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Anarchism and the Workers

C

LEAR your minds of old rub
bish and familiarize yourself
with the Anarchist thought!"
we feel like crying to the people as we
observe the current of .events and see
the workers driven from one blind alley
into another.
Anarchism alone embodies these days
social revolutionary ideals, without
trimming or compromising. It does
not aim at a success that spells full
flesh pots; it does not seek to gain the
reins of government, nor strive to
achieve an office. It scorns to make
empty promises to ignorant majorities,
for the sake of their votes. Anarchism
works for the real enlightenment of the
people, to aid the proletariat to that
maturity which will enable them to ac
complish their own emancipation.
It is anarchism that has declared
war, without comspromise or quarter,
against all the social institutions and
ideas that stand for oppression and
enslavement.
Lack of clarity, pusilahimity, and
compromise are the worst curse of the
labor movement of today. Of what
benefit, for instance, can it be to the
social or economic improvement of the'
workers if they are represented in the
political dens of the plutocracy, in
Parliament and Congress? The sole
effect of such "successes" is to supply
capitalist exploitation and govern
mental tyranny with new supporters
bearing the label of labor or Socialist
parties. Or of what use is it to the
proletariat that here and there some
branch strike is occasionally won?
Capitalism possesses no end of means
to nullify the success of such strikes.
Its power to revenge itself economically
upon the workers, to intensify exploit
ation, raise the cost of living, and so
forth, is practically limitless. Local
strikes, if conducted in a revolutionary

spirit, with an eye to the ultimate de
struction of the robber system of pri
vate property, have propagandistic
value. But as a means to the essential,
fundamental emancipation of the toil
ers, they cannot be seriously considered
by the inteligent student. The solution
of the problem of labor—the abolition
• of wage slavery—^is not to be found
within the State-capitalist regime. Our
thoughts and actions must transcend
these narrow boundaries. The old-time
local, or branch strike, that -by sacri
fice, hardships and starvation tries to
force the plutocrats to concessions, in
vain seeks materially to improve the
conditions of labor. It continually
travels within the same vicious circle.
It is becoming every day more impera
tive to familiarize oneself •with the
thought that old methods of striking
must give place to the revolutionary
General Strike, which wars not only
against the effects, but attacks the very
sources of wage slavery.
These sources are private property,
the State and—the third in the holy
trinity—^the Church.
The rule of this trinity absolutely
excludes the producers' from well-being,
justice and liberty. No diplomatizing
and politicianizing can help in this
matter. So long as this trinity is not
overthrown, misery, dependence and
slavery are unavoidable.
That is the point where the Anar
chists and the labor movement must
finally meet on common ground. If
the workers are not to turn utter trait
ors to the ideal of their emancipation,
they must prepare for the final
struggle with this trinity, and in that
struggle the Anarchists will b.e their
staunchest fellow fighters.
The mo
ment that the social revolutionary
philosophy of Anarchism will combine
vdth the intelligence of the workers,
with their energy and strength, the

doom of the dominant institution will
be sealed.
The more intelligent representatives
of the capitalist regiroie instinctively
feel this vital connection between Anar
chism and the labor movement. There
for their strenuous efforts to malign "
and revile the Anarchists as criminals
and murderers, for whose ideas and
tactics there is no room in the labor
movement. Let it be. From the his
tory of all great movements we know
that the best and truest friends of the
people—^before the days of Marat and
since—^have always been the most mis
represented and persecuted. Nor was
this persecution the worst they had to
suffer. Still sadder for them was the
lack of interest they met with in the
people themselves. ' And yet, notwith
standing, they continued ever forward,
fearless and unbending.
Thus also we Anarchists. In the
face of the many dangerous errors and
false conceptions donfinating the labor
movement, we shall neither bless nor
curse, but persistently continue our
labor toward the hour when the more
intelligent element of the proletariat
will learn f;o understand us and will
. hold out to the Anarchists the hand of
brotherhood, together to battle with
the common enemy.
Our full sympathy is with every pop
ular movement that in one way or
another helps to clarify the necessity
of this struggle, and to inspire the
proletariat to the Social Emancipation.
To aid in this noble work is to us the
best and greatest mission.
Force and violence,—that is the
motto of the rulers. But the people
•will presently awaken to the thought
expressed by the philosopher Kant:
"When it becomes a question of force
only, the people might learn to make
use of their power, and sweep away the
established institutions."
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To the Workers of America

