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Not Settled Yet. | ]

. -However, the battle is ended, ‘

Though proudly the victor comes

With fluttering flags and prancing nagu .
And echoing rolling drums.

-8tjll Truth proclaims this motto
In letters of living light—

No question is ever settled
Dnless it is settled right.

Though the heel of the  strong oppressor
May grind the weak in the dust,

And the voices of fame, with one ncclnim,
May call him great and just,

Let those who applaud take warning,
And keep the motto in sight—

No question is.ever settled
Until it is settled right.

Let those who have failed take courage,
Thongh the enemy seems to.have wou,

Tho’ his ranks aré strong, it he be in the wrong
The battle is not yet done. '

For, sure as the morning follows,

- The darkest hour of the night,

No question is ever settled s

Until it is settled right.

O man bowéd down with labor!
% O woman youpg, yet old,
O heart oppressed in the toiler’s breast
And crushed hy the power of gold!
Keep on with your weary battle
Against triumphant might;
No quostion is ever settled
* Until it is settled rlght
—ELLa WHEELER Wircox.

Free Communism,
MY PERSONAL VIEWS OF THE PRINCIPLE.
By WiLLIAM HeLMEs,
‘Goncluded.
THis grent truth of ecomonic science—viz. that
- the productive capacity of society is far superior to
its consumptive capacity—is; gipange to say, denied
<’ by some of our Free Commercialist friends.- Itis
insisted that there would be no limit-to consump-
tion under freedom; but the fact is overlooked or
ignored that héwever true this might be under a
system of free consumption—or in other words of
“Free Commnnism—it could not beftrae under a gys- |
* tem of commercialism where consumption would be
limited by the consumer’s ability to. purehase. But
in spite of ‘the denial, the truth remains a truth
stlll And it is easy to show that even under exist-
ing conditions this is so. Tike, for instance, the
- manufacture of pins and lead penc\ls A few fac-
.tories in tiie Eqstern States turn out all the pins
used in the natmn Will anyone say that the pro-
—duction of plnu is limited? Only-by the demund
And there will be no greater. demand because every
one,(po matter how -poor he may be, has pios in
plenty and t«p lpsre. The cost.ef manifacturing.
pins has been rodueéd to such an éxtent that even

‘position should becomex)parent to them.

after pnylng a 'proht to the mnnuﬂncturer tothe
numerous dealers and hnndlera. and exmrtnonnm
freight rates to public carriers, the price to the con\
sumer i8 so #mall that they are poor mdcgd who
cannot afford to have'an abundanee.

So only in a little less degree with lead pencnlu
Afew manufacturers supply’ the civilized world,
and as:people have what théy require, the demand
is limited. Only by using them as firewood, or in
some-other similarly extravagant manner could the
consumption of lead pencil sbe materially increased
while the capacity for producing them is practically
unlimited. /

But it is unnecessay; arnd would be a mere waste
of tince and space to present further arguments or
illustrations in support of an econumic fact’#o obvi-
ously plain to every unbiased mind. If there'is .
such a tendency under-present conditions for pro--
duction to outrun consumption, we may be sure
that it would not be less if both production and
consumption were freed from the blasting influence

rof monopoly. AWhy should there be any limit to

production as long as a single human want
remained unsatisfidd? Tens of thousands of people
now. epgaged in harmful and useless eccupations -
wouldpt?écome actual wea! Ithoreators. Even with
our present compnra_twely crude methods the hours
.of labor would be reduced tu.an enormous extent.
Only one of two things conld hdppen; either pro-
duction would be brought to a standstill by some
articfiial process, as limiting the hours of labor, or
by unnatural restriction as the maintenance of they
private property system and-its necessary apenda-
ges, price and value. But it ia safe to say that as .
long as our material wants remained unsatisfied
there would be nio articifial limit to labor time, and
as it has been quite clearly shown that the con-
stant tendency would be to cheapen preduction and-
therefore to reduce price and value, we may infer
that a time would certainly come when both would
disappear altogether. And as the function of com-
petition is simply to enhance production and reduce
price, which is according to the theory of the Free
Commercialists themselves when the former has

 reached such a stage-that grand pianos become so
1{ plentiful and cheap that every hmlly desiring one

can have one, and prics has pmucnllydlsappeared
what negessity will there then be for further com-
petition?

