
FOURIER AND COMPUTER DATING

byJoan Roelofs

The spir i t  of  computcr dat ing,  lacking onlv the technolog-v,  \ \ 'as one of  a number of
st l ter t tes bv ivhi t :h Char les Four ier  u 'antcd to radical lv rransfrrrm hurnan scxual
I l lat ions.  Ear lv l  gth centu.v-  social ist  thought,  social ist  ntovernenrs anr l  erper inrcrr ts
\ \ 'ere col lcer l led wi th the ent i re catalog of  miser ies af l l ic t ing huntankind. Monogarrrv
and al l  i ts  woes f igured fhr rnore prorninent lv than surplus valuc,  which (according to
pl tar t r racists ' records) was rarelv the causc of  suic ic la l  < lcpression. Thc Marxist  t racl i -
t ion,  lvhi lc pavingl ip service ro rhe"utopian" <r i t iquc of  bourgcois socierv,  rcpressed
rrrost  of  the "<'ul tural"  col lccrns of 'ear lv social isrr , .

The utopians did not ip;nore or accept capi ta l ism; i r  rvas a rnajor cvi l ,  but  not
rrecessar i lv  the source of  a l l  the other evi ls.  Therelbre,  thev did not i rnagine that the

abol i t ion of  capi ta l ism would autornat ical lv produe e a bravc new world.  Rather,  thev
verv pract icaL\ at ternptcd to t ransform dehumanizing inst i tut ions.  In contrast ,  the
rnessianic overtone of  rnuch of  the Marxist  t radi t ion rnakes i t  appear to be the "uto-

pian" one.

Four ier  is of  part icular intercst  for  two reasons. The f i rst  was an evenr in the scholar lv

lvor ld.  Certain of  Four ier 's u 'orks,  considerccl  too wi ld and wool lv,  had been sup-

pressed bv his fo l lowers.  Thev we rc f i rst  publ ished in France in 1967, under the r i r le:  a/
nouteau monde amoureux (The New Amorous World - Vol. VII of tlte Oeuures completes rle

Charles Four ier ,  Anthropos Edi t ionl .  This mater ia l  is  ourrageous and hi lar ious,  manir '

and prophet ic.

Even without th is newlv discovered rnater ia l ,  Four ier  is  re levant.  He n'as chief l_v

recognized bv Marx and Engels for  h is feminisrn,  but  h is c loctr ine is also the quin-
tessence of  "Srnal l  is  Beaut i fu l"  and "Make Love, Not War."  He was inrenselv con-

cerned with the degradat ion of  rhe environmenr;  povertv amiclst  p lent l - ;  the un-

heal thy,  i rnrnoral  and/or bor ing nature of  rnost \ \ 'ork;  problems of  loncl iness,  es-

pecial lv arnong the aged; the rcpression olwomen, both sexual lv and intel lectual lv;

the la i lure of  rnarr iage to achieve anv of  i ts  supposcd purpose s;  and violence, whether

of  the indiv idual  1u'hich he bel icved the resul t  of  repression) or mi l i tar ist ic nar ion-

al ism. He opposed both v io lent revolut ion and i rnper ia l ism. He did not equare

ecottornic developrnent lv i th progress.  What is rnore ,  hc hacl  crcat ive solut ions to al l  of

these problems. His hedonist ic utopia,  a steadv statc econonlv,  was l iberal lv gracccl
rv i th gastronontv,  f lowers,  sex and music -  h ighlv renelvable resources.

Four ier \vas an important inf luence in 19th and 20th century social isrn in Russia;
feminisrn as u.el l  as the ideal  of  cornrnunal  I iv ingwere basic premises in thc revolu-



tionary movement. r The Bolsheviks, hou'ever, had by the early 1930s purged the uto-
pian aspects of socialism, basing their policies on centralization, economic growth and
the traditional family.'Today, these va.lues are deeply embedded in Soviet sociew.

