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Introduction

Who are we? Neither officers nor functionaries of
the Worker-Student Action Committees; neither presidents
nor secretaries of the movement; neither spokesmen nor
representatives of the revolutionaries.

We're two militants who met at the barricades and
in Censier; who shared a project with each other as with
thousands of other militants active in Paris in May and
June 1968.

Why are we writing this account of the May-June
events? Not in order to describe a spectacle, nor a
history which is to "enlighten" future generations. Our
goal is to make transparent, to ourselves and to those
who are engaged in the same project, our shortcomilngs,
our lack of foresight, our lack of action. Our aim is
to clarify the extent to which our concrete actions
furthered the revolutionary project.

The purpose of the critique is to permit us to move
further in the realization of the revolutionary project,
to act more effectively in a situation similar to the
one we experienced. Our intention is not to "clarify"
the sequence of events which took place in France in
order to make possible a ritual repetition of these
events, but rather to contrast the limited views we
had of the events at the time we were engaged in them,
with views we have gained from further action in dif-
ferent contexts. Thus this account and critique of
French events is at the same time a critique of short-
comings we found in ourselves and in those alongside
whom we struggled afterwards.

This booklet is divided into two parts. The first
part consists of articles which are attempts to under-
stand the events as they took place and to define the
perspectives behind the actions. The "perspectives be-
hind the actions" are not private phllosophies which we
attributed to an external "social movement!; they are
not the subjective goals of two militants. They are not
projections which "detached historians" impose on events
from the outside. The perspectives are the basis on
which we participated in the revolutionary project. We
do not regard ourselves as '"external observers" report-
ing the activitles of others. We were ourselves in-
tegral parts of the events we described, and our per-
spectives transformed the events in which we participated.
A militant who rejects the constraints of capitalist
daily life was drawn to the university occupations, the
street fights, the strike, precisely because the collec-
tive project, the project of the others, was also his



project. At the same time his perspectives, his project,
became part of the collective project. Consequently,
when he developed his perspectives, the entire group's
project was developed, modified, transformed, since the
collective project only exists in the individuals who
engage themselves in it and thus transform it. The
project 1s not something which exlsts in our heads and
which we attribute to "the movement," nor is it some-
thing which exists in the "collective mind of the move-
ment." Specific individuals engaged themselves in a
revolutionary project, and other individuals accepted
this project as thelr own and engaged themselves in it;
the project became a collective project only when numer-
ous individuals chose it and engaged themselves 1in 1it.
As the number of people grew larger, individuals with
different kinds of experiences defined new activities
and new perspectives, and consequently contributed new
possibilities to all the others engaged in the project;
they opened up new potential directions for the entire
"movement." Consequently the perspectives of an active
participant in the movement were in no way external to
the movement.

The second part of this booklet 1s a critical
evaluation of our actions and perspectives; it 1s an
attempt to answer why our actions did not lead to the
realization
of our per-
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Nanterre, did we engage ourselves in the same manner?
If not, what was the difference?

Attempts to realize the revolutionary project
after the May-June events made us aware that our en-
gagement in the project of the March 22 Movement had
been passive. The initial aim of the Nanterre militants
was to change reality, to eliminate social otstacles
to the free development of creative activity, and the
militants proceeded by eliminating concrete obstacles.
However, 2 large number of people who became the "move-
ment" engaged themselves in a different manner. They
did not regard themselves as those who had to move
against the concrete obstacles. 1In this sense they
were passive. They "joined a movement," they became
part of a mysterious collectivity which, they thought,
had a dynamic of its own. By joining the '"movement,"
their only engagement was to move with it. As a re-
sult, concrete people, who are the only ones who can
transform social reality, were not going to change
reality through their own concrete activity; they were
going to follow a mysterious force--''the mass," "the
movement"--which was going to transform reality. Thus
we became dependent on an lnexistent power.

R. Gregoire
F. Perlman

Kalamazoo
February, 1969.
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PARIS, May 18, 1968

The Second French Revolution

The major factories of France have been occupled by
thelr workers. The unlversities are occupled by stu-
dents who are attending continuing assemblies and or-
ganizing Committees of Action. The transportation and
communications services are paralyZzed.

"After a week of continuous fighting, the students
of Paris took possession of the Sorbonne," explains a
leaflet of a Students and Workers Committee for Action;
"We have decided to make ourselves the masters."

Large student movements have developed in recent
years in Japan, the United States, Italy, West Germany
and elsewhere. However, 1n France the student movement
quickly grew into a mass movement which seeks to over-
throw the soclio-economic structure of state-capitalist
soclety.

The French student
movement was transformed
into a mass movement during
a perlod of ten days. On
May 2 the University of
Nanterre was closed to stu-

dents by its dean; the fol=- l d asd
lowing day the Sorbonne @g amn e

was closed and police at- '
tacked student demonstra- w@m @E‘)DQ@
tors. On the days that

followed, students learned
to protect themselves from
the police by constructing
barricades, hurling cobble-
stones, and smearing their
faces with lemon Jjuice to
repel police gas. By
Monday, May 13, 800,000
people demonstrated in
Parlis and a general strike
was called throughout
France; a week later the
entire French economy was
paralyzed.

The first barricade
to resist a police charge ARISE ye wretched
was built on May 6. Stu- of Nanterre
dents used newspaper



stands and automobiles to build the barricades, and dug
up cobblestones which they threw in exchange for police
grenades and gas bombs.

The following day the Latin Quarter of Parls was
in a state of siege; fighting continued; a large de-
monstration at the right-wing newspaper "Le Figaro"
protested the newspaper's attempts to mobilize violence
against the students. Red flags appeared at the front
lines of immense demonstrations, "The International! was
sung, and demonstrators cried "Long Live the (Paris)
Commune. "

On May 10, student demonstrators demand an im-
mediate opening of all universities, and the immediate
withdrawal of the police from the Latin Quarter. Thou-
sands of students, joined by young workers, occupy the
main streets of the Latin Quarter and construct over
60 barricades. On the night of Friday, May 10, city
police reinforced by special forces charge on the
demonstrators. A large number of demonstrators, as
well as policemen, are serlously injured.

Up to this point, Fremch newspapers, including the
Communist Party organ L'Humanité, had characterized the
student movement as "tiny groups" and "adventurist
extremists." However, after the police repression of
May 10, the communist-led union calls for a general
strike protesting the brutallity of the police and sup-
porting the students. When almost a million people
demonstrate in the streets of Paris on May 13, stu-
dents cry victoriously "We are the tiny groupsi"

The very next day, Tuesday May 14, the movement
begins to flow beycnd the university and into the fac-
tories. The aircraft plant Sud-Aviation, manufac-
turer of the Caravelle, 1s occupied by its own workers.

On Wednesday, May 15, students and workers take
over the Odeon, the French national theater, plant
revolutionary red and black flags on the dome, and
proclaim the end of a culture limited to the economic
elite of the country. The same day numerous plants
throughout France are occuplied by their workers, in-
cluding the automobile producer Renault.