There will be none, and the mode of holding pro-

“perty will become one of simple-utility.~The-neces- | the ine inevitable

sity for private property will disappear, and with it
will disappear the<desire. I contend that the desire
to own private property arises mainly fram the fear
of want; from the fear that there will not be enough
of the world’s goods to- give-every one a sufficiency.
Our Free Commercialist friends are horriefid at the
idea of one person enjoying as much as another, ~
hence their antipathy to Communmm But if they
williop to think, the unreasonableness of their.

Let me
put.the matter in the forip of a'simple illustration:
here is a table liden with food; every needfnl article

| & Commerciulist who grumbles and sulks over his..' .

-{ who is not as good a worker as he, shares equally

.| individual enterpris

dance to replenish- empty dishes, with évery !ucilizy S
at hand to procure more for Inl.ura occasions, The
guests nssemble; the feast is free. But stay! here'is

dinner because his next neighbor, Communist,

with him in the.delicacies of the table! How absurd!
As if one would grumble, provided he has enough
for himeself, that his neighbor should have enough
aleo. And yet this is the base.of the imagined Vi
desite for private property, and there can be no e
other. Isay imagined desire for private property, -
for I hold that with the disappearance of want and
the fear of want the desire for property would dis-
appear also. - If a.-wheelbarrow represputed lesa
value than ten minutes of my labor time;- if- there..
were millfdrs of wheelbarrows in existence and my:
opportunity to labor were unrestricted, would I - ‘
have any anxiety to claim a wheelblrrow s my pri- |
vate property? I-think not.’ Andin'a community .
where every f-n-uly who had use fora whmlhmw
could have one, how long would lt ba before pﬂuh %
ownership of that partionlar article. would boloat
sight of?  Even under the pruenﬁ ‘system’we find .
there iz'a tamlnnuy for cortain articles to bqooma ey
comiinized, as in some of the Bwiss cantons, =~ =
where private ownership of agricultural implements | +
has been lost sight of-and forgotten in the changes
that bave taken place among the people. '

In free society property would cease to have any
value aside from use. In a literal sense many -
things would cease to have an owner; they would
‘be at the free service of anyone who might choose
to use them. For some time a‘mode of depositing
and exchanging products similar to that adopted
by the Labor Exchange would probably prevail;
but the tendency would ever be to simplify all funo-
tions; co-opernhon, both in production and distri-
bution would merge into closer and closer fellow-
ship, Communism in one kind of product would be
followed by Communism in another, and finally. -
Free, universal Communism would come to bless
the world with peace, plenty and happiness,

Free Comfuercinlists may say they do not want
Communism; will nat have iv. Very well, how are
they going to esoape it? How preyent it? And
why will they insist upon private pmpurl.y and
—To restrict productiont -
Unquestionably, since there eould be no other rea-
son for maintaining them. At least that wouldbe =~
q of insi upon; théir -
program. . Doman'd‘li‘l-htwnid.hg@mld he
limited by the purchasing power cf thie people.” ]
Restrict the purchasing power ever so littls,and =
production would be correspondingly resiricted.

| To maintain private property, with competition '

and the wage symurwoulingdanbledly restrict
or limit the purchasing power of the people. Peo-— —
ple could have what they could buy and pay for;
nothing more, if we except what they would hnve ;
given them and what they could steal. Now,isita
good thing to place any restrictions upon predustion '

shoft of the full satisfaction of the peopldy needs?