W

E appeal to you in behalf of
an international campaign
against the monstrous perse
cutions of Workers, Socialists and
Revolutionists in Russia. We appeal
to you for energetic action to help
liberate the Anarchists, Syndicalists,
Socialists and all revolutionists in the
prisons and concentration camps of
Russia and those exiled by the Soviet
Government; the workers and peasants
in jail because of strike activities, or
revolting against the oppression of
landlords.
We are aware that brutal reaction is
now dominant throughout the world
and that the labor and revolutionary
movement of every country is waging
a severe struggle at home, but the sit
uation in Russia is an exceptional one.
Persecution of revolutionists in capi
talist and bourgeois countries is in the
nature of things. The struggle for
their liberation is a self-evident need.
But the Russian State pretends to be
a government of the workers. It calls
itself a "Dictatorship of the Prole
tariat." It denies that it persecutes
revolutionists because of their opinions.
Hypocritically it claims that it fights
only banditism and counter-revolution
ists, and unfortunately a majority of
the workers still permit themselves to
be duped by these lies. Therefore the
struggle against it is beset by the
greatest difficulties. These are further
increased by the systematic terror
which the Bolsheviki apply to all op
ponents, and which makes a struggle
against them impossible in Russia. The
result is that the persecuted revolu
tionists are deprived of all opportunity
of defense. The monstrous crimes of
the Russian Government are still not
realized by the workers of the world.
It is high time to unmask the ty
rants who rule Russia. It is the high
est duty to bring to light the facts
about the character of the "Commun
ist" government so that the proletariat
in every country may learn the truth;
to expose once for all the dangerous
myth about the revolutionary charac
ter of the Russian Government and to
show it up in all its reactionary colors.
The so-called "dictatorship of the
proletariat" has become a dictatorship
OVER the proletariat. Ex-Tzarists
hold places of responsibihty and honor
in the Soviet Government and Army.

The workers have been deprived even
of the right to strike. There is abso
lutely no freedom of speech or press;
on the contrary there is a systematic
destruction of all who dare to express
themselves differently from the Tcheka.
Labor is in the most abject slavery,
and the country awed into submission
by terror. Every day the best revolu
tionary elements are thrown into prison
and the conditions of ' imprisonment
and exile in the frozen North are most
terrible. Shooting and execution for
the slightest protest against the un
bearable conditions has become a daily
occurrence. Suicides multiply. ThoU'sands of revolutionists are suffering
martyrdom and are in constant danger
of their lives, without any accusations
being made against them, and merely
as a result of the Government policy
to exterminate every revolutionary
activity.
Horrible as the physical tortures are,
the spiritual or mental assassination
practiced by this Communist oligarchy
is even worse. The reputation of noble
martyrs who had sacrificed their lives
for the cause of freedom is besmirched
by these tyrants. Revolutionists of in
ternational renown are branded as ban
dits, speculators and counter-revolu
tionists. Afraid of the opinion of the
world labor movement, the government
agents abroad are spreading lies .that
the persecuted are base crimjnals, dan
gerous to society and must therefore
be kept behind the bars.
To dispel these infamous lies of the
Russian Government; to save the honor
and lives of our tortured comrades,
these are the reasons that urge us on
to work. As Anarchists, we did not
expect that any government. Capitalist,
Socialist, or "Communist," would bring
freedom and happiness to the masses.
We are therefore not disappointed. We
want to let the world know the truth,
however. The red cloak of revolution
and labor emancipation must be pulled
off, and the monster of brutal govern
ment force hidden beneath exposed. We
must turn the sympathies of the work
ers from the tyrants to their victims,
and get the masses to voice aloud their
indigation and protest against this selfindignation and protest against this
self-styled labor government which
murders and tortures Idealists for their

