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INTRODUCTION

The comrades around "THE AGITATOR" and "NEW GENERATION" herc attompt
to bring to the British Labour Movement some first hand news of the trom—
endous struggles now being waged by the Belgian working class.

"STRIKE DIARY" is the rccord of what onc of our comrades heard and
saw during a short visit to Belgium between Christmas and the New Year.
We produce this document in the hope that it will give an accurate idea of
the mood and atmosphere of the Belgian struggle. The present strike is
probably one of the greatest Burope has ever known.

The detailed background to the current events will be found in the
second article in this pamphlet, "BELGIUM 1961".

We here recall a few key facts which will assist an understanding of
the diary.

l. In 1950 a general strike had led to the abdication of King Leopold.
In 1958-59 workers, and in fact whole villages, had taken part in widespread
strikes and struggles in protest at the closing of the nationalized Borinage
coalfields. The present strike is the culmination of a growing movement of
social protest that has been building up over many years.

2. The economic situation of Belgium has been slowly deteriorating
for several yecars. The latest and most drastic attempt to improve it, ot the
expense of the working class, was the introduction of the Loi Unique, which
cut into workers' purchasing power and threatened their conditions of work.

3. On Deccember 14, a one-day demonstration was called by the Social-
ist Party and the Trade Unions to protest against this law. It met with
tremendous success.

4. On December 0, the day the decbate on the new law began in Parl-
iament, the Municipal workers came out on official, nationwide, strike.
While most of the other unions were discussing what to do next, a spontan-—
cous movement of unparalleled coxtent swept the country like a tidal wave.
The official strike call, which camc a few days later, was the endorsement
of an accomplished fact. Within a week nearly a million workers were out.
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STRIKE

BRUSSELS, Wednesday, December 28.

11 am. This is the seventh day. of
the struggle.

At the Air Terminal, the escala-
tor is not moving. Current, says the .
Government must be economised. Buses
and trams have stopped. Refuse blows
along the pavements that have not been
swept for days. The weather is clear
and sunny, but very cold. A few peo—
ple hurry about their business. There
seem to be plenty of cars. Petrol
distribution is not seriously affected.
In the Air Terminal windows, an enor-—
moug portrait of the recently married
royal couple. This is a bit provoca—
tive, I feel, and unlikely to endure.

The Central Railway Station is
almost deserted. Out of curiosity,
I walk in. Well provided with light
weapons, small groups of soldiers in
green and brown camouflage uniform
gtand disconsolately about. In the
poorly 1it central hall an enormous
blackboard announces: *In view of the
social conflict, no communications can
be ensured in any direction'. People
walk up to it, stare, read it once,
twice, three times... and walk silen—
tly away. One ticket kiosk is open.
'A train to Liege? No, Sir. We have
no information, Sir. If you would
call again in a couple of hours, Sir,
we may know something more. We cannot
guarantee that you will arrive, Sir'.
I wonder whether the man behind the
counter is obsequious because he is a
scab or whether it's the other way
round.

O S S

At a little kiosk I buy a copy
of Le Peuple, the official organ of

the Belgian Socialist Party (PSB). It
announcos a big demonstration for that

DIARY

morning. At the Maison du Peuple,
the Party Headquarters, I am told
the dircction the procession has
moved. After an hour I catch up as
it is about to disperse. About two
or three thousand people are still
thronging a broad crossroads. A
tram has been surrounded and its
front window smashed. The crowd is
swarming around another tram. Pos—
ters proclaim 'NO, to the New Law!'
and 'Why must we always pay?'.
'Eyskens, resign' chants the crowd
in yhythm. Other groups are shou~
ting 'Byskens, to the gallows!'.
There are masses of young people
there.

Two. hefty-looking lads, one
about 25, the other older, tell me -
they are tram drivers. This is the
first day of a token strike of the
Brussels tramwaymen. All the tram-—
Workegs belonging to the Brussels
FGTB = nhave been called out. The
Catholic trade union has instructed
its members to remain at work. For
psychological reasons, they tell me,
all the scabs have been concentrated
on the 6 am shift, 'to give the pu~—
blic an impression that many trams
are still running'. 'Look!', they
say, 'they have taken out the smal-
lest trams they could and the ones
in the worst state of repair.

* The Federation Generale des Tra—
vailleurs Belges is the equivalent
of the TUC., It differs however in
that it has a number of semi-auto-
nomous regional organizations, each
comprising the representatives of
various trades and occupations in

a gilven area. :



They'd never allow an old tram like
that on the lines in ordinary times.
They won't run them for long. There's
a rule that if, for any reason, a tram
window 1s broken, the vehicle must re-~
turn to the depot'. 'If it can'ychip-
ped in the other, laughing.

The crowd starts marching down
one of the main shopping streets, sin-
ging the Internationale. The police
half-heartedly throw a cordon of about
30 men across it. They are only one
deep. Good-humourcdly the crowd turns
the edges of the cordon, or even walks
gtraight through it, and procceds down
the boulevard, singing, laughing and
shouting. I see the banncrs of the
Socialist Youth. They are very inte-—
rested to learn how closely some peo—
ple in Britain have been following
their struggle. Fraternal bonds are
established within a few minutes.
'This is something', one of them says,
"that neither your rulers nor ours
will ever understand'.

L

2 pm. The Socialist Youth (Jeunes

Gardes Socialistes) are
very helpful. Mobilitcd since the
struggle began, their working head-
guarters is a long, dark room.in g
little side street just behind the .
Maison du Peuple. It is a constant
hive of activity. One of the comrades
accompanics me to their official offi-
ce in the Party Headquarters. I am
given my passport to Socialist Belgiums
a letter of introduction from the
Jeunes Gardes.

The comrade then takes me to the
national FGTB headquarters, a massive
modern well-equipped building, just
like 'official' trade union headquar-
ters anywhere else. The walls are
hung with large portraits of the aged
and bearded founders of the Belgian
Labour and Trade Union movement. I am

consuming procedure.

introduced to Andre Renard's secre-
tary. HRenard -is assistant .secretary
of the FGTB and is generally regarded
ag the official spokesman of its
'left! wing, a kind of Belgian Cou=-
sins, with a big following in the
industrial region around Liege.

I explain my purpose to her.
Our interview is constantly inter-
rupted by incoming and outgoing te-
lephone calls, themselves a time~-
The conversa-
tions are constantly interrupted or
branched onto wrong numbers. The
grossly restricted staff of scabs at
the Central Telephone Exchange must
be having an exhausting time. At
the FGTB the delays are accepted
with patience and a sort of amused
pride. 'In Brussels, everything is
normal' the wireless has just announ—
ced. I reflect on the multiple as-
pects of a telephonist®w' strike in
a period of mass social upheaval.

Finally I meet Andre Renard
for a few minutes. Here is the
'anarchist', the 'revolutionary!,
the actual villain in the ‘eyes of the
screaming bourgeois press. Looking
younger than his years, an immensely
self-confident man, he is obviously
aware of the tremendous strength of
several hundred thousand miners and
metal workers in the Walloon area.

At least for the time being they seem
to speak one language and he appears
to be the embodiment of their will

to struggle.

He assures me that I will en-
counter no difficulties from the
strike pickets and trade unions in
the Walloon area and wishes me good
luck in my tour. 'Tell your readers
that we will fight this to the end!
he says. His secretary appends a
few lines to my 'pass' which is rtiow
an open-sesame to strike-bound
Belgium. We leave.

'No applications in writing!



No referal of the matiter to this or
that sub—committee!! I comment to my
young friend, delighted at the infor-
mality and helpfulness just -encoun—

tered. 'They have to... now' he
answered.

* ¥k K ¥
9 pm. .With the picket, outside the

Brussels Main Post Office
and Sorting Station. This is an
mous modern building, some 300 yards
long and perhaps 10 storeys high.
Half an hour ago the postmen's dele~

gate had called at the Socialist Youth
Headquarters asking for reinforcements.

A dozen comrades quickly go there.
Soon we are joined by other hastily
summoned reinforcements.

The majority of the 2000 postal
workers attached to the office have
been on strike for about a week. The
scabs are still working, protected by
tommy—gun carrying parachutists and
gendarmes. All the sorting of inco-
ming and outgoing mail for the Brus-—
sels area takes place here.  Only one
entrance ig in use, for both pedes-
trians and vehicles. This leads wn-
der an arch and into a small yard -
and is very heavily guarded. DBetween
9 and 9.30 pm the shifts change.

Work at the office goes on round the
clock. The authorities seem well
aware of the importance of maintai-
ning even a skeleton staff. Fast-
moving, heavily guarded lorries carry
the scabs in and out. They are loud-
1y booed. The picket, which numbers
perhaps 50 people, is not allowed
within 80 yerds of the entrance to
the depot and contact, verbal or phy-

sical, with the scabs is not possible.

Such is the present relation of for -
ces. At the moment, little can be
done to alter it. The lads cn the

QoI

- picket.

picket seem however just as aware
as the authorities of the necesgsity
to maintain a substantial picket.

I am repeatedly told it is one of
the key points of the strike in the
Brussels area.

It is extremely cold. We
walk up and down, along the pave-
ment, between the arrival and de-
parture of the scab lorries. Only
a small minority of the picket seem
to be post office workers. The
rest are militants from other unions,
the Socialist Party and the Jeunes
Gardes. .

T interview a young postal
worker, who has worked for 5 years
at this depot. He tells me that .
for the first few days. there was a
massive picket of post-office wor~
kers. 'But there were too many
troops. We now only send a token
We know who's working!.