At this point, a brief look at Fourier 's doctr ine is in orde r.  Fourier bel ieved that peo-
ple were born with certain personali tv wpes, based on their dominant passions. There
were twelve basic passions: the five sensual appetites; four appetites of the soul:
friendship, Iove, family and ambition; and three distributive passions: the caba-list
(love of intrigues), butterfly (love of change and contrast) and composite (desire to
combine pleasure of sense and soul).  The superior individua.ls were the ones with the
greatest complexiw, and the largest number of dominant passions. Fourier believed
that all passions, manias and desire s were good (otherwise God wouldn't have created
them). With the proper organization of sociew, no repression would be necessary. Al l
tastes could be made social lv useful or at least innocuous. The basic unit  of Fourier 's
utopian world, "Harmony" was to be the Phalanx, a communitv of about 1600 people.
This would result in the inclusion of all the basic personality rype s, useful for the pro-
per arrangements o{ work and love.

Fourier al lon'ed for considerable inequali ty in his phalanx. Conspicuous consump-
t ion was also a pleasure that should not be denied: "Lucul lus is the captain of the group
of red cherry-growers, and Scaurus heads the group of maroon cherrv-growers. Com-
petition encourages these two rivals to spend as much on their groups as a prince
would spend on his country vi l la. They provide their groups with wagons and sheds
that are more splendid than those we see on stage at the opera. Each of them has a
magnil icent pavi l l ion constructed in the cherrv-orchard at his own expense to replace
the modest shed furnished bl the regeno'." '  Fourier thought there wouid be three
classes of dining room, catering to those with greater or lesser ref inement of taste.
However, everyone was guaranteed an adequate minimum of food, lodging, clothing,
medical care, education, entertainment and sex; no one starved amidst luxury, as in
"Civilization" (Fourief s name for the current rvorld). Even the third-class dining room
had excellent qualitv and great variery of food, and improvement in Bastronomic dis-
cernment was projected. In Harmonv, Spartan surroundings would be available only
for those u'ho had a passion for that sort of thing. "The poorest wretch in Harmony, a
man who doesn't  have a pennv to his name, has a well-heated and enclosed port ico at
his disposal when he gets into a carriage; he goes from the Palace to the stables by
means ofpaved and graveled underground passage-wavs; he gets from his lodgings to
the public halls and workshops by means of street-galleries which are heated in winter
and ventilated in summer."+ The phalanx was to be generallv self-sufficient, but not
self-contained. There would be trade, parwing, and joint enterprises with the rest of
the world. Freedom and pleasure would dominate l i f 'e; yetworkwould get done, and a
high degree of organization r.r'ould prevail.

How was this possible? Work would be pleasant and constantly varied. People
would be drawn to those wpes of work which satisfied their particular combination of
passions. Much drudgery would be el iminated through communal l iv ing, and "sur-
plus value" el iminated bv ending the need to support middlemen, idlers, bureaucrats
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- twelve classes of parasites in all, including armies and navies: "The apparatus of
men and machines which is cai led an armv spends i ts t ime producing nothing and
wait ing to be used for destructive purposes . .  ." '  Work u'ould be ful l  of enticemenrs
and al lurements: competit ion, sex and pageantrv might be part of the.job.

A major occupation in Harmonvwould be hort iculture, which alongwith domestic
animal raising. gamekeeping, and f ishfarming, u'ould supply a large part of the diet.
Fourier was not much interested in the growing of grain, (perhaps because he couldn't
dige st bread), and Harmonv therebv avoided the superstructure of a grain based diet,
which tends to be centralized and hierarchical, if not imperialistic. Gardening allows
for the maximum control and participation bv the eaters.

Manufacturing would be l imited; Fourier did not feel that i t  could be made very
attract ive work. Besides: "According to this science Ipol i t ical economv] al l  industr ies
are useful as long as they create legions of starving men to sell themselves at bargain
prices to conquerors and shop bosses. Excessive competit ion alwavs reduces the pop-
ulace to the lowest wages when there is work and to indigence during periods of
economic stagnation."o He desired to achieve " I  )  The greatest possible consumption
of dif ferent kinds of foods; 2) The smallest possible consumption of dif ferent kinds of
clothing and furniture . .  ."  This would be possible bv producing goods of extremely
high quali ty: ".  .- .  furniture and clothing wil l  last an extremelv long t ime. They wil l
become etennl."t

