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MAY DAY CELEBRATION
CRUSHED BY TANKS *
FROM GERMANY

Cleveland, May 2.—The May Day
celebration here was marked hy two
deaths, scores of people wounded and
sent to the hospitals, some hundreds
less seriously injured and over 130
sentenced and fined on charges of
rioting, while several others are held
on charges of attempting to kill. This
was all the result of police activity in
breaking up a parade which had been
arranged by Socialists and Union
members.

There was no city ordinance violat-
ed by the paraders, but the mayor
had issued an order to the police to
suppress any violations of the law
with promptness and firmness. This
gave the police their chance, and
when it was reported to a police
captain that a patrolman was being
mobbed the order went out for the
officers to start action. The dead,
wounded and convicted among the
paraders is the result. Those who
were convicted were all sentenced to
the limit of the law.

Several parades started from dif-
ferent parts of the town to converge
at the public square. The paraders

were orderly, but were soon being| -

heckled by the police and “patriots,”
with the result that a “riot” was
started. In suppressing the riot the
mounted police and several war tanks
were used to support the patrolmen.
In driving the war tanks thru the
streets there was no effort made to
avoid women and children, but all
v ers cutpelled Lo run Tor their lives.

Part of the war tanks were among

those taken from Germany at the
close of the war.

It is freely admitted that the first
offense was committed by those cal-
ling tRemselves “patriots,” as they
attacked those in the parade without
cause, but this was permitted and
even encouraged by the police, as it
gave them the chance to “suppress
lawlessness,”

MAY DAY CELEBRATION
BY RUBBER WORKERS

Akron, May 2.—For the first time
in the history of Akron a May Day
celebration took place which resulted
successfully. This was done in spite
of the fact that the yellow Socialist
machinists and moulders union had
started to conduct the parade and
celebration.

The parade assembled at Butchel
and Main Sts. with banners. One
banner wag inseribed, “We demand
the release of all industrial prison-

ers,” another, “We demand amnesty | |

for all political prisoners,” while
several others declared for free
speech, free press and free assem-
blage. When the moulders saw the
banners in the parade they with-
drew. )

The parade started at 7 P. M. with
several thousand workers in line, and
two good bands playing the “Marseil-
laise.” The parade marched thru the
principal streets of Akron led by
sixteen police and followed by a
patrol wagon filled with police. The
parade reached Perkins Square about
7:30.

The meeting was called to order
by a member of the machinists union,
also a yellow Socialist by the name of
Newman. The A. F. of L. orators,
some of them members of the Social-
ist Party, preached and demanded the
eight hour work day, which has al-
ready existed in Akron for several
months. Also, vote catching speeches
were made.

The first regular speaker was
Private Karl Ulrich, just discharged
from the army and still wearing his
uniform. He told the listeners to or-
ganize, that the machinists union was
willing to help. He said the workers
should all organize, from the man
who uses the pick and shovel to the
man who cuts diamonds, and that an
injury to one is an injury to all,
which was followed by applause.

The next speaker was E. Parker,
organizer for the machinists, and he
also made a strong plea for the eight
hour day. A controversy then arose
between us and the chairman, and the
chairman told us that on account of
what occured in Cleveland in the
afternoon he feared our speaking
would cause trouble. The chairman
was supported in his argument by a
vellow Socialist. :

However, we told him that if we
were not allowed to speak from the
game platform we would hold a meet-
ing under the auspices of the One
Big Union. By this time the organ-

izer was thru, and a politician who
is looking for an office next fall then
spoke. He advised organization along
political lines.

At the conclusion of

¢
#

7. .

1 f W 7 1

v

“

o T e

STRIKE FOR LIBERTY

his talk he introduced a resolution de-
manding amnesty for all political and
industrial prisoners, which was un-
animously carried.

While the speaking was going on
Fellow Worker Rose Turk had ar-
ranged a soap box at another place.

The chairman then got up and made
a plea that all the machinists and
sympathizers go home in an orderly
manner while they could be accom-
panied by the band, thinking thus we
would be left in the lurch. But their
plans were not carried out

Fellow Worker Monoldi jumped on
an auto and began talking and the
crowd remained. Monoldi explained
the meaning of May Day, and was
tremendously cheered, as he was also
when he mentioned the One Big
Union as a means of crushing the
Rubber Trust. After an eloquent ap-
peal he introduced Fellow Worker
Morris H. Rogers, who explained
what took place in Russia and Hun-
gary.

After an eloquent appeal by Ro-
gers he introduced Fellow Worker
Rose Turk, who was the final spéaker.
She told the crowd to break their
chains and to join in the . W. W,,
which brought great applause. She
concluded by inviting the crowd to
our hall. Before the meeting was
over the yellow Socialists had disap-
peared. as they feared trouble. We
then went to our hall and held a
meeting, which ended with singing
“Solidarity Forever."”

We are anticipating to line up all
rubber workers in the One Big Union
in the near future.

Missoula, April 28.—A hall has
been opened here at 123 W. Main St.,
and all Fellow Workers going thru
here are asked to give the Secretary,
Nat Bobcock, a eall. ‘

DEMAND RESTORATION OF
STOLEN WEALTH

Van Voorhis, Pa.—The miners of
this place have made demands that
the government of the United States
shall

1. Recognize the Soviet govern-
ment of Russia, which protects the
interests of the working class of the
whole world.

2. Recall the Allied armies from
every part of Russia.

3. Release political and war pris-
oners, which would be justified by
and consistent with the constitution
of the United States, which guaran-
tees freedom of speech to every one.
In spite of this guarantee and though
the war has ended, innocent people

are being forced to endure hardships |

in jails.

4. Recognize Martens as the sole
representative in the United States
of the Russian Soviets of peasants
and workers. :

They have also demagpded that the
government of the United States as-
sist in the transfer by Bakhmetieff
to Martens, as the representative of
Russia, whatever property belonging
to the Russian people there may be at
present in the United States, consist-
ing of money and manufactured ar-
ticles.

In addition to this, they demand
that Bakhmetieff shall give to Mart-
ens a complete account of his activ-
ity from the time he took over the
office of the ambassador to the pres-
ent time, and if he shall fail to sur-
render all af the property claimed by
Martens, the latter as the representa-
tive of the Russian people shall be
enabled to obtain recovery of the
same thru the courts.

OMAHA MAYOR SCARED
OF DEMONSTRATION

Omaha, May 1.—The Socialists and
L W. W. of Omaha arranged to hold
a mass meeting in celebration of May
Day, and had rented the Swedish
Auditorium for the occasion. The

Meyor, however, took it upon himself | g

to decide what was to be said and
done at the meeting, and at once for-
bid it being held. The following is
his letter to the 1. W. W.:

Omaha, April 30, 1919

I. W. W. Headquarters,
104 North 13th Street,
Omaha, Nebraska.
Gentlemen:

My attention has been called to
circulars advertising a public meeting
to be held by your, organization and
others at the Swedish Auditorium on
Thursday evening, May 1st. I im-
mediately took this up with the
management of the Auditorium and
was advised that when they agreed
to the use of the Auditorium
for that evening they had no
knowledge of the character of the
meeting that was to be held. At my
request the management of the Audi-
torium has stated that the building
will not be open to your organization
on that night and that any money
that was paid for the use of the
building will be refunded to the par-
ties who made the payment.

In this connection permit me to say
that as Mayor of Omaha I will pre-
vent in so far as it is within my
power any public meetings being
held by the 1. W. W. for the purpose
of spreading its doctrines among the
people of Omaha. Your organization
will please govern itself accordingly.

Yours very truly,
Ed. P. Smith, Mayor.

GREAT L. W. W. CONVENTION MEETS

FIFTY-FOUR DELEGATES ARE SEATED

NO OPPOSITION AS YET FROM THE POWERS

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
OF THE WORLD NOW
IN CONVENTION

By Roberta Bruner

Monday, May 5, 1919, at 10:09 A.
M. marked the beginning of the most
important convention the American
workers have ever known. In a brief
speech of acceptance Fellow Worker
Abner E. Woodruff, elected tempo-
rary chairman, expressed the prevail-
ing thought of the day, saying:

“The eleventh convention of the
1. W. W. is a most important one.
The world is entering upon a period
of reconstruction. We, the militant
working class, are also entering upon
a like period, in order to have the
new structure ready to replace falling
capitalism. What we do, therefore, is
of immense importance."”

Later, on being elected permanent
chairmen for the convention, the same
Fellow Worker made an even shoiler
but more vital, speech as follows. “I
shall make no sort of a speech of
aecceptance for the bhanar wvon hove
conferred upon me. 1 simply want to
remind you of your duty to the work-
ing class. Now get busy!”

The convention needed no bidding
to “get busy.” The seating of three
contested delegates required a liberal
interpretation of the constitution, but
showed a desire to brush aside petty
technicalities for the more useful con-
structive work at hand.

The rules and regulations commit-
tee offered a comprehensive report
including the following points: The
convention is to meet at 9 A. M., to
adjourn at 12 noon, reconvene at 2
P. M. and adjourn for the day at 6 P.
M. Five minutes shall be the maxi-
mum time to speak on any motion.

REPRESENTATION IN

CONVENTION

The representation,of the different
Unions, together with the number of
votes theygare entitled to, is as fol-
lows:

Lumber Workers I. U. No. 500,
Maurice Daly, Tom Murphy, Robert
Ransom, Oscar Wualli, James Cun-
ningham, Leonard Broman, August
Walquist, A. W. Thorne, Earl Os-
borne, Tom Scot and John Grady, with
91 wvotes.

Metal Mine Workers 1. U. No. 800,
A. S. Embree, J. F. Fuller, John
Shank, Jukka Toivar and Ernest
Hawkins with 66 votes.

Marine Transport Workers I. U.
Nos. 700 and 100, and Branch 1 of
Local 8, Charles Carter, William Cun-
ningham, Robert V. Chestnut and
Genaro Pazos with 62 votes.

Construction Workers 1. U. No.
573, Jas, H. Kelly, Abner E. Wood-
ruff, Robert Nelson, A. Lerman, John
Kivinieni, Henry Burke, George
Penn, James Patton, Nick Valerio
and R. V. Lewis with 45 votes.
Agricultural Workers 1. U. No. 400,
. V. Lewis, T. A. Jenkins, James
Kelly, P. Taft and George Aldridge
with 21 votes. (R. V. Lewis has 4%

votes in No. 573 and 1 vote in No.

400, being elected as delegate in bothi

Unions.)
Metal and Machinery Workers L./

U. No. 300, A. Axelrod, F. M. .!ohn-|

son and Leon Shuff, with 15 votes.

Textile Workers 1. U. No. 1,000, R.
L. Weber with 10 votes.

Hotel, Restaurant and Domestic
Workers 1. U. No. 1,100, Anna Panec-
ner and Lizzie Tysson with 8 votes.

Bakery Workers L. U. No. 46, John
Agresti with 7 votes.

Railroad Workers I. U. No. 600,
R. J. Robinson with 4 votes.

Shipbuilders I. U. No. 325, James
E. Treanor with 4 votes.

Furniture Workers I. U. No. 480,
Waldemar Severin with 1 vote.

General Recruiting Union, L. S.
Chumley, Axel Granstrom and Irvin
Fralkin with 16 votes.

General Executive Board, Thos.
Doyle, J. J. McMurphy, John Burke,
John Korpi and Jas. Scott with 1
vote each.

General Secretary-Treasurer, Thos.
Whitehead with 1 vote.

Class War Prisoners in Leaven-
worth, Pietro Nigra with 1 vote.