I question him about the or—
ganization of the post office wor-
kers at this depot (Bruxelles X -
Bureau de Tri). About fifty per-
cent apparently belong to the 'Cen-
trale Ggnerale des Services Publics!
an affiliate of the FGTB. About
thirty percent belong to the Catho—
lic 'Confederat ion Syndicale Chre-
tienne'. The others are either not
in uwnions or are members of the
'Syndicats neutres'.

He tells me that in the FGIB,
to which he belongs; there are 1o
regular branch meetings for the
workers in his department. . Every
so often, when important decisions
have to be imparted to the men, the
union leaders convene a meeting.
Such meetings may be attended by
up to eighty percent of the men.
'The leaders tell us what they have
decided. Then they take the tempe-
rature of the meeting. If there is
massive opposition, things are mo-—



dified'. I ask him if there arc cver
mass meetings of all the workers om-—
ployed in a given department or sec—
tion, irrespective of their particular
union affiliation. No, he says. He
agrees it would be a good idea. e
are very divided. It weakens us'o

He had been in the Socialist Youth
movement but now concerns himself ex—
clusively with trade union matters.
He has heard of and is intcrested in
" the British Shop Stewards movement.

He tells me how union delegates
are clected at his place of work.
There are yearly clections to deter-—
mine the distribution of delegates,
between the various unions ‘catering!
for post office workers. 'In a given
office, the elections may show that

the FGTB will be allocated 3 delegates,,

the Christians 2, the others 1. The
FOTB will then assemble its supporters
separately, to elect its 3 delegates'.
These are not revokable during their
tenure of office. 'We don't sce as
much of them as we would like'.

At this stage a platoon of about
20 gendarmes marches past us on the
pavement. They are greeted with a
resounding Internationale. They glare
at us as they march by.

* k¥

General Assembly at the
Socialist Youth Head-

1030 pm.

quarters.
present, sitting on crates and chairs
in various states of disrepair. About
a third of them are girls. No one
secems much over 30. A single light.
The corners of the room are in dark-—
ness. On onc side a big stove. On
the walls posters about the Algerian’

Revolution, posters relating to their
own activitics and a portrait of Lenin.

About 40 young comrades are

Earlier that afternoon they had met
and discussed what they would do the
following day. Certain slogans had
been collectively decided upon:
'iyskons to the gallows'! - - 'For a
strike to the finish' - 'The ban-
kers must pay' - 'The soldiers

are with us' - 'The factories to
the workers'. Two comrades had been
delegatced to contact the Communist
Youth to explore the possibilities
of united action for Thursday.

The Communist Youth, the dele~
gatos report, had agreed to all the
slogans cxcept the last one. The
delegation had thereupon agreed to
omit the 'offending' slogan. When
they announced this to the Assembly
there was an unholy rumpus. 'Mandate
ecxceeded' they were told again and
again. An overwhelming vote was
taken dissociating the mecting from
the actions of its delegates and
pledging support for the controver-
sial slogan. The delegates were
instructed to contact the Communist
Youth again, informing them of the
decisgions 'We will march separately,
if necessary. We will carry the slo-
gans of our choice'. '

The posters are made. Next
day the slogan 'The factories to the
workers' was to be taken up again
and again by the crowd. Various
papers carried pictures of comrades
carrying this poster. It was shown
on the television newsreel. The
message had been taken into tens of
thousands of working class homes.



Today, there has been a further
extension of the strike. 35,000 metal
workers in the Senne valley have downed
tools. The strike has spread to the
engineering works of Peugeot, Raguenau,
Metallurgia, Rateau, Acomal and Stan—
dard Triumph. It also spread at Ypres,
at Courtrai and at Alost. The furni-
ture workers at Malines and both boot
and shoe operatives and textile workers
at Termonde have joined the strike.

There have been massive demons-
trations al Bruges and at Ghent, where
10,000 demonstrators paraded in the
streets. There were several violent
scuffles with the police. At Namur a
gendarme told the strikers: ‘'You can
have angther Grace—Berleur, if you want
one! ‘',

At Hewstal, an industrial suburb
of Liege, 5000 strikers assembled to
hear Lambion, the secretary of the -lo-
cal metal workers federation. At Liege
2000 railway workers walked through the
streets and then paraded in front of
the railway station singing the Inter-—
nationale, 15,000 workers assembled in
the industrial town of Huy, 8000 at -
Waremme »

‘At Charlerol, a recently arrived
comrade tells us, the strikers had
formed encrmcus queoues outbtside the Post
Office, where a few scabs are still
working, under heavy police protection.
Any genuine customers arriving had been
sent to the end of the queue, where
they soon lost patience. One by one,
the strikers had entered the Post Offi-
ce to buy ten centiun: (nalf-penny) '
stamps, each holding out a bank note
and telling the scab to hurry up and
give them change. 'That's what you're
there for, isn't 1t?' they had asked.

” At Grace-Berleur, ncar Liege, three
striking workers were shol dead by the
Gendarmeriec in 1950, during the massive
agitation against King Leopold.

l

AFPEAL TO THE

TROOPS

SOLDIERS,

The Belgian working
class is engaged in a decisive
struggle for its right to lifec.

The Government wishes
to usc the Army and the Gen~
darmerie to try and break the
strike and to repress the
soclal struggle now taking
place.

We ask you to understand
and to do your duty.

If asked to replace wor-—
kers in enterprises or ser-
vices immobilised by the strike
just cross your arms. '

If brought face to face
with strikers or demonstrators
remember that they are your
parents, your brothers, your
friends. Fraternisc with them.

You were called up to
defend the country, not to
stranglc it. Have no fears. .
The whole socialist workers'
movement is there to defend
you.

Soldicrs,

Don't be traitors to
your class. We count on you.

'ACTION COMMUNE'!

(First published in La Wallonioc;
24.12.60. See p. 11).




BRUSSELS, Thursday, December 29.

10,00 am. By 10.00 amy; an cnormous
crowd has alregdy assembled in front
of the Maison du Peuple, the Headguar-
ters of the Socialist Party, of the Co-
operatives and of the Mutual Aid So-
cieties. Together with the FGTB unions
these three organizations constitute
the Action Commure which is 'running'!
the strike.

Here are the working people of
Brussels in their thousands: metal
workers and engineers from the ‘'red!
suburb of Forest, railway workers,
tramwaymen, post office workers, Gover-—
nment and municipal employees, shop
gi ls and white-collar workers from
offices all over the city, old and
young, sceasoned veterans and peoplc
participating in this sort of thimg
for the first time, all of them united
in .their opposition to the latest Go-
vernment proposals, all of them deter-—
mined to say 'No! it will not always

cannot be amended, that it must be
rejected wholesale, that Government
propaganda is mendacious, that the
movement igs spreading, that victory
is assured and that the Government
cannot but be impressed at the nume-
rical strength and self-discipline
of the thousands of demonstrators.
The crowd listens happily in the
pale wimter sunshine. Contingents
from some of the big cities (CGhent,
Antwerp, Liege) march up the street,
singing the Internationale, and are
loudly applauvded. Finally the pro-—
cession sets off, socialist parlia-
mentarians and provincial delegations
in the lead, a broad river of red
flags and posters denouncing the law
in Flemish and French, overflowing
its banks, lapping up small streams
of demonstrators joining it at va~
rious points,

4

Slowly the procesgion proceeds

be at our expense that they solve their to the fringes of the so-called neu~

problems'. It is an improssive sight.
The crowd swarms over the pavements,

overflows into the neighbouring streetsare not permitted.

Vendors selling Le Peuple ( journal of
the Socialist Party), La Wallonic

( journal of socialist trade unions of
the Liege area), Le Drapeau Rouge

( journal of the Communist Party) and
La Gauche (journal of the Socialist
Party 'left!') are all doing a roaring
" trade. The crowd is in good humour.
People buy all the papers they can lay
their hands on, discuss them, avid for

news, happy at the sight of their own

multituie.

Loud speakers are fitted on the
window~sills of the Maison du Peuple.
Trade Union and Party leaders address
the crowd, assurc it that they will
fight to a finish, that they will not
compromise, that the iniquitous law

tral zone, where Parliament is situ-
ated and within which demonstrators
The 'zone' is
guarded by barbed wire and crammed
with mounted police, troops in jeeps,
detachments of gendarmerie, water-—
lorries with pressure hose equipment,
etc. A very small delegation of the
Action Commune is allowed to enter
the 'zone'! and is received by the
Primc Minister. The main procession
continues through the main streets,
growing in volume from minube to
minute. -

It passes in front of a number
of big banks and finance houses.
The slogan 'The bankers must pay!
is taken up by thousands of demons—
trators and must be heard in the
most remote offices or crypts. The
windows of several banks are bom—



barded with stones and large bolts,
with which many demonstrators seem
extraordinarily well supplied. The
police lining the pavement look on,
guite helpless. On one occasion two
policemen advance towards a demonstra-
tor carrying a large brick. An angry
growl from the crowd sends them scur—
rying bhack, as fast as their legs can
take them. Some of the missiles thrown
do not reach their targets, but hit the
mgsonry between the windows and fall
back onto the pavement. Bo confident
is the crowd in its numbers that de-
monstrators come gnd pick up their pro-
jectiles at the feet of the policemen,
pocketing them for later use. The re-
lation of forces is rather different
than last night, outside the Post O0ffice

The official socialist Press ‘
commented as follows: !'After 10 days
of an extremely. hard strike, Thursday's-
demonstrators had no particular bad
feelings towards the shopkeepers in
the City centre. I the windows were
broken of a few enterprises representing
big business, it's because the demons-—-
trators were fully aware whence was
coming the aggression threatening their
social conquests?. Which, from a mouth-
piece of social—democracy, is quite an
admissiont

The procession proceeds Joyfully
through a number of lesser streets to
emerge into an enormous boulevard, the
Botanique, where it turns sharply to 4
descend into the centre of the city.
The sight is unforgettable. Marching
20 or 30 abreast, occupying the whole
width of the boulevard, the procession
extends ag far back as the eye can see.
The Internationale rends the air again
and again. Many young people are now
in the very front rows. They sing as
if they mean every word of it. Here is
the answer, I cannot help thinking, to
those who assert that youth is non-po-
litical, that the proletariat no longer

exists, that it has suffered disin-
tegration through capitalist pros—
perity or assimilation into the
structure of capitalist society.