beliefs and devotion to the cause of
freedom.
The cruelty of the present Russian
rulers towards their political opponents
must astonish every student of human
nature, nor can it, any longer, be ex
plained by the necessity of self-preser
vation. Civil war ceased more than
three years ago. It is now over two
years since the All-Russian Soviet
adopted the new economic policy, and
thereby obtained the good will of the
international exploiters and their serv
ants—the powerful governments of the
wprld. France, England, Germany,
Italy, Poland, most of the smaller Eu
ropean states have finally recognized
the Russian rulers as a kin to them
selves. They learned to know the value
of the revolutionary phrase on the lips
of a politician and to fear it no longer.
No danger is threatening the Russian
government from abroad. Internally
they are safe for the present. The reac
tionaries and exploiters have adaptet^
theipselves to the new conditions;
some are in the government service
and faithfully serve their new masters;
others ply their old business, exploiting
the masses under the protection of the
"Revolutionary Government."
The
downtrodden masses groan under the
lash, but they are too exhausted from
years of war and misery to rise in
action; they become apathetic indeed,
and thus there is no imminent danger
threatening the government from these
quarters. Small is the number of cour
ageous idealists in Russia who, in the
face of prosecution and torture, dare
to propagate their ideals and beliefs.
They cannot be of any greater imme
diate danger to the Russian Govern
ment than their comrades of Western
Europe and America are to the capital
ist governments of their countries.
Still, the cruelty of the Russian is in
comparably worse than in the Capitalist
countries. Why ?
There can be but one explanation to
this phenomenon. It 'is the venom of
renegades that manifests itself in their
action. They who have once been
counted in the revolutionary ranks, who
have not so long ago fought and suf
fered side by side with their present
victims, but have finally turned their
backs on the ideals of. freedom And have
forsaken these ideals for the glitter of
rule and power, cannot suffer the re-
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proach of those who adhere to their
principles and are trying to drown
their guilty conscience in the blood of
their former comrades and present
opponents.
Can we calmly look on this blood
curdling spectacle? No! must be our
answer. A cry of indignation and pro
test must rise from amidst the workers
of the world against the torture and
persecution of the political martyrs of
Russia; material and moral aid must
be given the victims. Let them know
that in their struggle for genuine free
dom they are not alone; that the hearts
of the world goes out to them in sym
pathy for their suffering, their heroic
struggle, and that their persecutors are
hated and condemfned the world over.
COMRADES, FRIENDS 1
Oganize Committees for Aid and De
fense of Imprisoned Revolutionists in
Russia! Their need is great, their ap
peal urgent.
MAY AN AROUSED PUBLIC
CONSCIENCE HELP THE UNFOR
TUNATE VICTIMS OF BOLSHE
VIK POLITICAL PERSECUTION!
Delegation, Left S. R's and Union S. R.
Maximalists
L Steinberg
Delegate Moscow Society of Aid to
Anarchists . . . .Alexander Berkman
Secretary
M. Mratchny
Get in touch with our JOINT COM
MITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF
REVOLUTIONISTS IMPRISONED
IN RUSSIA.
Address;
Fritz Kater (Joint Committee)
Kopernikus Str. 25, Berlin, 034,
Germany.
THE ANARCHIST RED CROSS

Y. Fearer, Secretary
48 Canal St.
New York City

On the Road

M

any of our readers will cast a

bored glance at our modest
looking sheet and after an un
successful attempt to find a good story
will give it up as a bad job. No doubt
they wiU wonder what can drive a few
individuals to spend so much time and
energy putting up a paper which can
not under any circumstances become a
"good seller."
Indeed we must be a queer collection!
Whatever we will print here will be
against that disreputable old lady
known as public opinion. While our
fellow men will word harder and harder
and while the number of banking insti
tutions wilHncrease in a frightful pro
portion, we will calmly print a micro
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scopic paper and expound theories
which fit in the modern run of things as
much as Rabelais would fit in the Sal
vation Army. I can imagine the out
burst of platitudes with which the good
people will greet our reappearance on
the stage of human comedy. "But
what in the name of common sense do
they want with their Freedom? Aren't
we free, prosperous and happy? We
made our Revolution, didn't we?"
What can we answer to that ?
Thousands of ministers, rabbis and
Salvation Army preachers enjoy an un
disturbed religious freedom. They are
the living proof that every one has a
right to worship a Christian, Jewish or
Mahometan God according to his or her
choice. If we do not happen to worship
any of these, it must be that we are
hard to please indeed! And if we
claim that religious freedom means that
each one has a right to believe or not to
believe in a Supreme Being, then we
must be atheists and as such we might
as well disappear, for of what good are
we anyway?
As far as prosperity is concerned,
there again we put our foot in it.—
Why there is one automobile for every
five inhabitants in America.—^If we say
that this does not mean that the four
or five who do not own one can rejoice
about the poetry of statistics as much
as the man who owns a few cars, we will
be told immediately that any man will
ing to work hard enough is sure to suc
ceed. And if we finally object that there
are usually more workers than jobs, we
will be told that since we do not want
to work anyway what is the use of wor
rying about it. And to show the
strength of this argument they will
point out to us that the history of the
country is chuckfull of examples of
great men who started way down the
ladder, washed dishes, cleaned the
streets and kept on saving money.
As to happiness, this is an honest
fact. Everyone in this country enjoys
a good home, a clean living, has all the
comforts and luxuries of old Romans
plus the distractions' afforded by our
modern inventions—^phonographs, mov
ies, radio and what not.
Once more we must confess that
something is wrong with us anyway.
For if we can have a nice flat with a
wife and kiddies, a Victrola and a Ford
(not to speak of a free lecture every
Sunday at the nearest church) I do not
see what more we can ask for! If we
claim that such a life resembles happi
ness as much as Shakespeare resembles
Frank Crane, it is simply because we