Fourier 's educational svsrem, centering on opera and gastronomv, introduced
childre n to the combination of work, study and pleasure. For example, in regard to the
shell ing and sort ing of peas: "This workwhich r l ' i th us would occupv the hands of peo-
ple of thirty, will be consigned to children of two, three, four vears of age: the hall is
provided with incl ined tables containing a number of hol lows; two l i t t le ones are
seated at the raised side; they take the peas out ofthe shel l ,  the incl ination ofthe table
causes the grains to roll toward the lower side where three tots are placed of twenw-
five, thirry, thirw-five months, charged with the task of sorting, and furnished with spe-
cial implements.

The thing to be done is to separate the smallest peas for the sweetened ragout, the
medium ones for the bacon ragout, and the largest for the soup . .  .  .  I f  civi l ized
education developed in every chi ld i ts natural incl inations, we should see nearlv al l
r ich chi ldren enamoured of various very plebeian occupations, such as that of the
mason, the carpenter, the smith, the saddler."o Some of the disgusting work which
needed to be done would be the province of the "Lit t le Hordes," composed of
children who have a penchant for filth (Fourier estimated that % of the boys % of the
gir ls would enrol l  themselves in this corps).

Except for sleeping (and he thought one wouldn't  need much of that;,  Fourier
bel ieved that no occupation should be pursued for more than two hours at a t lme.
Nece ssary dangerous work, as in chemical plants and glass works, would be rotated so
that one person might spe nd only two or three hours a week in those place s. Regular
rotat ion among jobs would not onlv make work less taxing and more interesting, ir
would also bui ld sol idari tv and promote equaliw. One da,v Simone and Pierre would
be in competitive pear-growing groups, but the next dav thev would have to pull
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rogerher in a wine-making brigade, or on a laur-rdrv line. Each Person would ex-

p.ii.n." close work relations with hundreds of people in the Phalanx, as well as with

outsiders in joint projects and in " industr ial" armies (actual ly, conservation armies' or

p.ua..o.pr, as the,v unclertook reforestat ion, bui lding embankrnents, etc.,  and were
.r,erv frienlly to the"natives"). Furthermore, the leader of one group might be a novice

in several others; authority and subordination would be rot2ted. Note that Fourier did

not abol ish expert ise or leadership, or adopt consensus as a procedure. H e rather pro-

posed a merhod close to the Aristotelian ideal of participation - ruling and being

ruled in turn.
Variew in work and play was not to be achieved by chance. EverY evening: "IE]very

individual must go to the Exchange to arrange his work and pleasure sessions for the

fol lowing davs. I t  is there that he makes plans concerning his gastronomic and

amorous meetings and, especially, for his work sessions in the shops and fields.

Everyone has at least ftventy se ssions to arrange, since he makes definite plans fbr the

following day and tentative ones for the day after.
Assuming that 1200 individuals are present, and that each one has twentv sessions tc.r

arrange, this means that in the meeting as a whole the re are 24,000 transactions to be

concluded. Each of these transactions can involve 20, 40, or 100 individuals who must

be consulted and intr igued with or against."o While Fourier insisted he had a svstem

worked out for processing al l  this, the place cries out for a computer. Such are the bare

bones of Fourier's sociery; let us get on to the flesh.

His approach to love-l i fe rvas also radical and l ikewise ir t  need of a computer. Unlike

other early socialists (e.g., Owenite) who traced the source of miserv to marriage.

religion, private properw and the state, Fourier actuallv devised some creative sub-

stitutes for marriage. His schemes are worth examining as his perspective was unusual
- he * 'as a feminist and a sexuallv deprived person (never married, or much of anr'-

thing else).
Fourier 's views contrast with the usual social ist (Owenite or Marxian) posit ion orr

this issue: the advocacV of "free love" or serial monogamv. For the latter, relatiotls