Two days after the take-over of the Renault plant,
Sorbonne students organize a 6-mile march to demon-
strate the solidarity of the students with the workers.
At the head of the march 1s a red flag, and on theilr
way to the plant marchers sing the "International”
and call "Down with the Police State," "Down with
Capitalism," and "This 1s only the beginning; continue
the strugglel"



A red flag 1s flown at the entrance to the Renault
plant, and individual workers standing on the roof of
the bullding cheer the marching students. However, the
C.G.T., the communist union which had taken charge of
the strike inside the plant, is guardedly hostile to
the student demonstrators, and party spokesmen are
openly hostile toward students who call on workers to
govern and speak for themselves directly, instead of
letting the union govern and speak for them.

While radlio stations continue to broadcast that
students are exclusively concerned with final examina-
tions and workers are exclusively concerned with im-
proved salaries, students organize Committees of Ac-
tion, and factory occupations continue tc spread.

In the
auditoriums and e T AT ]
lecture halls S é;ﬂ
of University
of Paris build-
ings, a vast
experiment 1n
direct de-
mocracy 1s
under way.
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At this writing, the workers continue to be re-
presented and controlled by the unions, and the unions
continue to demand reforms from the state and from the
factory owners. However, the students! refusal to
recognize the legitimacy of any external control,
their refusal to be represented by any body smaller
than the general assembly, 1s continually transmitted
to the striking workers by the Students and Workers
Action Committees.

K¢ HPerlman



PARIS, May 20, 1968
Workers Occupy Their Factories

The work-force which has taken power in France's
main industries was characterized, in the past, by
unbridgeable conflicts of interest. The conflicting
interests were exploited by factory owners, by the
police, and by the state. With the occupation of the
factorles the differences have diminished, but they
have not disappeared, and the differences continue to
be exploited, in modified form, within the occupied
factories.

In large factories like Citro¥n, the main con-
flict was between French workers and foreign workers.
This article will limit itself to the forms of ex-
ploitation, past and present, of the conflict of in-
terests between these two groups.

Foreign workers, mainly from Portugal, Spain,
Yugoslavia and North Africa, worked for wages which
were, on the average, less than half the size of
French workers! wages. The forelgn workers had no
choice. First of all the foreigners do not know
French, and could not inform themselves either of
their human rights or of legal forms. The union did
not establish schools for them. Secondly, numerous
police bureaucracies made it nearly impossible for
foreigners to find jobs once in Paris, and sent them
back to their own countries after they had spent the
money they had somehow saved in their own countries
to come to Paris. In other words, the forelgn worker
is virtually forced to give up his humanity in order
to find a job. Consequently, the foreign worker 1s
not willing to risk losing his job even if hls very
definition of himself as a human being i1s in question,
since he has largely ceased to define himself as a
human being. Systematically dehumanized, these work-
ers were easlly manipulated by the owners of France's
big industries: willing to work for low wages, they
lowered the overall wage scale; willing to work under
any conditions, they were used to break strikes.

From the point of view of the French workers,
the forelgners represented a constant threat. An
unemployed French worker had to compete with foreign-
ers willing to work for lower wages in worse condi-
tions. Employed workers, privileged in terms of type
of job, working conditions and wages, could strike
only hesitantly from fear that the factory. owners and
the state would use the strike as a pretext to replace
French by forelgn workers.
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In order to Justify thelr relative privileges
and to rationalize their fear of the foreign workers,
French workers developed psychological outlooks which
are nearly identical with racism.

The Communist Party union (the C.G.T.) did not
make speclal efforts to equalize the conditlons of the
forelgners with those of the French workers. This 1is
largely because the work contracts of most of the fo-
relgners were temporary, and the forelgn workers could
not vote, which means that the foreign workers did not
represent a power base for the Communist Party. And
some union spokesmen contributed to a further worsening
of the foreign workers' situation by collaborating with
the police repression of the foreigners, and even by
publicly defining foreilgners as the greatest threat to
the French working class.

In order to understand the present clash of the
Communlist unlion with the movement for direct democracy,
1t must be noted that a "union" is not the unified
community of workers of a factory or a region, end it
does not express the will of all the workers. The
"union" 1s in fact a particular group of people who
"represent" the workers, who speak for the workers,



who make decisions for the workers. This means that a
movement of revolutlonary democracy which seeks new
political forms for the expression of the will of all
the workers (for example, through a general assembly of
all the workers), threatens the very existence of the
present day "union." The movement for revolutlonary
democratization, initiated by students, affirms the
principle that the union of workers, namely the entlre
collectivity, 1s the only body which can speak for, and
make decisions for the workers. In this conception

the official union (and the French Communist Party) would
be reduced to a service organization and a pressure group
with no decision-making power. This is the reason the
C.G.T. (and the Communist Party as a whole) has consis-
tently maligned, insulted, and tried to put an end to
the student movement, and the reason why union func-
tionaries have trled to prevent any form of contact be-
tween workers and students. In this struggle with the
revolutionary movement, the Communist Party, viewed by
American liberals as the epitome of evil, has fought for
goals and has employed techniques long familiar to
American liberals.

The first workers to be influenced by the student
movement for autonomy and direct self-govermment were
workers who had much in common with the students, namely
young, educated and highly politicized workers. The
factory revolutionaries are neither the old party
stalwarts nor the uneducated and superexploited forelgn
workers, but rather relatively privileged young French
workers. It is these young workers who take part in
the continuous discussions of direct democracy and the
overthrow of capitalism and statism which take place
continuously at the University of Paris. And it is
these workers who are the first to call for strikes in
a factory, and who define the goals of the strike as
a substitution of capitalism and statism by a system of
direct, soclalist, workers! democracy.

Once the revolutionary stirring in the factory
begins, the union functionaries behave like American
liverals 1n a perlod of crisis. The union functionaries
place themselves at the "head" of what they call the
"reform" movement, and instead of speaking of a radical
transformation of the soclo-economic system, they speak
of negotiating with the factory owners (who have de
facto been expropriated) for higher wages. And in
order to constitute themselves the only legitimate
spokesmen for the workers, union functionaries employ
a liberal-type "consensus politics" which consists of
a maximal explolitation of the conflicts between the
interests among the varied levels of workers in the fac-
tory.
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Union functionarles frighten older, conservative
French workers with a threat of the unimaginably violent
repression which "anarchist adventurism" will lead to.
This threat 1s given force by the fact that, durlng the
growth and radicalization of the movement, the Communist
Party has increasingly cooperated with the state power
(which still holds the force of the army in reserve),
and by the fact that the Communist Party has not been
France's greatest critic of police repression or even
of colonial exploitation. In fact, the policies of the
Gaullist regime coincided with the policies of the Com-
munist Party more frequently than not.

And union functionaries try to isolate the revolu-
tlonary young workers by making one of their rare ap-
peals for the support of foreign workers. The morning
of the faetory occupation 1s one of the rare occasions
when a great effort is made to translate union leaflets
into all the languages of the foreign workers. And 1in
these leaflets, and through the loudspeakers, the union
spokesmen, in characteristically liberal fashion, tell
the foreign workers that "our" demands are for higher
wages and longer vacations. The use of the first person
plural is artificial, since except for the words spoken
over the loudspeaker, there is very little contact be-=
tween the union functionaries and the foreign workers,
and the one-way speaker system obviously annihilates the
very posslbllity of a two-way discussion which enables
the workers to define what "our" demands actually are.