Pietro Nigra recently released on
bail from Leavenworth, was greeted
with applause as he took his seat as
a delegate from the class war prison-
ers, to whom the following telegram

was sent:

“We, the delegates of the Indust-
rial Workers of the world, send greet-
ings of good cheer to all class war

prisoners with assurance of all pos-
sible support.”

Early in the convention it was de-
sided to throw the doors open to re-
porters and to the public at large in
order that the proceedings of the L.
W. W. may be proven to be open
and above board as we have ever
been.

Various reports were offered and
disposed of with dispatch. The report
of the G. E. B. showed fourteen In-
dustrial Unions, two Locals, the G. R.
U. and three Unions being mothered
by stronger Industrial Unions. An
encouraging membership was report-
ed. A report from the managing
editor of “The New Solidarity” was
read and accepted.

Committees on Resolutions, Ways,
Means and Finances, Construction,
Education, Auditing and General Or-
ganization were elected.

That the work of the . W. W. has
not been confined to the office at
headquarters nor to any particular
locality is shown by the thoughtiully
framed resolution sent jir by the
various Branches from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. It is most. encourag-
ing that the persecution capital has
inflicted upon the workers incident to
the war hysteria has in no way mili-
tated agammst the activities of the
Fellow Workers permitted to go un-
imprisoned. It bears out the words
of the G. E. B. which says:

“The hour of Industrial Unionism
is here. The 1. W. W. has shown the
way. It is for us, the members of
the I. W. W. to utilize our opportun-
itv and win the day for Industrial
Democracy.”

INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM
INDORSED BY YPSL

The national convention of the
Young Peoples Socialist League of
the United States which met in Chi-
cago on May 1 for a four day session
has taken some steps that are likely
to have very far reaching effects.

They made a unanimous demand
for the immediate release of all class
war prisoners. They denounced the
Berne, Switzerland, conference, and
indorsed the Moscow, Russia, confer-
ence which has established the Third
International recently with represent-
atives of 19 nations. They demand
the immediate withdrawal of Allied
and American troops from Russia.
They sent fraternal greetings to all
the communal groups of Europe.
They decided to send a representative
to the Liberty Conference to be held
July 1. They introduced a resolution
to the effect that religion as a mani-
festution of capitalism needs to be
explained. They denounced the ac-
tions and omissions of elected Social-
ist officials in regard to their support
of the war program of the capital-
15ts,

The economic program of the
Young Socialists is embodied in the
following resolution:

Industrial Unionism

As a weapon to achieve the eman-
cipation of the working class from
wage slavery, the eraft union method
of organization has outlived its use-
fulness. If we are to carry on the
class war more effectively than in the
past, we must change our present
method of organization in conformity
with our past experience and the de-
mands of the time.

The industrial union form of econo-
mic organization is superior to the
craft union because .

1. It emphasizes the fundamentals
of the class struggle.

2. It tends to draw into a more
compact body the forces of the work-
ers and developes a spirit of class sol-
idarity.

3. It accepts each gain in working
cond*ions as a stepping stone to the
altimate abolition of wage siavery.

In view of these facts, we go on
record as heartily endorsing the in-
dustrial union form of economic or-
ganization.

Butte, April 28.—Onni Tuomi who
was assaulted in the Finnish hall last
September by one of the Copper
Trust gunmen, and then charged by
the gunman with carrying firearms,
has been discharged.
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Vice President Marshall says that all who don’t support
the American government according to the law as laid down
by officialdom should be deported to the South Sea islands.
Which is a solution offered by any ignoramus for the ills that
men must endure. Did it ever occur to him to remedy con-
ditions?

THEIR PEACE OR OURS?

Every worker should know just what is proposed and to be
enforced by that travesty on justice that is called the “League
of Nations.” For the workers to know of that gigantic skin
game would be for them to condemn it in unmeasured terms.

Every term of the peace treaty—so-called—has been drawn
by the envoys of England, France, Italy, Japan and the United
States. Three of those countries are monarchies, giving a
majority of one against the democracies. _The envoys of all
those countries are the same men who were in control of their
countries in 1914, when the world was plunged into unspeak-
able misery. Not one of the envoys have been elected by the
people of the country they “represent,” but all have been ap-
pointed by and with the advice and consent of the business in-
terests of the five nations.

Just what the nations as nations, and the nations as repre-
sentatives of the exploiters of their various colintries, shall do
to each other is no affair of the workers. If they should peace-
league themselves out of existence it would be a matter of no
more interest than a back yard cat fight, so far as the workers
are concerned. But it is what is to be done to “labor” that is the
disturbing factor in the whole thing. This is the official proposal
thereon: F

The high contracting parties declare their acceptance of
the following principles and engage to take all necessary steps
to secure their realization in accordance with the recommenda-
tion to be made by the international labor conference as to their
practical application:

1—In right and in fact the labor of a human being should
not be treated as merchandise or an article of commerce.

2—Employers and workers should be allowed the right of
association for all lawful purposes.

3—No child should be permitted to be employed in industry
or commerce before the age of 14 years. In order that every
child may be insured reasonable opportunities for mental and
physical education between the years of 14 and 18, young per-
sons of either sex may only be employed on work which is not
harmful to their physical development and on condition that the
continuation of their technical or general education is insured.

4—Every worker has a right to a wage adequate to maintain
a reasonable standard of life, having regard to the civilization
of his time and country.

5—Equal pay should be giyen to women and to men for
work of equal value in quantity and quality.

6—A weekly rest, including Sunday, or its equivalent, for
all workers.

7—Limitation of the hours of work in industry on the basis
of eight hours a day or forty-eight hours a week, sulfject to an
exception for countries in which climatic conditions, the im-
perfect development of industrial organization or other special
circumstances render the industrial efficiency of the workers
substantially different. The international labor conference
will recommend a basis approximately equivalent to the above
for adoption in such countries.

8—In all matters concerning their status as workers and
social insurance, foreign workmen lawfully admitted to any
country, and their families, should be insured the same treat-
ment as the nationals of that country.

9—All states should institute a system of inspection, in
which women should take part, in order to insure the enforce-
ment of the laws and regulations for the protection of the
workers. -

Read that thing again. See if yvou can find one point in it
that is to be enforced for the benefit of the workers. There
are some things that they say “should be.” And even at that,
there is pot one of the “should be’s” that is to be enforced for
the benefit of the workers.

There is not one guarantee in the whole rotten mess that
the workers are to have better conditions than they are able
to take by their own organized power. And if the workers
must depend on themselves for all they are to have, why should
they allow that gang of pirates’ chaplains at Paris to say what
“should be?”

Every worker should study that monumental farce that is
to be foisted upon them—if they will allow it. And if any
worker studies it and is then in favor of such an abortion in the
guise of labor legislation, he is hopeless. He deserves the
slavery that is there designed for him.

OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED

The governments of Great Britain, France, Italy and the
United States have officially recognized the Omsk government
of Russia as the real thing in Russia, regardless of the fact
that the Omsk gang is composed of a small coterie of cutthroats
who would be unable to hold their jobs only that they are held
in place by Allied guns and food. The reason they are “re-
cqgnized” is because they are the only gang in all Russia who
could be found to sanction the Standard Oil steal of Russian

resources.

The organized workers have power to take whatever they
want, with or without reason. Whatever the right of eminent
domain, they alone have the potential power to enforce it.

. WARONTHE L W .W.

The New* York World has declared war on the I. W. W.
and the Bolsheviki. The declaration has three clauses, which
read as follows: -

“1. A Nation-wide movement for 100 per cent union-labor
Americanism and a “no quarter,given or taken” war against
all forms of foreible revolution advocated by the “Red” syn-
dicalists.

“2. The adoption of industrial co-operative stores to bring
down the cost of food, clothing and other necessaries of living.

3. Devising plans to put a stop to profiteering in house
rents by avaricious landlords.”

That is a nice sizable war they have started. Going to
treat 'em rough and take no quarter. Just can’t live in the
same block with a Bolsheviki, so there, now! Just going to
spit on their editorial hands and write something savage. And
to make sure they will do it they tell just how it will be done.
They will stop profiteering and establish stores to feed the
people—who have the price.

But if they will give or take no quarter, why will they give
the people cheaper food and house rents? That isn’t treating
us to war, it is giving charity to a few. But why argue? Art-
icles 2 and 3 are merely the circus barker’s howl at the door of
an empty show tent. The same crowd will not. be bitten twice.

The Industrial Workers of the World is the American
Supreme Court of Last Resort, from whose decisions there is
no appeal.

FAVORS INDUSTRIAL UNION

“The Tailor” of Chicago, the official organ of the Journey-
men Tailors Union of America, makes the statement in its latest
issue that “The American Federation of Labor has no power
to instruet any union to strike or not strike; and the general
officers of the national unions cannot prevent any local union
from taking part in a general strike if they feel disposed to
do so.”

Those statements are true if looked at from the correct
angle. In the general strike in Seattle “the general officers did
not prevent any local union from taking part in a general strike
when they felt disposed to do so,” but they tried it hard enough.
Even to the point of threateining to revove charters. But they
did not have power to prevent the local unions doing as those
locals wished. The majority ruled.

“The Tailor” says that “the general officers are not to blame
for the laws made by the membership of the organization.”
And this same fact is causing many of the officials of the A. F.
of L. some sleepless nights. And may also be to some extent
the reason why “The Tailor” favors the Industrial union plan
of organization in general, tho deprecating the One Big Union
plan. Could “The Tailor” tell just how much of an industrial
union plan they favor, and ‘how we may have an industrial
union without the One Big Union?

“Truth never needed swords.” The American capitalists
are demanding a strong army and navy “for protection.”

THAT POT OF GOLD

It is reported straight by way of the U. S. Department of
Justice, the Chicago reporter of a daily paper and a friend of
that reporter, that Mr. Martens, the representative of the Rus-
sian Soviet government in the United States, has sent $200,000
to Chicago to be used in propaganda for the Bolsheviki, and
that this is to be spent with the Socialists and the I. W. W.

That is some sizeable wad to dangle before the eyes of
workers who are hard run every week to pay the printers’ bills.
It would be good to look at—if we could see it. What is the
story told for? To have the I. W. W. charged again with re-
ceiving gold, this time Soviet gold instead of German gold? The
source of the story makes that theory plausible.

But the Fellow Workers thruout the country should not let
the pot of gold at the foot of the Chicago Daily Rainbows lure
them to a belief that we have any but the workers to look to for
emancipation. “It is the historic mission of the working class
to do away with capitalism.”

* ONLY UNION MEN SCAB

Sioux City, May 4.—The Midland
Packing Co. has a partial strike on
here. A few of the men went on
strike, and nearly 700 laborers went
out in sympathy. Among those who
went on strike to enforce the de-
mands of the first strikers were seve-
ral members of the I. W. W. A build-

MAKING WOBBLIES

The authorities in San Francisco are
arresting workers because they arenot
able to find masters and giving them
their choice of six months in the
county jail or signing up with the
China gang for Alaska. The agree-

ing trades council member made this
statement:

“The sympathetic strike has played
right into our hands. Not a ‘wobbly’
is working on any jobs we are con-
cerned with. The only unions at
work at the Midland plant are the
bricklayers, carpenters, ironworkers
and engineers. When the striking la-
borers and steamfitters, and the elec-
tricians, who expect to walk out
Monday or Tuesday, return to work
we will see that no red card contrac-
tors attempt to put them back, or
every union building trades craftsman
quits work."”