is supplied in profusion, and there is still an abun-

Whnwmhuuthahrdlhmﬁhmmryn.mdn



m ‘mﬁdanﬂy un:thhh]iet in frae-

Free Oommuciﬂhm ih a middle class,’a seml-
nd‘io:l movement; a mavement to asist’ the property
owning class, and must d d for its achie
upon a slow process of aducauon and repeal of exist-

ing laws. Nearly all Free Commercialists are e.ther )

non-resistarits or believers in passive resistance. "1t
~ - would probﬁb!y take hundreds of years to achieve
.- equal liberty by-the means they employ. 'I‘hoy have
. 'been agitating and working for years to abolish the
. tax on money, and it is absolutely tigcessary to have

- |and put into operation. The eapacity for produetlon

e —
t duction and distribution would ‘be speedily 1

being practically without limit, production itself
would 6nly be checked after the wants of every indi-
vidual would be supplied. Free consumption would
then become a necessity. Prices would fall'lower -
and lO!el’, and ﬂnally practically disappear. Value,
except in a few rare articles, would foliow suit,

What necessity then would there be for a contin-
‘efice of those commercial features which at present £
consume 80 much time and labor? Npne whatever.
Tlley would rapxd.ly falt into disuse, and, obeying a

'thntmx* hed before mut: can be
succegsfully inaugurated. How much nearer success
. are they now than when they began? IIow many
people in the world have they won over to their
* views? - How long do they believe it will take them
to accomplish their end? These are pertinent ques-
tions in the solution of a question fraught with such
. deep consequences.
~Free Communism, on the other hand, is a thor-
'uughly radical move_menp a movement to aid the
propertyless class, It is essentially a working peo-
ples t. Free © ists are not-s9 much’
concerned about the dlﬂiculty of small capl alists
securing credit at a low cost as they are about the
isaay - difficulty of the laborer securing the full reward of
B his labor. Again, Free Communism is a revolution-
‘ary movement, including all that term implies, and
all or nearly all Free Communists are revolutionists.
They favor all that makes for revolution. Théy are
; close studeuts of history, of economic develppempnt
= ‘—and-change. “They recoguize the fact that hlkh)ry
: shows that every concession favorable to labor has
been wrung from the governing class by rgvolt and
by demands backed by force. They also realize that
not only-deeaying political, social and economic
institutions are great factors in progress, but that
inventive génius, the developement of steam, elec-
tricity, hydraulies, of all mechanical contrivances
and discoveries of new forces tending to annihilate
W distance and to save human labor also play an
s important part in the destruction of the old and the
s up-building of the new:eivilization. For my own
part I hate violence: war and bloodshed. ' I am a
man of peace. I would rejoice to see & peaceful
revolution. Rut I know that is in the very nature
of things impossible, and T await the menacing
storm with the calmness br ed of that knowledge.
Free Communists being. revolutionists do all they
can te cause.a faster revolt. They sow seeds, of dls-
content. They urge to.rebellion. They show the
f . . . necessity of a radical change in human relations.
o And they preach to the disinherited; to the property-
- less class. .To the class which-has nothing to lose
. and everything to gain by revolytion. That they
have not agitated in vain is amply shown by the
tens of thousands of con verts in Europe and Amer-
ica. Adherents to this doctrine are increasing every
day. Mr, Fulton is mistaken when he assumnes that
1io one cares for Free Communism. Before long
they will be strong enough to make a bold stroke for
liberty. Events of a less radical nature will favor
their attempt, and they will snﬁ'coed Long, long
e before the slow procewot winning a majority by
edueation and repealing laws would bring Anarchy,
“it will be made possible by revolt and by the quick-
ening process o! rovolut.ionnry déeds; for events
educate.
_* The revolution once Meompllshed and a taste of
- real freedom enjoyed by the survivors, is it reason
* abla to-suppose that the great proletarian class will

imp to satisfy their desires with the
least. posalble exdrtmn people would drift easily and
naturally ihto Communism—-Not a ferm of Commu-
nism which would submgate the individual fo the
will of & majority.ora despot, byt that which would
le,a.ve the individual absolutely free; free to do what-
soever he L.Sd at his own cost.
h