Although students and revoluticrary workers are
the dynamic forces behind the occupation of the fac-

"The Hevolution Won't Get Through"

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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tories, once all the workers have been convinced to move
inside the factory and "occupy" it, union officials close
the factory gates on the students standing outside, and
they isolate the revolutionary workers on the inside.

The union functionaries isolate the young workers from
the old by painting the young workers as extremist ad-
venturists who will bring the police running into the
factory, and from the foreign workers by insinuating
that only the union is fighting for the improvement of
wages of the forelgn workers, and if the union fails,
then the foreign workers mlight lose theilr hard-won Jjobs
and be forced by the police to return to their countries.

Since the originality and courage of the students
1s admired by most sectors of the French population, the
Communist Party vascillates between mild support and
extreme attacks. And in order to prevent the revolu-
tionary and experimental political forms developed by
the students from flowing into the working class, the
Communist Party is cooperating with the state, collabor-
ating with its "class enemy" (the factory owners), and
exploiting differences of interest among the workers
which were formerly exploited by the caplitalist state
and the owners.

Thus after the factory 1s occupied by all its
workers, the union becomes the only spokesman for the
workers. In other words, whlle the workers as a whole
have decided to take over thelr own factories and to
expropriate the owners, the workers have not yet de-
veloped political forms through which to discuss and
execute their subsequent declsions. 1In this vacuum,
the union makes the decisions instead of the workers,
and broadcasts 1ts declsions to the workers through
loudspeakers. And at the present writing, the Com-
munist union had decided for the workers that the ex-
propriated factories were to be returned to theilr owners
in exchange for higher wages.

F. Perlman
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PARIS, May 30, 1968

Citroen Action Committee --I*

The Action Commlttees born throughout France at
the end of May transcend half a century of left-wing
political activity. Drawing their militants from every
left-wing sect and party, from social democrats to
anarchists, the Action Committees give new life to goals
long forgotten by the sociallist movement, they give new
content to forms of action which existed in Europe dur-
ing the French Revolution, and they introduce into the
soclalist movement altogether new forms of local par-
ticipation and creative social activity.

This article will trace the development, during
the the last ten days of May, of a committee (the
Workers-Students Action Committee--Citro¥n) whose pri-
mary task was to connect the '"student movement! with the
workers of the Citro¥n automobile plants in and around
Paris.

On Tuesday, May 21, a strike committee represent-
ing the workers of the Citro¥n plants called for a
strike of unlimited duration. The factory owners im-
mediately called for "state powers to take the measures
which are indispensible for the assurance of the free-
dom of labor and free access to the factories for those
who want to work." (Le Monde, May 23, 1968.)

The same day that the owners called for police
intervention, students, young workers and teachers who
on previous days had fought the police on the streets
of Paris formed the "Citrod¥n Action Committee" at the
Censier center of the University of Paris. The first
aim of the Action Committee was to cooperate with the
factory's strike committee in bringing about an occupa-
tion of the factory. The Action Committee's long-term
goal was to help bring about a revolutionary situation
which would lead to the destruction of capitalist so-
clety and the creation of new social relations.

Action Committee Citro¥n is composed of young
French and forelgn workers and intellectuals who, from

*
An ebridged version of this article was published in
the Guardian, June 29, 1968.
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SENSITIVE POINTS
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--WE'RE STUDIYING T0O|

the committee's inception, had equal power and equal
volice in the formulation of the committee's projects and
methods. The committee did not begin with, and has not
acquired, either a fixed program or a fixed organiza-
tional structure. The bond which holds together former
militants of radical-left organizations and young peo-
ple who had never before engaged in political activity,
is an uncompromising determination to dismantle the ca-
pitalist soclety against whose police forces they had
all fought in the streets.

The commlittee has no fixed membershlip; every in-
dividual who takes part in a daily meeting or action
is a participating member. Anyone who thinks enough
people have gathered together to constitute a meeting
can preside; there is no permanent president. The order
of the discussion 13 established at the beginning of the
meeting; the subjects to be discussed can be proposed by
any member. The committee is autonomous in the sense
that it does not recognize the legitimacy of any "higher"
body or any external "authority." The committee's pro-
Jects are not realizations of pre-determined plans, but

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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are responses to social situations. Thus a project
comes to an end as soon as the situation changes, and
a new project 1s conceived, discussed and put into ac-
tion in response to a new situatlon.

On the day when the strike committee of the Citroé&n
factorlies called on the workers to occupy their factories,
the Citro#n Action Committee launched 1ts first project:
to contribute to the factory occupation by talking to
workers and by giving out leaflets explaining the strike.
One leaflet was a call to worker-student unity in the
struggle "to destroy this police system which oppresses
all of us. . . Together we'll fight, together we'll win."
(Leaflet "Camarades," Comité d'Action Travailleurs-
Etudiants, Centre universitalre Censler, 3eme etage. )

Another leaflet was the first public announcement
of the committee's uncompromising internationalism.
YHundreds of thousands of foreign workers are imported
like any other commodity useful to capitalism, and the
government goes so far as to organize clandestine im-
migration from Portugal, thus unvelling itself as a
slave-driver."

The leaflet continues: "All that has to end!...
The forelgn workers contribute, through their labor, 1in
the creation of the wealth of French soclety. . . It 1s
therefore up to revolutionary workers and students to
see to 1t that the foreign workers acquire the totality
of theilr political and union rights. Thls 1s the concrete
basis for internationalism." ("Travailleurs Etrangers,"
Comité d'Action, Censier.)

At 6:00 a.m. on the morning of the occupation,
when the Citro¥n workers approached their factories,
they were greeted by young workers, students and teach-
ers distributing the orange and green leaflets. On
that morning, however, the young Action Committee mili-
tants were greeted by two surprises. First of all, they
found the functionaries of the C.G.T. (the communist
union) calling for the occupation of the factory, and
secondly, they were approached by the union functionaries
and told to go home.

On previous days, the C.G.T. had opposed the
spreading strlke wave and the occupation of the factoriles.
Yet on the morning of the occupation, arriving workers
who saw the union functlonaries reading speeches 1into
thelr loudspeakers at the factory entrances got the 1lm-
pression that the C.G.T. functlonaries were the ones who
had initlated the strike.

However, the union, unlike the student movement and
unlike the workers who had initiated the strike, was not
calling for an expropriation of the factories from their
caritalist owners, or for the creatlion_of & new soclety.
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The functionaries of
the communist union
were calling for
higher wages and im-
proved working condi-
tions, within the
context of caplitalist
society. Thus the
functionaries
strenuously opposed
the distribution of
the Action Committee's
leaflets, on the
ground that their
distribution would
"disrupt the unity of
the workers" and would
"create confusion."

The union func-
tionaries did not
spend too much time
argulng with the
Action Commlittee
militants because
the factory occupa-
tion did not take
place as they had
"planned" 1it.