The slogan 'The factories to the
workers' 1s taken up again and again
encountering each time a growing
acho. The most popular slogan how-
ever is undoubtedly 'Eyskens, to the
gallows'®!

After a further hour of mar—
ching through the shopping area,
bedecked with forlorn looking Christ-~
mas decorations, the procesgsion rea~
ches the place Fontainas, where a
mass rally was to have taken place.
The speakers arce already waiting,
all smiles, with their microphones
‘and their flags, on an elevated dais.
The continuation of the street is -
barred by a double row of stewards:
this is intended to be the dispersal
point.

The head of the procession
has now been taken over by the So-
clalist Youth and by a number of
young militants from Liege and Ant~-

werp. They have been discussing
for the last two hours. More mar—
ches? More speeches? What next?

How can we intervene? What does the
crowd really want? Is it one crowd
or several crowds? Half a mile fur-
ther on, beyond the barrage of ste-
wards,; lies the main Post Office
with its two or three hundred mas~—

sively protected scabs.

A new slogan bursts forths
'A 1'action! A L'action!'. Enough
speeches! The procession ignores
the call to stop coming from the
loudspeakers but marches right up
to the stewards, cutting through
them as if they did not exist.Three
hundred, four hundred, now five
hundred people have broken the bhar-—
rier. The stewards, helped by the
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trade union officials and parliamenta-—
rians, succeed in re—establishing it.
Twenty or thirty comrades from the cut-
off section at the head of the proces—
sion are promptly despatched behind

the cordon. Again the slogans ring

out and again the crowd swarm through
the barrier. The flood can no longer
be contained. Thousands of people

turn their backs on the place Fontainas
and surge towards the Post Office.

The following day the socialist
Press was to describe the incident as
follows: 'The demonstrators, having
reached the place Fontainas, did not
stop as had been anticipated but car—
ried on towards the Midi, which was
guarded by powerful gendarmerie detach-
ments'. In fact such was the pressure
from the rank and file that the paper
even had to endorse what happened:
'This was not the result of the acti-
vities of excited agitators. The flood
tide, which surprised the stewards of
the Action Commune, was the manifesta—
tion of a genuine and massive explosion
of anger, which although it may at ti-
mes take on violent forms is always
inspired by legitimate motives'.

The procession raggedly advances
on the Post Office. A 'black' tram is
spotted in a side street by some demon-
strators who immediately give chase to
it, disrupting the procession still
further, The conductor accelerates,
fleeing for his life and, disregarding
all safety regulations, hurtles along
the rails, nearly running over several
people in the process. He just escapes.

The comrades in front then stop.
The ranks reform. A crowd can show
immense self-discipline when striving
for objectives of its own choice. The
stragglers and those who had given
chase to the tram are re—absorbed. The
compact procession moves on. The po-—
lice have obviously been taken as much
by surprise as have the organizers of

the demonstration. Only some 30
mounted gendarmes and a few dozen
on foot line the front of the buil-
ding. Boos greet the gendarmes.
The horses rear and throw off two
of their riders as the crowd sho-
wer bolts and thunderflashes into
the ranks of the police. The crowd
cheer ironically. The gendarmes do
not attempt to disrupt the proces- -
sion at this stage and are left
alone by the crowd. At the Post
Office every window is broken at
street level and many on the first
floor. The stones rain into the
building for at least 10 minutes.
Under the impotent gaze of about
fifty extremely frightened police-
men, demonstrators seize bins, full
to the brim with the uncleared re—
fuse of a week, and discharge their
content through the broken windows
into the offices and onto the desks
of the scabs.

Some of the demonstrators
then disperse, but other contin-
gents march through side streets,
rejoining the tail of the proces-
sion and thus coming in front of
the Post Office a second time.

A postal bus, of the kind
used to escort scabs into the depot
is turned over. Iinally, hastily
summoned reinforcements of mounted
and foot police appear and succeed
in clearing the street. It requi-
res drawn swords and the threate-—
ning display of loaded guns to achi-
eve this end. The crowd straggle
back to the place Fontainas where
they are addressed by Gedhof, the
trade union delegate from Sabena
airline.

The speaker tclls the demons-.
trators that sixty five percent of
the Sabena personnel are on strike
but that Mr. Dieu, the manager, has
just issued an instruction to the



staff announcing thce strictest mcasures
against the strikers. 'Mr.Dicu still
thinks himscelf in the Congo' the speak-
or said. 'For years he has been order—
ing colourcd people about therc; now he
thinks he can do the same with us'.

. The speaker announced a demonstr-—
ation, for the following day, to go to
Sabena hecadquarters. This was the demon-—
gtration in which the first fatal casu~
alty of the strike was to occur.

* K ¥ K ¥

LIEGE, THURSDAY DECEMBER 29.

Arrived here about H.p.m Tho
strike is far more widespread than in
Brussels. All public transport has been
at a standstill for several days. Many
of the big stores.are closed. Others are’
obeying the 'request! of the FGTB and
are opening only from 10.a.m. to l.p.m.
Groups of about a dozen policemen scurry
about the streets. Groups of strikers
congregate in tight little knots arguing.
Many people have gathered outside the
offices of the local FGTB paper 'La
Wallonie'. Some rcad the latest issue
pasted on the boards. Others cxamine tho .
front window of the premises, damaged a
few nights ago when right-wing hooligans
smashed the pancs with a bottle.

'TLa Wallonie' has played an import-—
ant role in the strike. It has been the
mouthpicce of the most militant section
of the trade union apparatus. - It has

given publicity and support to the strike, :
Tt will not be dissuaded from doing

describing in considerable detail and
with many pictures the main meetings of
strikers and has reported in full all
the statements of the Soclalist Party
and FPGTB lcaders. It has attompted,from
above, to co—ordinate the struggle,ann-—
ouncing meetings and places where soci-
alist papers may bc collected. It has

to be

repeatedly denounced and exposed
the falsifications of the bourge—
ois presse :

On December 24 the paper prin-
ted a spcecial call *o the troops,
which we publish clsewhere in this
pamphlet. The call asked the troops
'fraternise with the strikerssre—
fuse to be used as blacklegs; do
not be traitors to your class'.
This appcal, one of thc most dra-
matic documents to have cmerged
from the great struggle of the Bel-
gian working class, truly enraged
the CGovernment. That same evening,
on orders from Brussels, officcrs
of the judicial police accompanied
ty a judge and a royal attorney
( procureur du Roi) were busy in
the most undignified task of tear-
ing down posters, forcing the locks
of display panel boxes, ctc. An
order had gone out for the paper
'seized'. The officers then
crupted into the paper's offices
and took all the issues they could
find. In the early hours of Chri-
stmas Day visits and searches of
homes were ordered. Accompanied by
gendarmes, parties set out to raid
the homes of trade union officials
and militants; others descended on
trade union premises and bookshops
seizing coples of the December 24
lssue.

In its next ilssue the paper
spoke up quite boldly: 'La Wallon-
ic.has no intention of kecping
quiet. It will continue, as bef-
ore, to fight for thc good cause.

its duty, cven if threatened by
selzure'.

The seizure had interesting
repercussions. The 'forbidden art-—
icle was taken up by two other
socialist papers ‘'Le Monde du Tra-
vail' and 'Le Peuple' which
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published it in full - and were there-
upon promptly 'seized'! in their turn!
Teams of young socialists and trade
unionists then plastered the walls and
hoardings of the city with leaflets
reproducing the appeal. Some of these
had been scraped off by officialdom
but many remained.

I am beginning to learn my way about.
I ask for 'La Populaire' (the collo-
quial term for the Maison du Peuple).
At this stage of the struggle I sense
it will be a focal point. The ground
floor is an enormous restaurant, run
on cooperative lines, where free cof-
fees are served to strikers at all
times of the day or night. Groups of
comrades from the unions and the So-
cialist Party are in permanent session
in the various offices upstairs. An
enormous red flag hangs from the first
floor windows .

I tell them my business. Several
comrades kindly agree to take me to
various places. While waiting I talk
to several people at the tables down-
stairs. Pirst a refuse collector, a
strapping great man with a keen sense
of humour. !'We stopped work on the
very first day. In a sense we started
all this. But they couldn't take it.
Dirt frightens them. We were requisi-
tioned on the fourth day. An armed
gendarme on a motor bike called at
each of our homes with a summons.
had to report next day at our usual
depot. And I'd told the missus not to
open the door! The cop barged in and
just dumped the paper on the table.