are degenerate pagans who do not un
derstand what honest joy is anyway.
In other words our case is hopeless.
Like that wonderful old man who, ac
cording to the story of Frank Harris,
was arrested for selling magic goggles,
which, he claimed would make people
see things as they are, we insist upon
looking at-Jh^^s, from' a true angle.
Chimera chasers, we persist in thinking
that life is not a valley of tears. We
see it as a sort of experiment to make
8f thing full of expectations and golden
hopes something "as rich and as glorious
as a beautiful poem. We think that
man is neither good nor bad naturally
and consider him as a higher animal
who could develop his fine feelings and:
air his faculties if the environment were
more suitable.
We believe that the modern form of
slavery in workshops and offices is
worse than it has ever been. Sur
rounded by ugliness and being con
stantly taken up with the menial things
of life, more and more, man loses his
critical sense and his natural intelli
gence. Are we to follow the same road
and try to impove it?
No friends, let us go our own way,
towards that rare ideal some call a
Chimera, some a nonsense, some a crim
inal doctrine.—The road may be long
and the journey hazardous, but what
does it matter if we are traveling to
gether and if we believe that we are go
ing the right way.
—Andros.
ANARCHISM APPLIED
The Government in which I believe is
that which is based on the mere moral
sanction of men.
Buddha, Moses,
Plato, Socrates, Schopenhauer are to
me the real sovereigns. Just as I hate a
hereditary potentate, so do I hate a
cheap parliament. A political party
has never accomplished anything for
humanity. Individuals and geniuses
have been the pioneers of every reform
and of progress. The real law lives in
our hearts. If our hearts are empty,
no law or political reform can fill them.
—Leo Tolstoy.
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ANARCHY— s o c i a l t h e o r y • w h i c h
regards the union of order •with the ab
sence of all direct government of man
by man as the political ideal, absolute
indmdual liberty.

T

Comments

h e election comedy is over. The
good citizen can keep cool •with
Galvin Coolidge and hot with his
"man on horseback," General Dawes.
The centralized reaction triumphed,
and Wall Street celebrates by throwing
millions worth of watered stocks to the
suckers.
A most encouraging sign from the
Anarchist point of view is the tremen
dous "Strike of Voters." Notwith
standing all frantic appeals of the
ballot-box worshippers, more than half
the men and women entitled to vote re
fused to participate in the voting bur
lesque. The "get-out-the-vote" cam
paign fizzled miserably.
Proportionately there were more
stay-at-home voters this year than
there were in 1920. With only 62,000,000 eligible voters in 1920, over
27,000,000 votes were cast. This year
less than 30,000,000 were cast, al
though the number of eligible voters has
increased to 60,000,000.
One-half of the voting strength of
these United States refuses to go to
the ballot-box. Eighty per cent of the
qualified voters balloted in 1896. Four
years later only 73 per cent voted. In.
1908 this fell to 66 per cent. Despite
the clamor of the Bull Moose movement
in 1912, only 63 per cent of the voters
went to the polls. Four years ago the
total vote dropped to about 60 per
cent. Yet that November saw the great
est number of voters in our history, hecause it was the first Presidential elec
tion for the newly enfranchised women.
The American Federation of Labor,
the National League of Women Voters,
the National Manufacturers' Associa
tion, the Federal Council of the
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Churches of Christ in. America, the
General Federation of Women's Clubs,
the Daughters of the American Revolu
tion, the American Legion, the National
Civic Federation, the National Security
League, the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs,
the Boy Scouts, the Ku Klux Klan, the
Single Taxers, the Socialists, the
Communists and the Prohibitionists all
worked in perfect harmony to get-thevote-out—rail in vain. The citizens re
fused to be led to the slaughter house.
• » •

N

d political system has ever
equaled popular suffrage as an
instrument for enslavement.
Monarchical absolutism is unspeakably
clumsy, stupidly exposing itself to re
bellion and uprisings. But the ballot
box is the most potent factor for wellordered oppression and exploitation. It
hypnotizes its victims into the belief
of political sovereignty and independ
ence, while at the same time still firmer
riveting the chains of bondage. Indeed,
it inspires its dupes with a strange
pride in the very symbol of their degra
dation, and thus makes them willing,
satisfied slaves.
To dispel this fog of political super
stition is a Titanic work. It requires
the best efforts of the friends of liberty,
who realize the terrible devastations of
the political self-delusion and the fatal
sway of representative authority.
It is encouraging to note that the
persistent
Anarchist
propaganda
against parliamentarism is bearing
good fruit. Thoughtful workingmen
are beginning to realize how destructive
political "action" is to the best inter
ests of labor. They are learning that
their futile wajiderings in the dark
labyrinths of politics have paralyzed
their efforts in the economic arena and
resulted in deplorable failure.

