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APPEA

to the ‘Second .Interhmtiohal Congress For Sexval Reform, for the
benefit of an oppressed variety of human:being (Copenhagen 1928)

: :anarﬂﬁle Ir. Presiﬂgnt,idisﬁinﬁu;ﬂhﬁd-m&ﬁhaﬁs of théfC@ﬂgrassi:

© 37 I than: you for giving me the opportunity to bring an expres-
- ‘siont ‘of my thoughts before you, if indirectly. (1) I would have
presented them myself in your midst, if my economic situation hadn't
- prevented undertaking the journey to Copenhager. : eh :

L My task ist to get up on the international Forum which you have
established, in order to call out to'the world: A strange, but fully
- worthy, harmless, guiltleds variety of human being has existed among
a1l peoples and continues to today. e live now as we lived in the
darkest middle-ages: senselessly and horribly persecuted by a large
part-of ‘the people, under the leadership of their lawmakers, govern-
ments, and judges. The thinking world, individuals of all nations
“who are explorers and guides for the intellect, stand up against

this barbarism and demard in the name of humanity: Haltl

" The variety about which I 'spesk is -that minority of humans who
" how their love-inclinations not towards a representative of the -
opposite, but'rather towards & representative of the same sexi -
these are the so-called homosexuals, Urnings, or inverts.

= “They are outlawed because, it is said, their feelings and acts
are "contrary to Nature", -Dut their feelings and acts are rooted
in their predisposition, which is a component of the character that
‘was assigned to them by Nature, If the histories of all primitive

" and all civilised peoples indicate the existence of such a minority
in a1l ages, then this fact means that we have to-get down and try
to understand this nature as perfectly natural, A phenomenon of
Nature,aboub which the majority is unccmprehending or uneasy, does
not ‘cease on this account to be. 2 phenomenon of Nature. . :

; Homosexual love is not a mockery of Nature, but rather a play s
of Nature, /And anyone who alleges to the contrary that, "love kit o)
. should serve the preservation of the species, that homosexual ‘or:
heterosexual enérgy is misspent on ends other than propagation”, :

" he doesnt consider in what superabundance millionfold ‘and billion-

fold Nature in all her riches wastes semen. ' As Nietzsche expressed

it in Mbrgenrote", "Procreation'is @ frequently occurring accidental

result of one way of satisfying the sestual impulses", it is pot the

. goal of it Tot the necessary result of it", The theory according
. to which propagation is the goal of sexuality, is directly unmasked

as hasty, simplistic and falsé through the phencmenon of homosexual

love,  ‘The laws of labture, in contrast to the - laws:of Reasong  ©:@0

generally do not permit themselves to be' transgressed.. The assertion

that a definite pheromenon in Wature could be "contrary to Nature™

is either complete nonsense, which it is, or nothing.: Vevertheless,



_this nonsensical assertion has been dragging itself along for many
hundreds of yeafs through litérature and legislation, and even -
very famous enlighténers have come out with this nonsense,

Even in recent Limes, a worldﬁknﬂwn spokesman oOf the European
left, T'znti Darbusse, exhibited his wisdom and brain power most
unfavorsbly as he (in the Paris Journal, "Les Marges" of 15 Harch
1926) 'answered, in response to a circular inquiry on homosexualitys:
Uthis diversion of a natural instinct is, like.all other perversions,

a sign of the deep sccial and ethical deécay of & certa;n gector of sy

prasent society. AL all times the signs of decay have shown ip in
over-refinement and anomalies In the life-aspects of sensuality,
- gensibility; and emotion', Oné must retort to Ir. Darbusse that this

alleged "ovgr-réfinement, about which he speaks,’ uncritically - SR

par*otlng a popular misconception, has at all times shown up. just
as much in times of the ascent of a race as in times of decline,
For example,’ Greece, in its youth and its prime, allowed the love
hetween man. and boy without trying to imagine it awayi’ The same
was true in thée beili’ant time of Islamic culture, and in the Epcﬂh

of Michelangelos "