Sixty percent
of the labor force
of the Citro¥#n plants
are foreign workers,
and the vast majority
of them are not in the
C.G.T. (nor in the
smaller unions).
When a small number
of union members
entered the factory
in order to occupy
it, they were kept
out of the workshops
by factory policemen
placed inside by the
owners. The vast
majority of the
forelgn workers
did not accompany
the union members
into the factory;
the forelign workers
stood outside and
watched. The union



16

officials made a great effort to translate the written
speeches into some of the languages of the forelgn work-
ers. The foreign workers listened to the loudspeakers
with indifference and at times even hostility.

At that point the union officlials stopped trying to
chase away the Action Committee aglitators; in fact, the
officials decided to use the agitators. Among the mili-
tants there were young people who spoke the languages of
the foreign workers, and the young people mingled freely
with the forelgn workers. On the other hand, the union
officials, seasoned bureaucrats, were institutionally
unable to speak directly to the workers: years of prac-
tice had made them experts at reading speeches into
loudspeakers, and thelr loudspeakers were not leading
to the desired effects.

Thus the functionaries
began to encourage the young
agitators to mix with the
workers, to explain the factory
occupation to them; the func-
tionaries even gave loudspeakers
to some of the forelgn members
of the Action Committee. The
result was that, after about THEBOSS NTEezgkvou
two hours of direct communica- 9
tion between the forelgn work-
ers and the Action Committee

members, most of the forelgn &L ,
workers were inside the fac- YOu DON'T NEED HIM
tory, participating 1in its

occupation.

Proud of their contribu-
tion to the occupation of
Citro¥n, the Actlion Committee
people went to the factory the following morning to talk
to the occupying workers. Once agalin they found them-
selves unwelcome. A large red flag flew outside the
factory gate, but the young militants found the gate
closed to them. At the entrances to the factories
stood union officials who explained they were under
strict orders (from the union's--and the C.P.!'s--central
committee) not to let students or other outsiders inside
the factory. The young agitators explalned that they
had played a cruclal role in the factoryt's occupation,
but the expression on the faces of the union function-
aries merely hardened.

That evening the Citro#én Action Committee had an
urgent meeting. The commlttee's members were furilous.
Until now, thev said, they had cooperated with the
union; they had avolded an open confrontation. Their
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cooperative attitude had made no difference to the union
officials; the committee militants had merely let them-
selves be used by the functionaries, and once used up,
they were rejected. It was about time to confront the
union openly. The committee drafted a new leaflet, one
which called on the workers to push past the union and
take control of the factory into thelr own hands.

Due to the presence of union guards at the factory
entrances, 2 relatively small number of workers read
the leaflet. However, among these workers there were
some who resented the union take-over inside the fac-
tory, end some who began attending the meetings of the
Citro¥n Action Committee and participating in the po-
litical discussions at Sorbonne and Censler.

At this point the Citro¥n Committee together with
other action committees at Sorbonne and Censier composed
a call to action for the workers inside the factories.
"The policy of the union leaders is now very clear;
unable to oppose the strike, they try to isolate the
most militant workers inside the factories, and they
let the strike rot so as to be able, later on, to force
the workers to accept the agreements which the unions
will reach with the owners," the leaflet explains. How-
ever, the leaflet continues, "the political parties and
the unions were not at the origin of the strike. The
declsions were those of the strikers themselves, whether
unionlized or not. For thls reason, the workers have to
regaln control over thelr work organizations. All
strikers, unionized or not, unite in a Permanent Genreral
Assembly! 1In this Assembly, the workers themselves will
freely determine their action and their goals."

This call for the formation of General Assemblies
inside the factories represents an appeal to expropriate
the capitalist class, namely an appeal for insurrection.
With the formation of a General Assembly as the decision
-making body inside the factory, the power of the state,
the owner as well as the unlon ceases to be legitimate.
In other words, the General Assembly of all the workers
in the factory becomes the only legitimate decision-
making power; the state is bypassed, the capitalist is
expropriated, and the union ceases to be the spokesman
for the workers and becomes simply another pressure
group inside the General Assembly.

Unable to communicate these ideas to the workers
at the factory, the Citro¥n Action Committee drafted a
new project. Since sixty percent of the factoryts
workers are foreign, and since the forelgn workers live
in special housing projects provided for them by the
factory owners, the Citro¥n Committee decided to reach
the workers at their homes. The foreign workers were
spending thelr days at thelir living quarters since they
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were no longer able to transport themselves to the fac-

tories (the transport to the factories is also furnlshed
by the factory owners, and was obviously not being fur-

nished during the strike).

Since this project was concelved during a period
when gasoline was scarce in Parls, most of the parti-
cipants had to hitch-hike to the housling centers.
"Several related projects were suggested by the Action
Committee militants to the foreign workers. First of
all the foreign workers were encouraged to help those
strikers who were calling for worker-control of the
factories, and not merely for wage-ralses. And second-
ly, the foreign workers were encouraged to organlze
themselves into action committees in order to cope with
theilr own specific problems.

The Action Committee'!s project initlated and sti-
mulated various kinds of activities among the foreign
workers. In some of the living quarters, courses were
organized for foreign workers who know no French. In
Nanterre, for example, the occupation committee of the
University of Nanterre granted a room to a newly formed
Action Committee of Yugoslav workers. The room was to
serve for political meetings and French lessons. In
another center, workers organized to protect themselves
collectively from abuses by the landlord's (namely
Citroldn's) agent at the housing center. In some of the
ghettos around Paris, where poor workers had run out
of food for their familles, trucks were found to trans-
port food from peasants who contributed it at no cost.
Contacts were established between the foreign workers
and the revolutlionary workers inside the factories.
Forelgn workers were encouraged to join French workers
in the occupation of the factories. On each excursion
to the living quarters, the Citro¥n Action Committee
members told the foreign workers not to let themselves
be used as strike breakers by the factory owners.

In all of the contacts between the Citro¥n Action
Committee and foreign workers, the Committee!s inter-
nationalism was made clear. When the committee members
called for the expropriation of the owners and the
establishment of workers! power inside the factories,
they emphasized that the power over the factory would
be shared by all laborers who had worked in it, whether
French or foreign. And when some foreign workers said
they were only in France for a short time and would soon
return home, the Action Committee militants answered that
the goal of their movement was not to decapitate merely
French capitalism, but to decapitate capitalism as such,
ind thus that, for the militants, the whole world was

ome.