W

»

«

«

E hear much talk these days
about the spirit of true
democracy, and how impor
tant it is to educate • the masses in
conformity with that spirit. If by that
is meant that out of the masses be
developed individuals, independent per
sonalities that have no more need of
guardians and representatives, then we
could participate in the work. But as
a matter of fact, the education of the
people generally means, in the mouth
of the ofiicial educators, to preserve
the compactness of the masses and to
yoke them as beasts of burden in the
triumphal pageant of the masters. The
politician aims to train the people
blipdly to follow his leadership, like so

many sheep; the same object is sought
by capitalism and militarism. The
democracy of today is a very cheap
thing. It signifies little more than the
drilling of the people to enthuse them
selves over long exploded ideals and to
hurrah for the infiated idol of the hour.
We Anarchists, also hope for the
awakening of the masses, but not in the
sense that they should continue, as to
day, to he the stumbling block to pro
gressive thought and a handicap to
every daring act. We aim rather to
split, them up into individuals, person
alities, that are not held together by
superstition and prejudice, but are
welded in the spirit of brotherhood by
intelligent solidarity and co-operation.
* « «

W

E should not be a mass; that
is to say, we should not share
the prejudices, the pre-occupations, the errors, the customs of the
unthinking multitude. The mass has a
firm belief in the necessity of a chief or
leader who must be at their head, who
must conduct them to their goal, bring
them to tyranny' or freedom, guide
them by caresses, or by spitting in their
faces, for good or for ill.
This habit, so rooted in the human
• being, is the fount of inexhaustible evils
for the. redemption of the race. Life,
honor, welfare, the future, liberty—all
are placed at the disposition of him who
has been made chief. It is the leader
who must think for all; it is the leader
who is charged with the duty of watch
ing for the well-being and liberty of
the mass in general and the individual
in particular; the result being that
there are millions of brains among the
mass that never think, because the
leader has to think for all. Thus it
comes about that the masses remain
passive, that they have no initiative,
and that they drag out a sheep exist
ence ; wheedled, at election times, by the
politicians and place-hunters, who beat
them when the elections are over; de
ceived, during times of revolutionary
action, by the promises of the ambi
tious, who reward them with kicks for
their self-sacrifice when the •victory has
been won.
There should be no mass; there
should be a league of thinking individ
ualities, united among themselves for
the attainment of certain ends; each,
whether man or woman, thinking with
his or her own head; each exerting him
self or herself to give an opinion as to
what must-be done to realize our aspira
tions, which are no other than the lib
erty of all based on the liberty of each;
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the welfare of all based on the welfare
of each.

W

E shall always find that when
men come to assume the duties
connected with official posi
tion, their presumption and their arro
gance develop at such an amazing rate
that they finally make themselves believe
that they are infallible, and therefore
not accountable for their acts. That
is the feeling that is always sure to
acconfpany an increase of power a
belief at last in freedom from all ac
countability. Power cannot endure
criticism, because it is well known to
everyone that power has no ground on
which to stand consistently. But was
there ever a man who could properly
be called infallible? If there is not—
and everybody knows there is not—then
there is no basis on which to justify the
exercise of power over anybody at any
time. Everybody is in all respects as
good as his neighbor. To be infallible,'
is to be godlike. But there are no god
like men. All claim or pretense to au
thority under any circumstances is a
fraud and a sham—simply a bare-faced
and palpable lie. It is a lie so far
materialized as to permit of its being
grasped and retained till its hollowness
can be detected.
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International News
GEEETINGS FEOM EMMA GOLDMAN

London, England.
. . . . That is good news that you
are to start a paper. Heaven knows
it is necessary after so many years^ of
silence. I confess the fact that nothing
was being done in America since our
deportation has been- harder to bear
than many other things that made life
so difficult the last seven years. It
merely proves to me that my thirty
years of hard effort had left no trace
whatever, if no one attempted to revive
what has been paralyzed with our un
willing departure. You can imagine
then how glad I am to learn that you
are going to put life into some of our
people. I hope fervently that you may
succeed. I know if only you will give
yourself wholly to the work and hold
out, you will succeed in bringing out a
truly worth while paper. Of course, I
will help you all I can. But just now I
cannot write an article, I am, so unset
tled and restless, I can think of noth
ing else, except some way of gaining
grounds here so that I can once more
make my life count for something more
than it has meant to- me, or anyone else
since I left Russia.
—^Emma Goldman.

Christmas Adventures of Jesus
B y MAX BAGINSKI

S

EVERAL weeks before the Christ
mas holidays Christ decided to
descend on earth in human form,
in order to inspect his work of salva
tion.
The first place he came to was Gol
gotha. He recognized it, as well as the
entire neighborhood of Jerusalem, by
the poverty and filth prevailing there.
Those places had changed little during
the two thousand years of Christian
ity's reign.
The heathens had disappeared; the
Romans were not in evidence. Turks,
Christians and Jews had taken their
place; the disciples of Mohamed and
the Nazarene were bickering over the
exclusive possession of the Holy Sepulcher.
"How anxious they are about me,"
thought Christ, deeply moved. But,
upon closer inspection, he fotind that
the monks and dervishes were quarrel

ing because each side wanted to monop
olize the legend of the angels for busi
ness purposes.
"Thus I serve these people as an
advertisement to attract the gullible;
how peculiar the success of my -vicar
ious atonement!"
Then Christ asked to be told about
the various relics.
He was shown a bottle containing the
blood-drops of Gethsemane—^the blood
that man's fear had made him shed
through the treachery of Judas
, Iscariot.
'^Blood of my bleeding?" thought
Jesus, gazing wonderingly at the
strange-looking contents of the bottle.
He soon learned that that it was the
blood of a sheep—a parallel to Christ,
who was led to the block, the victim of
calculating greed.
Then he was shown nails, the very
ones with which he was crucified.