(among socialists before, and everyone after, the revolution) should be based on

romantic love. Engels'view is wpical:  "I f  onlv marriages that are based on love art

moral,  then, also, onlv those are moral in which love condnues. The duration of the

urge of individual sex love dilfers very much according to the individual, particularlr

arnong men; and a definite cessation of affection, or its displacement by a ne\\

passionate love, makes separation a blessing for both parties as well as for sociew. Pe()-

ple wil l  only be^spared the experience of wading through the useless mire of divorcr

proceedings."" 'Al l  social ists assumed that maintenance for chi ldren and mother,

would be provided in some wav indepe ndent of a curre nt I iaison. This is verv useful fo:

men who have a tendencv to seduce and abandon; an occurrence not unknown on tht

left. The problem with the laissez-faire view of love is that it is no more a Suarantee ' :

general happiness than is the corresponding economic doctr ine. In both realms, tho'.

who are in a strong market position will benefit. In the love market, these tend to t 
-

older high status males (radicai or otherwise) and young beauti ful women, especial lr  . :

thev are compliant. The socialist advocacv of "free love" retains most of the disadva: '

tages of legalized monogamv, without anv of its advantages.
Feminists of the earlv l  gth centurv in the Owelr i te moven)ent were not thri l le d :

9. Lttopian Vision, op. cit., p. 253.
10. F.Engels,OzgrnoftheFami\ ,PntatehoperQandtheState, inMarxanclEngels,Sa/eclrdl l  - '

Vol .  I I  (Moscow: Foreign Languages Publ ishing House, l95l) ,  p.  218.



thc prevai l ing free love theories and plact ices. On the one hand, thev were sometimes

rreated as plavthings. On the other hand, "serious" relat ionships carr ied special r isks

for women: "Loving lnen, women became hostages to their own hearts, incapable

even of wi l l ing their freedorn - ,senrimental slaves, '  .  .  ."  " one hundred vears later,

this rvas echoed bv Alexandra Kollontai,  the leftwing Bo' lshevik, rvho rvith her lel low

revolut ionaries had long since been l iberated from legal marriage. I t  was the " love"

parr of . . free love" which she found oppressive to women: "Love with i ts manv dis-

appointments, u'ith its tragedies and eternal dernands fo r pefiedhappinesr still plaved a

verv €lreat role in mv l i fe. An al l- too-great role! I t  was an expenditure of precious t ime

and energv, fruitless ar-rd, in the final analvsis, utterlv $'orthless . . . . our mistake was

rhat each time ue succumbed to the belief that we had fnal\ found the one and onb in the man we

loued, the person with whom we bel ieved \\ 'e could blend our soul, one who was readv

ful lv to recognize us as a sPir i tual-phvsical force.

Btrt oter and or:er again things tunrcd out different\, since the man always tried to impose

his ego upon us and adapt us ful lv to his purposes " ' '

Kol lontai had hopes that in the future women would be able to avoid these traps and

engage in trulv equal relat ionships, u'here love would not dirninish them and their

work. Ho$,ever, the experience of wornen revolut ionaries rvith "free love" has been

frequentlv unhapp,v, e.g., the case of Rosa Luxemburg. l3 The Bohemian \r 'omen of

Greenwich Vi l lage in the 1900- 1914 period found their status was often total lv depen-

de nt on their being pleasing ro 
-. . , .  

14 Without inst i tut ional support of an,v kind, the
.. love bond" had to bear enormous weight. As i t  happened, manv o[ the " l iberated"

men had ego needs which required an associat ion with a beauti ful,  intel l igent, radical

and total lv subordinate woman.tt  The Neu'Left sar,r ' the storv repeated: "As in the

1920s, sexual revolut ion became a l icense for male promiscuitv and female acces-

sibi l iw." l6 Manv radical feminists have come to bel ieve that love is impossible for a

liberated wornan, given the social and psvchological framework of male domination -

female subordination u'hich surrounds that social art i fact. l7

A frequent cr i t ic ism of marriage and familv is that i t  weakens or makes impossible

the bonds of true communitv. Prel iminary studv of evidence from the utopian set-

r lements of l  gth centurv America has shown this to be the case; monogamy tended to

disrupt communir ies. Those societ ies which practiced either cel ibacv or organized

gro.,p marriage avoided such disruptiortr. lE Si- i lur ly in 20th centurv communes'