RECALL VERY UNPOPULAR

Sioux City, May 3.—Of the 53
unions affiliated with the Trades and
Labor Assembly, 37 unanimously en-
dorsed Mayor Short at their regular
meeting last night, and condemned
the action of those who have been
trying to start a recall against the
Mavor. Of the affiliated Unions there
were 16 not represented in the meet-
ing.

Address Wanted

Philip Greenfield, or anyone know-
ing of his whereabouts, is asked to
write to his sister, Miss Bertha Green-
field, 48 West Park St., Butte, Mon-
tana.

ment that is forced on those who go
to Alaska is as follows:
In consideration of the sum of $200

for general work with special work,
and board and lodging to be furnish-
ed by Lee Sun, the receipt of $30
advance is hereby acknowledged.

It is expressly understood and
agreed that I will furnish my own
clothing and that I will perform all
work necessary at the Bristol Bay
cannery, Alaska, of the Bristol Bay
Packing Co. during the season of
1919, same work to be performed at
all hours and every day including
Sundays and holidays, when ordered
to do so by the party of the first part,
his foreman_or assistant foreman.

Transportation expenses of $..___
shall be deducted from my said wages.

Medical assistance fee, if injury or
sickness is caused while performing
the duties of my employment. In
event I become injured or sick other
than in the course of my said employ-
ment I agree that $3.50 per day be
deducted from my wages.

In the event of a strike, lockout,
labor trouble or riot that will stop
work at said cannery during season
of 1919 there will be a fine of $10
for each and every day that I refuse
to lperform my said duties.

have read or had it read, and I
agree as set forth above.
1T A PR e P S S
) (] i

SEETHING UNREST IN
TOLEDO INDUSTRIES

Toledo, May 1.—We are experi-
encing here a very strong laubor un-
rest. The workers of one company
have now been out four weeks. The
outlock for them under the A. F. of
L. spells defeat.

The ship yards, employing upwards
of 2,400 men, staged a 2-day strike,
but are back at work. It seems their
trouble was not so much a question
of wages as it was a racial question.
The Toledo Shipbuilding Co. has im-
ported 80 Negroes from the South,
claiming they could not secure white
men to do the rough work that the
Negroes would do.

The fact is there are some 10,000
men idle here now. It is also claimed
the Negroes were hired at a reduced
rate of pay. They have been paid
40 cents per hour for a ten-hour day,
as against 46 cents per hour for an
eight-hour day as the lowest wage
formerly paid. The workers claimed
the company was using the Negroes
to undermine the wage scale, and re-
fused to go to work until the com-
pany discharged all the Negroes
brought in. This the company did.

The Overland Auto Co. is having
considerable trouble with its slaves.
One hundred testers walked out for
more money. They were getting 40
cents per hour and demanded 42.
They are still out, and the entire
13,000 employees are about ready to
strike.

The street car men are also hav-
ing a time in an effort to reach a
settlement with the Toledo Ry. and
Light Co., of which H. L. Doherty
is president. The men have called
a mass meeting for tonight, at mid-
night, and it seems likely they will
strike. They had agreed to leave the
question of wages up to the war

labor board, and from all appear-| T}

ances the board has failed to reach
a satisfactory agreement in the eyes
of the men.

We are having a mass meeting at
Memorial Hall at 2:30 today and this
evening, and also expect to parade
the city. The Gendon Wheel Co.’s
employees served notice on their boss-
es that May 1 is their holiday and
they would not work.

WICHITA JAIL ROTTEN

Lawrence, Kans.
April 30, 1916.

Qur previous statements concern-
ing the county jails at Wichita and
Topeka, Kansas, have been officially
confirmed. We quote the following
newspaper clipping from the “Topeka
Daily Capital” of April 22, 1919:

“Jails Are Unsanitary"
“Inspector reports, and Shawnee and
Sedgwick lose Federal Prisoners.”
. “A report that the Shawnee Coun-
ty Jail, 5th and Van Buren sts, is
unsanitary and unfit for the deten-
tion of U. S. prisoners has been made
to the federal authorities by J. W.
Fishman, federal inspector of prisons.
0. T. Wood, the U. S. Marshal, has
been ordered to remove twelve mem-
bers of the [. W. W., now at the To-

peka jail, to Winfield, Kansas.

“The federal inspector's report did
not say that he had seen evidence of
filth or any unsnnihirly condition in
the jail, nor did it tell of having in-
spected the jail himself, but stated
that he based his report on the as-
sertions of certain court officials at
Topeka. >

“The inspector charged the jail at
Wichita, Kansas, where the 1. W. W.
men were originally confined, with
being the most unsanitary building of
its kind he had ever inspected and
further stated that the Topeka jail
was in little better condition.

“Mr. Wood said vesterday that he
inspected the Wichita building last
fall and reported at the time that
the sanitary conditions were fair, but
that the building itself was wvery
old.”

(Above is true copy of elipping.)

Accounts of these two jails, pub-
lished prior to this, are in our esti-
mation conservative. There is an old
saying that “the truth is bad enough,”
so you can judge by past narratives
that we have stayed reasonably with-
in our bounds.

However, I wish to call your at-
tention to the last paragraph in the
clipping, in which Mr. Wood states
that the conditions were “fair” in the
Wichita jail last fall. We take issue
with him on that score because what
he says is not true. Had the condi-
tions been “fair,” there would have
been no occasion to call the publie’s
attention to the fact that they were
deplorable. What is more, the 1. W.
W. prisoners know for an absolute
fact that the conditions were™ un-
bearable because those men were con-
fined there for many months and
should know something about it if
anybody does.

To further corroborate our state-
ments, we cite the inspections made
of the Wichita jail by Judge Bird,
Assist. Co. Att'y Elcock, a delega-
tion of Baffalo, N. Y., elubwomen
and a prominent business man of
Wichita, all of whom denounced the
jail as unsanitary and unfit.

Now again we wish to state that
the Topeka jail has also been con-
demned prior to Mr. Fishman's re-
Egrt., so these various inspections of

th the jails ought to satisfy any
intelligent person of the fact that
they are unfit for habitation as pro-
nounced. Hoping that there may be
no occasion to mention these hell-
holes as far as we are concerned in
the future, we remain,

Yours for Industrial Democracy,

C. W. Anderson.

SPEAKER WANTED

Omaha, April 23.—A speaker on
industrial unionism is asked to com-
municate with the Omaha Defense
Committee. Address John Walzel,
104 N. 13th St., Omaha, Nebraska.

John Avery, or any one who was
working with Peter F. Aiken at South
Hammond, Ind., in February 1917,
or any of the section men who work-
ed there at that time, are asked to
communicate with Pgter F. Aiken,
Elroy, Wis.

| TAENIA CUC CUMERINA

By Robin Ernest Dunbar.

I am a wobbly,

And if I may be allowed to speak,

Now that the little disturbance in
Europe and Asia is

Nearly over

I should like to offer a few remarks
for the good and welfare of the
order.

We roughnecks know that we made
too many goods

For the bourgeoisie to =ell to each
other

So they got to scrapping amongst
themselves over

The best customers.

Of course we had to do most of their
scrapping for them

But they had to pay us for doing it

Out of their surplus value

And went broke doing it.

Now they're bankrupt

They look to us to pay their debts.

They are a modest lot,

These bons bourgeoises!

Somehow in the process they seem
to have let

The cat out of the bag.

The Russians, Hungarians, and work-
ers in all lands

Got wise to their skin-game

And blocked it entirely in places,

Partially in others.

Instead of playing the goat to them.

The producers lapt up some of their
own milk,

They lookt on the army and saw that
it was good,

A_nd took it over to themeselves.

'lhlt}zy slew the ass with its own jaw-

one;—

Hain't it hell, Mabel?

The aristocrats in Russia abolisht re-

ligion by killing Rasputin,

en the Czar dealt the church's

hand-maiden, booze,

A death blow and cleaned away the
alcoholic fumes

From the muddled brains of his Bol-
sheviks,—

They did the rest.

Stolen wealth debau\ches its posses-
sor;

Unearned increment is the undoing
of the capitalists;

There is no longer any virtue or
strength in the bourgeoisie.

Booze, bibles, whores and slaves are
crumbling rocks

On which to build a great society.

Picture the drunken Christian stoop-
ing over his shameless whore

Pouring on her bleacht head his
wealth stolen from us,

And you have the bourgeois exploita-
tion system before you.

I can recollect when the bourgeosie
was clean,

Took care of itself, combed its hair,

Cleaned its teeth, and settlied the
cou_ntry.

Now its work is done, it sits down in

Shsodden vice
utting its eyes to the de ds
its upbuilders. AL

War showed its gross inefficiency,
Influenza proved its uselessness,
War bankrupted it financially, mor-
ally, physically, politically 4
Influenza closed its poisoned picture
hm:s:s.d ;f)_lllat‘]es of sordid amuse-
ment, defile ublic s 5,
tied churche-s;p N Sdec, o
The first made plain it was cTazy,
The second that it was rotten.

Its lawyers, doctors, bankers, mer-
chants, preachers,

Po]ttlctnns, actors, ball playvers pug-
ilists, i :

Movie stars, bar-keepers, psychies
practitioners, s .

Massage fakirs,
censors,

Ad writers and millions of other use-
less lumber

Display its utter worthlessness.

They weren't needed while war and
the “flu” raged,

Why are they wanted at any time?

lying journalists,

The crop of lice has robbed
of all its hair. ed our head

Parasites! Your time has come!
You fall of your own plethora and
our destitution.

I know it will be hell for the “ladies™
who loll around in their limousines
on pretended errands of mercy,

And for the “gents” who rest their
feet on mahogany desks, devising
new schemes to rob the workers of
their dues,

And who cover their dirt by hiring
dicks, stools, and clowns to CArry
out their knavery and bless it with

.2 holy name,

Like patriotism, religion, philanthro-
py, humanitarianism, ete., etc.,

To abdicate; but their day is gone.

Their guff doesn’t go any longer.

Us stiffs are hep to their bluffs;

We've got their numbers.

They've got to clear out;

We've taken a vermifuge.

We've suffered long enough with the
_tape-worm of capitalism,

Which fastened its head in our guts
and suckt our sustenance;

We're going to expel Mr. T#nia Cu-
cumerina,—

Kennel-man, get vour bottle!

NEW LEAFLET

A new leaflet has just been receiv-
ed from the press which is one of the
best recently printed. Itis “An Open
Letter to American Workmen,"” by
George Hardy. This leaflet should be
in the hands of every worker in the
country. The price is one cent each,
40c¢ per hundred, prepaid by mail or
express. At this price it will be ne-
cessary to have the money accompany
all orders.

MASS MEETING CALLED

Hammond Branch will hold a mass
meeting on Sunday, May 11, at 2
I’. M., at 144 Indiana Ave., one block
north of the N. Y. C. tracks, Ham-
mond, Indiana. There will be speak-

ers in_English, Russian and Hungar-
Every one is invited.

ian.
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_ INDUSTRIAL UNIONS ARE MAKING GOOD PROGRESS IN ORGANIZATION WORK

MINUTES OF CONVENTION
METAL AND MACHINERY
W. 1. U. NO. 300

Called to Order at Cleveland, Ohio,
April 15, 1919, at 10:30 A. M.
By E. R. Thomas, Secret-

ary-Treasurer
—

Fellow Worker Pek of Cleveland
was elected temporary chairman.

Motion earried that vouching for
members be permitted in this confer-
ence.

Reekstein was elected custodian,
and reported 18 delegates present.
These were Ekercs, Kiss, Bremmer,
Reekstein, Cheh, Litovsky, Katona,
Bartson, Freeman, Quist, Johnson,
Dragonoff, Shuff, Pek, Sabo, Fried-
rich, Vesyrein and Thomas.

