the Liberterian League; he was also a nenber of the Wobblies. Wen

he went to Spain, he was with the POUM He becanme nore and nore libertarian
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in his ideas, after he saw what happened in Spain. One time he was wal ki ng
with his child in a baby carriage and they beat himup. The comunists used
to do that, They carried the strong armsquad to the United States and they
beat himup, They beat himup badly. It didn't matter to themthat he had
a baby in the carriage. But that's besides the point. The |WVand ot her
libertarians, anarchists, they would carry out street corner neetings, mostly
the Wbblies at that tine. To say about fascism the rise of fascism W
had a neeting on MDougal Street telling about the IVWand at first there was
And some of them heard Samis name. | don't know if he told you
about that. And they began with their fascistic, racist ideas, we call it
racist now. They yelled "Sam Sam" with a Jewi sh accent. "Go back where
you came from Sam Sam" And they kept it up. And the people comng out of
the saloons, the village has plenty of them especially MDougal Street, they
kept up this sing song. And one wonan said, "Let's throw himoff the box."
A nice dressed woman; she was very stylish. And she says, "Let's dunp the
box." Well Sam stood there for all this while. And finally, silence had
its effect, And finally they stopped. And Samsaid, "I've been hearing that
| should go back to where | came from In the words of the famous Dr. G sh,
it's a physiological and biological inpossibility." And that broke the ice;
everybody started laughing. And he gave his speech and the usual questions
were asked. "You're just working against your country, patriotism ny son..."
Sam sai d he ought to be ashaned of hinself, he has a son that means so little
to himhe's willing to send himoff to inperialist wars. And that's that. |
won't recapitulate the whole speech. But the idea was that there was a noral

victory. For instance, we talked to people a great deal. As | said, they heckled,
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Ve held the attention, but still there were stragglers that heckled. There
was a man and he was putting out literature and so | said, "Wiy don't you
listen?" He said, "Vell, | believe in free speech." | said, “No, you don't,"
He said, "lI'ma professor at New York University." | said, "Shane on you This
is an open air class. Do you allow people in your class to heckle you? W
have a question period, even a discussion period. You can get up and say

your piece. And if you don't like that, you go across the comer; you get
yourself a box; and you get up and try to hold a cromd. This is an open air
class. And you don't know anything about free speech and you claimthat you
teach in New York University." So, he became apol ogetic and he took sone of
the literature to save his face. And nade a joke of it. The cops kept
pushing the drunks into the meeting. And there was one fellow by the nane of
Freddy MIler. He's dead and gone but he was a saint, a walking saint. And
he says to the cops, "Wat are you doing, pushing these drunks in here?" He
says, "This is a class, this is a neeting of the IWW Your job is to take
the drunks out of the neeting." And anyway, we won norally., W held our
ground. Before Sam got off, he says, "Nowll want it to be as quiet for the
next speaker, Fellow Wrker , as it was for me. You' ve behaved your-
selves, finally, beyond reproach. Now Iis£en to the next fellow worker the
way you have to me." And we had a moral victory, What happened? "Ch, ny
uncle was an WV He was an old tinmer. | renenber him" 'My father was a
menber of the IWN" Everybody became menbers-of the IWN But it was a very
exciting neeting. And | think that those that were present were bound to

have |earned sonmething. A thing like that has an effect on people
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Because \Wbblies, the ones that | renmenber, all had a sense of humor. They
were able to speak in their own |anguage; they had in fact devel oped a kind
of language. It was hunormous. It also came fromtheir practical life so it
had vitality. It wasn't just phrases. So, it went over with a bang. W had
a noral victory. They asked questions and they got up on the box. After
that they wanted to buy the speakers drinks. In fact the worst heckler

took Samin for a couple of beers. This is a true story.

There were other things that were outstanding. For instance, in that book
that was put out, supposed to be synpathetic to the \Wbblies, used to sel

for twelve dollars. | forgot her name, Cornfeld or something. She was sup-
posed to have some sociol ogi cal essays or excerpts, and there they talk

about the Wbblies being msfits, and they talk about them being the bumery.
In fact, the respectable working class used to call them the bumery.

The SLP called us the bunmery. The Detroit Wbblies used to call the Chicago
Wbbl i es the bumery, And the Detroit \Wbblies were run by the SLP, headed
by Dani el EELéon.