F. Perlman
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PARIS, June 13, 1968

From Student Revolt to General Strike:
A Frustrated Revolution

The explosion which paralyzed France in May 1968
was a frustrated revolution and a clear warning. It
represents a frustrated revolution to the students and
workers who were rushing, almost blind with Joy and
enthusiasm, into a new soclety. But the revolt and
the strike are a warning to all ruling classes, a warn-
ing to capitalists and bureaucrats, to govermnments and
unions. The frustrated revolutionaries are beginning
to take stock of the accomplishments and are attempting
to pinpoint the shortcomings. However, the revolution-
aries are not the only ones who are taking stock. The
forces of repression are also undertaking the task of
analysis; they too are taking stock of the accomplish-
ments, or rather the dangers unveiled for them in
May 1968. And the revolutionaries will not be the
only ones who will prepare for the next crisis; the
ruling classes will also prepare, and not only in France.
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Politicians, bureaucrats and capitalists will define the
forms of the May revolution, so as to prevent their re-
appearance; they will study the seauence of events, so
as to prevent a recurrence of May 1968. In order to re-
main ahead of the forces of reaction, the May revolu-
tionaries will have to provide more than souvenirs; they
will have to see the gereral models behind the specifie
sequence of events; they will have to analyvze the con-
tent behind the forms.
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The sequence of events which led to a sudden con-
frontation between French state capitalism and a deter-
mined revolutionary movement caught both sides by sur-
prise. Neither side was prepared. But the moment of
hesitation was fatal only to the revolutionaries; the
ruling class took advantage of the brief pause to ex-
tinguish the fire. The fact that only one side gailned
from the pause is understandable; the revolutionaries
would have had to rush into the unexplored, the unknown,
whereas the "forces of order" were able to fall back
to well known, in fact classical forms of reopression.

The revolutionary movement rushed forward at tre-
mendous speed, reached a certain line, and then, sudden-
ly disoriented, confused, perhaps afraid of the un-
known, stopped just long enough to allow the enormous
French police forces to push the movement back, d4is-
perse it and destroy it. Reflectlon now begins on both
sides. Revolutionarlies are beginning to define the
line which was reached: they are determined to go be-
vond it "next time." They had come so close, and yet
were pushed back so far! To many it was clear that
steps into the unknown had been taken, that the line
had in fact been crossed, that the sea had in fact begun
to flow over the dam. To many it was not surprising
that the dam should be reinforced, that efforts to stem
the tide should be undertaken. What they had not ex-
pected, what they only slowly and painfully accepted,
was that the sea itself should begin to ebb. They ac-
cepted the retreat with pain because they knew, as they
watched the waters recede, that as high as the tide had
risen, as close as the flood had come, the sea would
have to gather much more force, the tide would have to
rise far higher, merely to reach the level of the dam
once again.

The ruling classes have been warned; one must
assume that they will take the necessary precautions.
Analysis of the particular cracks in the dam through
which the floodwaters rushed will be undertaken by both
sides. Such analysis will be a documentation of a par-
ticular event, a history of a revolution that failed.

On the basis of this documentation, ruling classes will
prepare themselves to prevent the recurrence of the same
event. This 1s why revolutionaries cannot use the do-
cumentation as a basis for the preparation of a future
event: the same cracks will not be found twice in the
same dam; they will have been repalred, and the entire
dam will have been raised. A future tidal wave will
find new cracks in the dam, cracks which are as in-
visible to insurgents as to defenders of the old order.
This i1s why conspiratorial organizations which plan to
rush through a particular crack in the dam are bound to
fail: no matter how ingenious their "central committees,™
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there 1s no reason to assume that the "directors" or
"leaders" of the conspiratorial group will be able to
see a crack which the directors of the established order
cannot see. Furthermore, the established order is far
better armed with tools for investigation than any con-
spiratorial group.

Historians will describe through which cracks the
sea rushed in May 1968. The task of revolutionary theory
1s to analyze the sea itself; the task of revolutionary
action 1s to create a new tidal wave. If the sea re-
presents the entire working population, and if the tidal
wave represents a determination to re-appropriate all
the forms of social power which have been allienated to
capitalists and bureaucrats at all levels of soclal 1life,
then new cracks will be found, and if the dam is imma-
culate 1t will be swept away in its entirety.

At least one lesson has been learned: what was mis-
sing was not a small party which could direct a large
mass; what was missing was the consciousness and confi-
dence on the part of the entire working population that
they could themselves direct their social activity.

If the workers had possessed this consciousness on the
day they occupled theilr factories, they would have pro-
ceeded to expropriate their exploiters; in the absence
of this consciousness, no party could have ordered the
workers to take the factories into their own hands. What
was missing was class consciousness in the mass of the
working population, not the partv discipline of a small
group. And class consciousness cannot be created by a
closed, secret group but only by a vast, open movement
which develops forms of activity which aim onenly to
subvert the existing soclal order by eliminating the
servant-mentality from the entire working population.

F. Perlman
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PARIS, June 24, 1968

Citroen Action Committee--1|*
Experience and Perspectives

The Citro#n factories employ about 40 thousand
workers in Paris and its surroundings. A total of 1500
workers are in unions. 1Inside the factories, the owners
organize repression by means of management agents, a
private police and a "free union." About 60 percent of
the workers are
foreign, and

they are em-
ployed on the
more onerous
assembly lines.
On Friday, l
May 17, work f
stoppages took [
prlace in the .
workshops of UI 68 '@ UN,
41

C HOISISSONS NOTRE

numerous fac-
tories. Such
an event had

not occurred
for decades.

NE NOUS LAISSONS PAS ARRETER
PAR LES OBSTACLES TECHNIQUES.
IMPULSONS !

On that day CREONS PARTOUT DES ATELIERS POPULAIRES !
several workers

went to the

Censier Center June '68: the start of a long fight.
of the Univer- Let's choose our own FIELD OF
sity of Paris COMBAT. Let's not be stopped by

and described
the police re-
pression, the
impotence of
the union, and
the fighting
spirit of the workers. The factory workers, they said,
were ready to stop work on the coming Monday if pickets
were avallable and if the information were spread through
the factories. Together with the Citro¥n workers, Censier
students prepared a leaflet to be distributed the follow-
ing day at all the Citro#n plants.

technical obstacles. Let's push!
Let's create popular workshops
everywhere!

*
Published in Intercontinental Press (Vol. 6, No. 27),
July 29, 1968, pp. 683-688.




24

The following day, Saturday, the CGT (General Con-
federation of Labor) distributed a leaflet calling for a
strike on Monday and demanding a minimum wage of 600 NF
(about US $120) a month. Numerous factories all over
France were already on strike. At Citro¥n the CGT had a
very small membership; was the CGT taking the initiative,
it was asked, in order to gain control of a movement
which up to this point had been out of its control?

The May 20th Strike and the Occupation

Worker-student action committees had been func-
tioning at the Censier Center since May 13. After the
first exchange between the Citro#n workers and the stu-
dents, a new committee was formed. The Cltro¥én Action
Committee prepared two leaflets for May 20, one ad-
dressed to all the workers, the other to the foreign
workers at the Citro¥n factorles. The committee's aim
was to inform the workers of the student movement which
had challenged the capitalist system and all forms of
hierarchy. The leaflets did not challenge the union
nor the union demands. On the contrary, the leaflets
suggested that the union demands challenged the capi-
talist system the same way the students had challenged
it. The leaflets expressed an awareness of the common
enemy of the workers and the students, an enemy who
could not be destroyed unless the workers controlled the
productive forces. The occupation of the factories was
seen as the first step towards workers' power.

The first leaflet said:

Millions of workers are on strike.

They are occupying their workshops. This massive,
growing movement goes beyond the established Power's
ability to rcact.

In order to destroy the police system which cuvpres-
ses all of us, we must fight together.

Workers-3tudents Action Committees have heen con-
stituted for this pur:rose. These committees bring
to light a1l the demands and ail the challenges of
the ranks of the entire working class. The carital-
ist re;sime cannot seaetisfy these demands.