If he doesn't come we'll lock him up,
he sgaid. They passed a law in 1789
entitling them to do this. We dis-
cussed it amongst ourselves. We don't
want to be in clink on great days like

We

. behind bars.

this. Sort of an unsanitary place,
we felt. We couldrnt be much help
So we went to work
next day... wearing these!'. He
showed me the posters they had slip-
ped over their dungarees. One said
'Requisitioned by force',the other
'Solidarity with the strikers!', 'No
to the Lol Unique'. The photos wecre
published next day in all the socia~
list press. :

I next spoke to a professional
man employed by the municipality.
'This 1s the most viclous onslaught
on rights and conditions which it
has taken us years of struggle to
acquirc. This law is the last straw.
Why should the ordinary people always
have to foot the bill? They will
agree no longer. In a country like
Belgium no government can rule wi-
thout the consent of the working
class. We will win!'. His quiet
assurance, I thought, promised un-
told difficulties to anyone trying
to sell out the struggle.

A young metal worker from the
industrial suburb of Seraing tells
me of interesting developments in
his area. Old people are short of
coal. It is a bitterly cold winter.
The coal merchants have no stockse.
The union now looks after all cases
of hardship. The coal merchant co-
mes to the union. They issue him
with a permit, allowing him to col-
lect a given quantity of coal from
pithecad stocks and to deliver it to
authorised persong. Without this
cortificate no deliveries can take

place. 'A good idea for after the
strike'! he muses, 'we have accounts
to settlel!',

A railway workers tells me of
the events that morning outside the
Gare des Guillemins, the main Liége
railway station. In the very early
hours a scab postal van had arrived,



bringing in large bundles of right-
wing papers from Brussels. The van had
intended to discharge its contents into
a strike-bound militarily guarded pos-—
tal depot at the station. It had been
spotted by the railwaymen's picket,
before it could reach the depot. Its
contents had made an cnormous bonfire
at which the pickets had been able to
warn themselves.

A comrade collects me and
we proceed to the Wallonie
premises.
poorly lit. Current is scarce and sup~
plies may fail, we are told, at any mo-
ment. A few young comrades are guar-
ding the side entrance to the building,
the only one in use.. They each hold an
iron bar. They anticipate further
trouble. Some people, I am told, have
been whipped into a white rage against
the strikers and their press, by the
incitements of the bourgeois papers.

Le Matin (of Antwerp) and Flandre Li-
berale nad called on the Government

%o become even tougher in relation to
tthe riot!'. La Libre Belgiguc had
screamed 'Down with Collard, Major and
Leburton' (moderate socialist and trade
union leaders). The wireless must no
longer be put at the disposal of the
revolutionaries. Dally these papers
were exhorting their readers to be
ruthless with the strikers, who were
presented as the scum of the earth.

6.30 pm.

The young guards were taking no -
chances. My escort was foriunately
known to them. Upstairs one of the
editors gave me some photos and a Tile
of back numbers of the paper. With a
chuckle he went to a cupboard and pro-
duced a copy of the 'seized' issue!
1100k after this one' he said, 'it
could become a historical number'.

The streets are

1Tell your friends what you have
seen. This is a magnificent move-
ment. Hvery working man and wo-
man in this area is involved in
this struggle. I am now well over
50. I never thought I would see
anything like it. Working people
in Britain must be told the true
factst, I promised to do my best.
We went downstairs again. We found
it considerably easier to leave the
building than to enter it!

In the car of one of the
comrades of the Liege So-
cialist Party, we visit

a number of the Maisons du Peuple
around Liége. These are very simi-
lar to the Working Men's Clubs in
Britain. Almost overnight they
became local strike headquarters.
Here the strikers check in each
day, or alternate days, according
$0 region or occupation. Here the
strike benefits are paid. Although
they vary from area to arca the
average is around £2 per week. So-
lidarity funds which are pouring in
on an increasing scale from all over
the country and free food are dis-
tributed here to families in need.
The clubs are also distribution
centres for the working class pa-
pers. Picket rotas are planned and
other important local decisions are
taken in these halls. Before the
strike the clubs had mainly a recre-—
ational function., Many ran foot-
ball teams or had teams of pigeon
fanciers. Some showed 'socialist!
films regularly. In the Maison du
Peouple of Saint-Gilles, which we
are now visiting, the film 'Salt

of the Earth'! had just been shown.
This had inspired the idea of the

8 .




women's picket, walking silently round
and round in front of the Liege Post
Office from 7 to 9 am every morning.

A great welcome meets us at all
these places. Everyone is anxious
that the British working class get to
know the facts. 'The papers will all
tell lies about us' I am told again
and again. Naturally I agree. The
Belgian wireless and television are
violently opposed to the strike. I am
just in time to see a TV version of
the events I had personally witnessed
in Brussels that very morning. Slick
editing ensured that the rowdiest
episodes were shown in a very frag-
mentary manner. No pictures appeared
showing the enormous size of the de~
monstration and discreet cutting had
ensured that the brutality of the
gendarmerie did not appear on the
screen. 1 have a short discussion
with a local trade union militant, a
lorry driver. 'The movement must de-
velop. We have done well so far. But
we cannot stop. I1 faut aller jusqu'
au bout'. ¥

A local Socialist Party official
tells me the Party will fight to the
end. Another comrade informs me that
even Senator Dehousse is on thelr side.
He is a local boy who has madegocd in
a big way. He 1s apparently well-
known in the United Europe movement.
His speeches at BStrasburg are very
polished ones. I point out that
Europe is not united now. Half of it
is backing Eyskens. The other half
is on the side of men like themselves.
They all agree.

*‘We must go to the very end of the
road.’

A little way from there, at the
bottom of the Rue S5t Laurent, we
pass over a bridge, spanning the
Brussels~Licge railway line. A
lone soldier is sitting on the sto-
ne parapet, a tommy gun on one side
and a thermos flask on the other.
He is talking to a group of three
railwaymen, who have just brought
him hot soup. When the men have
left I walk up to him. I tell him
who I am. He seems quite friendly.
He is about 28, fair-haired, Fle-
mish., He told me that he spoke to
the local people every night. He
was called back from Germany three
days ago. No, he is not a cons-
cript. He has done his time, but
re-enlisted. His father is a brick

!

layer, now working at Namur. What
he thinks of the strike? 'They
must see no other way!'. Has he

heard of the appeal, in the seized
issue of La Wallonie? Of course!
Well? He looks me straight in the
eyess 'Je ne tirerai jamais sur
pareil & moi!' ¥ A11, after this,
is anti-climax. Yes, they discuss
the strike in his mess. Some are
for, some against.: The officers?
As you'd expect! I've orders to
speak tc no one, he suddenly says,
abruptly changing his tane, as a
military lorry appears at the other.
end of the bridge.

*1 will never shoot at my own kind!®

EE R



Leo Collard, leader of the So-
cialist Party, told a Press Conierence
today that 'the strike will last as
long as necessary, cven 1f trade union
resources dry up. Commor Action will
itself start strike payments on Satur-
day. This will be a firsgt instalment.,
the extent of which will vary... accor
ding to the man's cccupation and o
the number of days hc has heen on stri-
ke. The Lol Unigue cannot be the ba-—
sis of a solution. The Goveramsn®t hag
conceived of this law as an crganic
wholc... We cannot sce how a compromi-
se could be rcached by amending itse
details. We ave strugg'ing, quite
simply, for its withdrawal:. (La Wal-
lonie, 30.12.60). )

Bold words. But vorbal assaulis
hardly topple CGovernments.

Also today: a gigantic rally of
50,000 workers in Antwerp. The pro-
cession, headed by hundreds of red
flags, had crossed the town and para-
ded through the working class districts
followed by all available local police.
All shops had shut. One of the main
slogans had been 'Cathclic workcrs,
join us'. A convoy of gendarmes has-
tily dispatched from Brusscls had then
arrived and had attacked the tail of
the procession with tcar gas gronades
as 1t was beginning to ClSpGTSCr
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LIEGE, ¥r'day, Deceivor 30.

With the picketh, cutside
the Vulllemias station.
The postal sheds are the
key points. At least 80 lads are pic-
keting. They are checrfuls yester-

day morning's covents warmed both hearts
and hands!

6 .00 an}‘c )

Nothing very much happens. o
postal van is likely to run the gaun-
tlet again. And it's very carly for

Megsgieurs the Gendarmes to bhe out.

The picket is again of very
mixed compositions: Tpostmen, rail-
waymen, engincers, cmployces, even
a mincr. L speak to him. He works
in a small pit, at Milmort, employ-
ing 450 men at the face and 150 on
top. UYney Joined the strike on
Wednosday, Docember 21 - as soon as
thoy hoowed that the municipal em-
meyooo in Liege had walked out.

‘Nothing could stop us. Agitation
against th Law had becn building
Tor wecks. The men were all

ocy foxr coticn. The union
a > wore Althering about when,
and how, and for how longe.. It

wag 2ike a tidal wave. Within hours
the whole coalfield was out. The
ficial decision came 24 hours

} i

Other pickets gave the same
immediate and massive soli~
dwi ty action of the rank and file,
then hasty ‘offilcial! decisions,
raﬁ«fy“ng the established fact.
Novexrtreloss oune the official ma-
chinery « t moving ic gave a fur-—
thor impetus to the siruggle. The
Licge~Hduy-Warem. » Regilonal Congress
of the FGIB, mrebing on December 22
called fom ’totwi and immedilate
ticn of wovk in all sectors,
in prodaction and distribusion and .
ji both privelte and public enter-
vrisest. Tt pledged that the local
PGYR organizations would memain
undted funtil final victory was
Louredts

shorys

Dvor a hundred women
are picketing outside
the Licge main Post
Office. They walk in silent pro-
cession up and down the pavement
in front of a small side ontrance
through which the scabs must pass.