“This is what T-mean by Free Communjisvm.‘- In the

-| contemplation of such a grand scheme as this, ques-

tions of adminstrative detail cut no figure. Nor

.| can they. - As a writer on Socialism truly said, we—_

are not arclifects; we are naturalists. Free Com- )
munists cannot. tell what the length or breadth of
back yards wilt be, or whethens they will need back,
yards. They do not venture upon the assection that
each member. of a group will own a private cat, or
u:at. there will be a common. tooth-brush. Such a

‘question as *“Who will do the disagreeable work?"

asked by friend Fulton is positively puerile, while -
Cohn’s query as to whit they would do with murder-
ers is only less so in degree. It is presumed that a
community of people having sufficient intelligence
to achieve liberty would be able to carry out admini-
strative details in such a way as to preserve it. We
posit certain principles and draw therefrom certain
cenclusions; nothing more. It has yet to be proved
that we are mistaken; ror is the evidence against us
sufficiently strong to make out a prima facie case.
We leave details to the exigencies which call them
forth. Convinced of the soundness of our position,
firm in our conviction of truth, we await the out-"

Come with calmfiess. @

But a few words more of explanation. The above
is not a com plet.a article. I-have not covered or
attem to cover all the points. I have not given
all thé arguments which suggested themsélves to
me. Possibly there m some ‘which I have not yet
learned. Other wrlbers will perhaps supply.the
deficiencies. Moreover, the composition may be
faulty, and the style deserving of criticism from a
literary point of view. I have attempted to put
down my ideas in very plain, easily understood lan-
guage, and perhaps in my desire to make myself
thoroughly understood I have been guilty of fre-
quent repetitions. My main point is, however,
gained, which is an elucidation of my own ideas of
Anarchist or Free Communism.

Sex Ethics. g

UxpEr the above heading, some time ago, I wrote an
article in which I asked some questions that I consid-
ered pertinent to the subject. I advocated nothing
bat the right of every one to act in accordance with
their best judgement,but so completely at variance
-with accepted theories did the.ideas advanced prove to
‘be that some of the readers who were constantly talk-—
ing politics forewent that kind of contention for a fow
days to discuss those ideas. As may besuspacted- =
much of the criticism was adverse.

I will try to answer the most pronounced of the

tarily submit to a.goy t of C ial
ipm? I think not. For my part I do not believe that
the human animal is naturally a commercial being
any more than that he is a cannibal. Commerce,
\-\!tth all its accompanims nts of bnnkxng, accounting,

: oto.. is lnmity of the present capitalistic system.

- With the Qeumonomunt of king capital and the result-
. ing immense i of production, the ity
- for money and accounts would cease, and our pres-
ent oommetcml ‘system would be’ supperseded by a
limplb process of equitabfe exchange. -

Mutual selection and adaptation under Ireedom
‘would result in the formation of groups. The inher-
‘ent xight of each individual to seceds would be
. recognized. . Land and all naturat-opportunities.
wonld be hnolut.ely free Tho best methods of pm-

objections raised. ‘Une of them was the idga that if
those who did nqt wish to go through the customary
formalities were allowed to refrain from Bqdolng,_qury-
one. would have toforego that priviledge. Such is not
the case, and no advocate of freedom ever dreams of
denying every one the opportunity to go through all
the formalifies they way wish. All we ask is that
those who do not wish to go through any ceremonies
shall not be compelled to do so.

““Butif that were the case people would sitik to the
level of the brutes” we are told. That is equivelant
to saying that ceremonies and formalities make people
different from themsalv:%.'l‘he truth is that licences
fee the politial parasites, while marriage by a minister
or'esquire serves to fee ministrial or judicial. parasites,

gives opportunity for scandals and divorce court pro-

ceedmgl thus feeing some more parasites. Thus you
see that all the way round it is & eceme to compel “
people to pay for the privilege of doing something that
they have a natural and unquestionable right to do.

Iunstead of people sinking to a lower level were they
“free-to choose how they would act in sex matters, the
self-reliance which always comes with the sense of free-
dom and responsibilty will become an active force in
the correction of many of the abuses whmb are now
complained of so much.