" This "Marxist" is being ridiculous when he ties iu the homo=

sexuality of the! present‘w1th the dlass struggle, so as: to point::
to it as a sign oft the Yethical deﬂay of "a certain sector'; namely
the bourgeois sectorj of society. 'fs though homosexual ‘love: among .
3pr012uar1an5 of all types; among workers, peasants, employees, :
little people in all occupational brenches, oould not be found
in the same'mensure.as’among the ownérs! The experiehce of sexolw
ogists and psychotherapists teaches’ the contirary, lNature; when
whe c¢reates her: wonderful variety emong humans, doesn!t stop before
social classesi’ It 13 true that the proletdriat as s rule has less
“time and means than the owning class to devobte to the joys of séxual
pleasure, even toithe sublimated: -forms of eroticism; =nd” this is,
among many groundsy-a-ground which -should lead the struggler for
human happiness towards socizlismiy., or ought to lead, -But-this is.
just as true for the broad masg of proletarians ‘gonsidered hetero=
sexual as ;Gr th91r hnmnsexual mlnority,

' Dne hears ﬂpenly al'thﬂ homoﬁexuality of the mﬂdest 11t 1le
people much less’ often than of that:ipn the luxury circle-of the:
big bourgzoisie,:hﬁt'it would ‘be extremely superficial to derive -
oni this basis:that it is’ some kind of monopoly of the -bourgeoisie.
One must res 113@, rather; that - the outlawing of homosexual eros
hits the homosexual prolebarian even harder thanh the-homosexual
capitalist: because the capitalist, as a result of all the. Dpporu
tunities and, a1ds at hlS dlsposal, canxeﬁcape mnre easily.

In Eny case, tha hcmﬂsexually predlsnosed uﬂ?ker carl offer
1ittle thanks to lir;Parbusse, when he writes about the alleged:
Meatisfaction" with:which some authors place their 'delicate
~ talent! in the service of:the homosekual question, "while our old

world convulses into fearful ‘economic &nd:social crises'. -



. With the gttermost venom, lir, Barbusse gives "na respect to this
- decadentintellectual phalanx’ and is able "to raise only the
contempt ‘which the healthy and young popular force feels towards
"the reprssan+au1ves of tbms morbid and art1f:¢ia1 doctring!.

" The "feagful EﬂDﬂDmlG and soc1a1 GDIEGS", lﬂtﬁ Whlﬂh the ;
world "comulses™, eviden»ly hinder Mr, Barbusse from letting go
of ‘& preéjudice which he shares with the most backuard people-of all
natidns., The Emperor Napoleon and 1tiis Chancellor Cambaceres, when they
' gave ‘freedom for horiosexual acts in their penal code, were more:
revolubionary four generations ago than this revolutionary of today.
Darbusse sings the same moral tune on this matter, about which he
urderstands nothing, as the most reactionary German Directors of
the Minisbry, when their "themz" is. to tignten bills on matters,
ahout which they likewise understand nothing. - "Contempt", "healthy
popular force", and "morbid. doctrine" - weive already heard frum
the Gcnaerv:t ve clerical Juristd out ci ”11h31m's t1mz. -

Ji th15 momznt, when Soviet :uﬂﬂzﬂ has removed hﬂmmsexual acts
(as such) from being subject to penalty” (2)3 when fascism is on the
rise, appeering in Italy for the first time in generations; when
in Germany and several obther ‘lands Reaction and Progress are.
violentiy contending zround the homosexual problem; here comes.
Comiade Darbusse, member of tha Thirnd, Internationai, Unhurdenad
with any special knowledge, he dellvers a mucky, agitational tirade
against =n alrgady sufficiently agitated against species of human
he¢hg, He unscrusulously attacks from the rear the fighters for--

2 good, if by its neture unpopulary ckuse for freedom, I'm. sorr:r
thnt I find it necessnry'to speak’ such grodd truth to a master
whoss poztical and F;JltlﬂaluphllﬂﬁﬂphiCEl work I value so muchj
but the higher someone stands, who disseminates conservative and
false theoriesg, the more SHarply must We Tebut him: for the more:
dangernus tﬁﬁv ra, . :

3 It s not tfue that. homﬂsexuallty is a “chay symptom or
scmzthzng sick, -lMer of blossoming physacal health, of undoubted-

psychic intectness, and of dreat intellectual strength have-been ="

bearers of this nr¢d1sp051t10q =~ just zs often as the weak, unstable,

and inferior have been its bearers. There are homosexuals Q£ little

worth, average worth, and of great worth - exactly as ‘there are - '

heteroaeyua]s of litble worth, average worth, and of great warth;