Shuff was elected permanent chair-
man, and Freeman recording secret-
ary.

Secretary-Treasurer Thomas read
the report of the financial standing
of No. 300, which had been audited
by the G. E. B.

Motion carried that the report as
read be accepted, and copy sent to
each Branch.

Another report concerning the ac-
tivities of No. 300 was then read, and
on motion was laid over to new busi-
ness.

All recommendations and resolu-
tions sent in by the various Branches
were read and laid over to new busi-
ness.

Motion carried that No. 300 issue a
weekly bulletin.

Motion carried that a general leaf-
let be issued by No. 300 dealing with
the metal and machinery industry.

Motion carried that we dispense
with the election of organizers until
we have elected an organization com-
mittee.

Motion carried that we immediately
elect a by-laws committee of five.
Quist, Thomas, Reekstein, Friedrich,
Freeman and Bartson nominated. Mo-
tion carried that committee consist
of six.

By-laws committee went into ses-
sion and the convention adjourned
till 2 P. M. »

Conference reopened at 2 P. M.
with twenty present. Honezi, Horvath,
Simko, Pal and Smith were new dele-
gates present, Ekeres, Litavski and
Vesyrein were absent.

Motion carried that by-laws be read
and acted on seriatim.

1. Adopted that officers shall con-
gist of secretary-treasurer and or-
ganization committee of five;

2. That all officers shall be nomi-
nated on the floor of the annual con-
vention and elected by referendum;

3. That the annual convention o‘f
No. 300 shall be held on the second
Tuesday of April in each year, the
place to be determined by the organ-
ization committee. However, it must
be held in the most centrally located
point possible;

4. That the duties of the Secret-
ary-Treasurer shall be to have com-
plete charge of the general office of
No. 300, keep complete accounts, be
responsible for all records, shall with
the approval of the organization com-
mittee hire and discharge all help
necessary, but shall hire only union
members when possible;

5. That secretary-trasurer shall re-
ceive $28 per week, and the members
of the organization committee shall
receive $£28 per week plus mileage
while in the employe of No. 300;

6. That the organization commit-
tee shall meet at the headquarters
of No. 300 as soon as possible after
the result of the referendum is known
and shall eleet a chairman; )

7. That the organization committee
shall act in the capacily of organ-
izers, and shall conduct the business
of No. 300 between convention.

8. That the organization commitiee
shall have the power to establish
Branches, to conduct the business of
same till a Branch secretary shall be
appointed and to appoint stationary
delegates, organizers, traveling dele-
gates, ete., and to issue supplies and
credentials to new delegates.

4. That in case of vacancy in the
office of secretary-treasurer the chair-
man of the organization committee
shall become the secretary-treasurer.

10 That the chairman of the or-
ganization committee shall remain in
the office of No. 300 and act as or-
ganizer in that vicinity, and shall not
leave that vicinity except in case of
emergency or when ordered to do so
by the majority of the organization
committee;

11. That candidates for the office
of secretary-treasurer shall be mem-
bers of the I. W. W. in good stand-
ing for at least two years, six months
of which shall have been in No. 300
at the time of their nomination;

12. That candidates for the organ-
ization committee shall have heen
members of the I. W. W. eighteen
months, 90 days of which shall have
been in No. 300 at the time of nomi-
nation; . !

13. That the five nominees receiv-
ing the highest number of votes for
organization committee shall com-
pose the committee, and the next
highest five shall act as alternates;

14. That members of the organiza-
tion committee shall at all times work
in co-operation with the Branch sec-
retaries and Branch organization com+
mittees;

15. That all secretaries shall be
elected by the members of their re-
spective Branches for a term not to
exceed six months. »

16. That all Branch secretaries
must send in reports at least once a
week covering all business tr;al_mactgd
and a report of shop conditions in
their respective territories;

17. That whenever there are
enough members working in one shop
or department thereof a shop com-
mittee shall be elected, and this shop
committee shall choose a shop dele-
gate who shall collect all dues, initiate
new members and look after the af-
fairs of the organization in said shop
or department thereof.

18. That shop delegate shall reﬂort
to the Branch secretary each week;

19. That job delegates must report

to the secretary-treasurer of Branch
secretary at least once a2 month. That
failure to do shall cause the delegate
to be placed in the delinquent list,
and notice of this action shall be sent
to all Branches;

20. That all supplies and financial
accounts of Brmwrles shall be audited
at least once a month;

21. That accounts of the secretary-
treasurer shall be audited at least
once every three months by a commit-
tee selected from the organization
committee;

22. That wherever two or more
Branches of No. 300 are organized in
one locality they must immediately
proceed to form a District Council.

23. That the initiation fee shall be
$2.00 and the monthly dues 50 cents,
except as otherwise provided for in
the general constitution.

24. That the foregoing by-laws can
only be amended or revised by a re-
ferendum of the entire membership.

25. That a referendum can be call-
ed for by any Branch, provided the
call is seconded by one third of all the
Branches within 30 days.

26. That ballots of all referendums
shall be in the office of the secretary-
treasurer 60 days after they have
been issued.

27. That each newly initiated mem-
ber of No. 300 shall be given a three
months subscription to any 1. W. W.
paper or magazine free.

Motion that we issue a 25 cent vol-
untary assessment stamp was lost.

Motion carried that we issue a 50
cent voluntary assessment stamp.

Motion that we accept the appli-
«ants in Newark, N. J. and New York
City who did not pay their initiation
fee was lost.

Motion carried that we do not ac-
cept those applicants to membership
who did not pay their initiation fee.

Motion ecarried that secretary in-
form both Newark and New York
City Branches concerning the action
taken.

Motion carried that the resolution
introduced by Toledo Branch of No.
300 to indorse the Chicago Recruit-
ing Union in their action regarding
nominatibns for secretary-treasurer
of the G. R. U., and to instruct our
delegates to the general convention
to indorse the same shall be tabled.

Adjourned at 5:30 P. M.

Convention met at 10 A. M. April
16, with thirteen delegates present.

Motion carried that we adopt seria-
tim the instructions for delegates to
the general convention.

Motion carried that the recommen-
dations for changes in the constitu-
tion submitted by the acting general
executive board be referred to our
delegates to the general convention
with instructions to use their own
discretion regarding same.

Motion carried that our delegates
to the general convention act in favor
of accepting Esperanto as an interna-
tional language.

Motion carried that the resolution
from the Chicago Branch of No. 300
to the effect “that universal creden-
tials and due books be issued by the
general headquarters instead of dis-
trict credentials and due books” shall
be referred to our delegates with in-
struction to use their own judgement.

Motion carried that the resolution
from the Chicago Branch to the effect
“that the I. W. W. send a delegate
to the International Communist con-
vention in the event that invitations
are extended to the I. W. W.” be
turned over to our delegates with in-
structions to introduce same at the
general convention.

Motion carried that the resolution
from Detroit to be effect ‘“that the
I. W. W. inaugurate a universal book-
keeping system’” be turned over to
our delegates.

Motion carried that resolution from
Detroit to the effect “‘that the I. W.
W. in its revolutionary activities must
not allow itself to be dragged into
any agreement or compromise that
would imply sacrifice of any of the
I. W. W. principles with any party,
organization or social movement, but
must stand by its principles” shall be
turned over to our delegates with in-
structions to submit the same.

Motion carried that resolution from
Detroit to the effect “that the 1. W.
W. print leaflets, pamphlets and books
that deal with industry, explaining
the course of the raw material to
the finiched product in each industry,
and that as soon as possible a com-
plete industrial educational system be
developed™ shall be accepted and

turned over to the delegates.

INDUSTRIAL *@ 5 THE WoRLD
THEwwIdngchss and the employing class have

nothing in common. There can be no peace
s0 long as hunger and want are found among mil-
lions of the working people and the few, who make
up the employing class, have all the good things of
life.

Between these two classes a struggle must go or
until the workers of the world organize a: a class,
take possession of the earth and the machinery of
production, and abolish the wage system.

We find that the centering of the management of
industries into fewer and fewer hands mahkes the
trade unions unable to cope with the ever growing
power of the employing class. The trade unions
foster a state of afiairs which allows one set ot
~orkers to be pitted against another set of workers
in the same industry, thereby helping to defeat one
another in wage wars. Moreover, the trade unions
aid the employing class to mislead the workers into
the belief that the working class have interests in
common with their employers,

These conditions can be changed and the inter-
est of the working class upheld only by an organi-
zation formed In such a way that all its membe-s
in any one industry, or in all industries if neces-
sary, cease work whenever a strike or lockout is
~n in any department thereof, thus making an in-
jury to one an infury to all,

Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair day’s
wage for a fair day’s work,” we must inscribe on
our banner the revolutionary walchword, *“Aboli-
tion of the wage system.”

It is the historic mission of the working class &y
do away with capitalism. The army of production
. 2ust be organized, not only for the everyday strug-
gle with capitalists, but also to carry on production
when capitalism shall have been overthrown. By

organizing Industrially we are forming the struc-
ure of the new society within the shell of the old.

Motion carried that No. 300 shall
temporarily adopt the by-laws as sub-
mitted by the conference until the re-
sults of the referendum are known.

Motion carried that the secretary
have a small number of the by-laws
printed in English and Hungarian
languages.

Motion carried to send the
following telegram to the Fellow
Workers in Leavenworth, care W, D).
Haywood: “To all class war prisoners:
We, the members of Industrial Union
No. 300 in conference assembled send
greetings. We assure you we are
doing our utmost in carrying out our
part of the class war, and we expect
you will soon be with us.

E. R. Thomas of Chicago, Rona
DeGuerre of Schenectady and A.
Axelrod of New York were ngminat-
ed for secretary-treasurer.

Mike Chick of Detroit, 0. Bartson
of New York, Lee McClellan of New
York, John Verganoff of Chicago, F.
W. Johnson of Schenectady, S. Rat-
nofsky of New York, Chas. Stephen-
son of Toledo, H. 8. Varney of New
York, Jack Friedrich of Detroit, L.
E. Shuff of Toledo, G. L. Fortney of
Marion, Ind., Frank Honey of Erie,
Pa., Eric Quist of Bedford, 0., and
Ray Perrin of Waukegan, Ill.,, were
nominated for member; of the organ-
ization committee.

A. Axelrod of New York, Lee, Me-
Clellan of New York, F. W. Johnson
of Schenectady and L. E. Shuff of
Toledo were nominated as delegates
to the general convention. Axelrod,
Johnson and Shuff were elected.

Bartson, Thomas, Friedrich, John-
son, Freeman, Pek and Katona spoke
under good and wellfare.

The conferenee adjourned at 4:30
P. M. with singing ofi “Hold the
Fort.”

Leon E. Shuff, Chairman.
Irving Freeman, Secretary.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
NO. 573 CONVENTION

(Continued from last week)

April 29, 1919, the convention met
at 9:15 A. M. E. V. Wallis was elect-
ed chairman for the dav. Minutes
of the sessions of the previous day
read and approved.

Convention decided that the debt
of No. 573 to the general Headquart-
ers be recognized only for supplies
actually sold, and in hand in head-
quarters of No. 5783, and in the hands
of its Branches and delegates up to
and including May 15, 1919,

The ballot committee reported the
following nominees eligible for elec-
tion to the organization committee:

_T. H. Dixon, Frank Edwards, John
Kivinieni, Robert Nelson, Wm. Ford,
Geo. Roeschlan, A. McMillan, H.
Nichols, Jim Patton, Geo. Penn, Dan
Stephens, Jesse Sigal, H. Tonn, N.
Valerio, W. T. Ward, E. V. Wallis,
Bert Lewis, Frank Kuchinsky and Ab-
ner E. Woodruff.