These objections to freedom in sex relations are a
slur on womanhood, for almost invariably the objectors
picture all manner of direful consequence to woman’s
virtue. They talk of the insecurity of women under a
free love regime. And right here let me interject a
word or two concerning women’s virtue. When we
have discarded the double moral standard, and ceased
to think that virtue consists in abstinence, the question
of ‘women’s virtue” will not be so senously considered
as now, for two reasons. Because the distinction
between ‘‘women’s virtue” and ‘‘men’s virtue” wiil
Le obsolete. and because women will then be consid-
ered capable of choosing and determining for themsel-
ves in sex matters. .

The idea that all objections on the grounds of **wom-
en’s virtue” are based on, is the same one thgt- man’s
ownership of women is based on. It is the same old,
tyrannical, degrading idea that a man’s wife is his prop-
erty, and that she must be guarded in order to prevent-
injury, and to maintain her purjty. Her desire in the
matter is not taken into consideration, and she is
expected to render all obedience to her husband and be
““true’! to him, to remain pure and be a ‘‘faithful’’ wife,
no matter what his life may be. Just in proportion as
this idea holds sway in a man’s head will'he be found
prating about ‘‘women’s virtue,” and seen opposing
freedom in sex relations.

*‘Conformity to custom harms no one, and all that is
necessary is that the contracting parties be careful and
choose wjgi;ty.” ig another argument adyanced. .In
reply I would say, if conformity does no harm it does
no good, and being an expense, and & public show,
there can be no justice in-compelling it. So far as
making a Wise choice ‘is concernied, people are not
infaliable, and for them to find it.difficult and costly to
correct an error, to d.\solve a union that is u.nhnppy and
consequently immoral, i8 upjustifiable from any but a
purely dogmahc standpoint. *“‘If it was so easy to get

‘| apart,”” says our objector, “‘they would rush into all

manner of excess and indecent actions.” Vile slander
on thood and hood ! ially on

hood, for no'matter how prone men may bé, owing to
false education, to run to excesses, it.takes two to make

| a bargain, and the average woman is not constituted so

as to turn into a wild seeking after indiscriminate sex
gratification when there is no legal prohibition to such
action. On the other hand when there is freedom in
sex relations the person with whom each woman will
gratily her sex desire will be a matter of choice, and,
being freed from the restraints that now warp and arti-
ficialize sex loves, the sexual passion will become
natural and orderly in its manifestations, and the
excesses and-disgusting orgies now go prevalent will
disappear. -

There are many abuses of 8ex now common, and
many plans proposed to correct these abuses. Many of
these proposed plans are unquestionable good as far as
they go, but to my mind the first and essential step in
the establishraent of a correct and adequate code of sex
ethics is the recognition of the right of every woman to
the complete control of her person: the.right of perfect
‘freedom in sex relations for.each and every one alike.

Again I call onanyone who may think differently to
show why there should not be the same freedom in
choosing sex pnrtnefs/ that there is in choosing business
partners. HEeNRY ApDIs.

An open Letter to the Comrades
s in America. ~.: -

Louise MicEL must have written to you nquady
thit a relapse of my sickness, on account of which I
had to go fo the hospital, where I am still detained,
from going to the United States with her before next
spring, if I am finally cured. g

After that sad comedy of the Inwmmonal Congresa
of: London, I would have liked, once more; to tell the
yet deluded laborers of the New World about-the bad
faith, which fatally drags to the fraud and still worse -
to the tyranny, all the politicians {from the bourgeois
to the Socisl Dembcrats) proclaimi 1t highly as truth:

that for their entire freedom, the people must get rid




of ail inside and oﬁtahmmngiey. His to-day’s lead-
ers'and idols might bacome his-to-morrow’s tyrants.
The liberty must be such that every body should be
the center of Hieir sorial circle : one immense ¢ircle of
" strength, intelligence, solidarity and happiness. What
.is Anarchy after all, if not the natural necessity that
the independence of every one shall be assured by the
_independénce of all; the only force which creates har-
mony between producers and production, between
neéds and satisfaction. - i
If, after the winter is passed; Louise Mighel and miy-
—gelf are-able; as we-hope to be, to reach that far off
Pacific shore we wish to find that little and brave paper
. of yours, is for the American laborers of the West, the
 battle flag. : . P. Gorl,
London, England, November, 1896. %~

v
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What is Justice?