8.00 am.
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Twenty yards away stand the menfolk,
ominously watching lest they be moles—
ted. Threc large policemen and two
armed soldiers stand in front of the
door. They look cxtremely stupid and
quite embarrasscd as the girls circle
round them, as if they did not exist.
The picket secems cffective. Fow scabs
confront the cold irony of thesc deter
mined women.

A On the first day, about 30 of
the 60 women pickets had been arrested
and roughly thrown into two black ma-—
rias. There was an unholy rumpus be—
cause one of them was the deputy Fon-
taine-Borguet.
relecased... and procceded straight
back to the picket line. Next day,
over 100 women werc picketing. Today,
about 130. My thoughts went to other
pickets. There women had been arres-
ted, none of whom had enjoycd the be—
nefits of parliamcontary immunity!

A mass mceting is being
held in the big hall of
the Maison du Peuplo,
which is packed with about 1200 local
government personnel, postmen, clerks
‘from the births and dcaths rogistry,
tramwaymen, road sweepers, girls from
the public library, the manual and
white-collar staff of innumerable de-
partments of local government, both
large and small. The speakers on the
platform look self-important and self-
satisficed. The meeting starts half-
an-hour late. The crowd walts patien—
t1ly. The audicnce arc flattercd about
their ‘heroic struggle, thelr unity,
their discipline! but no plan is deve-
loped. They listen in silence. Threce
passages cvoke applausces refercnce to
a possible march on Brussels, a state-
ment that 'although calm and dignified

10,30 am.

They wecre all promptly

today each one of us is prepared for
more active forms of struggle tomor-
row'! and a peroration 'that Belgium

‘had been misruled for long cnough

and that it was high time the wor-
king class took Belgium's fate into
its own hands*.

At the end of the lengthy mee~
ting, many of the audience drift.
down to the 'gents' in the bascement.
Money-boxes adorn the walls with the
inscription: 'Now remember that
strike fund!'.

12,30 am. After the meeting,
several hundred of the
sudience drift to the
Plawe St Paul, a secluded square in
front of the FGTB headquarters. Here
they are joined by about a thousand
strikers who had previously been
aimlessly strolling through the town.
A crowd of about 2000 is sgon waiting
for something to happen. ut nothing
happens. In the trade union head-
gquarters, the discussion is doubtless
proceeding along its orderly course.
The situation calls for some kind of
lead, the absence of which is pain-
fully obtrusive. Suddenly a group

of guite young workers start chan—
ting rhythmicallys A ltaction!

A l'actioni'. The slogan spreads.ln
minutes the whole square is resoun—
ding to its echo. Startled heads

pop out of windows of the trade union
building. Some 30 youngsters rush
the front door shouting: 'We'll
shake them up'. Part of the audience
cheers. Others laugh. Others lou~
dly disapprove. A minor official,
standing on the steps, improvises a
discourse on... discipline. A lea-
ding official appears and skillfully
cndorses the crowd's desire for action.
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174 must be united action though.-.
Let us march to the Raillway station.'
The crowd agrec enthusiastically.
Their idea of a march onto the station
obviously differs from that of their
lcaders. They set off shoutings YA
1tgction! and 'The parachutists to the
factory bench'. One can feel the tem-
perature rising. The procession ad-
vances for about a mile. It is then
overtaken by an official trade union
van, complete with loudspeaker equlp-—
ment. The van draws up. The proces
sion stops. Posters and banncrs are
handed down to the demonstrators.

'No, to the Law', 'Eyskens, resignt,
1The Walloon country has had enough',
the banners of a week ago. The lads
in the front ranks shcepishly take
them. The 'leaders' launch their slo~
gans into the loudspeaker. The crowd
takes them up half-heartedly. They
cannot really compete. The procession
reaches the large open space in front
of the station, circles round it twi-
ce well away from the gendarmes
lining the pavement and proceedsy
in confused and perplexed silence, To
disappear into a small strect,; leading
away from the station.

3.0 pme. A young comrade has agre-
ed to drive me to Seralng
the big industrial suburb

“of Liége. This is Renard's home ground

the much publicised theart of the stri-
ke'!. Here live the thousands of steel
workers and engineers who work at the
giant Cokerill-Ougree industrial com-
plex. We drive past miles of plant -
enormous sheds, deserted furnaces,

. pressing rooms and smelting ovens. I
was later to learn that many factories
in this area had in fact been closed
down by the employers, as soon as they
had seen how widespread the strike was

going to be.

Too bad for the odd scab who
might have wished to work. Too bad
for their sacred 'right to labour'.
But much safer, no doubt, from the’
employers! point of view. There is
danger to valuable egquipment when
a town is full of strikers and the
plants all have pickets at their
gates. This is a sort of strike~-
cum-lockout, by mutual consent.

A thin plume of smoke still
emerges from some chimmeys. By
mutual consent too, the maintenance
men had been kept at work.

The threat to withdraw the
maintenance staff is Renard's 'trump
card', the high point of his in-
dustrial strategy. The weapon how-
ever is a double-edged one. Seve-=
ral workers viewed its use with
nisgiving. 'We may win the strike
and inherit a desert'. Cockerill-
Ougrée employ over 25,000 mens 'If
the furnaces went out thousands
would be out of work for months.

The strike in Seraing is to-
tal. Only food shops are open — and
this only at times allowed by the
unions. Bverything is extraordina-
rily quiet. Not a policeman, not
a picket in sight. No women or
children in the streets. Here and
there groups of men stand at the
crossroads, doing nothing.

We reach the Maison du Peuple
which at least shows some signs of
activity. My friend and I are
brought into a tiny office where we
meet three members of the Strike
Committee, all three union officials-
Elected committees are exceptionale.

They look at us cagily. 'Yes,
the strike is quite solid. Hadn't
I read the papers?-Everything is
quiet and orderly in Seraing. What
did I expect?'.—Would the present



methods of struggle be sufficicent to
make the Government capitulate? 'Well,
we'd have to see about that. To each
day its tasks, however!' - 'A march on
Brussels? Well, that would have to be
a national decision. They were just
holding the fort at Sceraing!'.

A significant paradox? The stri-
ke at its most complete and the strecets
as quiet as carly on a Sunday morning.
On the home ground of the FGTB'left',
the apparatus is in full and undispu-
ted control. I have an uneasy lmpres-
sion that -the wheels seem to be tur-
ning in thin air... '

We return from Seraing
along another route, close
to the river; and eéenter
Liege through the densely populated
suburbs of Outre-Meuse. As we turn
sharply. onto the quai along the river
Ourthe, an unforgettable sight sudden-
ly meets our gaze. Three hundred yards
on, & bridge spans the river. A pro-
cession is crossing the bridge, three
enormous red flags at its head. Half
the bridge is empty, half is black with
people. The strains of the Interna-
tionale can be heard in the distance.

HeO pm.

We quickly join up with the pro-

cession. It was unlike any other I

had seen, being composed almost solely
of yourng people. It had formed spon-
taneously as soon as the news had rea-
ched Lidge, of the death that morning
in a Brussels demonstration, of a young
painter. It was entirely 'unofficigl'.
A single, hastily made poster was car-
ried at its head: ‘'Eyskens, assassine
In Brussels todays
Within twenty minutes the procession
had doubled its size. Through the nar-—
row streets of the working class guar-—
ters it wound its angry way. A single

1 dead, 10 wounded'.

slogan fiercely chanted by twelve
or fifteen hundred youngsiters:
'Eyskens, assassin! Eyskens, assa—
ssinl's A single song, sung with
more passion than I have ever heards

" the Internationale.

The procession reaches the
square where gtands the statue of
Tchantches, the famous puppet of
Walloon folklore. It stops. A4
youngster gets onto the base of the
statug and speaks his mind. 'This
is their real face... This is what
faces us. What can we do? How can
we make our will effective? In the

Party and Union headquarters, they:

talk. The Government waits. Time

is not on our side. I have marched
so much I have holes in my shoes.

We should do something more'. Others
follow him. The idea of a march on
Brussels is greated with applause.
But who will organize 1%? The Party
and the Unions? But they don't want
such 'a march. Or they will only use
one as a safety valve. What can we
@o, here? We can disseminate the
idea of the March. We must ourselves
contact other young people, in other
towns. No one will do it for us'.
Others speak in the same vein. 'The
Government's hands are red with blood.
The hands of our leaders are orlppled
with arthritis’.

The procession returns Lo town,
lodges a protest at the town hall,
'the only practical thing we can do
just now, comrades', and disperses.
Heavy rain begins to fall.

L S

Today there have been mass
mectings at Mons and Charleroi. - At
Mons a meeting announced the pre-
vious evening was attended by 10,000
workers. Many had had to wolk for



hours to get to the town, most roads
having been either wnpaved by the
strikers or blocked by tree trunks.

A socialist leader, Marcel Busieau,
stated 'it is alleged we might be rea-
dy to negotigte with the Government
on the basis of a withdrawalof parts
""of the Loi Unigue. This is false. We
will fight to the end for its comple-—
te withdrawal'. The Monde du Travail
described this speech as 'wildly ap-
plauded'. So much for the record.