uncoupling and recoupling frequently led to the withdrau'al of some of the part ies

from the comrnunitv.
There are also the usual indictments of the familv as an inst i tut ion for raising
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chi ldren. As Fourier saw it :  " In the familv system chi ldren spend al l  their t ime crving,
quarrel ing, breaking things and refusing to u'ork." l9 For social ists and feminists there

is the addit ional problem of the family's role in the transmission of sexist,  classist,

authoritarian attitudes from one generation to the next. These negative inheritances

are all the more likelv in "happy" families with "v'ell-adjusted" sPouses.
Fourier shared many of the se attitudes and delighted in compiling catalogs on the

evi ls of monogamy. The wastefulness of individual households was comPounded by

the oppression of women which they entai l :  "Are not women destined to exhibit  in

literature and the arts the same capacitv they have exhibited on the throne, when, from

the davs of Semiramis to Catherine, there have been seuen great queens to one of inferior

capactry, uhile among hings, seren haue been incapabLe, to one that has been great? The same rule

would hold good in literature and the arts; the female sex will carry off the palm in

these departments, when, in the combined order, education shal l  have restored

woman to the use of her faci l i t ies, smothered by a social svstem which engrosses her in

the complicated functions of our isolated households."20
Monogamy was oppressive to men as well  as to women. Fourier dreu'up a scale of

misfortunes in married l i fe: "K Widowerhood. 1. Chance of unhappiness. 2. Disparity
of tastes. 3. Complications. 4. Expense. 5. Vigi lance. 6. Monotonv. Y Steri l i tv. KK

Compound Orphanhood. 7. Discord in education. 8.Jobs and dowries. 9. Departure

of chi ldren. 10. Disappoint ing . in- laws. I  l .  Incorrect information. 12. Adultery or
cuckoldrv. YY False Paterniw."zr Unhappy as the married are, those who are not also
suffer deprivation. Fourier was especially concerned for the unmarried young and old,

and those of any age who were unattached for anv reason (including unattractlveness
or unusual tastes). He did not consider prosti tut ion an acceptable alternative; i ts cash
nexus precluded the ref inements he sought in relat ionships. What Fourier proposed
was a ne\4' amorous order, in which marriage would be abolished, chi ld care and
housework col lect ivized, and a "sexual minimum" the r ight of al l .

Fourier believed that there \4'ere many different kinds of love: sentime ntal, long

term Iust, short term lust, bisexual attract ions, group arrangements ( including "quad-
ri l le") and al l  were worthy of expression. Complexiw was the perfect ion of individuals;
it could also create bonds of love forming a '*'orldwide network and leading to unrver-
sal peace. There would be no jealousv in Harmonv and no hard feel ings. Al l  past and
present Iovers would retain affect ionate t les. World unitv would be promoted bv con-

claves of those from the ends of the earth who shared some exotic and rare mania (or

unusual tastes in food).
Redistribution of wealth would be fostered. Fourier describes the imaginary case of

a wealthv woman, Artemise, u'hose personaliry i l 'pe - omnigvne - gives her a ten-

dencv to carry on eight affairs simultaneouslv: "Consequently at the age of eightv si'..

u ' i l l  have loved. . .  about 1200 men and 600 women In making her ' , ,

Artemise leaves a sum of three mil l ion to her lovers . .  ."22 Therewere plenti ful oppt,:

tunit ies for choice of pleasure and partner in Harmonv, but there lvould also be a good

deal of organizarion, so that no one would be left  out or miss out on an unobvious but

appropriate match. Fourier bel ieved that when the need for sexual grat i f icat ion was

not fulf i l led, social disorders resulted, just as thev might from the denial of subsis-

19. Ut1pian Vi ion,  oP. c i t . ,  P.99.
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rence. Once phvsical grat i f icat ion u'as assured, love could develop in al l  i ts nobi l i tv
and refinement.