To belong; not to'the rule, bo the "rorm, bun rathér. to the excep-

tion,. to the minority, to a verlety3 is nslthﬂr a degenerative nor

a pELthOﬂlGFI SympLe, Ilso having red hair is. 151nhnr decaﬂent

nor sick. If it is true that the percentages of the nsychically.

weald, the eccentric, the unbalanced,. the hypersensitive and the

overly exzitable a“e higher among hOME32TUEIS than thzy are among,:

persons inclined : in thz usual d;rﬂctlmn then one must place the:

blamz not on the disposition,. but rathﬂr on the plight of these

peoplé. © Onz who livas coﬂstuﬂuly under the weight of- cmnceptions

anﬂ laws that stamp his particilas bent as inferior, must be of an



s

umisually robust nature to retain ‘his' full. worth in eVBry respecti
I1f the fEarful WElght of contempt and persecution which presses on
them were to be removed from homosexuals; so in the same degree
would any nervous disorders vanish. And the creative worth of their
“beings, espécially the pedagogiczl worth, of vhich Plato wrote, -
would be attained,. The peed is for hcmnsexuals to build in the

- general socinl culture, to assign a place for homosexuality in
society; out of which they can be productive, Indeed, they have
theis own fertility,  Greece, above all Sparta, knew about this -
and understood from this knowledga how to draw the pra¢t1ca1
cmﬂclusloﬂs. ' : :

But before one can aqsign hcmﬂsexualzty this positive and
sublime role in the state, which respords to the particular hent
and at. the same time serves the state, -it is F1ﬁ5t necessary o
complete the negative, libertarian and humanitarian actions, which
relate to the grossest matters: that the puhllc out lawry, under
vhich this varlety suffers, be abolished in all lands. lMost
certainly it is not only = mebter of Lha penal code, but the penal
code must he dealt w:l.t'h f:l.z‘stﬂ. ; : L

England (one rememhers the tragedy of Oscar Jllde} the
United States togathzr with lrgentina and Chile, Germany and
fustria, several Scandinavian, East- and Dalkanlands, and also
the German Canbon of Switzerland still punish homosexual acts
which have been undertaken between completely dompetent adults
with an understanding of free mutual consent (only the homosexual
yomen are most prlvf%eqed) (3), Indeed, these countries threaten
the prospect of long-term jail uenalties. The German pehal code of
1925 provides penalties as great as ten yers in the penitentiary.

It Is nDt soclety in theﬁe lands which profits therehy, but
rather the tribe of blackmailers, Thousands of valuable existences
are shattered, France -- despite Iir, Barbusse —— and with France
the great majority of the Latin countries no longer know the punish=
ment; also the Islamic lands, also China and Japan do not know itj.
also Soviet Russia, as aglready mentioned, has done away with it.
{true in 1ﬂ28 but not for long. R. “4}-

Tt is clear that’ snclally harmful conduct in the sphere of
. homosexual love should remain punishable to the same degree as .
~ gsoclally harmful conduct im the sphera of heterosexual love; that
the free sexual self—determinat10ﬂ of adults and the inexperience
of sexuaily 1mmature youth should be protected thruuﬂh criminal S
codes, that also the misuse of economic or official dependence for
lascivious erds must he furhzdden@ as well as causing offense in.
public streets and places w- with complete parity between heterc-
sexual and homosexual acts.  finyone lies who asserts that the 11ber-
ation of homoserxuzls would be a Carte Dlanche for unrestrained and
dangerous ‘debpuchery, or that responding to the ‘interests of the =
abnernals wﬂuld neglec* the interests of society. .



The 1nterests of sccxety stand fomﬂmns but I question whether

the interests of society demand that hum&nxhaangs, merely because
their taste in love differs from that of the ma;ority; and through
whose acts no one is harmed, should be thrown in prison, dishonored,
_and destroyed sccially. I question whether the interest of society
is served when a law with heavy.penalties forces a minority of its
members to a lifetime of sexunl abstinence or masturbation (they
put life~term convicts in this situation) =- 2 minority, mark well,
whlch, in case it follows its own nature, causes not the slightest
harm, That boy-rape and homosesxal sex-murder should-be. prﬁtegted,
is defin1tely not the point of this speech! . : !