The second leaflet, printed in four languages, was
addressed to foreign workers:

Hundreds of thousands of foreisn workers are iin-
ported like an; other cormodaity useful to the ca-
pitalists, and the government even organizes clan-
destine immigration from Portugal, thus showing it-
sel? as a slave driver.
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These workers are ferociously exploited by the ca-
pitelists. They live in terrible conditions in the
slums which surrcund Paris. Since they are under-
gualified, they are underpsid. Since they only speak
their own language, they remain isolated from the
rest of the working population and are not under-
stood. Thus isolated, they accept the most inhuman
work in the worst workshops.

ALL THIS BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO CHOICE:

They left their countries because they were starv-
ing, because their countries are also under the yoke
of capital. Victims in their own countries, they
are victims here too. : : '

All that has to end.

Because they are not ENEMIES OF THE FRENCH FROLE-
TARTAT: ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE THe SURLST ALLIES.
If they are not moving yet, it is because they are
aware of the precariousness of their situation. Since
they have no rights, the smallest act can lead to
their expulsion, which means a return to hunger (and
o Faill:

Through their labor, the foreign workers participete
in the cereation of the wealth of French society.
They must have the same rights as all others.

Thus it is up to revolutionary workers and students
to see to it that the foreign workers ENJOY THE
TOTALITY OF THuIR POLITICAL ANWND UNION RIGHTS.

This is the concrete beginning of internationalism,

The foreign workers, who make up an integral part
of the working class in France, together with their
French comrades, will massively join the radical
struggle to destroy capitalism and to create a
CLASSLESS SOCIETY such as has NEVER yet been seen.

VTR, o ST NI

DE TAXIS| 1

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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On May 20, students and workers of the Citro¥n
Committee distributed leaflets and talked to workers at
all the entrances to the Citro#n factories. The first
contacts with delegates of the CGT were negative. The
delegates tried to prevent the distribution of the
leaflets. The pretext was that the variety of leaflets
would destroy the unity of the workers and would create
confusion. "It would be better," the delegates sald,
"{f the elements external to the factory went away:
they give a provocative pretext to the management."

However, a significant number of the Communist
Party and CGT functionaries who had come to give a
strong hand to the CGT were external to the factory,
namely they did not work in any of the Citro#n plants.
The CGT officlals gave out leaflets which demanded,
among other things, a minimum wage of 1,000 NF ($200),
namely nearly twice as much as they had sought two days
earlier.

In the street, the union delegates communicated
with workers through loudspeakers. The students of the
Citro8n committee, on the other hand, mixed freely with
the French and foreilgn workers. Since the forelign work-
ers were not obeying the CGT calls to occupy the fac-
tory, the union officials decided to use the students.
Instead of trying to chase awav the young "agitators,"
the officials encouraged the action committee militants
to continue to make personal contect with the foreign
workers. The result of two hours of direct communication
was that the majority of the foreignr workers were inside
the factory, actively participating in its occupation.

The Gates Are Shut By The CGT

On May 21, the second day of the occupation, the
action committee militants found all the gates of the
factory closed, and union delegates defended the en-
trances agalinst "provocateurs." Thus the young mili-
tants were cut off from the contacts they had had be-
fore the occupation. Young workers inside the factory
protested vigorously against the threats which were
hurled at the "elements external to the factory." The
CGT had become the new Boss. The union did all it could
to prevent workers from becoming aware of the fact that
the occupation of the factory was a first step toward
the expropriation of the owners. To struggle against
this unexpected new force, the action committee addres-
sed itself to the workers in a new leaflet:

Workers:

You have occuried your factories. You are no longer
controlled by the State or by the ex-owners.
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Do not allow new masters to control you.

All of you and each of you has the right to speak.
DON'T LET THE LOUDSPEAKERS SPEAK FOR YOU.

If those behind the loudspeskers propose a motion,
all other workers, French and foreign, must have
the same right to propose other motions.

You, THE WORKERS, have the power. You have the
power to decide what to produce, how much snd for
whom.

You, THE WORKERS, control your factories. Don't
let anyone take the control away from you.

If some people limit your contacts with the out-
side, if some pecple do not allow you to learn
about the profound democratization taking place
in France, then these people are not trying to
represent you, but to control you.

The occupied factories have to be opened up to all
comrades, workers as well as students, in order to
enable them to make decisions together.

Workers and students have the same objectives.
Despite the government, the universities are already
open to all.
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If the loudspeakers decide instead of you, if the
i;udspeakers broadcast the decisions 'we' have made,
then the men behind the loudspeaskers are not working
with you; they're manipulating you.

A second leaflet, prepared by several action commit-
tees, was also distributed. This leaflet called for the
formation of general assemblies of all the workers which
would bypass the union and prevent any small group from
speaking in the name of the workers and from negotiating
in the name of the working class:

. « « The political and union officials were not
the originators of the strike. The decisions were
made, and must continue to be made, by the strikers
themselves, whether they are unionized or not. . .

In order to circumvent the CGT and to continue 1its
work of liaison and information, the Citro¥én committee
launched three new projects: actions with foreign work-
ers in the slums and the dormitorles; contacts with
strikers at the entrances of the factorlies; llaison
between the politicized workers at the different Citroén
factories.

Contacts At The Factory

At the Balard and Nanterre factories, dally meet-
ings took place between the workers and the action com-
mittee. The subject of the meetings was a basic poli-
tical discussion on the nature of the student movement
and its relation to the strike. The factory workers be-
came increasingly conscious that the strike had become
transformed more and more into a traditional union
strike. They deplored the demobilization and the de-
politization of the pickets, which had been accompanied
by a massive desertion. At the Balard factory, at night,
for example, a small number of young people defended
the factory. All the young workers' attempts to or-
ganlize were sabotaged by the union bhureaucracy, elither
in the form of direct opposition or in the form of
seeming to forget problems.

The nonunionized young workers attempted to break
out of their isolation. They contacted militants of the
CFDT (French Democratic Confederation of Labor) who
seemed to favor student-worker corntacts, but the CFDT's
intentions were political rather than revolutionary; the
minority union tried to enlist new members, and the po-
pularity of the student movement among the workers made
1t opportune for the minority union to associate with
the student movement. Secondly, the young workers
sought contacts with militants who wanted to work within
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the union by organizing the rank
and file against the offliclals.
Thirdly, the young workers con-
tacted the Citrod¥n Actlion Commit-
tee at Censier, and after the last
week in May they worked increasing-
ly with the action committee. At
the end of May, the young workers
no longer felt either sure of
themselves or supported by their
comrades within the factory. Po-
lice forces had taken repressive
steps against strikers in other
sectors, and the young workers
felt 1solated and looked for

e gt % TRAVAILLEURS §

In order to respond to this i [RANCAIS IMMIGRES '
need for rank-and-file organiza- y TUUS UN’S 9
tion, the Citroén Committee pro- 8 A TRAVAIL EGAL SALARLECAL
posed a serles of actions. Pea- S A LAVORD UCUALE SALARI UGUALL B
sants were sending food from the Pl A TRABAD IGUAL SALARID IGuAL £
countryside to Sorbonne and Cen- Nl e oo
sler; contacts had been estab- 8 LKAV UCINAK TAKVA ZARADA

lished between peasants, action A lucls | Asglus Jlacy |
committees and workers. The : }
Citrodn Committee informed the
workers about the possibilities
to obtain food and to contact the
peasants directly. The problem
was to find means of transport,
namely at least one Citro#én truck
which would transport workers and
students to the countryside.

