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MARTIN SMALL

11* IS IN THE COMPREHENSIVE scn0oL--in the contrast and disparity
between its theory and its practiceðthat the democratic nature of the
culture which we inhabit in England today is tried, tested and found
wanting. This is the conþict Leila Berg has endeavoured to describe in
her Risinghill: Death of a Comprehensive School (Penguin Books, 6s.),
but which she has unfortunately mixed up with an attack upon the
oflicials of the Inner London Education Authority and an unnecessarily
melodramatic picture of Michael Duane as a prince of light against a
legion of darkness. Darkness and light are not in two separate and easily
distinguishable sets of men, but all around us---our whole culture
displays the conþict between the principles of mutual aid and of hostility
which is the conþict within all of us, perhaps more clearly than any
previous culture: to identify this conþict within ourselves and others,
and to endeavour to transcend it and to help others to do so, is the
task before him who would reform societyð-not to identify the conþict
as between ourselves and others: for that there is such a conþict is the
myth which enslaves human society. ñA story of a courageous
headmaster, Michael Duane, and the story of the closure of his school,
it is a blistering indictment of educational bureaucracy and bureaucrats,
of intolerance and stupidity.ò (Ronald Deadman in The New Statesman,
26th April, 1968.) By giving a licence to this sort of trite comment
which ignores the real tragedy of Risinghill, Leila Berg has failed to take
adequate precautions to prevent the subsequent controversy over her
book from obscuring the issues which the story of Risinghill should
bring into prominence and debate. Leila Berg's horror stories of her
encounters with the officials of the ILEA do not add to our under-
standing of oþicials and ofýcialdom: her patronising division of the
teachers on the staff at Risinghill-ð-ñSome were very good, generous and
imaginative. . . . [Others] had long ago surrendered their personality,
the wishes and beliefs of their own personal life. . . . A third section
had ýrst been bewildered, and then, under the inþuence of Michael
Duaneôs personality, decided of their own accord to do what he
wanted . . ."ðdoes not enable us to understand better the particular
neuroses of the teaching profession. But they have encouraged the
subsequent controversy around her book to concentrate on the rudeness
and inconsiderateness (or the absence of it) in Duaneôs attitude to the
ILEA or to his staff or on the obviously unresolvable dispute about
whether Duane was or was not ordered to use corporal punishment by


