1 uave endeavored to fill a place of usefulness for
the readers of The Firebrand, by outlining the mean-.
ing of Anarchy and the meaning of liberty; now, I
answer and outline the meaning of justice. -

What is justice? is the same question,-as \Vlm):i?
Rightepusness? and this, is the same question as,
What is Right? and the whole of the questions, is the .
same as: What state of human societary conduct and
teaching will give ‘‘Peace on earth and good will to
men?”’

Men have found the meaning of justice, just as t]ley)
found the meaning of liberty, by centuries of tdltulgu.ﬁ
and blind experimentation ; blindly made, not know- -
ing that they sought justice till.the meaning of the,|
word had been imade clear, by traveling over the road
without liberty or justice operating in societary conduct
and teaching. . il ,

Some teach that law outlives justice, this is not true;
it is presumable that ts of law are based on.
justice; but this is also a fallacy ; law and injustice are
synonymous as operated in go-called law courts. '

Now, rememaber, justice is nothing in itself, only a
mere name of acta performed by men fur men and
through men ; that is, the conduet of man to man in
society-is just, is right, is righteous; or, it is unjust,
wrong and unrighteous.

Question: How can I tell what act is wrong and
what act is right? or, how can I tell when I act justly
or unjustly? which is the same question ; as, when is.
my conduct righteous and when unrighteous?

It is 'seen at once. that to know the meaning of justice
_ is to know the meaning of righteousness, and to prac-

“ tice justice in our acts.and teachings is to be just and

righteous. . . -

- Another fact, in the human constitution there exists

& “monitor” which approves and upbraids the spirit,
whether what has been done or said is right, just, or, f
_ wrong, unjust.* .

‘Some teachers, especially religious, teach that this
“¢monitor” is the criterion, the means of knowing what
is just, or right or, what is wrong or unjust; This is a
fallacy; for-it is only what is taught as being right or

wrong, that if the conduct did not accord, the monitor
came into action.

. The fact 1 wish you to noi';ue is-that the mouitor, for

1 know not what elseto term it, exists, but it does not

- determine what is right or what is wFong; again, this
“‘monitor’”” nevey gives the shame, the downcast head
and eyes, only where oneé has been éducated, informed,
a8 to what is just, right, or, what is unjust, wrong.

Then of what use is this ‘‘monitor”? It performs the
office of a reminder, and gives pain, which frequeutly
is heeded and saves from wrong doing. It is the voice .
of God in the soul of all highly developed races of

_'people, I do not'wish to offend by using the term God.

I once more ask, how is right, how is justice deter-

minefl; since law doés not give it, or determine it, nor
. the inward ‘‘monitor’” know it. 1 have answered, men

determine what is just, what is right, what is wrong,
- what is false, by the effects produced on man in socie

tary conduct just as the physician observes the benefit-

cial or injurious effects of his drugs upon the patient by
" ‘the symptoms exhibited in the patient’s life force.

“If society is without order, without welfre for the
whole of its units; if society is filled with crime, with
disease, with- poverty, ignorance and degradation ; if

“society is destroyed by internal strife ; if society exist
.one part enslaved, the other part priviledged ; if society:
exists one-part performing all its labors, the other part
lifted above toil and drudgery; if society exists where

- its toilers, wealth producers, are ever in-want and par-_j

| state of society. - ;

veut assured that )ustie’e is not pnt:ﬁeed < such a.
e e

- Justice i§ ‘an equation-when operated-in society ; all
members are equal’; otherwise; false relations exist and
an equation of inequality exists in societary conduct
and life. E TR AL ; 27
Justice is nowhere practiced on the face of the globe,
among civilizad(?) people, if this be true, it follows.that