How was the minimum to be assured? To some extent, Fourier expected his societv
to produce condit ions in u'hich everyone would get into the act. "First love is said to
leave a last ing impression. Thus the frec plav of this passion is part icularlv irnportant rn
Harmonv. Since the choice is free, there rvi l l  be relat ivelv few lads who become
passionatelv attached to lasses of their o\\ ' 'n age. Nature loves contrasts and readi lv
l inks people of disparate ages. Furthermore, so man,v fr iendlv relat ions are establ ished
in Harmonv between people of widelv divergent ages that i t  wi l l  become common-
place for a voung lad to begin his amorous career with an elderly woman and for a
voung gir l  to begin q' i th a mature rnan. Of course there is nothing predetermined
about the matter since evervone's choice wil l  be free . .  ."23 More persuasive aids to
assortrnent would be provided bv the rules of love and the "courts" which enforced
them. Young people voluntari lv enrol le d in the " Damselate" were expected to practice
fidel i ty "unti l  thev have f inished their education."z{ But: " .  .  IN]" one is expelled
from the Damselate unti l  he or she has committed three inf idel i t ies and one inconsis-
tancv . .  .  .  Onh'half  an inf idel i tv is counted i f  a Damsel has an alfair u' i th onc of the
priests or priestesses who, in view of their age, are given special advantages . . . . A
homosexual affair is onlv counted as half an infidelity. . . . Ary Damsel m?y redeem
an inf idel i tv bv spending two nights rvith an elderlv priest or priestess."" "Anpqelic
couples" - exceptionallv handsome and beautiful lovers - would gain glory bv shar-
ing themselves with twentv admirers each. "We will see how a pure, refined and
transcendent se nt imental relat ionship u' i l l  not reach phvsical consummation unti l  the
two lovers have had phvsical relations with all who ardentlv desire them. We will see
how bv this act of arnorous philanthropl, thev will obtain the same glorv that civiliza-
t ion gives to_a Decius or a Regulus and other such marwrs for rel igious or pol i t ical
principles. "zb

Industrial armies (for reforestation, building embankments, etc.) are mustered with
expectations of great festivities. A group of virgins (male and female members of the
Vestalate) provide a special attract ion, for i t  is on these campaigns that thev choose
their f i rst lovers, thereupon entering into the Damselate. Another group, Bacchants
and Bacchantes, are charged rvith "recovering the wounded," i .e.,  spending a few davs
taking care of the rejected suitors. Enrol lment in anv of these orders is voluntarv, but
once enrol led certain rules must be obeved or punishments are imposed, which turn
out to be acts ofsexual "phi lanthropv."

The use of computers could increase productivi tv in Fourier 's world. One of his
scenarios has a thousand adve nturers and adventure sses visi t ing a Pha.lanx in Cnidos.
Upon arr ival,  each visi tor hands over to the high prie sts and priestesses a writ te n "con-
fession" containing information on his or her part icular passions, tastes and recent
encounters. A l ight snack fol lows, while the "confessors" calculate f ive or six l ikelv
matches for each adventurer. "Svmpathetic matching takes everything into account,
and the f inal choices made are those which seem most l ikelv to comolement previous

en( ounters cither r h rough cor lr  rasl or ident in .  "27 There fol lorn:s a prel inr inarv " skirmish."
a general phvsical encounter of the whole crew. Some wil l  se tt le down at that t i rne; they

23. titopian Visktn, oP. cit., P. 365
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27 .  Ib i r l . .  p.  388.



are,,monogvnes,, dominated by the passion of touch. "But such relat ionships, which

are no more than simple .-o.o,l' ties, deriving from purely physical affinities' will

sadsfu no more than a twendeth of the lovers in Harmony ' ' ' F9t the goal of Har-

;;;; t;-;.rr"uiirn l.*p.und amorous relationships based on both physical and
^,.oi.il;] 

;ffi;i;;.,'t, Most will then proceed to the reconnoitering room: "The

individual has been given a list with p...ir" information concerning the spiritual

affinities and t.-po.u.-* i.,.linations of each of his potential partners. He is also able to

determine their piysical attraction since they are right before his eves and since he has

perhaps already gotten acquainted with.them during the introductory bacchanaha ' ' .l'-