The strikers then 'visited' a bank
where scabs were still at work. There
was no scuffle. The manager agreed
to close down immediately.

t Charleroi, a gigantic rally
of 45,000 strikers shouts 'To Brusscls,
To Brussels'. The speaker Josse van
Eynde asks them 'only %o heed the of—-
ficial slogans of the Action Commune*
(Le Monde du Travail, 31.12.60). A
resolution, in which readers will de-
tect interesting undertones is read
out over the microphone and 'approved
by acclamation':

"Today, Friday, December 30,
45,000 workers who, for the past 10
days have of their own frec will left
their Ffactories, building sites, mines,
schools and offices... proclaim:?

a) their firm opposition to the Lol

Uniques '

their demand that it simply be

withdrawn. '

¢) that they have absolute confidence
in their trade union organizations
and in the Action Commune

d) that they mandate their leaders to
express their wishes and to defend
their interests

e) that they reject with contempt the
campaign of lies, intimidation and
diversion launched by the Govern-—
ment, 'its’® radio, 'its' Press,
tits! television and ‘'its’ valets
of the Confédération Syndicale
Chrétienne.

o)

To all this we oppose the following
glogans 'The Strike Continues'.

Why did the 'leaders! need
re-assuring?

LIEGE, Saturday, December 31.

10.0 am. Theo Dejace, Commu-
nist Party deputy for
Lidge, is addressing
an open air meeting in the Place de
la République Frangaise. Leaflets
were distributed the previous day.
About 600 people listen. The spea—
kor calls for daily public mectings
of the organizations leading the
strike, whence clear directives
could be issued and where comments
from the rank and file might be
heard. There is too little contact
he says, between the official orga-—
nizations and the strikers. This
he believes regrettable. He warns
the crowd against rowdies, drunkards .
and 'leftists'. The main task ap—
parently is to prevent the new Law
from being voted when Parliament
reagsembles on January 3. Between
now and then assemblies of strikers -
should daily send deputations to
the homes of all Social-Christian
deputies 'to impress upon them

that they should comply with the
wishes of their electors rather
than obey the orders issued by the
Banks and the Government'. An
official Communist Party leaflet
(Two Communist Proposals for a
Total and Rapid Victory) is dis-
tributed at the meeting. It ends

as follows: 'If, despite the po-
pular will, the reactionary majo-—
rity in Parliament were to continue



its support for the Loi Unique, the
struggle would continuc. Let the Go-
vernment have no doubt on this matter!
1A Parliament which opposed itself in
so flagrant a manner to public opinion
would have to be dissolved without
delay!

'The strike is powerful. Let there be
no irresponsible acts, that might wea-
ken it!t. ' -

The crowd listens without great
enthusiasm. The labels are different.
The medicine tastes the same. ~

The Communist Party has played
no important role in the present up-—
surge of the Belgian working class.
Its rank and file members have doubt-—
less fought shoulder to shoulder with
Socialist Party militants and with the
thousands of struggling workers who do
not belong to either organization, but
its leadership and in particular its
‘Press have playcd, to say the least,

a ludicrous role.

On December 20 the Communist
Party had issued a call for a 24 hours
general strike (having proviously
merecly demanded a national demonstra-
ti'onjon' that d.a,y)o The self-appointed
t1eadership! proved quite out of touch
with the militancy of the rank and file.
The movemont has now lasted 4 weeks!

On December 27 the Communist
Party deputy Gaston Moulin addressed
a letter to Mr Kronacker, President
of the Chamber of Deputies, in which
'he sought permission to question the
Prime Minister and the Minister of the
Interior... on the utilisation of the
Army and on the recall of reservists...
on the arbitrary arrests of strikers
and militant workers, on the arbitrary
'gseizures! of leaflets and papers and

on the dissemination of false news
through official channcls!t.

Does it really take a general
strike to make the Communists aware
of the class nature of the capitalist
State, and to drive them to 'protest!
about it... in Parliament?

On December 28, the Drapeau

- Rouge splashed on its front page

that the Lidge demonstrators doman-—
ded of the Liberal and Social-Chris-
tign deputies that they fobey the
will of their electors'. The paper
hoped that in the next few days
closer contacts would be established
between the population and the(right
wing) deputies, 'who had become iso-
lated from their clectors!'.

The paper reported that the
Lidge Pederation of the Communist
Party eonsidered that 'the Lidge
depukties Hagrmal, Herbiet, Olislaeger,
Deslenay and Jeunehomme must answer
the call addressed to them by the
demonstrators and must finally un-—
derstand that their stubborness is
an obstacle to the rapid and demo-
cratic solution to the conflict!.

On December 29 the Drapeau
Rouge was cven morc explicits it
titled in big lotters "An Hssential
Objective of the Strikerss to Re-
call to the Liberal and Christian
Deputies that they are in Parliament
to Accomplish the Popular Willl',
Well, welll And we, around the
Agitator, who always thought they
were in Parliament to defend the
class interests of the bourgeolisic...

And what does the Belgian
Communist Party scc as the outcome
of the strike? This is made quite
explicit in a draft law submitted
to Parliament by Communist Party
deputics Gaston Moulin and Theo
Dejace. This demandeds
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a) the control.of the banks, of the
insurance companies and of big
business (no specification as to
who does the 'controlling')

b) the creation of a Committee for
National Investment,; and

c) the creation of a National Invest-
ment Fund to allow the rapid and
harmonious development of the eco-
nomy, to ensure full employment
and to permit a rapid rise in the
material and cultural level of the
people'. :

Somehow I doubt the Borinage
miners are struggling as they are for
ends of this kind.

LIEGE, Saturday, Deccmber 31.

10.0 am.-

A procession to mcurn the
death of the Brussels
painter has been hastily
arranged by the Action Communec. Ins—
tructions go out that the procession
is to be a silent one. No posters.

No slogans.
black will be allowed. ‘This is a
heaven~sent opportunity for them';, a
young bank clerk tells me. ‘It will
enable them to contain the movement a
1ittle longer. Without this excuse
for a 8ilent march there would have
been real violence ftoday'.

December 31 ie usually a bumper
day for the big stores. They werec to
have been allowed (in agreement with
the FGTB) to remain open from 10.0 am
to 6.0 pm. But when the news reached
Liege yesterday that a man had been
killed in Brussels, the Liége FGIB im-—
mediately issued a request: all shops

were to remain closed the following day

as a sign of mourning.

Only red flags draped with

e

Today all the big stores are
shut. Some have big posters in their
windowss 'In agreement with the FGTB
and as a sign of mourning, we will
not open on Saturday, December 31!,
The solicitude of the multiple sto-
re millionaires for a humble Brus-—
gscls painter is truly touching. And
the size and temper of the crowd in
the streets is truly impressive.

The procession sets off in si-
lence — about 6000 strong. For the
first half-hour no slogans are shou-
ted, no songs sung. People cxhange
experiences, discuss the events of
the past few days.

I meet a young worker from
Cockerill-Ougrée, the big stecl works
outside Licge. Lucien works on the
night sghift, in one of the tin-plating
shops. He gives me the most vivid
account of the onset of the movement
I have yet heard.

The unions had first called a
national demonstration for December
15. This was the day of the royal
wedding. It had officially been
decrced a paid holiday. Under pres-—
sure from the ranks the demonstra-
tion had been brought forward to
December 14. A massive strike took
place that afterncon. Fifty thou—
sand workecrs assembled at the Place
St-Lembert, in Liége. Many of the
postors demanded a general strike.

Renard had spoken. He had
concluded with the ambiguous state-
ments ‘'Consider yourselves mobili-
scd on a war footing... and wait
for official directives'. The mee-
ting had been noisy and at times
angry. A member of the Socialist
Touth had then climbed onto the bal-
cony and had attempted to address
the crowd. He had been prevented
from doing so by Party officials.
PSB deputy Simon Pague had seized
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the microphone from him and had again shop to shop, getting the lads to
addressed the crowd. 'Remain ready down tools. Three thousand men
for action. The meeting is closed!'. gatherced in the new Thomas steel
plant among valuable equipment!

It was dangerous but its one of
the biggest available places.
Several fights took place with the

I asked Lucien what had happened
wherce he worked, on that famous Tucs~—
day, December 20. ‘'Things moved im-
mediately. Hundreds of workers left ;
the central shops. They went from trade union delcgates. They were

CHRISTIANS OF THE WORLD, UNITE !

" I am not a party man. I am an Archbishop, that is a shepherd of souls
and a guide of consciences...... The present anniversary requires me to
recall to you that all acts that disorganise the national life and para-
lyse the essential institutions of the community must be denounced as
gravely sinful in conscience, in view of the incalculable damage they in-
flict on the country and the harm they do to all citizens..... The unruly
and unrcasonable strikes we are at present witnessing must be denounced
and condemned by all honest people..... Instead of inciting and particip-
ating in the strike, let the professional organisations and the trade
unions bring their members back onto the right path in the interests of all.

-~ (ardinal van Roey,
Archbishop of Malines. 23/12/60.

",.Led by its militents, but also impelled by a deeper wave, the work-
ing class has ceased to work. Everything of concern to its sons is the con-—
cern of the Church. The Church does not resign itself to the proletarian
condition, which it considers the shame of the century..... What is the
world of Labour asking? Simply for its fair place in the nation. It does
not wish to be considered an inferior. It wishes account to be taken of its
upward Progress.....ln this field great responsibility falls on the powers
that be. Bfforts have been made and some results obtained. But fundamental
changes must be undertaken. They must be tackled fearlessly and boldly.
What the working class is expecting is not a partial re-adjustment.lt is a
more total and lasting solution. It is a humane social order....We know
that this programme will encounter obstacles and that the country is con~-
fronted with ecconomic and financial difficulties. It is natural for all
Belgians to undertake sacrifices — but it must not always be the same

people who make them. — From the Christmas Day message of

the Seraing priests to their
parishioners.




trying to got the men back to work The metal Workers Federation of the
until official instructions had been Liége PETB called us all out offi-
roceived. Mectings werc promiscd for cially ag from the Thursday s *

the noxt day. Why not now, the men
had asked. Many rcmained on the pro-
misscs to provent the night shift
coming on. Only half thc factory wor cur as we pass a 1§rge store that
ked that night. By Wednesday morning has not complied with the FGTB Te-
it had come to o complete standstill. quest. A group of angry dcmonstra-

The procession has now crossed
the river. The first incidents occ-

* The Lisge socialist paper Monde du Travail carried some interesting de-

tails in its issue of Wednesday, Decomber 21. 'As was to be expccted'; it
wrote, 'workers in all sectors were intensely interested by the decision of
the municipal workers to strike. The Metal workers werc particularly con-
cerned. In the wholc region they have been in a state of constant prepa-
redness since the big demonstrations of December 14.