This suggestion was favorably
recelved by the workers, and

its organizational potential was
profoundly grasped. But the
workers did not want to take on
themselves the responsibllity of
taking a truck which belonged to
the owners, and so they looked
for union support. The union re-
presentatives sent the workers to e SPOT LT BRUN
the union's central committee at Jﬁm}EVE(DNﬂNUE
Balard. The central committee LAG
was willing to contact the peas-
ants,but only on condition that
the whole action was central-
ized, that it was all directed by
the union's central committee;
these conditlions would have
sabotaged all attempts at rank-
and-file organization.

The second form of actlon (PTeTar T
proposed by the Citrol¥n Committee | Frs|Ty OF MICHIGAN f'_
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was to establish contacts among the workers of different
enterprises. However, such contacts could not take place
inside the factory since the factory had become an im-
pregnable bastion guarded by the union bureaucracy, which
opposed any rank-and-flle contacts among the workers.
Thus the problem was to fight for free expression and for
the possibility of worker exchanges.

The third form of action proposed by the action com-
mittee was to contact the foreign workers at their dor-
mitories. There were two aspects to these contacts: they
were a means to radicalize the struggle by including
foreign comrades in the strike pickets, and the contacts
were a means to do away with the exhausting struggle
of the strikers against strike-breakers, who were gene-
rally foreign workers manipulated by the management of
the factory; the foreign workers were manipulable be-
cause they were generally unpoliticized, uninformed; on
several occasions the management had called them to-
gether to vote to return to work.

The Foreign Workers' Dormitories

The dormitorlies for foreign workers enable the owners
to exploit the workers twice, namely during the day and
again at night. The living quarters are managed by Citro&n
agents who do not let anyone enter, even members of the
workers! familles. For example, a2t the dormitory at
Viliers-le-Bel, thirty miles out of Paris, the workers
live in forty-eight apartments with fourteen people in
each two-or-three-room apartment. The assignment of
workers to apartments is done arbltrarily. Thus Yugo-
slavs are housed together with Spanlish and Portuguese
workers. The workers are rarely able to communicate with
each other. They work in different shifts and in dif-
ferent workshops. The workers pay 150 NF ($30) per month.
From this single dormitory, the factory clears 50,000 NF
($10,000) per month.

Members of the Citro¥n Committee who spoke the lan-
guages of the workers established contacts at the dor-
mitories in order to inform the foreign workers about the
action committees, and to establish connections between
the strikers and foreign workers. The aim of the com-
mittee was to enable the workers to organize themselves
into action committees in order to cope with their spe-
cific problems: transport to the factories, food, the
struggle against the repressive conditions inside the
factory, and contacts with French comrades. French
language courses were organized in several centers af-
ter the workers organized themselves into committees and
found classrooms in nearby student-occuplied universities
or in local culture centers. In the slum and ghetto
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areas, food supplled by peasants and distributed by ac-
tion committees was taken to poor workers and their fa-
milies. On all occasions, the foreilgn workers were in-
formed of the different forms used by the employers to
break the strike by using foreign workers as strike-
breakers. Numerous foreign workers were put in contact
with strikers, and they took an active part in the occu-
pation of the factory.

The aim of all these actions was to enable, and
encourage, rank-and-file organization among the workers.

A small number of workers, isolated in the factory,
posed the problem of defending the factory against all
forms of aggression. The union had given the order to
abandon the factory "in a dignified manner" in case any-
one attacked; this order was explained in terms of the
"relation of forces." The Citroen Action Committee
placed numerous "“pickets" outside the factory, and on one
occasion the "pickets" defended the factory from an at-
tack by strikebreakers and toughs hired by the owners to
chase out the occupying strikers.

The Rank and File Committees

An increasing number of workers went to the Censiler
Center to seek contacts with the action committees, and
the workers transformed the character of the Citro¥#n Com-
mittee and they opened perspectives for organization and
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action by the workers themselves lnslde the factory.
Meetings between the Citro¥n Committee with the Inter-
Enterprise Committee and with workers from the Rhdne
Poulenc chemical plant opened further perspectives.

Rhdne Poulenc workers famlliarized the workers of
other enterprises with the organization of rank-and-file
committees which had taken place very successfully inside
their factory. The echo was immediate. Citro¥n workers
recognized that the rank-and-file organizations, where
the decision-making power over the running of the strike
remained with the workers themselves, was the solution
to the problems they had faced during the strike. How-
ever the period in which the Citroen workers became
familiar with the Rhone Poulenc rank-and-file commit-
tees no longer permitted the launching of such an organ-
1zational project inside Citro¥n, since this was one of
the last factories still on strike, and since the strike
had become a traditional union strike.

The Rhdéne Poulenc workers, who called on comrades
in other plants to follow their example, also pointed
out that real workers' power could not be realized un-
less rank-and-file organization was extended to other
parts of the capitalist world. And during the time when
the Citro¥n workers were learning of the experiences of
the chemicals workers, some members of the Citro¥n Com-
mittee went to Turin to establish contacts with the
Worker-Student League grouped around Fiat, the largest
enterprise in Europe. In Turin, information was ex-
changed on the struggles of the workers in Italy, on
the similarity of the obstacles posed by the unions in
both countries, and on the significance of the action
committees. The organization of rank-and-file commit-
tees and the problem of worker control opened up perspec-
tives for the comrades 1n Turin. As a basls for further
contacts, the two groups established a regular exchange
of information (leaflets, journals and letters), ex-
changes of lists of demands, and direct contacts by work-
ers and students. 1Itallan comrades arrived in Paris from
Milan in order to establish similar contacts with the
Citroén Committee, and some members of the Citroén Com-
mittee itself returned to other countries (such as Eng-
land and the United States) in order to generalize the
international contacts.

The Strike for Material Demands

On Saturday, June 22, after the CGT reached an
agreement with the Citro¥n management, workers in the
Citro¥n Committee who opposed the return to work sought
contact with other organized forces in order to prepare
an action for the following Monday. The workers prepared
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a leaflet which explained that, 1n terms of the union's
material demands, nothing had been received by the work-
ers:

.. While the CGT union considers itself satisfied with
its agreement with the managers, a large majority of
the workers, aware that the crumbs received do not cor-
respond to their five weeks of struggle nor to the
strike which began as a general strike, are ready to
continue this struggle....