"How vicious to presferve those hor
rible things," thought Christ. He was
mistaken, however; the nails he saw
were of Amferican manufacture, fur
nished tq the foreign markets at lower
prices than ^t.home. They were prob
ably a gift to the jpious hucksters of
Jerusalem by an American priest—-no
doubt, a disciple of Cardinal Hayes.
Among other things Christ saw the
sacred head bandage—^English fiapnel
—and the ointment -with which the dead
Saviour was anointed—the by-product
of a renowned French soap factory.
"Swindle and graft, in my name,"
groaned Jesus. Depressed and weary,
he went on his way.
A begging priest sent curses after
the stranger who would not drop a coin
into the box to help the Church.
Christ journeyed to Europe. On the
way he made the acquaintance of a
missionary, who enlarged upon the
growth of Christian cmlization among
heathen and savage races.
"At first the Bible is introduced to
them," said the missionary; "after that
they are given in charge of Christian
merchants, and finally Christian sol
diers and cannons are sent to protect
the interests of commerce and mission
aries.
Christ marveled at such ingenuity.
He pitied his folly in attempting to
save these shrewd creatures.
Jesus visited every European coun
try, everywhere hearing the complaint
that the military and marine-budgets
were altogether inadequate to meet
Christian demands. Every Christian
government, to defend itsellf against its
Christian neighbors, was calling for atf
increased, well-trained and disciplined
army and navy, for the Christian mis
sion of wholesale-slaughter.
"Miserable wretches, they have con
verted n^ teachings into cannons and
torpedoes!"
At Liverpool Jesus embarked for
America. On board he observed that
the passengers were rigidly separated
into three classes: people of great
means, persons with limited income, and
those stricken with the plague of
poverty.
The latter were treated and fed like
cattle, deprived of light and air, as if
in punishment for their affliction.
The Saviour was filled with grief over
his Christian children who weighed
souls in- the scales of dollars.
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Arrived at Ellis Island, Jesus was
taken before the Commissioner of Im
migration and asked whether he had
ever committed a crime or been in
J)rison.
"I was condemned and sentenced to
death;"
"And were you pardoned?"
"Not so; I died on the cross as de
creed by my judges."
The Commissioner wrote on' his
memorandum the word "Insane." Christ
was ordered locked up and carefully
guarded.
»

•

»

While in the observation ward the
Nazarene had ample time to study the
representatives of various religious
sects.
They all flocked to Ellis Island,
ostensibly to comfort the sick and con
sole the unfortunates. In reality, how
ever, each seet was eager to profit by
the immigrants. Those of the latter
who were fortunate enough to pass the
inquisition of the free Republic—espe
cially if they had some money—^were
lured by their Christian advisers to
Christian lodgings, where they were fed
on many prayers and hymns, but little
food.
The places were generally
as filthy as Jerusalem, and the air as
foul and stifling as in the steerage. No
wonder the poor victims seized the first
opportunity to escape from such Chris
tian care.
The pious sisters and brethren were
keen to discover whether the immi
grants had means. Those who had
none served as material for employ
ment bureaus, who supply their Chris
tian patrons with cheap help.
All this was done in the name of
Jesus, the "insane foreigner," who had
taken men's sins upon him and and who
died for them on the cross.
*

•

*

One of the visiting reverends became
interested in the "lunatic." He asked
the prisoner if he had money. The
Carpenter naively confessed that he
had none. "How stupid to come to
America!" exclaimed the preacher.
"However, I shall try £o get you out of
this place," he continued. "You look
so weak and delicate; else I might get
you a job as bartender, driver or street
cleaner. As it is, I will find something
for you to do in our 'Refuge for Virtu
ous Young Sailors.' Your soft voice is
just what we need to lead in prayer.
Besides, you can help in the kitchen
and make yourself generally useful."
The reverend called on the Commis
sioner and and explained that the de
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tained foreigner was a harmless crank,
and that he would take charge of him.
Jesus was then allowed to land, and
directed to the Refuge, but he failed to
avail himself of the generously offered
hospitality. His soul was filled with
disgust at those who preached in his
name.
•