_Convention agreed to the resolution

tion in regard to nominees to organ-
ization committee, and ordered all
the above names on the ballot: that
the instructions to members should
be to vote for seven, the seven re-
ceiving the highest vote to be declar-
ed elected as the organization com-
mittee and the next seven to act as
alternate committeemen.

Convention agreed to theresolution
by Desmond, that travelling delegates
or organization committeemen going
onto a construction job shall see if
there is a delegate on that joh. If
s0, they shall not initiate new mem-
bers nor collect dues except in con-
Junction with the delegate.

Convention agreed with the Goodell
resolution, that no person who is ad-
dicted to the use of intoxicating
liqguors or stupefying drugs shall be
eligible to hold t_:gliice or be employed
in_any responsible position in the
I. W. W. '

Convention decided to favor a $1
umy‘ers;tl voluntary defense stamp to
be issued only by general headquart-
ers of the I. W. W., the funds so de-
rived to be used for general defense
and relief and the propaganda fur-
thering the same.

_ The convention adopted the follow-
mg resolution:

“We, the Construction Workers
Industrial Union No. 573 of the I.

Qi
_W. W: in mass convention assembled
in Chicago, Ill.,, on the 29th day of
April, 1919, to further the structure
of our organization and to gain our
objective, Industrial Democracy, de-
lare that,

"\\'ho;uas, there are members of
the 1. W. W. serving sentences in the
bastiles of capitalism for no other
reason than being true to the work-
ers, therefore be it
. “Resolved: That we do all that lies
in our power to effect the release of
our Fellow Workers in the class war
struggle, not thru resolutions or pro-
tests, but thru the most effective wea-
pon, the revolutionary industrial or-
ganization, and from this day we will
be more determined to work for a
more powerful organization of the
workers; and be it further

“Resolved: That we send greetings
to our Fellow Workers and all class
war prisoners now in the different
jails and penitentiaries in the United
States.”

The following telegram was then
ordered sent:

“To the Fellow Workers incarce-
rated in the bastiles of capitalism:
The C. W. L. U. No. 573 in conven-
tion assembled sends greetings to all,
and pledge our moral support, Our
motto in the future as always shall
be: ‘Organize’.”

Wm. W. White having notified the
ballot committee that he declined the
nomination as secretary-treasurer,
the chairman drew a lot to decide as
between T. H. Dixon and Wm. Ford
as to which should go on the ballot.
The name of T. H. Dixon was drawn.

The convention took up the elec-
tion of delegates to the general con-
vention of the 1. W. W., and the fol-
lowing delegates and alternates were
elected:

Delegates: James H. Kelly, Abner
E. Woodruff, Robert Nelson. T.H.
Dixon, R. V. Lewis, John Kivinieni,

Henry Burke, George Penn, James
Patton and Nick Valerio.

Alternates: A. McMillan, Frank
Kuchinsky, George Roeschlan. E.
Lerman, Dan Stephens, George Allen,
Frank Edwards, Jesse Sigal, Sam
Fisher and J. Crowley.

While the minutes were being
written up the convention listened to
interesting talks by a number of the
members under the head of good and
welfare.

Minutes of last session were read
and approved.

Convention adjourned sine die at

4P. M.
Abner E. Woodruff,
Recording Secretary.

MINUTES OF SPECIAL BUS-
INESS MEETING

e
No. 600 GENERAL ORGANIZA-
TION COMMITTEE,

Called to Order 10:40 A. M., April
25, 1919, by C. N. Ogden, Secre-
tary-Treasurer No. 600.

F. W. Allonas, elected chairman of
meeting.

Miputes of previous
read and approved.

Motion carried that report of C.
N. Ogden, Secretary-Treasurer of
No. 600, be accepted.

Motion carried that report of Bgl-
lot Committee be accepted.

Motion carried that all members
present, in good standing, have a
voice and vote in this meeting on
all questions.

Resolutions, Communications and
Bills
Motion carried that resolutions of C.
N. Ogden be taken up seratium.

Resolution No. 1.

That we elect a by-law committee.

Motion carried that the body act
as by-law committee.

Resolution No. 2.

That we take up the Industrial
Union No. 400’s by-laws and apply
as much of them as possible toward
drawing up by-laws for No. 600.

Motion carried that we take up No.
400’s by-laws seratim, to accept or
change them at the time of reading.

Copy of Changes as Approved by
This Meeting

No. 1. The organization commit-

tee shall elect their own chairman at

their first session after their elect-

tion. Accepted.

No. 2. The Secretary-Treasurer
shall assume full control of R. R. W.
I. U. No. 600°’s office and be respon-
sible for same. He shall have full
power to employ or discharge all of-
fice help. I. W. W. help shall be em-
ployed whenever possible.

No. 3. The chairman of the Organ-
ization Committee shall preside at all
meetings of the Organization Com-
mittee. He shall keep in close touch
with the main office at all times. He
shall communicate with the office at
least once per week.

No. 4. In case of emergency or
vacancy, he shall assume the duties
of the Secretary-Treasurer.

No. 5. The three members of the
Organization Committee who are
nominated by the Organization Com-
mittee and receive the highest num-
ber of votes, shall audit the books
of the Sec.-Treas just before each
regular conference, or in the event
of conference being held only once
a year, books shall be audited twice
per year.

No. 6. All eandidates for the of-
fice of secretary-treasurer shall be
members of the I. W. W. in good
standing for at least two years, six
months of whieh shall have been in
R. R. W. 1. U. No. 600,

No: 7. All candidates for the Or-
canization Committee shall be mem-
bers of the I. W. W. for twelve
months, six of which must have been
in RR. R. W. 1. U.

No. B. Branch secretaries to be
elected by members of the branches,
subject to the approval of the organ-
ization committee. The secretary-
treasurer shall be notified immediate-
ly of all elections, with address of
those elected. The Gen. Org. Comm.
shall state reasons for removal, or
objection to any elected branch secre-
tary or stationary delegate.

No. 9. All books and supplies of
the branches shall be audited at least
once per month. Copy of auditing
committee report sent to secretary-
treasurer. Branch auditing commit-
tees shall be elected by members of
the branches.

No. 10. When issuing supplies to
delegates, branch secretaries, station-
ary and traveling delegates shall sign
their name on the back of the cre-
dentials, stating the total cash
amount of supplies and date issued.

No. 11. No supplies shall be issued
except by the main office, branch
secretaries, stationary and traveling
delegates.

No. 12. No branch secretary shall
be allowed to open bank account with
organization monies. -

No. 12, (A). Branch secretaries
shall hold only enough organization
monies to pay current expenses.

No. 13. Delegates must report to
the secretary-treasurer at least twice
a month, failure to report at least
once per month will cause the dele-
gate to be placed on the delinquent
list, same to be sent to all Branches
and Delegates.

No. 14. Delegates are absolutely
prohibited from accepting part of the
initiation, when lining up new mem-
bers, new members should pay the
full amount initiation fee at time of
joining.

Motion carried that meeting be ad-
journed till 1 P. M.

Meeting called to order by chair-
man at 12:50 P. M.

Motion carried that we adopt the
instructions to delegates and branch
secretaries in full as taken from the
by-laws of A. W. I. U. No. 400.

Motion carried that we accept the
separate instructions, to be put in
leaflet form.

Resolution No. 4 accepted, that we

convention

elect a committee to interview Carl

book (The Lizard's Trail) for the
purpose of drawing up a pamphlet
for propaganda purposes among the
railroad workers. Also ask him for
a copy of mailing list of Radicals,
with whom he is in touch.

Resolution No. § accepted, that we
send a man from the committee on
a trip thru the South West to see
what can be accomplished there, pro-
viding we can secure the necessary
funds.

Resolution No. 6 laid over to new
business.

No. 7. That we put the R. R.
Magazine stamp, which has already
been printed, out in the field, to be
used for propaganda purposes and
free literature.

No. 8. That we hold a mass con-
ference this fall, or sooner if pos-
sible, or put out a referendum for
the election of officers. Laid over to
new business.

No. 9. That all funds collected by
job delegates be sent to the main
office until district offices shall be es-
tablished. Accepted.

No. 10. That all branches shall
receive all supplies from the main

office of R. R. W. L. U. No. 600. Ac-
cepted.
No. 11. That we try to establish a

district office in Toledo, Ohio.

No. 14. That we get out leaflet
from the open letter as submitted by
the members in Philadelphia. Laid
over to new business.

No. 15. That we take up the idea
of application for membership, as put
into effect by No. 573, in getting out
new application books, also ins in
this book transfer record and appli-
cation for duplicate card. Carried.

No. 16. That we instruct the dele-
gate to the General Convention to
talk and vote in favor of “no Indus-
trial Union shall accept transfers of
members who are transferring out
from an industrial union into the
G. R. U. or any R. U.” Adopted.

No. 20. In case the above resolu-
tion is not adopted at the Gen. Conv.,,
that we, as the Gen. Org. Comm., do
hereby instruct the Secretary-Treas-
urer of No. 600 to accept no trans-
fers of members from R. R. W. L
U. No. 600 into any Recruiting Un-
1on.

Motion carried that we adopt the
above resolution. Carried.

No. 17. That we instruct the dele-
gate to the Gen. Conv. to contest list
of names of members who are rail-
road workers but have been placed
in the G. R. U., as the G. R. U. in-
tends to use members on voting abil-
ity at the Gen. Conv. Adopted.

No. 18. That we be in favor of
cutting the commission on literature
to 20% on the dollar, as we are los-
ing money at the present rate. Adopt-

No. 19. That we go on record as
being in favor of the universal dele-
gate system, to instruct the delegate
to the Gen. Conv., to talk and vote
in favor of same. Adopted. .

No. 21. That when the universal
delegate does business for another in-
dustrial union, he shall send the re-
port with all funds for same to the
main office of the industrial union
that issues supplies to him, which
office shall turn same reports over
to the proper industrial unions, week-
ly. And shall pay the full amount of
all business done for dues and initia-
tions, at the end of each month, to
the proper industrial unions. There
shall be a refund of all due stamps
and blank cards used, at the end of
the month, to the ind. union that
supplied delegate with same supplies,
by the ind. union for which business
has been done. There shall be no
commission between ind. unions when
their delepates deo business for an-
other. Carried by unanimous vote.

Communications and Bills (Cont.)

Motion earried that letter from L
R. Johnson be destroyed. 3

Motion carried that communication
from Ed Britt be filed for future ref-
erence.

Motion carried that communication
from Sam Gill be filed and sec.-treas.
be instructed to write him and inform
him that we are unable to reduce the
mnitiation fee.

Motion carried that the next alter-
nate take the place of E. A- Lynch on
the G. 0. C. “F. W. Frank Alsup,
next alternate, takes place.”

Motion carried that communication
from Wm. Clark be filed.

Motion carried that we leave the
balance of the communications up to
the sec.-treas. and chairman of the
G. 0. C. to read and act on.

New Business

Motion carried that we leave it up
to the sec.-treas. and the chairman
of the G. 0. C. in regards to sending
a man to the South West.

Motion carried that we leave it to
the judgment of the sec.-treas. and
chairman of the G. O. C. in regards
'[:'.0 Iz;lacing traveling delegates in the

eld.

Motion carried that the R. R. Mag.
stamp be placed in the field, proceeds
of same to be used for propaganda
purposes and free literature.