Conflicts will be minimrzed and resolvable in 
"aiious 

satisfactory wavs: "The whole

point ol the operarrons of the court of love is to determine these spiritual sYmpathies at

lh. u.ry outset in order to minimize competition for the most phvsically attractive

individuals. such competition leaves ,om. peopl. *ith tbrongs oIadmirers and leaves

a great many orher people in a state of abandonment."30 "No f inal decisions wil l  be

m"ade ,-,ntil .".ryo'r. his had a chance to converse with all his or her candidates'

; ; ;" ; ;  t  
"st 

have a chance to present himself to those he de sires and to inspect the

information recorded on rheir escutcheons concerning their personalities,.their habits'

currenr caprlces, mosr recent passions, and their need ofalternating and contrasflng

pi.ur.,."r.;'t Along the *"y 
"l"bo,utt 

precautions are taken to make sure no one's

ieelings are hurt. Oiften the Confessors and Confessoresses (who are generally older

people) will have to lntervene directlv to assist clients with special needs, Although

Fourierassul leseff .ect ivecontracept ionisnoproblemthereisoneshadowtodarken
the general merrrment: ' .1 cannot rcpeat roo olren. however, that customs so al ien to

o.r.J.ur-r.rot be establishe d during the first years of Harmonv. It will first be necessary

ro purge the globe of svphi l is and-other skin diseases. Unti l  this is accomPlished' Har-

.onv *i l t  be mo.e circumspect about love than civi l izat ion nou' is.. .".

Four ierhastemperedl iberrywithequal i ry.Hispreciseschemes,completewith
Chief Fairies, po,-rtiffs, Fakirs, ilonferror.rr.r, etc., are cerainly outlandish, but the

spirit of devising alternatives to monogamv or "free love" would be a reasonable proj-

ect. on the one hand, either mar.iage or the lack of it is a major source of misery in

,,civi l izat ion.,,  One is nor here advoiat ing the aboli t ion of marriage; in our exist ing

soclery marrlage as well as propertv is Jready done awav u'ith for nine tenths of

the ptpulat ioi.  r t  i ,  is poisibiv a result of the "f l ight from commitment" fos-

t. . . i  p..h"p, bV the increasing rat io of rvornen t. ,  
- . .r .33 

In anv case, the disintegra-

t ior-,  ,r imarriage seents to be a ph.nomenon of advanced countr ies. Yet marriage and

the familv are.s,,ch central inst i tut ions that their gradual disintegration is bound to

have serious consequences for a societV - as well  as for the individuals concerned'

Fourier contrived institutions to replace marriapJe, with the added advantage that thev

provided an ideal cl iversion for a steadv state economy, being based on renewable

resources.
But what of love, it might be asked? Manv may believe in it, but along with santa

Claus and God, evidenceiupposedlv support ing the phenomenon mav be explained

28. Ib id. ,  p.390.
29. Ib id. ,  p.  39 |  .
30. Ibid.
31. Ib id. ,  p.393.
32. Ib id. ,  p.395.
33. Barbara Ehrenreicli, "The Male Revolt: After the Brcadwinner Vanishes," rVallon, Feb'

26, l 983, pp' 239-242; Marcia GuttentapJ and Paul Secord' Too '\/Ian1 Women'' The Sex Ratio Qtestion

(Bever lv Hi l ls :  Sage, 1983).



in other ways. The concept would appear to provide more costs than benefits. An

incredible amount of time, energ'y, and capital is spent in the largely haphazard proc-

ess of mate selection (both for short term and long term undertakings). The results of

this "svstem" are not impressive. The divorce rate understates the general level of mis-

ery, ro say nothing of rhose rvhose search has been fruitless. One might rejoinder that

an external i ty of this process is "fun." So i t  might be for prom kings and queens, but

what about the indubitablv larger group that never saw the inside of a prom, or did so

onlv by dint of a deus ex machina in the form of a cousin? Some resort to comme rcial

compurer services or tradit ional shadchonim, but such a svstem cries out for univer-

salitv. These stopgap measures are as irrational as the thousands of emplovment ap;en-

cies operating in the same market. Furthermore, manv peoPle (even intel l igent ones)

would rather serrle for u'hat comes around the corner than applv rationalitv to this

quest.
Some mav regard the rational creation of nerl' institutions as a follv or tvrannv.