«

•

He tramped the streets of New York,
gazing at the rich display of Christmas
wares, that were loudly heralded in the
newspapers as wonderful bargains.
In a spirit of self-ridicule Christ
thought: "My sacrifice was not in
vain, after all. At least I serve as the
unpaid agent of the department stores,
and my name is a splendid advertiseing
medium for Wanamaker, Gimbel, Saks,
and other enterprising firms.
Who
dares say that I am not a success!"
Christ heard the word "panic," and
saw everybody terrified at the thought
of what it might mean—need, hunger
and cold. "Another Christian arrange
ment ! There seems to be a superfluity
of everything. Why this teeth-clatter
ing fear of want?"
One evening Jesus saw people enter
ing a hall. He followed them. An
Anarchist meeting was in progress. The
Nazarene listened attentively to the
speakers, and for the first time he felt
as if breath of his own spirit permeated
the place. Various speakers were dis
cussing the panic and demonstrating
the inhumanity of forcing thousands to
go hungry and naked, while an abun
dance of food, clothing and houses was
within reach. They explained the crim
inal injustice of the prevailing system
that enriches the few at the cost of the
many. Jesus might have heard much
more, but suddenly he beheld a uni
formed mob rush "into the hall with
drawn clubs, dealing blows right and
left and sparing no one, not even Christ
himself.
The humble Nazarene realized that
one daring to raise his voice in a Chris
tian government in behalf of justice
and humanity is handled even as he had
been by the high courts of the Jews
and Romans.
And Jesus knew that his work of
salvation was bankrupt.
There is something servile in the
habit of seeking after a law which we
may obey. We may study the laws of
matter at and for our own convenience,
but a successful life knows no law.—
DAVID THOREAU.

Anarchism and its
Practicability

Y

B y JEAN GEAVB

OUR ideas are all right in
theory, but they are not prac
ticable; men need some tangible
power to govern them and force them
to respect the social contract." Such
is the objection urged against us as a
last resort by advocates of the present
social order, when after thorough dis
cussion we have answered their argu
ments and demonstrated that the work
er can hope for no sensible improve
ment of his lot while the machinery of
the present social system is preserved.
"Your ideas are all right, but they are
not practicable; man is not yet suffi
ciently developed to live in such an ideal
state. In order to put them into prac
tice human beings must first have be
come perfect," is added by many other
persons, undoubtedly sincere, biit who
misled by education and habit, see only
the difficulties and are not yet suffi
ciently convinced of the principles of
work for their realization. And in addi
tion to these avowed adversaries and"
these indifferentists who may become
friends, there rises up a third category
of persons to be animated with en
thusiasm for our ideals; they loudly as
sert that nothing can be greater, that
the present organization is worthless
and must vanish before the new idea,
that it is the goal towards which hu
manity is tending, etc. "But," they
add, "it is not immediately practicable;
humanity must be prepared for it,
brought to understand this happy con
dition ;" and under this pretext of being
practical they seek to revive those re
form projects which we have just shown
to be illusory. They perpetuate exist
ing prejudices by flattering those to
whom they speak, and seek personally
to profit as much as possible from the
present situation; before long their
ideal vanishes to make room for "the
instinct towards the preservation of the
existing order of things. Unfortunately
it is but too true that those ideas which
are the end and aim of our aspirations
are not immediately realizable. The
number of persons who have under
stood them is yet to small a minority
to exercise any immediate influence
events for the course of our social or
ganization. But is that any reason
why we should not work for their
realization? If one is convinced of the
justice of his principles why not try
to put them in practice? If everybody
were to say, "It is not possible," and
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passively accept the yoke of the pres
ent society, it is plain that the capital
istic order of things would still have
many centuries to run.
If the first thinkers who fought the
Church and the monarchy on behalf of
natural ideas and independence; who
faced the executioner and the scaffold
in order to proclaim these, had said
"it is not possible," while dreaming of
their ideal, we should, today, still be
bound by mystical conceptions and
seignorial rights. It is because there
have always been people w'ho were not
"practical," but singularly convinced
of a truth and seeking to disseminate
it, wherever they could, with all their
might, that man, today, begins to be
familiar with his own origin, and to
get rid of his superstitions concerning
divine and human authority.
In one of the chapters of his really
valuable book, "Outlines of a Morality
without Authority or Duty," M. Guyau
develops this admirable idea: "He who
does not act as he thinks, thinks incom
pletely." Nothing can, be truer. When
one is thoroughly convinced of an idea,
it is impossible for him, feeling it, not
to seek to spread it and endeavor to
realize it. How often do disputes arise
between friends over trivial matters, in
which each maintains his own view
without any other motive than the con
viction that he is in the right of the
matter. Let to please one's friend, or
eyen to avoid wounding him, it would
cost nothing to let him speak his mind
without either approving or disapprov
ing; since the thing he maintains is of
no real importance to our convictions,
why not let him, have his way.^* And
this we often do in a conversation con
cerning things about which we have no
fixed opinion; but directly something
about which we have an opinion comes
up, presto! we take sides and dispute
with our best friend in defense of our
own opinion. Now, if people act this
way about trifles, how much stronger
must be the impulse received when it
is a question of opinions which have to
do with the future of all humanity, the
enfranchisement of our class, our pos
terity, and ourselves!
Truly we understand that not every
one can bring the same amount of re
sistance to bear in the struggle, the
same degree of energy in combating ex
isting institutions. Temperaments and
characters are not all moulded alike.
The difficulties are so great, poverty so
severe, persecutions so multiplied, that
we comprehend how these must be de
grees in efforts towards the propa
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ganda of what is admitted to be true
and just. But acts are always in pro
portion to the impulse received and the
intensity of one's faith in his beliefs.
Very often one may be deterred by con
siderations of one's family, one's rela
tions, or the necessities of earning one's
daily bread; but whatever be the force
of these considerations, if one is really
a man they will never go so far as to
make him swallow all the infamies that
spread out before his eyes. There
comes a time when one sends considera
tions to the devil, remembering that he
is a man and that he had dreamed of
something better than what he. has been
compelled to submit to.—He who is
incapable of making any sacrifice for
the principles he claims to profess, does
not really believe in them all; he deco
rates himiself with the label merely for
show, because at some time it looked
well, or because he pretends to justify
certain vices, by the help of these prin
ciples; beware of taking him into your
confidence;—^he will deceive you.
As to those who seek to profit by ex
isting institutions; ostensibly for the
purpose of aiding the propaganda of
new ideas, they are ambitious knaves
who flatter the future in order to enjoy
the present in peace.
(To Be Continued)