Motion carried that it be left to
the judgment of the sec.-treas. and
chairman of the G. 0. C. in regards
to ecalling mass meeting or issue of
referendum this fall or sooner.

Motion carried that we adjourn till
after lunch.

Adjourned 5:45 P. M., April 25.

Meeting called to order 8 P. M. by
chairman.

Motion made that we take up the
constitutional changes as presented
by the Provisional G. E. B.

After general discussion on each
paragraph, section and division of
each article, it was moved and seec-
onded and carried by unanimous vote
that we go on record as being in
favor of adopting the changes in their
entirety, by the original section I of
Art. 7 being inserted before the
change.

Motion carried that we adjourn till
Saturday, April 26, at 9 A, M.

Adjourned at 10 P, M.

Meeting called to order Saturday,
April 26, at 9 A. M., by W. E. Al-
lonas, chairman.

Minutes of previous meetings read
and approved.

Motion made that we take up the

changes in the by-laws as presented
by the G. E. B.

After general discussion of each
chzmgv it was moved, seconded and
carried that we go on record as being
in favor of adopting the by-law
vhang:es. by an addition to the part
covering charges, as follows: *As
soon as the accused receives copy
of the charges, he shall be denied
voice and vote in all meetings, pend-
ing the decision of his case.” Carried.

Motion carried that we instruet the
delegate to the General Convention
to try to get these additions to the
constitution and by-laws adopted at
the General Convention.

Motion carried that we go on ree-
ord as being in favor of the follow-
mg: “Any member working in an
industry 30 days, from the one,that
is covered by the I. U. to which he
belongs, after being requested by a
delegate or branch secretary to trans-
fer, he shall be considered in bad
standing thereafter,” to be added to
the transfer paragraph.

Motion carried that we place the
following resolution out to referen-
dum of general membership of No.
600: That the wages of the sec.-
treas., G. 0. C. members, branch sec-
retaries, stationary and traveling del-
egates shall be increased to five dol-
lars per day.

Motion carried that we open
branches wherever possible and p:s-
tablish district offices. Not less than
six branches shall comprise a district,
in a radius of 300 miles.

Motion ecarried that we instruct
the delegate to the General Conven-
tion to make the following motion,
talk and vote in favor of same: “That
the price of dues be raised from fifty
cents per month to one dollar per
month.

Motion carried that we change the
diagram of the letter head by using
the present form with a railroad
back-ground. This change to take
effect at next printing of letter-heads.
This to be left to the sec.-treas. and
chairman of G. 0. C.

Motion carried that we turn over
all bills to the auditing committee
without reading same, in order to ex-
pediate business, also that communi-
cations re secretary-treas. and chair-
man of G. O. C. to read and dispose
of as they see fit. .

Motion carried that we go on rec-
ord as being in favor of the set of
common sense rules for conducting
business meetings, as presented in
resolution, also to turn same over
to delegate to the Convention with
h:ststructions. :

otion carried that we adj i
Moo djourn till
Adjourned 12:10 P. M.

Meeting called to order 12:40 P.
M. by Chairman W. E. Allonas.

Still under new business.

- C. N. Ogden tenders his resigna-
10n as secretary-treasurer of R. R.
W. 1. U. No. 600, A

_ Motion carried after lively discus-
sion that we accept the resignation
ga OC. N. Ogden as sec.-treas. of No.

Qlotiop made that we reconsider
resignation of C. N. Ogden as sec.-
treas. of No. 600. After much dis-
cussion and consideration, C. N. Og-
dea reconsiderd his resignation pend-
ing the next General Organization
Committee meeting.

Motion carried that we elect an al-
ternate to the General Convention
in the event of emergency.

. Motion carried that any official on
No. 600 shall not hold office continu-
ously for more than one year.

Motion carried that we be paid
(S:i.(lll)‘per day while in session, one
day coming and one day going.

Motion carried that we pay F. W.

Trotter same as G. 0. C. while in
2eSsSEion.
Motion ecarried that we elect per-
manent chairman of the General Or-
ganization Committee, at this meet-
ing, to hnlld office until next General
Organization Committee shall be
elected.
Motion carried that the members
of the auditing committee shall act
as committee to interview F. W. Carl
Person (non-member).

_ Nominations and Elections

5\0::‘11:1%«:- for chairman of G. 0. C.

- A. Carter, R. J. Robi -
A. Allonas. g

By first ballot Carter, 2 votes; W.
E. Allonas, 2 votes; Robinson, no
votes.

By second ballot W. E. Allonas, 2
\.'ot‘%c;%l‘. QilCarter. 1 vote.

- E. Allonas elected chai
BB rman of
Nominees for Auditing Committee

R. J. Robinson, George Apt, de-
clined, Frank Alsup, declined, J. Hol-
iday, declined, W. E. Allonas, H.
Trotter.

Motion carried that F. W.’s Robin-
son, Allonas and Trotter be elected
by acclamation.

Nominees for Alternate to the Gen-

eral Convention

D. C. Hendrickson, C. N. Ogden.

By vote, D. C. Hendrickson 1 vote;
C. N. Ogden 5 votes.

C. N. Ogden elected as alternate
to General Convention.

Good and Welfare

Motion carried that we extend a
vote of thanks to F. W. C. N. Ogden
for the progress he has made while
in the office as Secretary-Treasurer
of R. R. W. L. U, No. 600.

General discussion under Good and
Welfare by all present.

Motion carried unanimously that
the new General Organization Com-
mitte of R. R. W. I. U. No. 600 at
the close of their first meeting sends
greetings to all Class War Prisoners
on behalf of R. R. W. L. U. No. 600
and pledges itself to do all in their
power to obtain their early release.

Signed by Organization Committee
and all present.

GEORGE APT.

J. HALLIDAY.

FRANK ALSUP.

R. J. ROBINSON.

HARRY TROTTER.

C. N. OGDEN,

Sec,-Treas. R. R. W. 1. U. No. 600.

W. E. ALLONAS,

Chairman of G. 0. C. of R. R. W.

L. U. No. 600.




-

L R R

-

PAGE FOUR

"W} THE NEW SOLIDARITY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS '

MADISON STREET NEW AUGNHENTS BY

IN CHICAGO

LEAN YEARS ON AGAIN IN
SLAVE MARKETS

" By Mike Walsh

West Madison St. in Chicago once
more has its full quota of men out
of emplovment, shuffling back and
forth thru the slave market, and the !
spector of the lean years of 1912-
13-14-15 is .once more to be seen
on the pinched faces of the men. Thei
past winter has been a hard one for
some of them, for there has been no
place to spend the night as of former
years. The police station offered them
a place of refuge and the Municipal
junk pile has been banned by the city
administration. Hence the past win-
ter many of them were compelled to
walk the streets after the ‘saloons
closed at twelve. And on July 1 the
saloons are going.

Within a stone’s throw of the edge
of the slave market are the quarters
of the Construction Workers' Indus-
trial Union No. 573, at 951 West
Madison St. These men are ever
awake and alert to the need of organ-
ization of the men that do the na-
tion’s dirty work, and receive so lit-
tle in return. The personnel of the
members and the Secretary Nelson
breathe the spirit of the great West.
They are out every day among the
hard-rock men and other sons of the
construction camps, placing litera-
ture in their hands as well as getting
them to join the One Big Union, as
thgly term their organization.

his spirit has permeated the rest
of the branches of Chicago to get
busy and look to their laurels as in-
dustrial unions. These men are the
real factors in the revolution, for
they are foot-loose and distance lends
no enchantment to them. For their
work is seasonal and they follow the
elusive job from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and from the Gulf to the
Canadian Rockies. They are dubbed
Gandy Dancers, Dynoés, Jungle Buz-
zards, Snipes, Vags, Bums, Tramps,
ete., by the boss-loving animal that
has a little better job as trainman,
etc., but they, the casual workers,
have more fight and pep in them than
ten of the others.

And this jig saw puzzle that we
call civilization will some day be dom-
inated by the social outcasts of today.
They are the heralds of the better
day. This was demonstrated at Sioux
City last week when, for the first
time in the United States, these men
did not demand the right of free
speech and assemblage in holding

eir convention. They deliberately
held their meeting in the street while
the police and the citizens’ slugging
committee looked on with wonder.
Mat Fpx, the secretary of the Agri-
cultural Workers’ Union, was very
reticent when asked about this his-
toric affair. .

This action on the part of these
foot-loose rebels speaks volumes. The
despised workers of the slums and
the tenements of the cities are the
forerunners of the better day. For
unlike their stationary brother, who
is strapped to the machine, they have
nothing to lose but their chains. And
the latter they have discarded and
left in the. jails and other places
where they have suffered from time
to time the injustice from the con-
stables and other makeshifts of this
civilization. The same chains will at
some future time be used for other

urposes. The past belongs to the
Eeepers of jails, the masters of bread,
to gunny-sack contractors, to the gun
men and other barnacles of the dim
past, but the future will belong te
the migratory workers. For they are
the beacon lights of the coming dawn
of freedom.

PLEASE DON'T STRIKE

Fortine, Mont.,, April 26.—The
strike on the Fortine is looking bet-
ter than ever. The picket camps are
in full swing. A few scabs work-

ing.
ngl‘he Eureka business men came up
to Fortine yesterday and gave us a
nice little talk in the Fortine Hall
All they talked about was their own
interest. They said they did mot
want the mills shut down, as it inter-
fered with their profits for the pay
roll to stop. The{osaid they would
protect any one who wanted to work
on the river. They wanted us all to
go to work, and if we would no do
so we would be undesirable citizens.
The following hand bill has been
circulated by the business men:

NOTICE!

At a Meeting of Businessmen of
Eureka, Held on April 23, the
Following Resclutions Were
Passed

Whereas a strike exists on the river
furnishing logs to the Eureka Lumber
Company which threatens to paral
the industry and business of Eureka,
Fortine and adjacent towns and com-
munities and to work hardship on the
workingmen and their families of the
communities, Therefore be it

Resolved, that, We, the under-
signed, residents of Lincoln County,
Montana, hereby express ourselves as
opposed to such a strike and we fur-
ther pledge ourselves to give our sup-
port and protection to any and all
men who are willing to go to work.
Anyone unwilling to go to work
or who is interfering with those who
are willing to go to work, or is agitat-
ing or encouraging the strikers, or
is picketing, will be considered an un-
desirable and a menace to these com-
munities.

CORRECTION

In the report of the A. W. L. U.
Convention last week in the report
of the grievance committee this
statement occurred: ‘“We, the griev-
ance committee, find that the Wichita
boys did not have grievances.” The
word “not” was inserted by mistake.
It should have read, “The Wichita

boys did have grievances.”

AMERICAN WORKERS

The American Labor Party has had |
its first test in the Chicago elections.

In all, about 700,000 votes were cast'in a town, you know.

but the Labor Party polled 7% of
this vote. Those who had expected

| a victory for labor at the Chicago

elections will be disappointed, but
politicians who realize the necessity
of careful detailed organization be-
fore political victories can be won
will recognize in this vote of 50,000
for a labor candidate, a new force
that must be reckoned with in 1924
if mot in 1920.

America is due for a political re-
alignment. The Republican and Dem-
ocratic Parties both stand for the
same thing. Sooner or later they
must combine forces. The workers
are split up into several well defined
groupz. For the time being at least
they will struggle separately. The
parties representing capital are thus
potentially more united than the
parties representing labor.

The American Labor Movement
contains at least five distinet groups,
threfore, it will have at least five
distinct phases.