'Tn certain places on Tuesday cvening the metal workers didn't even
wait for the decisions of the Reglonal Committce of their organization be-
fore joining the strike. This happened for instance at 1'Bspérance-Longdoz
(in the shect—iron shops and among the colke—ovens workers), at Jemmappes,
at Flemalle, at Haute-Flemalle and in part of Cokerill-Ougrée. In certain
places the morning shifts went on sit-down strike and succeeded in getting
the aftornoon and covening shifts to join the movement'.

The paper also rcported that at Charleroi, the workers of A.C.E.C.
(Ateliers de Construction Electrique de Charleroi) the seccond largest fac-—
tory in the country, 'had all completely stopped work on the Tuesday mor-—
ning. At 9 o'clock more than 3000 workers left the Marcinelle factory and
proceeded, in a procession, 1o Monccau~sur—~Sambre, where they got the 800
mon of the Hanret factory to down tools and also the 200 men of the Germain
factory. From therc they went to the 1Steel and Mine works of the Sambre'
at Marchiennc—au-Pont, where a number of incidents occurred. The strikers
closcd the level crossing on the Mons road. Theoy immobilised traffic, se-
riously disorganizing all circulation. Some of the window pancs of the
factory were broken. The 4000 workers in this factory finally downed tools.

Attempts to get the workers out at Hainaut~Sambre, Fabrique de Fer,
1la Providence and Thy-le-Chateau were unsuccessful. The trade union dele-
gates in these factorics rofused to take this initiative without instruc-—
tions from their official organizations'.

Lo Monde du Travail strossed 'these arc spontancous movements. The
FGTB has so far given no instructions for strikes in the private sector'.
The paper then publishes an intecresting and revealing appeal from the
Charleroli Motal Workers Federations :

(continued bottom next page)



torg enter, threateningly. Stewards remove the poster. He takes one
hastily intervene. They will talk to look at the crowd and immediately

the manager. The demonstrators reluc— obeys. Further on other shopkee-
tantly walk out, but wait outside. pers start arguing. DBut not for
After a foew minutes, the shuticrs are long. If the offending posters do
closed. The managcer has dec%ded to not disappear, the window panes do.
participate in the mourning . Noisily. The whole atmosphere

gradually changes. The demonstra-

A 1little further on wo pass a tors are now on the look~out for

shop displaying the poster of the

Union of the Middle Classes'. This ggszilei\f;iterg aﬁ‘% fgr open shops
is hoaded 'FREEDOM FIRST'. The froe~ oy o0 S8, Smail shops aro 1ot
dom referred to is the freedom of scabs réc Ly alone. sSome of the ste-

to work and of the Government to use Y?Tts ; gofibly thgse of. the socia~
all means to bresk the strike. The fls i.u onts = object to!the trans-
owner of the shop is instructed to ormation taking place. Remember,

comrades, this is a silent proces—

FOOTNOTE ( continued from previous pagé)

'The struggle against the Loi Unique is entering a new stage.

'Tike all affective actions this one must be coordinated to the
maximum .

"The established organizations must make all the arrangements and
take all the decisions. :

'"These organizations will meet this week, both at the level of a
given industry and at levels grouping several industries.

"Meetings of cfficials from the different regions will be held du—-
ring the same period.

'"This shows that the trade union organization has taken all appro-
priate steps to oonduot the coming struggle in an orderly and efficient
manner. ‘

'This is why the Charleroi Metal Workers Federation calls on all its
affiliated organizations only %o obey the instructions of established and
responsible bodies. Instructions will be transmitted to affiliated orga—
nizations through the intermediary of their delegates. In the meantime,
our affiliates should not exhaust themselves in divided action.

"~ !Qther slogans, coming from erespons1ble guarters, will only suc-—
ceed in dividing and disorganizing the struggle’.

So much for the 'leadership'. The proletariat, as a whole, had
different ideas. It decided itself when it would cnter the struggle. It
decided to do so immediately. ’ T
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sion. You must obey the official ins-
tructions'!. But their protests are of
little avail. The police lining the -
pavements are powerless, as in Brussels
on the Thursday norning. The Union of
the Middle Classes is in for a bad day.
Instinctively the crowd is becoming
awarc of its terrific strength.

I am with a group of com—
rades agsoclated with the
weekly La Gauche. They
have no illusions on the limitations of
the present leadership of both Party
and Unions. But they still seem t0
think that genuine solutions are pos-
sible within the framework of these
organizations. The idea that they
should themselves get together and is-—
sue a leaflet saying quite openly what
they think strikes them as sectarian.

1.0 pme

Ernest Mandel, editor of La Gau-—
che, writes in a special fssue of the
paper (December 24)s 'The workers fear
that if the Government fell as a result
of the present social crisis the Socia-
list Party would enter a new coalition
"so that the country should not become
ungovernable". The immense majority
of the strikers will only tolerate such
a reversal of the (parliamentary)al—
liances on two conditionss =

a) +that the new government
abandon the Loi Unigue, i1.e. not only
the austerity measures in the social
field but also the increases in indi-
rect taxation.

b) that the new ministerial
programme should retain the essen-
tial foatures of the 'véformes de
structuret!. * - »

If these two conditions are
not fulfilled one must be resolutely

~opposed to any socialist participa-

tion in the Government in order to
end the strike?.

Mr. Mandel believes that fhese
objectives might even be achieved
through the bourgeois deputies. Un=
der the heading 'Decisive Moments!'
he writess ‘A new parliamentary
majority in relation to the ques-
tions of withdrawing the Loi Unique
and voting a law on fiscal reform
and the ‘reformes de structure'
could well emerge. It would only
require that the Christian-Democrat
deputies listen to the voices of
their electors and, under the pres-
sure of the strike, align themsel-
ves on the aspirations of those
they represent'.

Thus speaks Trotskyism, at
the height of a general strike...

3.0 pm. We are driving back to
Brussels in a tiny Ci-
troen. Episodes too

numerous to record still jostle in

my minds the sympathy with the
strikers shown by innumerable small

shopkeepers and café owners; the
farmers supplying free vegetables
to the Maisons du Peuple, for the

*

By 1paformes de structure! are meant a series of 'f{ransitional' demands.

These, it is alleged, would without overthrowing capitalism wrest from it

some of its commanding heights.

Among these ‘reforms! are the control of

the holding banks, the nationalisation of power industries, a national
cconomic plan and the constitution of a public National Investment Fund.

We see no basic socialist content in any of these demands.
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communal soup kitchensy thousands of
ordinary -pcople discovering within
themselves unlimited reserves of enecr-
gy, initiative and devotions men,
women and children, many scriously
short of sleep, active from dawn to
dusk on the picket lines, as courriers,
organizing relief, participating in
meetings, marches and demonstrations,
all imbucd with an indomitable detcr-
mination to assert their collective
will, all feeling for once that what
they do, feel, think, really mattcrs,
all dragged out of the anonymity and
isolation of their daily lives and
suddenly confronted with the heart-
warming image of their numbers, their
cohesion, their strength...

I remembered what a postman told
me, on the picket line at Brussels.
'Bach Christmas we sell calendars to

.the people in our arecas. They give
generously. We often get, at this
time, what amounts to two months' pay.
We decided nevertheless to launch this
fight on December 20. We knew we would
not fight alono'.

He was right, of course. Soli-
darity action was massive and not con-
fined to other workers. Rarly in the
course of the Strike, the Minister of
the Interior had issuved orders to all
local bourgmestres (Mayors) instruc—
ting them to report to the authorities
all absences from work of local govern-—
ment employeces. On Deccmber 26, the
62 socialist bourgmestres of the Liege
district met and uvnanimously decided
'to take no account of the orders of
the minister'. They proclaimed their
complete sciidarity with the strikers.
Similar statements were made by mec—
tings of the socialist bourgmestres
of the Verviers, Nivelles, Charleroi,
Namur, Borinage and other districts.

At Huy the Common Action Commit-
tee had even concluded an agrcement
with the lvo.i shop-keepers' federa-

- fund.

- down.

-

tion, who had declared itself against
the Lol Unigque and had made financial
contributions to the local strike

In Seraing, cven the priests
had, on Christmas day, read messages

" in their Churches expressing soli-

darity with the strikers. These
messages were in marked contrast
the appeal of Cardinal van Rocy,
exhorting the strikers to roturn
work.

to

to

I recall how in a street in
Liege, working men had been repalring
a burst main. On their van a large
poster:s 'We are strikers. We are
working of our own free will, with
the permission of our union, and
out of consideration for the local
pupulation'.

Local Government had broken
Local initiative and self-
reliance had replaced it. Here was
the true face of the working class.

the harbinger of a new sgociety.

I recall above all a discussion
with two young comradces one evening
in Ligge. One worked in a machine

tool factory, the other at the Ate-

liers Jaspar, making lifts. 'The
leaders tell us do this, do that.
We don't know any longer. We, the
workers, ought to decide. We are
the ones that get shot and wounded.
We are the ones they put in gaol.
There will be no sell out if we
decide how we should struggle's.