However, the use of social science to promote the happiness of humankind was the

original objective of socialism as well as that of political science itself since Plato.

Increasing rat ional i tv and predictabi l iw can enhance both freedom and equaliw; i t  is

the strong who chief ly benefi t  from laissez-faire condit ions. Furthermore, the creation

of new institutions - which can alu'avs be modified bv experience - can prefigure the

value s of the good sociew.

Appendix: Urgile et Valire

Harold is twenw, Maude is eighw. Loving Harold, she discovers he has a natural
aversion to responding. Let us see how the t ies of circumstances can tr iumph over this
repugnance, bv opposing it with four affectionate ties: rwo amicable ties (A) and two
federative ties (F).

Al-Harold is a member of forty groups, in several of which he is in a very close
relat ionship with Maude. Since he was f ive, he has been in the blue hvacinth group,
and he has excel led in i t .  He owes his talent to Maude, president of the group. She has
been his devoted instructor and has taught him all the refinements of the art.

A2-Harold is learning engraving; his efforts have been highlv praised. Again, it is ro
Maude that he owes his glorv. Dean of the group, she has been happv to instruct him as
she has recognized his potential at an earlv age.

F3-Harold has a penchant for a science total lv unknown in Civi l izat ion, rhe algebra
of love or the calculus of fortuitous sympathies in love. I t  is the art of matching, by their
passions, a mass of men and women who have never seen each other, so that each of
the 100 men will identifu right awav which of the 100 women he will love, perfectlv suit
in mind and spirit, and match in character and even idiosyncratic fantasies. This
science requires long practice along with theorv. Maude , who is the most skilled ,,svm-

pathisC' in the country, teaches Harold. I t  is on Maude that he pins his hopes for suc-
cess in this science, which carries great rewards in fame and fortune.

A4-Harold wants to join an industrial armv (about 300,000 people, of whom 100,000
are women) which is going to campaign on the Rhine during the lush springrime to
construct bridges and embankments. There will be magnificenr parries everv evenrng.
To be admitted, Harold needs to have been on eight campaigns; he has been on onlv
nvo. He is inel igible, unless an exception is made.

Maude is the High Marron (or Chief Fairvl of the Rhine armv, heading the Depart-
ment of Fortuituous svmpathies for the 300,000 men and women. she states that



Harold u,ould hclp her rn this $,ork. An e xception is rnade for him; he rvi l l  be adrnit ted

to this lovelr,arntr l ,  al thot,gh his prerecluisi tes are lacking He lcaves as attach6 in the

Off ice of Chicl Fain'.

Thcre are these four bonds betu'een Harold and Maude,\vhich tend to deflect anv

natural rePugnance: trvo aff.ectiorrate borrds for past sen,ices arrd two |ederative bonds

fcrr future sen' ices. Thc result u' i l l  be to st ir  up in Harold' not direct love for Maucle' trut

an outpouring ofgrat i tude, indirect aff ini tv, neutral l inks, rvhich take the place of love'

and u,i l l  leacl t .  the sane rcsult.  Maude rvi l l  get Harold bv pure affect ion' The eightv

vears wil l  nor be a barr ier fcrr Harold; he hastce. uscd to being with Maude si 'ce he

".^ ".""g. ""uth 
is intrepid in loYe rvithcnough st inrulat ion, and Harold tel ls Maude

.ighi uruu' that hc ouo.ld b. happv t. make tribute for cvervthing that he on'es t. her'

He rvi l l  nor beconre h.. . , 'urturrt ' lover, iust her cake from t i |ne to t inrc l t  n' i l l  bc fbr

Maude a conquesr without self ish o*oidid motin'es, vcn dif ferent from thosc nade

todav bv eighir,vear old.worrre .,  * 'ho can onl '  ha'e vou.g r l le '  b'  pa' ing f irr  i t  ( fre elv

translated fronr Fourier).""t

l 'us kL Liberti en amotLr' ed Daniel  Gu6r in iPar is:  Gal l i rnard'  19751'  pp 2:30-232