* | no'peopte on.earth are righteé‘._u, notwithstanding »

Christian teachings, practices and prayers; ‘‘none are
righteous, no, not one’”; Now, why do not men possess
and practice justice or righteousness? _
~ Men do not possess liberty ; menare-forced to deny
the ‘“monitor” qf their souls,and act and teach what .
they know to be absolutely unj\)ls};:-um'uf till
custom and habit destroy the‘**voice of God in the.soul”
then men are lost to rigtit‘and just doing.

Why do not myen poss*  liberty to be just? Laws
ara enacted wh?ﬂr;fe checks, batsiers, hindrances, 4

which push men‘or’to deeds of nnrighteonsness in

| their struggles against each other for place, for power,

| for-profit and escapement from toil, poverty and debase-

ment.  Don't you know toit earried to the drudgery
point/always debases and deteriorates human beings?
Don't you know that poverty does the same thing? and
don’t you know that unjust dcts, unrighteous conduct,
no matter if custony, habit and law say they are just;
also, debase, dételiorate and destroy the souls-of mien—
and women too? - = =g
Let me specify briefly, some unjust conducts, acts
and human relations, now sanctioned as legal, right,
righteous and just. l

_ |- The ownership by enactment, "giving the power te

buy or 8ell any part of the eatth, or what is'in oron it,
that God d, is unjust, unrigt ; Why?
deprives all people;unable to buy, of a place on which
to exist, and this deprivation is unrighteous ; it forces
all people who own no Jand to support those who do,
this is unjust : it increases the struggles for existence -
for the great classes, as population increases and asthe
ownership of land falls into fewer legal title holler's
hands, this is unjust; it finaily destroys land holding
and the masses in bloody revolutions; all this exhibits
the unrighteous relation men hold to the land and all
that'is on it and in it; by excluding and disinheriting
all who cannot become owners ofland and its natural
wealth. . !

The taking of what is called rent, though sanctioned
by customy udage, and protected by law, is unjust and
unrigliteous. It forms an unjust equation, which de-

| stroys-equal opportanity.; it forms a class of people in

sociéty, who are enabled to shift the burdens of sup-.-
porting a government entirely on those who toil and pay
rent; this éreates gulfs of inequality between a rich and
soulless landlord and a poor laboring tenant class; it
engenders the most cruel and heartless conduct through
which women, children and househol goods, are all
cast into the streets in midwinter, in all our Jarge citiea ;
it damns the souls of all who engage in the business of
landlordism ;'it places an extra burden on labor, redu-

| cing by rental the wages of the wage-earner: it causes

the wageslave to pay, not only rent, but taxes and
interest, consequently, poverty abounds with the wealth
producers, in proportion to the sway and increase of

‘Voice are ever crying out for the era of good wilt and

“AWill the people forever aphold, sanction, and per
mit 80 unjust.condutt to continue in society as the tak-
ing of rent, the taking of interest because the few own
the earth and-its money?. - - SIS Wi 1 5
‘We pray not and our hands protest, and our pen sud &

righteousiess to come to earth, not through miracle,
but through an awakening of the dead ‘‘monitor in
men’s souls to the demands of justice. y

My next essay will be, What is Equality?
L. Exerick, Public Educator.
Jacksonville, 111 -

In Memory of Willlam Morris.

WiLLias Morris was such a grand figure in the*
Bocialist mo t, and he pied in it such a uni~
que position, that I am afraid nut to be able to do full
justice to his mewory in the few lines which I can
write now,-in my present state of health.

- As a poet, he stood quite aloné in'modern poetry.

Amidst the whining and morbid poets.of our own time,
who aro plunged into self-analysis and self-complaint,

"and are utterly devoid of energy for struggle, he was

aln%st the only poet of the joys of life—the joys which

i:? finds in the.conquast of freedom, in the full exer-

cisé of all his powers, in work—the work of his Liands
#nd his brain. - No modern poet has been known to
inspiro-men with a like love of liberty, and labour with——
the like vigour, like hope and trust in haman nature,
like confid in the happi that men can find in
conquering full freedom and freely associating with
their equals. A true poet of the Norse vikings, of the, -
iree labourers, uf free men.