Now in answer to this sociological study, and this was supposed to be sym
pathetic and she has quite a nice few poens that were witten by \Wbblies

and songs, but in answer to her sociology, we're happy, we're proud of the
fact. Like Hannah Arendt tal ks about these perfectly nornal people who fitted
so well into Hitler's regime. | happened to wite a review of her book, and
| said, we're very proud of these ill fitting people with all their quirks

who stand up on their two feet and see the injustice. And try to do some-
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thing about it. That's not sick; it's healthy. And so, they called us the bumery.
There was an esprit de corps with the Wbblies, | don‘t knowif it's
still with the young people. You could come into any Wbblie's house and if
they knew you were a Wobbly the door was open, They woul d share pot | uck,
whatever they had, their food, their clothes, everything. And you'd be sur-
prised, there are incidents always in any organization, especially a nmass or-
gani zation, but what solidarity there really was. | know that the sailors,
they came off the ships, they always asked, they didn't even have to ask, they
woul d hand, they called it piece off, they would hand some of their wages

sonme of their noney to fellow workers that had come to the hall and piece each
one off. In case they weren't working and they needed it. It wasn't a
question of charity or asking you if you needed it; it just was done. O
course, with that, a lot of it was wasted because, well |'ma teetotaler, but
that's part of it | guess. There'd be quite a bit of drinking. But, as

told the woman who was here yesterday, every Wbbly Hall had a very good library.
And every Wbbly branch or hall tried to have forums. That was not the busi-
ness neetings but forums to which the outside would be invited and try to have
speakers. And then they woul d have C ass War Prisoners Balls, around Christ-
mas tine, to gather funds for any class war prisoner, didn't matter whether

he was a nember of the IWWor not. Then of course they had nonthly dinners to
hel p pay for the expenses of the Hall. The young Wbblies used to have their
own neetings. They were taught how to run a neeting, | remenber when our
young people, when ny son was a youngster, a teenager, that there was a young
fellow, the secretary of the hall, and he took these young kids and he said,
"Now you're chairman. You run the neeting." And they tal ked about rules of

order. And ny son, comng from our household, | don't knowif he got it from
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us, but he had that feeling, what do you need all these rules of order? But
they said, "This is the way the Wbblies run the neetings." And each one was
given a chance to learn how to run the meeting and also how to take care of the
books. So it was no nystery. Each conmittee, appointed at the neeting, would
go to look at the books, audit the books," Wich is quite a denocratic
procedure. They had a very sinple system of auditing the books., Now the boys
were taught that. One time we went to a neeting, which was not a Wbbly neet-
ing and they said, "Wat do we need a chairman for?" And the first fellow who
got there and had the |oudest voice, he did all the speaking. And | said, ny
son was present, and | said, "you see why, we have the rules of order? So that
everybody had a chance, not the one who's loudest or has the nost dom nant per-
sonality. So this is very inportant. The reason that | bring this up is not
just that I'mwandering. It's that |'ve been present at quite a few neetings
of the so called young left, and they don't know how to conduct a meeting. It
was amazing to me. It was absolutely amazing. A a big neeting, it wasn't a
mass neeting, it was a convention or a conference where people cane from
different parts of the country. They probably cane there with something to say
or they wouldn't have made the trip. They would get up to speak, and then some-
one would cone and cut in on them and it was a nmish nosh. By the tine you
were through, no one heard anyone. Now that is a disgrace. Because the hunble
\obbl i es, these bums, they at |east knew how to conduct their meetings. And
| think that's very inportant, It's the basis of denbcracy. You have in the
ot her unions where they don't give you a chance, it's all taken care of be-

fore hand and they go through a kind of symbolic or hypocritical procedure.
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The Wobblies were one of the few unions with blacks init.

Ch yes. Down south they had some of the first nmeetings for blacks and whites;
they had to have themin the open air.

Did | ever tell you about Ben Fletcher in Norfolk, Virginia? Ben Fletcher was
addressing a neeting in Norfolk, Virginia, and you know Ben Fletcher was very,
very black. And he was tal king about racial equality and so forth and so on.
Some of the racists in the crow, the white racists, wanted to enbarass him
or get himto say sonething that would provoke a riot So they asked hima
question* They said, "Ben, what do you think of a black man living with a
white woman? Ben | ooked around, he |ooked all around. He said, "I don't see
many people here that's any blacker than ne,"