On Monday morning, three different leaflets opposed
to the return to work were distributed. The CGT officlals
were not able to find workers willing to distribute theilr
leaflets. The union's forces had passed to the opposi-
tion; union delegates and officials were booed during the
meeting before the vote. Workers expressed themselves
physically to allow speeches by workers opposed to the
return to work. During the meeting, a union representa-
tive who could not speak because of the booing, demanded
to be heard in the name of democracy, and then denounced
the workers who booed him as "those who want to wave the
red flag of the working class higher than the CGT."
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Perspectives

Dissatisfaction with respect to the material de-
mands, and disillusionment with the union, caused the
workers to analyze in depth a problem which had been
touched earlier by the Citro¥n Committee, namely the
problem of whether militant action should take place
inside the union or outside it. A large number of un-
organized workers were trying to concentrate their force
by forging new forms of organization. Once the problem
of the union was solved, the Citroen Committee would be
able to develop and enlarge the perspectives for action
which could be drawn from its experlence.

For the Citro¥n workers, the Cltro¥n Action Committee
is an organ for lialson and information. Within the con-
text of the committee, the workers are able to coordinate
their efforts to organize rank-and-file committees in
the factory's workshops. At the weekly meetings with
another action committee, the Inter-Enterprise Committee,
Citro¥n workers learn that similar organizational efforts
are taking place in other enterprises, and through theilr
contacts abroad they learn about the efforts of automobile
workers in other countries. The workers are aware that
the revolutionary significance of the rank-and-file com-
mittees can only find expression in another period of
crisis. The rank-and-file committees are seen as a basis
for the massive occupation of the factorlies, accompanied
by an awareness on the part of the workers that they are
the only legitimate power inside the plants (namely that
no speclial group can speak or negotiate for the mass of
the workers). The massive occupation, accompanied by the
workers'! conscliousness of their power as a class, 1s the
condition for the workers to begin appropriating, namely
using, the instruments of production as an overt mani-
festation of their power. The act of overt appropriation
of the means of production by the workers will have to be
accompanied by organized armed defense of the factories,
since the capitalist class will try to regain the fac-
tories with its police and with what remains of its army.
At this point, in order to abolish the capitalist system
and to avold being crushed by foreign armies, the workers
will have to extend their struggle to the principal cen-
ters of the world capitalist system. Only at that point
would complete worker control over the material conditions
of 1life be a reality, and at that point the buillding of a
soclety without commodities, without exchange and without
classes could begin.

by Members of the Citro#n Action Committee
(Roger Gregoire and Fredy Perlman)
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PARIS, July, 1968
KALAMAZOO (Michigan), August, 1968

Liberated Censier:

A Revolutionary Base

Introduction

The revolutionary movement which showed its head in
France in May and June, 1968, has been maligned and mis-
understood by the capitalist press, the Communist Party
press, and the presses of "revolutionary" grouplets.

According to the liberal capitalist press, the stu-
dent revolt and general strike can be understood in terms
of the "peculiar characteristics" of Gaullist France. Ac-
cording to the Communist Party press, the university oc-
cupations and the general strike represent a reform move-
ment, with students fighting for a "modern university" and
workers for the satisfaction of material demands, both
groups being disruvted by a "handful of madmen and adven-
turers." According to some "revolutionary! grouplets,
the movement in France i1s either an example of the effi-
cacy of "revolutionary vanguards" and '"leaders," or else
it 1s an example of the lack of vanguards and leaders.
There is also an eclectic version: the "rise" of the move-
ment illustrates the efficacy of the revolutionary van-
guards, and its "decline" i]lusfrates what hapvens to a
mnovement which has no vanguard.

1

According to one version, the Revolutionary Com-
munist Youth (J.C.R.) played the "central leadership
role" (The Militant, July 5, 1968). According to another,
students played the leadership role (The Militant, June 21,
1968,. According to a third version, "the action commit-
tees played a vancuard role of central importance" (Egg
Militant, June 28, 1968). Yet according to slightly dif-
ferent "vanguard revolutionaries" the movement "failed"
because it had no vanguard; they conclude in a headline:
"Vital Link of Revolutionary Party Still Needed" and they
point out in the article that "the general strike has
confirmed the perspective that this paper has put forward
over recent years" (Socialist Worker-~London--July, 1968).
The same conclusion was drawn in the Guardian, June 1,
1968.
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These "explanations" do not exnlain
why anything happened in France in Mav,
1968. Student revolts and factorv occupa-
enragés tions are not among the "characteristics"

of French society, nor did "peculisr" con-

d ditions for such behavior appear in France
e precisely in May, 1968. The '"normal" be-
havior of students and workers in capital-

tous i1st society, the desire of students for
more privileges and of workers for more
I goods, does not explain why students and
es workers ceased acting '"nmormally! and start-

ed struggling to destroy the system of
pavs privilege.

- The explosion of May-June 1968 is a
“nlssez- sudden break wilith the regularities of
French society, and it cannct be explained
vous in terms of those regularities. The social
conditions, the consclousness of students
and workers, the strategies of "revolution-
ary"sects, had all existed before May, 1968,
and had not given rise to 2 student revolt,
a general strike, or a mass movement de-
termined to destroy caritalism. Something new appeared in
May, an element which was not regular but uniocue, 2n ele-
ment which transformed the "normal" consciousness of stu-
dents and workers, an element which represented a radical
break with what was known before May, 1968.

The new element, the spark which set off the explo-
sion, was "a handful of madmen!" who did not consider them-
selves either a revolutionary party or a vanguard. The
story of the student movement which began in Nanterre
with a demonstrftion to end the war in Vietnam has been
told elsewhere. The actlions of this student movement were
"exemplary actions'; they set off a process of continuous
escalatlion, each step involving a larger sector of the
population.

One of the steps in this process of escalation was
the occupation of Censlier, annex of the University of
Paris Faculty of Letters (Sorbonne). Not as publicised
as the actions or personalities of the Nanterre student
movement, the activity which developed at Censier during
the last two weeks in May parallels and supplements that

1Notably by the "madmen" themselves in: Mouvement du
22 Mars, Ce n'est gqu'un début, continuons le combat (This
Is Only the Berinning, Let's Continue the Struggle). The
snglish translation of the central parts of this book was

rublished in CAW!, No. 3, Fall, 1268,
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of the March 22 Movement. This essay will try to describe
the steps in the process of escalation as they were ex-
perienced and interpreted by the occupants of Censier.

What happened in Censlier cannot be explained in
terms of French everyday life. The occupants of Censier
suddenly cease to be unconscious, passive objects shaped
by varticular combinatlions of soclal forces; they become
conscious, active subjects who begin to shape theilr own
social activity.

The occupants of Censler aim at the destruction of
capitalist social relations, but they do not define them-
selves as the historical subject who will overthrow ca-
pitalism. Thelir actions, like those of the March 22
Movement, are exemplary actions. Theilr task is to com-
municate the example to a larger subject: the workers.

To make the example overflow from the university to the
working population, the Censler occupants create a new
soclal form: worker-student action committees.

Each action is designed to go beyond itself. The
aim of the occupants of Censier is not to create a self-
governing commune in that bullding, btut to set off the
occupation of factories. The occupation of Censier is a
break with continuity; the occupants! aim is to create
other breaks.

The occupants do not proceed on the basis of what 1is
"normal," but on the basis of what is possible. Radical
breaks with everyday life are not normal, but they are
possible. A movement with the slogan "anything is pos-
sible" proceeds on the basis o