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Three Ohio death-sentenced prisoners hunger
strike for rights, 2011
January 3,
2011
to: January 15,
2011
Country: United States
Location City/State/Province: Youngstown, Ohio
Location Description: Ohio State Penitentiary
Goals:
"We who have been sentenced to death must be granted the exact same privileges as other death-sentenced prisoners." Bomani Shakur

The three strikers, as well as their ally, Namir Abdul Mateen, were being denied privileges granted to others on Ohio's death
row. These privileges included access to online news and legal databases, semi-contact visits with family members, access to
the prison commissary, recreation time, and in-person interviews with media.

Methods
Methods in 1st segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 2nd segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 3rd segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 4th segment:
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 5th segment:
002. Letters of opposition or support
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Methods in 6th segment:
002. Letters of opposition or support

013. Deputations
034. Vigils
159. The fast (fast of moral pressure, hunger strike, satyagrahic fast)
Additional methods (Timing Unknown):
013. Deputations
Notes on Methods:
It is unclear from the media reports how many times the prisoners met with prison officials. It is also not clear what exact
methods were used to spread the word to the public

Classifications
Classification:
Change
Cluster:
Human Rights
Group characterization:
Death-sentenced prisoners

Leaders, partners, allies, elites
Leaders:
Siddique Abdullah Hasan (Carlos Sanders), Bomani Shakur (Keith Lamar), Jason Robb
Partners:
Namir Abdul Mateen (James Were)
External allies:
Binghamton University Sociology Professor Denis O'Hearn; Labor Activists and Attorneys Alice and Staughton Lynd;
numerous human rights attorneys, scholars, and activists
Involvement of social elites:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Professor Noam Chomsky

Joining/exiting order of social groups
Groups in 1st Segment:
Alice and Staughton Lynd
Denis O'Hearn
Namir Abdul Mateen
Groups in 2nd Segment:
Groups in 3rd Segment:
Groups in 4th Segment:
Groups in 5th Segment:

Noam Chomsky
Scholars
and activists
human rights attorneys
Groups in 6th Segment:
Segment Length: Approximately 2 days

Opponent, Opponent Responses, and Violence
Opponents:
Warden David Bobby, Ohio State Penitentiary
Nonviolent responses of opponent:
Not known
Campaigner violence:
Not known
Repressive Violence:
Not known

Success Outcome
Success in achieving specific demands/goals:
6 points out of 6 points
Survival:
1 point out of 1 points
Growth:
2 points out of 3 points
Notes on outcomes:
Survival score is 1 because strikers stayed together throughout entire campaign.

Growth score is 2 because of the amount of outside support this campaign garnered.
This researcher lacks evidence to support claims that this hunger strike strengthened a movement to seek clemency for the
prisoners, however, the outside support garnered by this campaign undoubtedly will continue.

Three men sentenced to death in Ohio staged a twelve-day hunger strike in January 2011 with the goal of gaining the same living
conditions as the 100 other prisoners on Ohio's Death Row. The men, Keith Lamar, Jason Robb, and Carlos Sanders were
sentenced to death for their roles in the 1993 Lucasville Uprising, the deadly and longest-lasting prison revolt in United States
history. For the last seventeen years, the three men, along with James Were, who was also involved in the Uprising, had been
held in 23-hour-a-day solitary confinement. They had been barred from access to an online legal and news database, prevented
from acquiring additional food and clothing from the prison commissary, and denied all physical contact with their family
members.
At the time of the hunger strike, Keith Lamar, who prefers to be called Bomani Shakur, Carlos Sanders, who now goes by
Siddique Abdullah Hasan, Jason Robb, and James Were who goes by Namir Abdul Mateen, were being held at the Ohio State
Penitentiary (OSP) in Youngstown, Ohio. They were being held in "administrative maximum security," which is the most

restrictive section of the OSP. This prison was designed in such a way so as to drastically minimize contact with other living
beings. Hundreds of men have been held in OSP for short periods of time, but only Shakur, Hasan, Robb, and Mateen were
being held in perpetual isolation.
The three strikers demanded that they be allowed to have increased time outside of their cells (which were the size of one city
parking space). They claimed to be suffering from ill health due to limited exposure to sunlight. They also demanded semicontact visits, during which prisoners can reach through a small hole of bulletproof glass to touch their visitor's hand. Further
demands included: access to the LexisNexis news and legal database, so that the prisoners could help their counsels file their
appeals; in-person interviews with media; and the ability to buy extra food and warm and cold weather clothing at the prison
commissary. All of these privileges were given to the other Death Row prisoners in Ohio at the time of this hunger strike.
The three hunger strikers were deeply influenced by Bobby Sands' 1981 hunger strike in an Irish prison. Bomani Shakur and
Jason Robb had both learned about this strike through Denis O'Hearn's book, Nothing But an Unfinished Song. Shakur had also
read Richard Wright's Native Son and was reading Nor Meekly Serve My Time when the strike began.
On January 3, 2011, Hasan and Shakur started their liquid-only hunger strike. Robb joined on January 4. These three prisoners
convinced their fellow prisoner, Mateen, not to participate in the action due to his diabetes. At the beginning of the strike, David
Bobby, the OSP Warden, insisted that he would not concede to any of the prisoners' demands. United States labor activists and
attorneys Alice and Staughton Lynd, as well as Binghamton University Sociology Professor Denis O'Hearn, had been visiting
the prisoners prior to the hunger strike. When the strike began, they publicized the prisoners' actions.
The prisoners met with Warden Bobby several times during the strike, although the dates of these meetings are not clear. The
strikers insisted on receiving a written statement from the Warden agreeing to all of their demands before they would end their
strike. The prisoners most likely learned the importance of getting a written statement from the Irish hunger strikers of the 1980s.
On January 13, in what Shakur believed to be retaliation for his involvement in the hunger strike, United States District Court
Judge for the Southern district of Ohio, Thomas M. Rose, denied Shakur's petition for writ of habeas corpus.
By January 15, 2011, 1,200 people from across the United States and around the world signed an open letter to Warden Bobby in
support of the striking prisoners. The signatories of this letter included Noam Chomsky, human rights and legal scholars, and
members of organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union and the Center for Constitutional Rights.
On January 14, Warden Bobby presented the striking prisoners with a signed statement outlining OSP's agreement to all of the
prisoners' demands. According to the statement, most of the policy changes would take effect immediately. The semi-contact
visits would begin on February 1, 2011. The prisoners also obtained phone privileges for up to one-hour per day and additional
recreation time. The changes outlined in this statement applied to all prisoners held in administrative maximum security.
The three strikers received the Warden's statement on January 14, and Robb ended his hunger strike that day. Shakur and Hasan
continued their strike for one more day, as they knew that a vigil would be held on their behalf.
On January 15, a crowd of supporters gathered in the parking lot of an evangelical church close to the OSP. According to an
analysis of media reports, this was the first such gathering in support of the strike. A small group, comprised of the striking
prisoners' families and advocates, left the vigil and made its way into the OSP. It was a Saturday, so Warden Bobby was off.
Upon entering the prison, the group was handed Warden Bobby's statement. The OSP implemented all of the changes outlined
by Warden Bobby in his statement.
According to Binghamton University Professor Denis O'Hearn, "public pressure seems to have played a decisive role in winning
a successful end to the hunger strike after such a short period." As the strike ended, Jason Robb told attorneys Alice and
Staughton Lynd, "this time around the fight was for better prison conditions, now we begin fighting for our lives."

Research Notes
Influences:
This campaign was influenced by the Irish Hunger Strike of the early 1980's (see "Irish republican prisoners campaign for
special status, 1976—1981")(1).
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