HMartin Grainger.



Whatever return to work may have taken place in the Flemish North -
and all such reports must bs treated cautiously ~ the strike in the
industrial South, after four weeks, is stronger and more determined than
eveT.

A section of the proletariat has shattered the thecry that 'affluent!'
society has rendered i1 incapable of struggle. Noi only have the Belgian
workers embarked on a fierce and bitter struggle hut they are clearly
determined to fight it through Ho the end.

The Belgilan ruling class have also decided on a fight to the finish.
The Byskens government, hardly the most stable and secure of bourgeois
political coalilions, would never hove permitted the continuation of such
a costly conflict unless impelled and encouraged by forces more powerful
than the political nonentities who sit on its Front Benches. The bosses
of the six big monopolies that rule bBelgium had no doubt decided that a
showdown was necessary.

It is doubsful whother the ruling class consciously planned such a
fight. When the 'Loi Unique' was introduced, it met with widespread
opposition led by the socialists and the trade unions. Eyskens obviously
expected the uwual denunciatory specches from the socialist MPs. But he
knew his socialist parliamevtarians and was confident that they would
firmly oppose any ‘uncoastituitional measures aimed at resolving problems
that were the prerogatives of Parliament'. As far as the Unions were
concerned, little danger wa3 expected. For years the right-wing trade
union officials of the Confedération Syndisale Chrétienne had loyally
collaborated in maintaining 'order and stability® within Belgium's indus-
try. So, Tor that matler, nad many o the leaders of the FCIB. For
rendering this service, they had not gone unrcwarded and many of them sit
on the Boards of the Corpowabtions, at sulteble remuneration. Even Renard
is a member of the Board of the Ranque Iubilgue.

At the heginning it did not zppear thet the bourgeoisie had miscal-
culated. The call for a goneral strike was defeated at the meeting of
the National Committes of “he FGTE on December 16. On December 18, at
the National Congress of the Socialist Party, a union official defended
the majority FGTB position in front of a largely hostile audience. Refer-
ring to the tremendous demonstration of 50,000 workers in Lieége, a few
days earlier, he stated that 'one shouid not overestimate the gignificance
of an isolated demonstration! and that !the workers were not vet ready
to embark upon a strike!., The Communist Parcty had called for a 24-hour
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gencral strike for December 20 - the day on which debate on the 'Loi Uni~
que' was to start in Parliament (it had previously only called for a 'na-
tional demonstration' on this date). The trade union 'left' around Andre
Renard was advocating a 24~hour general strike in the beginning of January
followed by an unlimited strike at the end of the month. As for the Trot-
skyists and the weekly La Gauche, they were advocating the 'preparation of
an unlimited general strike to start in the beginning of January'. The
workers however didn't follow any of these 'leaders'. They didn't wait
for the cnd of January... or cven for the beginning of the month. Despite
the difficult period of Christmas and the New Year confronting them, they
‘massively downed tools as soon as the municipal workers (the most hardly
hit section under the Loi Unique) startcd their strike on December 20.

The attitude of the socialist MPs, the wavering of a large section of
the trade union apparatus and the general conformity to this pattern of
the 'extremists' strengthencd the conviction of the ruling class that,
apart from isolated incidents here and there the bill would go through.
All the 'experts' proved to be wrong. On December 20, only the municipal
workers were officially on strike but within 3 days the strike had exten—
ded to miners, railway workers, dockers, enginecering workers, teachers,
shop employees, office workers, etc. The official endorsement of the wor-—
kers'! action by the trade union lcaders only came 48 hours later. They
had hardly been given any choice in the matter.

Their calculations upset, 'betrayed' by their 'socialist' friends -
(after all, the failure of the union and socialist leaders to contain the
working class is tantamount to betrayal) — the bourgeoisie had to take a
decigions retreat or fight. The nced to cut government expenditure was
forced on the ruling class by morc factors than the mere loss of the Congo.
In the Common Markect area, Belgian workers enjoy wage rates which are se-
cond only to those of Western Germany. Belgian rates are higher than the
French and almost twenty percent higher than those of the Dutch workers.
But in contrast, Belgian industry has over the last few yecars entecred a
period of stagnation and decline. Employment in textile and coalmining
has slumped by 35 percent. Unemployment figures are, in reclation to po-
pulation, the second highest in Burope and are only exceeded by those of
Italy. Belgian mines and steel mills are hopeleossly inefficient and anti-
quated. Belgian capital has gradually been diverted into more profitable
fields of home and foreign investment, rather than into the basic industries.

The 'Loi Unique! had two objectivess to assist the capitalists to
carry out a programme of rationalization (similar to the Pinay-Rueff ex-
perience in France) and discipline the working class,both socially and
politically. The purpose of these treforms! is to strengthen the posi-
tion of Belgium's ruling class in the Common Market... and to do so at
the expensc of the working class.



The law comprised three types of attacks against working class con-~
ditions: first, a considerable increasc in indirect taxation. Secondly,
an alteration of uncmployment bencfit of a type that would deprive of
such benefit people (particularly women) who had been unemployed for some
time, and who were unable to provide evidence of many months of previous
regular employment. Thirdly, the raising of the pension age and the sup—
pression of cortain pension rights, affocting primarily workers 'in the
scrvice of public authoritics' such as railwaymon, teachers and rcegional
and municipal employecs. '

The net effect of these measures would have been a fall in purchasing
power of the order of 3 percent and the granting of intolerable rights to
the authorities to investigate the domestic circumstances of numerous wor—
kers. Many felt that if the 'public employees' went down their turn would
be next... and that sickness bencfits would be the next to be slashed!

It is of course impossible to prophesy what the outcome of the strike
will be. Many of the classical hallmarks of a developing revolutionary
situation are there. The extraordinary determination displayed by the
workers arises from something more than their innate stubbornes. It ari-
ses from a confidence in their own strength and power. The empty facto-
ries, the silent mines and steel mills and the heaps of unswept garbage
all bear testimony to this fact. Whole sections of the population, nor-
mally apathetic or even hostile %o politics have been drawn into active
participation. People are learning the words of the Internationale, who
had never heard the song before. Not least of these are the 'Teddy boys'.
The women have forsaken the church for the picket line.

Not only do the workers enjoy the sympathy of thousands of clerks
and shopkeepers, but many of these people are active in the demonstrations
and struggle with the police and gendarmerie whose brutalities have as-
sigted in destroying the illusion that the forces of 'law' are there for
everyone's benefit. There are few workers in Belgium today who do not
recognize that the police, the specials and the army belong to the bour-—

- geolsie.

In whole areas of the south embryonic forms of dval power exist.
Shops open and close, coal is delivered, roads are made accessible or not
to traffic only with the agreement of the strike committees. Meanwhile,
the 'official! administrations, whose function it is to manage these mat-
ters in 'mormal! times are in a state of total paralysis.

Proposed amendments to the law fall on deaf and unresponsive ears.
The workers appear to recognize that as long as the present government
remains the principle of the 'Loi Unique' will be applied in one form
or another. The real question in Belgium is whether or not the working
class will recognize the need fully to utilize its power in order to
realize its objectives.



They are of course confronted with all the obstacles that appear in
every such crisis. The official leadership sees the solution to Belgium's
economic difficulties 'through the reform of the State's financial and
credit scctors'. To the 'lefts! the strike i1s a means of pressuring the
Liberals into being more liberal or at best replacing them with 'socialists!
skilled in the manipulations of capitalist economies. Nor can the working
class expect anything different from the Communist Party or the Trotskyists.
The Belgian Communist Party seems anxious to demonsirate that parliamen—
tary lobbies are not a prerogative of their British counterparts. Trot-
skyists argue for a 'purely public national investment board, with an ini-
tial capital of five milliard francs!... They call this a 'socialist so-
lution' (La Gauche, 24.12.60). Hardly one to meke the monopolists tremble!

" Inevitably the traditional organizations act as a brake, and divert
the struggle of the people into reforms, many of which simply reflect the
natural tendency of capitalist economy towards increasing concentration of
wealth and power. Whether or not these manoeuvres will save the situation
for the bourgeoisic does not depend, as some like to think,'on the maturing
of a leadership' but on the workers themselves. Just as it was 'their!
decision to come out on strike, often in defianee of their 'leaders'; so
only they can decide on the question of power itself.

On many occasions they have demonstrated an impatience with the offi-
cials but one must recognize that the more left leaders, such as Renard,
are still able to command the allegiance and loyalty of the great majority.
Here lieg the answer to the outcome of the strike. Will the workers con-
tinue delegating their power to 'leaders'? Or will they assert themselves,
with thelr own programme and their own methods of struggle? Only if the
working class consciously takes the “latter course can the general strike
lead to the socialist revolution. If not, it is doomed to defeat,

For British socialists what is now taking place in Belgium is of
tremendous importance. The problem the Belgian workers face, that of
sceing the need to take their destiny into thelr own hands, is the same

-problem the British workers will eventually have to face... and answer.

Bob Pennington.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Covers Strikers parading in the streets of Liege-.

Pig. 1 Demonstration in Liege, the day before the royal wedding. A poster
expresses sokidarity with republican Spain.

Fig.}Zé " Crowd scene outside the Maison du Peuple, Liege, during the strike.

Fig. 3 Conscripfed dustmen in Liege. They wear inscriptions protesting
against the Lol Unique.

Pig. 43 Strikers in Liege.

The pictures were tagken by comrade M. Horne of Le Monde du Travail
to whom our thanks are offered for great help to our reporter.
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