The Etas of Japan

M

ORE than other oriental coun

tries Japan, on account of its
capitalistic evolution, is under
going a tremendous transformation in
social life. The social awakening of the
Japanese working class is making great
progress notwithstanding all repressive
measures of the ruling oligarchy. The
Western world is surprised to hear of
strikes, demonstrations and especially
of attacks upon the Japanese rulers,
but those who remember the martyr
dom of Denjiro Kotoku, Suga Kano
and ten of their anarchist comrades on
January 24, 1911, will easily under
stand the ferment in Japan. The most
prominent members of the social revo
lutionary movement were either killed
or imprisoned for life, but this did not
stop the social awakening of the Jap
anese workers.
During March, 1923, the entire
country was stirred by vivid front-page
accounts of civil war which had broken
out in various parts of the country.
The Eta, the Untouchables, touched by
the current of universal unrest, had
organized, and simultaneously with
their growing militant solidarity there
developed an equally militant opposi
tion to them. The Eta (this term is
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translated as "filthy") were forbidden
by law up to the time of Emperor
Meiji's liberalizing'influence to mingle
in any way with the rest of the Japan
ese people, wlfether in work, play, mar
riage or worship. The law discrim
inating against them was repealed in
1871, but the prejudice continues.
There has been, little fundamental im
provement in their social condition, and
except for isolated charitable attention,
they are completely shunned.
The Eta resent anything smacking
of charity or paternalism, and insist
on a fundamental change of attitude
toward themselves. This hostile feel
ing was deepened after the stamping
out of the rice riots of 1918. When
the trouble died down, the Government,
thoroughly alarmed at the strength of
this mass demonstration, appropriated
ten thousand yen for building schools
among the Eta to teach them sanita
tion, etc. They refused to attend the
classes. They had been so utterly ig
nored in the past that only a basic
change in their status would satisfy
them. Since that year larger and
larger sums have been appropriated
for the relief and improvement of the
Eta class.
Within the past year the Eta move-;
ment has rapidly change'd from a blind,
unorganized, negative struggle against
all the other Japanese people to a welldirected, positive, constructive move
ment for equality of opportunity, jus
tice, and freedom. It is significant to
note that this change in the funda
mental character of the struggle re
sulted in the withdrawal of the support
of most of the rich and socially power
ful among the Eta, and new leaders,
more in accord with modern economic
thought and practice, are now shaping
the policies.
As a first step in organization a
national convention of the Eta was held
in Kioto on March 3, 1922. At that
time .the declaration given below, ad
dressed to all the Eta people, was for
mulated by the 2,50 delegates present.
Comrades:
Proletarians of the whole world, op
pressed and exploited by the capitalists
of Europe, of America, and of Japan,
all the oppressed nationalities under the
yoke of capitalistic imperialism, we ap
peal to you!
We, the Eta , people in the Far East
ern corner of the earth, who have been
oppressed and insulted for a thousand
years past, appeal to you, who are
fighting valiantly the final class war
with bloodthirsty capitalism!