Prudishness, in cnnnect1on w1th d:stortions, contraﬂictary
- notions about what forms homosexual love-making takes,. prevents
" a general public discussion sbout the problem ~«~ egpecially in the
lands most concerned. And even more than prudishness: the dullness,
the personal lack of interest in the masses and among intellectuals:
One mist haie a sense of justice and nobility in rich-measure to
take on the injustice of 2 persecuted minority to which one does
not belong. ' But fortunately, there is still a significant number
of human beings who are dis tingu1shed through such fairness, These
people comprehend that an age, -in which concern for the national
minorities is so extraordinarily keen and active, must pull together:
__to protect a minority which, to be sure, has no nat1cnal1tg, but '
which can be-found in all countries, and which Is so worthy of pro-
tection, as there 1s no country in the world in which they are the
“majority ‘and with which they, like the national minerities, could
identify, The international minority rights, slowly taking ‘shapé;
~ should take under protection not only the national;-the racial, and
“Ehié ‘religious, but also the psycho-biclogical, the sexual. m1nqritmes,
so far as they are harmless3-and-.if the Second International Congress
for Sexual Reform would speak out for thesé idea33 this would be
& courageous action for ethical reason. T

by Kurt Hiller - ...

i .?f-translated from the German by
Faso Thg ?Bd Eutterfly .

froms Ratlcaktiv by Kurt Hiller
Wiesbaden: Lanmryﬁerlag, 1966,
“PRe T2 =TT,

Lo EQU.I’.I‘ICE.I'EE
L Thﬁ speech Was read hy ‘the. Pr951denb of the Cnngress, Lagnus
_leschfeldu e 5>

2.  The old Tsar1st anti-homosexual laws were struch fo the
books by Lenin in 1917. waaver coinciding with the general
retrograd¢ course of Soviet polltlcs, the laws were put back
in affent in 193 by Stalin!



3.  We can accept this as true only within the parrow, if acute,
area of penal law. Female homosexuals, of course, are oppressed
‘also as women.

{In later foﬂtnotes (1966) to the 1928 speech, included in
EEFiPﬂFtlxb Mr, Hiller adds a number of ‘interesting cbservations
on subsequent develmpments, including theSoviet experience, Of

special interest are his comments on Israel, Islamic lands, as
pnlnted out in the speech, do'not penalise homosexual acts. During
the Mandate period, orthodex Jews forced 'in anti-homosexual legis-
lation, and these laws are still on‘'ihe Looks in Israel today.
- Liberals and socialists in-the Israel government recently attempted
to change these laws, bub their effdrts were Mwrecked" by the
Wstubbornness of the orthodox oxen who umortunately ruled with them",
(o, Hlller s words are in quates.} & :

Mr. Hiller- connluaes his cnmmﬁnts on Israells ant:-hnmosexual
‘policies: "That representatives of-&an ethnie minority that has been
horribly persecuted should themselves pergecute an equally harmless
and guiltless b;nlqg¢cal ‘minority —=cwhat sentiment could arlse in
a thlnklng person other than baundless dﬂntemptl"} g5 a"a T

3 4 . "
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The woodcut used for the frent cover is frnm the nvvel in Hﬂﬂdcuts,
God!s ‘Man, by Lynd Ward, . Clis

E};ﬁ?@iﬂlﬁﬁ

~ We think Hurt Hiller's speedh'of 1928 stands up amazingly well
today, L2 years after it was delivered, The basic issues -— the
naturalness of homosexuality, the senselessness of its persecution, -
the ethical end creative perspective =- are fully grasped and R
profoundly expressed. . In additicn, we feel its historical interest
Justifies making it avallahle in English to the Gay Liberation
mnvement _ _

We have a few mi nor d1fferenﬂes in 1nterpreta ion with the

..1928 speech. For one, we accept the concept, developed by Hinsey and

- his assaﬂlates, “that human sexual behavior falls on a continuum
‘between thosé who exhibit exclusively heterosexual, and those who

exhibit exclusively homosexual behavior. — Host so-called "homosexuals™

are’' not exclusively or even predominantly homosexual, in terms of
life-time sexual behavior, Ewven using the terms "homosexual and
‘Yheterosexual” as labels for people is misleading, as it forces

people into mubually exclusive céﬁf@ﬂries which are really onky
appropr1ate to describe acts.