When Ben Fletcher was in jail the trustee was a colored fellow but he nmade
life mserable for him Because everyone was against the |WY called it the
| "trouble-u trouble-u," and "I won't work." They were supposed to be crimnal
syndicalists. There was a great persecution of the IWY And the jail, which
Is a reflection of the society outside, there's quite a few articles on that
subject in the English Anarchy magazine, but that's another thing. But he
was mserable to him But when Ben Fletcher got out, he was wal king al ong
the street and this trustee had gotten out by that time and he met him And
the trustee, he said, black as he was, he turned white when he saw Ben. But
Ben, he went up to himand said, "How do you do? How do you feel ?" And he
was able to talk to himand start some ideas in his head, But that's the kind
of man that he was. He was quite brilliant and he was a printer, in Philadel-

phia, Then he worked for the |ong shoremen. He organized thousands on the docks



Dolgoff - 21

in Philadel phia. But what gets ne is the things that they called for, it seens
cruel that they would have to fight that hard. For instance, to have
grappling irons, not to grab the freight when it came in by the hands. You
woul dn't think that they'd have to fight so hard for it. Now of course it's
all mechanized but not at that time. \Wen he was so crippled the FBI stil
foll owed him around, fearing his powers to organize. He had beautiful English
beautiful diction. He was a printer and he started early to be interested in
social questions. And so he fought for the VW And |'ve often wondered
here is a bona fide, true blue hero. They have such characters that they
choose as their synbols, the colored people. And no one hears of him You
know, when he was jailed against the first world war and they gave himten
years, they gave long sentences then.- Hs turn came up and the judge said,
"Have you anything to say?" He says, "Your grammer's very poor judge, and
you sentences are too long." He was a well read nman, He had a dignity, and
he worked hard for his living. He was no pie card artist, As | told you
he was so crippled, he had to push the dolly. W had so many of these people
so devoted. And that's what an organi zation needs, very devoted and ideal -
istic people.
VWhat about the women?
Vel |l many of themeven when they were ol d, when the Whbblies were not a
force, wherever they worked, for instance, this wonan that |'m speaking of,

she came to a shop to work and the toilet was stuffed, it ran into the shop
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itself, It was supposed to be a very fine shop, but this is how the workers
were. Many of the things Wbblies took for granted that they should be rec-
tified, in fact, any union. But there was a laxity. The worker was so afraid,
especially the ol der worker, of being fired, and when he's fired he | oses his
nmedi care, a whole series of things. Wat we used to call quenching the fires
of revolution with a bow of soup. So this woman, being an old lady, and the
others were quite a few ol der ones there, got together. She convinced them
that it was within their rights and they had every right to see that sanitary
conditions were there. Mstly they were Italian wonen that were there. In
the end they won out. They got everything and they made a party for that
sanme wonan and they gave her a gift. But see, a Wbbly always had nore in-
fluence than their physical nunbers were. Their greatest trick was in being
the conscience of the |abor novenent. And every |abor novenent, | don't care,
every organization, needs a conscience. Every social novenent needs a
conscience. They were very active. And their greatest work was when they
pushed the AFL and the other unions nore to the left. And some of the things,.
like not crossing the picket line, the Wbbl ies were not the only ones who
said that, but this is what they put their enphasis on. On solidarity, on
not crossing the picket line, on never sabatoging another working class
organization. As | said, it's very inportant to have a conscience.

VWat about Matilda Robbins?

| didn't know her but | read her things. She was on the lecture tour. | nay
have seen her at meetings, but | don't renenber. But she was a very beauti -

ful witer,. You can look up her articles and her poems. W had any nunber of
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of good wonen witers. Then we had, as | said, a college here in New York
city.
What kind of a college?
It was on 94 (?) Fifth Avenue was the address. One old fellow worker cane
forward, he taught speech at, | think it was New York University. Another
man worked on the New York Tines and he was a reporter. He knew about
journalism There were any nunber of people who canme forward;: fromtheir
professions, to teach. Now the people came from work, they didn't have an
opportunity to go out or home, so the women made food which was sold at very
smal| prices. So that people could get a sandwich and coffee and salad, you
know. And the wonen also practiced what they learned in the classes. One
place that | was interested in, or took part in, was the class in speech.
And all termwe had to get in front of the class. First we stood up by our
seat, and said who we-were and etc. Then we had to put on a formal speech.
Then the graduating class, we had a soap box out on the corner with a big

sign- Gaduating Cass | WV Speech Class. W had to get up on the box and
make a speech; Let me tell you, it was very different than getting up in

class or speaking in front of a little group. You'd be shaking. And its
very hard to maintain an audience. But the public was very, very interested
And proud, they thought we did sonmething wonderful. It was the depths. of the
depressi on,

VWhat ot her kind of classes did they have besides speech?