1. The owning farmers and the,
more prospgrous renters will be rep--

resented in some organization like
the Non-Partisan League which will
direct its attention to local co-opera-
tion and to the protection of its
members against aggression by rail-
roads, packing houses and other
great business interests. These far-
mers will be class conscious as
against the big corporations, but they
will have an owning-class psychology.

2. The American Trade Union
Movement will gradually transform
itself into an industrial union move-
ment. Its backbone will be the high-
ly skilled workers, Its policy will
look toward control of the job. This
movement will become class con-
scious.

3. The rank and file of the Trade
Union Movement, including men and
women who for years have accepted
the theory that the business of the
Trade Union is not to go into politics
will constitute the backbone of a
“Labor Party.” They will devote
their attention primarily to immedi-
ate -demands that look to the social-
ization of loecal and national indus-
tries. This group will be class con-
scious.

4. A minority of wage-earners, a
small number of farmers, and a
fringe of representatives of the pro-
fessional classes will constitute a
revolutionary political party, the ob-
ject of which is the establishment
of international Socialism. The ma-
jority of wage earners will never be-
long to this party until the revolu-
tion actually arrives. This party will
be primarily educational in function
and will devote its energies mainly
to preserving the ideals and advanc-
ing the standard of the international
labor movement.

5. The migratory workers, the
lower grades of farm laborers, and
some of the worst exploited of the
factory workers are propertyless,
homeless, familyless and voteless.
They will form some movement like

e I. W. W., which scorns political

ction and insists on the direct ex-
propriation of industry. s

For a member of a conservative
Trade Union to step outside of his
union into an organization like the
Labor Party, is an immense gain for
him and for the labor movement. The
Labor Party, when it is organized on
a national basis, will fill his need and
will thus assist in breaking down the
lines between various labor groups
and in laying the basis for a greater
solidarity of labor.

For a class conscious Socialist to
abandon his doctrines of internation-
alism for the comparative nationalist
doctrines and the immediatest de-
mands which the Labor Party will
necessarily adopt, is a step back-
ward.

The Labor Party will be a boon to
the majority of the workers, broad-
ening their horizon, and showing
them their relation to the other work-
ers of the country. It cannot be a
part of a world movement. That func-
tion is the function of the Socialist
Party and of the direct actionists of
the extreme left.—Scott Nearing.

HELD IN DETENTION

Aliens to Capitalism

We have just had a visit from a
party who "has been released from
Ft. Douglas, Utah, on parole, and
who brings us news of the 100 or
so fellow workers who have been
held there for the past twenty months
charged with being alien enemies.
This party (whose name is Boy) is
not a member of the organization,
but wanted.to let us know how our
boys are getting along out there. He
gave us the names of some of the
fellow workers, as follows: Fred Her-
man, Svelgin, Busse and Thompson.

He states that our fellow workers
have been offered their release on
parole, but that they one and all
refused, stating that that would im-
ply guilt, when in reality they have
not been guilty of any crime. Our
informant says conditions are not
very good at Ft. Douglas and that
they are fed corn beef most of the
time. He also says that about nine
months ago, one of our fellow work-
ers was shot by a guard, who claimed
the prisoner had attacked him. The
shooting did not prove fatal.

One evening the boys were all sing-
ing Wobbly songs, when along came
a captain with about thirty of his
men and slammed the whole bunch
into the guardhouse. However, that
did not stop the singing, and the
next day they were all released again.
Letters from the organization or pa-
pers are not allowed in to these fel-
low workers. After being held twenty
months already, they will no doubt
be kept there until it pleases the
sweet will of the powers that be to
release them.

The address of the I. W. W. Branch
in Hibbing, Minn., is the Workers'
Hall, 202 Lincoln St. All workers
are invited to call.

MAKING THE HAY FOR
FARMER JOHN

By H. Biddiscomb

My pal and I, not long ago, landed
As we were
walking down the street whom do
vou think we chanced to meet? Why,
old Farmer John, in town. that day
for men to help put up his hay.

He stopped before us with a jerk
and asked us if we wanted work. We
questioned him about his farm, which
made him ask in alarm, “Say, now,
what be vou fellers anyway?"” “Wob-
blies,” said we, “just in today."

He gave his chin a thoughtful

stroke, looked at us, and then he
spoke: *“If you be Wobblies, that's
all right, but those I. W.'s are a
fright. I had a gang once, threshing
wheat; they actually kicked for more
to eat.
“I fed those hoboes well, and say!
They struck for fifty more a day.
Now 1 was paying those gol darn
tramps the going wage, and that's
their thanks. Of course, 1 had to
give in then because I couldn’t get
any men.

“And then I got an awful shock;
those pesky tramps at six o'clock just
quit, ves, quit! And I declare they
wouldn't turn another hair. T told
them right to the face they came to
work, not run my place.

“No more I. W.'s, no siree! Those
gol darn tramps near ruined me.
They talked so much to my hired man
the darn fool went and joined their
clan. But you be Wobblies, you're
all right. Now here is where you sleep
tenight.”

He led us to a tumbledown shed
and left us there to rustle a bed. It
trained that night, the roof leaked,
too. We soon were soaked thru and
thru. Well, ere the faintest dawn of
light could pierce the darkness of
the night old Farmer John was in
that shed to arouse us from our wat-
er$ bed.

Said he, “It rained a little bit last
night, but I think we can hay, all
right. Now you just harness Dobbin
there, Pete and Dick and yon black
mare, muck the barn and milk the
cows, feed all the pigs, then come to
the house.

“If breakfast aint ready, all well
and good; each take an ax and split
some wood. And after breakfast right
away we'll start right in and pitch
that hay.”

We heard that farmer man all
right, but our minds were made up
in the night. We stayed right there
till break of day, and then we started
to walk away. Old John gets wise
and hollers, “Say! Haint you boys
going to work today?

“Well, I'll be durned! The lazy
shirks, they are those pesky I Won't
Works.” We kept agoing and soon
rehiched town but ran right into the
Sheriff Brown. Says he, “Here's more
of that damn clan. Get out of town
or make the can.”

SEEING A NEW LIGHT

The Beacon of Wichita, Kansas,
has been for two years one of the
most vicious of the persecutors of
the members of the . W. W. But
now it seems to be learning the things
that thinkers have known for gener-
ations. The following is indeed a
queer editorial for a supporter of
Standard 0Oil to publish:

Jailing ldeas

Should any man be sent to jail for
his beliefs?

Should any man be imprisoned for
talking about his belifs?

If these two questions could be
graven upon stone or moulded in
metal there would come a day when
they would be perused with aston-
ishment and incredulity. There will
be a time when people will not be-
lieve that such questions evew were
asked by thoughtful persons, in all
seriousness.

Fortunately, paper is subject to
rapid deterioration and decay. Still,
civilization is not proceeding at a
footpace, and the day when men may
be imprisoned for their honest be-
liefs and sincere words may not be
so far away as it now appears.

Even now we find ourselves ad-
mitting a little shame-facedly that
a man whose beliefs about many
things are different from the beliefs
of the majority is almost sure to go
to jail. This is especially true, of
course, when the man is alone in his
beliefs, or in the extremely small
minority; when his beliefs clash with
the established political order, and
when he is energetic about making
converts to his beliefs.

What, after all, does it avail to
send a man to jail for his ideas or
his preachments? We cannot jail his
ideas. If he has disciples, they will
be doubly energetic while their teach-
er is behind bars. If he has sowed
the seed of his belief, the sure wa
to make the seeds grow is to loe
up the sower.

The way to combat false doctrine
(which is the doctrine we do not
agree with) is to spread true doctirne
(which is the doctrine we believe in).
If the false doctrine is indeed false,
it cannot win. To jail its disciples
is to admit our fear that the false
(unaccepted) dectrine will become
the true (accepted) doctrine. We
should have more confidence in truth
than to feel such fear.

It is too early to hope that we
may soon cease to put men in jail
for their false beliefs. But let us
think it over from time to time. Per-
haps it is, after all, a v ineffectual
method of combating false doctrine.
Especially in view of the historical
fact that an idea, a belief, a doc-
trine has never yet been jailed.

BONDS FOR LEAVENWORTH MEN

To date there have been five of the
prisoners at Leavenworth released on
bonds pending the decision on their
appeal for a new trial. These are
Joe Gordon, Charles Rothfisher, Vin-
cent St. John, Frank Westerlund and
Pietro Nigra.

Bonds offered for W. D. Haywood
have been rejected, and bonds offered
for others have not yet been ac-
cepted.

JUSTICE OUTRAGED BY
L. W. W. INDICTMENT

New York City.—Captain Alexan-
der Sidney Lanier, formerly assistant
attorney general of the Phillippine
Islands and later a captain in the
military intelligence division of the
general staff of the United States
Army, was some time ago appointed
to inquire into the merits of the in-
dictment against the 166 persons who
were indicted in Chicago on Septem-
ber 26, 1917.

In part his report is as follows:

Indictment Defective

These defendants were indicted for
a conspiracy to unlawfully and feloni-
ously, and by force, prevent, hinder
and delay the execution of certain
laws of the United States, set forth
in the indictment, which laws con-
cerned chiefly the government’s pre-
paration for and prosecution of the
war. In the first place, the indict-
ment is, in my judgment, fatally de-
fective, in that it does not give or
convey to the defendants sufficient
information of the nature and the
cause of the accusations against them,
which is their right under the sixth
amendment to’ the federal constitu-
tion. I understand, and am informed,
that in a recent prosecution of cer-
tain 1. W. W. in Seattle, upop an
indictment modeled upon the one in
this case as a precedent, three judges
of the United States circuit court of
appeals quashed the indictment upon
the ground above stated.

A Wrongful Conviction

Whatever may be the merits or de-
merits of the indictment and the

uestion of the sufficiency of the evi-
gcnce as a whole to sustain the pro-
secution—and upon these matters
there may be ground for debate—
there can be no question, in my
opinion, the absolute innocence and
wrongful conviction of Charles Ash-
leigh, Leo Laukie and Vincent St.
John in particular. 1 defy any one to
show me one scintilla of evidence in
the record of this trial that proves
that either of the above defendants
conspired with any one to violate any
law, or that they did, in fact, violate
any law, as charged and set forth in
the indictment, or otherwise.

While I am of the opinion that
these men were convicted contrary
to the law and the evidence, solely
because they were leaders of a revo-
Jutionary organization against which
public sentiment was incensed; and
that the verdict rendered was a fore-
gone conclusion from the beginning
in obedience to a public hysteria and

opular demand, due to the psycho-
ogy of the times, I feel that the in-
clusion in the verdict and sentence
of the three defendants above named
was a gross miscarriage of justice
and an.outrage that every considera-
tion of right and good order of so-
ciety demand should be corrected.

TEXTILE STRIKE GROWS
IN LAWRENCE, MASS.

The strike of the textile workers
of Lawrence, Mass.,, is now in its
thirteenth week. The workers of Ol-
neyville have now gone out on strike
in support of the Lawrence strikers,
and efforts are being made to bring
other textile workers to their sup-
port. Maynard and Fitchburg are ex-
pected to soon give the support of a
strike to the Lawrence workers.

The American Woolen Company,
however, is depending on John Gold-
en of the A. F. of L. to keep the
Maynard operatives at work. This
was disclosed last week in a letter
from the American, of which Wm.
M. Woods is president, a part of

which is follows:
“We of 1you have no appre-
hensions of the Lawrence trouble in-

terfering with the delivery of your
order. We appreciate what you say
that ‘the market has piles of rags
good enough for the rabble, and
hardly a suiting fit for the better
classes,” but this condition will be
remedied in a short while. Your or-
der together with similar ones will
be put through at our Maynard plant
and we feel sure that Golden will
be able to make good in keeping this
going in return for the favor we are
showing his organization. However,
let me assure vou we will not let
the matter go as in 1902, but will
start negotiations at once, if the thing
should spread.