- ‘l-"‘

We also take friendly-exception;to Mr, Hiller's notion that

the hemosexual Mpredispesition!. results. from a biological-different-
ness, We regerd homosexual belavior as gomething which;”in-a free
and humane sociebty, would be natural and noriial for everyone. w-

- as would e heterosexuial behavior,.. .

. Ve agree with the summiry of current anthrbpﬁlr:@icia"l.' opinion

-.given by Cleliand S. Ford and Frank /.Beach in their Patterns Of

Sexual Behaviors: s

Mo and women who zre totally lacking in’anyfconsdidus :homo-
sexual leanings are as much a product of c¢ultural conditioning-as
are the exclusive homosexuals who find heterosexuzl relations distaste-
ful and unsatisfying. Eoth extremes represent movement away from
the original, jintermediate condition which includes the capacity
for both forms-of sexual expression.. In a restrictive sooiety
such as our own a large proportion of the population learns not to
respond to-or -even. to recognize homosexual stimuli and may even-

tually become in fact anabhle to do“soi- At the same time a certain

‘+ minority. group, also through the process of learning, becores

highly if not exeiugively semsitive to.the erotic attractions of a
1ilkte.sexed partner. ...human homosexuality is not basically a product
of hormonal imbalance or "perverted" hereditys It is the product

of the fundamental mammalian heritage of general sexual responsive-

_ ness as modified under the impact of experience."

~Finally, we feal that €axual freedom for adolescents is of prime

. I'irrlpar'iiaﬁdé. We feel adolescents should have the right to give
7= gesual consent, and.that the only valid ebhical concern here is

for mitual i‘reedom"cii""sel'f-'-_d-gtemi_rgatiom

At this moment in the struggle for Gay Liberation (the move-
ment by this name being just over:-a jyear 0ld) we are encountering
some Of the same ideological obstacleg as did the movement (by other
names) in the 192073, Ue sometimes have ah tincanny feeling that

© history-is literally repeating itself. What Marx called Uhe old
‘shit" is still schlepping along. * There are.still Henri Barbusses

around —— porby hacks, uhooall thewselves Mnorxists!, ‘who- spealt
of homosexuality as the "fascist perversion", who expound imbecile
theories mbout how "homosexuality will not exist after the revol-

-ution" or how it s a V"symptom of capitalist decadence',

Kurt Hiller's rebubfal-to the’false radicals, epitomised by

'Henri Darbusse, remalns valld, Ih-addition to.this, the advance in

medern sosiology and anthropology, most. notably the. Kifisey studies
just mentioned, now permit’usito say unequivocally that homosexual
acts are completely natural, as natural as any form of sexual activity.

e regard larxism as "scientific sccialisa', the scientific
philosophy and method for inférpreting ‘history.. Indeed, The Red
Butterfly is mede up of gay Marxists. BEowever, we must emphasiss
for the henefir of our old-, new=, and pseudo-left comrades who
have not yet grasped Gay Liberation: the selentific mind is scientific



::.abcut everyth:ngl You simply do not- adopt 8 scient1f1¢ apprnadh to _

economics; -and- then scrounge around for saxualfattitudes in the

" trash hesp of Juﬁeﬂ-ﬂhristlan mythnlogym

 The essence of Gay Liberatinn, as disl.mgmshed from the

i f“hcmnphalés“ or other gay tendencies, ‘is the realisation that gay

oppression is not.an accident, but is systematically related to the
oppresaion and exploitation of other peoples, Consequently, true

:'°Gay Liberationists support all struggles for lxheratinn and invite

5 the participaninn of 511 in ourse . . B
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Pamphlets are 25¢ including postage.

The Red Eﬁ.ltte:rﬂy is an association oi‘ ga;,r men ami women who' as

‘revolutionary 5ocialist5 see their 1iberation an:ad to the: class
-stmggle. ) :
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" ‘ﬂddltianal copizs of this pamphlet are avmlahle._ TIe are engagcaﬁ in

U s stud;l,r and writing prajects to &welﬂp a comprehensive radical analysis
> of Gay Liberation. On-going projects include critiques of religion,

the family, and Women's: Liberation, . For aﬂd1ti0na’l materials,

or a4 speakar for ycur grcmp or s::hml wr"ite Uset S N

“ i, The Red Eutterfl}r -
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