Journalism  They would do sinple pieces up for the IW And they had art

classes and you'd be surprised what beautiful, beautiful things they did
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You could throw ne over with a feather, the ones that did the nost beautiful
work. The ones you |east suspected. Not only that, but a place where people
cone together for sonmething creative is always stimulating. It always gives
a good feeling and it always |eads to better things

I What about child care?

W Well, | suppose in the other days when people went to work. | wouldn't know
too much about that, W helped each other out. Sometinmes when | think back,
| was a Catholic Worker all by nyself. It wasn't charity, | can't even cal

it social services, it was friendship really. 1'd have people walking in wth
a child. They had to go to the doctor and they didn't know where to |eave
the other baby. They had to buy a pair of shoes or they just wanted to visit.
It got to be very difficult, because, as | said, in every mass organization,
not everybody is of the same background. And sone people |ooked at it, either
you're a fool because they know they have to pay babysitters, or that you're
stupid. O they, | don't know how to explain it. But after a while | told
one person, "Has it ever occurred to you that we have a group of people who
l ook at things differently? So what may beto you stupidity, to us is very
inportant?" Such a thing as friendship, hospitality concern over a young
kid who was stranded,- he has a check to pay for his room but they won't
accept the check.
|: Did the woren in the Wbblies do a lot of direct organizing?

W Wiy yes | told you. Sure they did. Wnen organized wherever they were

That's the strength of a Wbbly. \Werever they were they were able to give

an incentive or an outlook to the worker. This is a case that | know. They
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went because everybody was working and | had time; ny kids were in school at
that time; so | had free time. And they all thought it was a wonderful idea,
that we should do sonething for the workers of Spain; and nothing happened.
They kept putting us off. | kept going there, and | got so sick and tired of
it. But Norman Thomas was not in town, so whole organizations were paralyzed.
Nobody did anything because the |eader wasn't there. | said, but you agreed
toit. It's inportant. Tine is being wasted; This was really to save |ives
There were 11 conrades, fellow workers, that were up for execution. And al
over the world were protests. There were posters in France as big as this wall
They said, "Down Wth The Assasins.” Big yellow posters with great big black
letters. And the |eading people all over the world were protesting this mas-
sacre. Because these people had not only fought against Franco; they fought
in the resistance in France.- Sonme of them were internationally known people.
And they came back to Spain and at this late date they were carrying out their
vendetta. So we had this thing before, us. W said, time is of the essence
why can't you start doing things?. So they, waited and finally Norman Thonas
came. And | ﬁent there with Blackwell. As | said, | had time, | don't want
to give nyself undue credit, you know, the wonen. And we had to educate
Thomas actual |y, because he had been away. He responded beautifully to it.
Ve had neetings of several organizations. And we knew that we'd have to be the
Jimy Higgins, because it was our thing. W gave the noney to print the |eaf-
lets. To start the thing going. And we took the background, because we were

interested in saving lives. And we had some wonderful response from people
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that had gone far away fromthis scene. They had clinbed up the | adder so
beautifully. Later on of course it gets to be a routine thing and only the
very interested people conme. | remenber that people we didn't neet for years
had showed up. Through our protests, five people were saved and six were
executed. W felt that we were part of that big novenment to protest such a
massacre. The Wobblies did take part in that; they initiated it, you see

And the wonen did take part, And we were able to see the difference, with
all the faults; of a libertarian organization; at |east there was no hierarchy.
W sonetines think it's too |oose; that's what we were conplaining about. But
everybody is notivated. W made calls to different organizations. Sam and the
Bl ackwel I's sat up one night to conpose a tel egram which woul d be acceptabl e
to Geen, at that tinme they had a convention, to present the protest of one
| abor movenment to another. They did take it up, in fact they said it could
have been a bit stronger. But that's how history is witten. A fellow like
Geen could get up and speak his piece but it was witten by the \Wbblies

But they did make a protest; it's better than letting it go as if nobody.

cared. And five people were saved. And the criticism They said to us, "Ha
you're going wth Norman Thomas." The purists, you know, they were doing
nothing nost of the time. And | told them when a person is dead, that's the
end, And these are conrades. If we had to get down on our knees and actually
kiss the behind of the pope, if we felt he could save all of them we'd do it.
Because when you're dead, that's the end. And so, quite a few interesting

things that |'ve seen.. And the years went by. And when | stop to think, what
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did 1 do? It's just on a larger scale, everything. Instead of better, it's
gotten worse. Because the way things in Spain failed, that to me was the

turning point.
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