“Nou will appreciate that the high
personal t'egarjl in which we hold
you has prompted us to be so candid
mn this matter.”

American Woolen Company
by Wm. M. Wood, P.

The strikers are pinning their faith
on the fact that the workers at the
Maynard plant may have learned a
lesson in solidarity since the strike
of 1912, and will not again allow
themselves to be hitched to the Gold-
en chariot of Wood of the American
Woolen Company.

Many of the strikers are asking
what the amount of the subsidy is
that Wood is giving Golden, for they
fully realize t the organization of
which Wood speaks is receiving noth-
ing for its common members. They
are seeing that Golden must be ab-
sorbing all “the favor we are showing
his organization.”

FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS
UNPLEASANTLY SHOCKED

The furniture manufacturers of
Rockford had called their striking
slaves together on April 28 to listen
to their proposition for a settlement.
Their “offer” was a 50 hour week in-
stead of the 8 hour day the strikers
wanted, with a lot of patriarchal
welfare stuff made of hat air pro-
mises. The strikers turned it down
flat by a vote of 728 to 391. There
were 600 who abstained from voting.
In a whole page statement in a local
paper the manufacturers are scream-
ing out their patriotic devotion and
calling upon the furniture workers
to shake off the influence of the 1.
W. W. But as one old worker put
it: “I never knew 1 was a radical un-
til the bosses told me. If this is
radicalism I like it fine, and 1 am
willing to stay out until justice is

done.” -~

OLE’S REVOLUTION
EXPLOITED BY OLE

The subject of Holy Ole, mavor of
Seattle, who claims he put down Bol-
shevism at that place is gleaned from
an interview given by him and print-
ed in the Literary Digest of March B.
The Digest’s biography of Holy Ole,
the maker of an Olegarchy, is kind of
muddied, but here it is:

Fifteen years ago Ole Hanson came
into Seattle on foot. He had walked
from Butte. In Butte he had injured
his spine. !e bought a prairie
schooner, rigged a harness behind
and walked while his wife drove.

The other account of this is: Six-
teen years ago he left Wisconsin,
crippled in both legs, and drove to
Seattle in a wapon because he was
train shy over the accident that in-
jured his legs. The first day he was
in Seattle he bought a grocery store
then sold out and became an insur-
ance agent. The main point is that
Heroic Ole was fraid of the cars and
hiked over two mountain ranges ra-
ther than ride on a train.

But he admits that the fact that
no booze is sold in Seattle was the
cause of there being no disturbances
there. Get this in his own words on
prohibition: “Maybe it made the log-
ger into a dangerous I. W. W,, but in
this strike it saved Seattle more mo-
ney than was lost by the liquor in-
terests when the state went dry. Not
an arrest for violence in a city of
410,000, not a piece of property de-
stroyed. That'’s hecause wﬂ‘i.skey is
$20 a quart—when you can get it.”

We don’t know whether that is a
boost for the I. W. W. or for prohibi-
tion. The fact of this admission o
the way we conduct a strike might b
easily construed into a boost for both.
But he calls us dangerous, blood-
thirsty, property-destroying Bolshe-
vikis. So as to boost his own hero-
ism? Looks like another gem from
the same piece.

“0Ole Hanson dictates with the en-
thusiasm that characterized his idol,
Theodore Roosevelt.” And he sure
followed Big Tooth in the part . He
has jumped from one party to an-
other so often that no one can say
what his politics is, except that he
affiliates with the party that he thinks
will win. Always looking for a chance
to get some of the good political jobs.

The question is, what good job is
0Ole reaching for after all this press
agent stuff? It ought to land him in
the governor's chair at least. Then
good-bye to any little bit of freedom
the workers of Washington are not
able to take by their organization,
and the trustified state of Washing-
ton will be the state of anti-Syndical-
ist timber trust wolves.—Leonidas.

MAY DAY ON IRON RANGE

Hibbing, Minn., May 2.—May Day
was celebrated in this town by about
1,000 people, the celebration taking
place at the Workers Hall and was
a great success without any interfer-
ence by the Steel Trust law and or-
der gang.

There was a good program, with
speaking in English, Finnish, Italian,
Austrian and Slavic. All the speakers
appealed to the workers to organize
and educate themselves, and demand
the immediate release of all class
war prisoners, and to make demands
for a six hour day and the withdrawal
of the troops from Russia.

Plans were adopted for a large and
aggressive campaign this year, and
all left with smiling faces and a de-
termination to redouble their efforts
in organization work. A celebration
along the same lines took place in
Virginia, Minn.

FUNDS FOR PUBLICITY

Chicago, April 30.—The Russian
Fellow Workers here have collected
$36.46 on a list, and the money is
to be sent to the Publicity Bureau
that has recently been formed by
the California District Defense Com-
mittee.

IS YOUR MAIL HERE?

The following mail is at 119 So.
Throop St., Chicago, Ill: Jack Svan,
Ador Nilsson (2), Ador Nelson, Joe
Bagley, Pete Goisech, E. G. Weston
(2), James Dallas, Steve Loren.

HALL IN DETROIT
The new 1. W. W. hall in. Detroit,
Mich., is located at 215 Gratiot Ave.
Everybody welcome. Educational
meetings every Wednesday evening at
8 o’clock.—H. Van Dorn, Sec.

An entertainment and dance will
be given by the International Workers
Defense Conference on Fridey even-
ing, May 16 in the Metropolitan Hall,
717 Fairmount Awve., Philadelphia, in
behalf of the political and class war
prisoners. Admission 35 cents.

(Special Telegram)

Spokane, May 2.—Successful mass| bers

meeting held on vacant lot. Gate-
wood, Wicks, Metealf and Crane were
the speakers. The Fortine strike is
still on, and has spread to Big Creek,
Idaho. Picket lines have been estab-
lished and are getting good results.

Adolph Ersson, one of the Everett,

Wash., defendants in 1917, has been| W

arrested in Los Angeles on the charge
of being “a dangerous . W. W. of
the worst type,” and is being held for
deportation.

In the election of Secretary-Trea-
surer of the Chicago City Central
Committee the wvote was for Jack
Gaveel, 138, and fdr John Harmison,
13.—Jack Gaveel, Sec.-Treas.

“Will the League of Nations Sur-
vive?” will be the subject for a dis-
cussion for the Society of Vagabonds
next Sunday at 3 P. i{ at the Colo-
nial Hall, 20 West Randolph, Chicago.

New York City.—FPolice have tak-
en charge of the rail road tugs here,
and have mounted machine guns in
the pilot houses to make certain that
the tugs will run.

J. M. Harris who worked at Halco,
Oregon, is asked to write to Harold

R. Johnson, Winlock, Wash. Card re-
cord is lost.

FORTINE STRIKE GROWS
INCLUDES OTHER CAMPS

Eureka, Mont., April 20.—A strike*
which was called on the Fortine a
week ago has now spread to include
the Stillwater, Big Fork and Flat-
head rivers. The demands of the
strikers are for an eight hour day,
and blankets, springs and mattresses
to be furnished by the companies.

There are twenty million feet of
logs on the landings along the Still-
water, but the bosses say they cannot
afford to work on the eight-hour bas-
is, as they have but little water and
are dependent on splashes. The crew
told them to put on a double shift,
but the companijes flatly refused.

Picket camps have been established
and are strongly manned by men of
the One Big Union.

The wages on these drives were $4
and $4.50 for ten hours work.

The Panhandle Co. are also having
their troubles this spring. This com-
pany never was known to feed any-
thing, and they never intend to un-
til the workers use their economic
power. They have had two walk-outs
at Camp 35 inside ten days, and one
at Camp 32. The demands are a new
cook or a new crew, with other de-
mands.

The wages in these camps are $3.76
low, $4.25 high, with $1.00 a day
charged for board and $1.00 per
month for hospital. The two camps
employ about 250 men. The crews
went out solid with the exception of
a few weak-minded jobologists, who
can see nothing but their masters.

LOS ANGELES REFUSES TO
STAY SCABBY

Los Angeles, April 25.—The 1. W.
W. held another big social here, and
it was a huge success. There was an
uncommonly large crowd, consider-
ing the hostile attitude of the town
at the present time.

_ The program of the evening con-
sisted of songs, musie, dancing, re-
freshments, a Wobbly school of so-
cial science and the announcement of
an application for a Construction
Workers' Charter.

It has been well said that no rev-
olution rises above the knowledge of
those who created it, and the Wobblie
school of social science suggests the
possiblities there are for the mem-
bers of the I. W. W. in just such in-
stitutions.

The application for the Branch
Charter of the construction workers
can be traced directly to the gradual
decline and what seems to be a total
collapse of the craft unions. What
is left of them devote more time to
wrangling over jurisdictional disputes
than to all else. The master dictator,
the machine, has absorbed the skill
which is the basis of their craft. Like
a robber, the machine has taken away
their tools, or equivalent to that tells
them to put their tools in a museum.

CELEBRATION SUCCESS

Philadelphia, May 2.—The May
Day demonstrations here were a suc-
cess. Harness bulls, finks, soldiers,
state cossacks and all other gunmen
who could be mustered were out in
force, and they gave everyone a
shake-down when trying te enter a
hall or' meeting place. Five members
of the I. W. W. were arrested.

A. Shocker, a delegate and member
of C. W. 1. U. No. 573 is held under
$1,600 bond for selling I. W. W. song
books and being a delegate in the or-
ganization.

_ Hotels and lunch rooms had a hard

time serving their patrons, and one
of the largest hotels in the ecity had
to close its dining room on account
of the International Hotel and Res-
taurant Workers striking on the In-
ternational holiday.

Literature, song books and papers
were seized by the law and order
thugs wherever found, but the work-
ers of the city showed their solidarity
by gathering together in many places
where meetings were held. ’

ASK EMPLOYERS TO HELP
THEM SUBDUE THEIR
OWN WORKERS

New York City.—At the. annual
convention of the American news-
paper publishers association here
four union leaders appeared and
asked the publishers to give them
what aid they could in stopping the
spread of radical principles. The four
men were J. J. Freel, president of
the stereotyping and electrical work-
ers’ union, W. McHugh, acting presi-
dent of the printing pressmen and
assistants’ union, J. W. Hays, secre-
tary of the typographical union, and
M. Wall, president of the photo-en-
gravers’ union.

McHugh claimed that many mem-
: of local unions have been car-
ried away with the idea of bolshe-
vism, but that officers of the inter-
national unions of the printing trades
were trying to keep the men in line,
and asked the close co-operation of
the publishers individually and as an
association in combating the evils of
t.h‘e principles advocated by the I. W.

Wall, Hays and Freel endorsed the
request of McHugh for help from the
employers, and also spoke heartily
m favor of the principle of arbitra-
tion as bringing peace and good will
between the union officials and em-
ployers.

MEET ALL OF THEM

On May 10 the real affair, the Con-
vention Ball and entertainment, will
be held by the Metal and Machine
Workers Industrial Union No. 30
at the Workers Hall, 119 So. Throop
St., Chicago. This is something you
won't forget. A chicken dinner will
be served from 10 A. M. to 2 P. M.
and supper from 5 to 7 P. M., and
lunch until the wee sma’ hours ayont
the twal. The entertainment will be
followed by dancing, the whole show
is free. So come and meet the rebels
from all over the country, and enjoy
yourselves.

Frank Conbog wishes to hear from
Mike Morris. Important.

f