These same elements he brought into the Socialist
movement. . i

When he joined it, he, like all really powerful men
did not seek in it the position of a wire-puller or &
leader. - Not even that of a teacher.-- He simply under-
took to express What the masses think and what they
vaguely aspire to, He joined thie ranks, and brought
with bim his hatred of oppression in all possible forms,
and his love of equality and hmdo?;Jhloh he under- *
etood in its broadest sense. B o
* This is why, when he undertook to write his own
romance of the future—**News from Nowwhere”’—he
produced perhaps the most thiouroughly and deeply
Anarchistic ¢ tion of future society that has aver
been written.  As he combined in himself the broad.
view of the fhinker with a wonderful personification of

 the good practical sense of collective thought (the mood -

of thought of the.masses when they occasionally, in
revolutionary times, set free to work)—his ideal society
is undoubtedly the one which is mo8t free of all our
State and monastic traditions; the most imbued with
the feelings of equality and humanitarian love; the -
most spontanecusly growing out of a spirit of free

understanding.
Two tendencies struggle in present society. On one
gide, the tradition of the lised State of Imperial

Rome and of the Church, built up on the same plan—
the tradition of slavery, submission, oppression, mili-
tary and canonic discipline; dnd, on the other side,

Jandlordism in every country of the globe
lized; for these reasons, I absolutly know that to take
-rent is unrighteous, that is, unjust.

The charging and appropriating of money called
interest, for the use of money, though sanctioned by
centuries of usage and upheld by custom and law, is all
unjust, unrighteous and wrong. ‘It is clear to the just
spirit that no one can claim something for nothing
since no labor or service has been given by the money
lord for the interest taken. : Does he not get back all
the dollars loaned? Then, he has no just claim for
more, yet this claim is legally upheld and-longusage-
has made right that which is wrong. It, like rent, for
they are one and the same thing, creates a class of
parasites who feed and thrive from the sweat and blood
of the balance of society; it burdens all wealth
producers, because it reduces their wages and the
‘wealth their labor produces imtst, and does pay every
dollar of interest that is ever paid; this is why society
topples over in-rnin and annihilation, this is-why pov-
erty i 3 a8 riches te into the hands of
the few, and this is why wealth concentrates, by means
of rant, fiterest, profits and large salaries to non-pro-
ducers of wealth; for these ns, the taikngof inter-
est is unjust, and gives the penalties of migery, degrad-

tial poverty, the other part having all wants
** and wealthy, without any lnb_orious efforts, yon may

the tradition of the who endeavoured to build
up thelr society outside the State—the tradition of the
1 civi- t y law, as opposed Lo Roman law ; of free

|'guilds and fraternities; of the free cities revolted

against the bishop and the king; of the artisans and
peasants revolted against Church and Empire. Morris
entirely and unreservedly belonged to this second tra-
dition. He was the bearer of that Scandinavidn, Cel-
tic, Teutonic, Slavonic spirit which for the last ten
years has struggled againat the Roman tion. And
this is why he was so little understood by all the uncon-
scious followers of the Churcirand-State tradition.

For the last fow years of his life,\ Morris had aban- .
doned the Sociliaat movement, and he frankly
explained his reasons in a lecture which he delivered
for the Anarchists at Grafton Hallin 1803, If the
movement had: gone on developing and bringing Eng-
land to a Socialist Revoluti Morris undoubtedly
would have gone under the red flag as far as the
masses would have carried it. But the endurability of
the workers, who patiently support any amouut of cap-
italist oppression, deeply affected him.

Moreover, Morris, who would have gone any way

the Socialist movement in England became a party
warfaré, with all'its wire-pulling and petty smbitions,
which he hated go deeply, he did as Garibaldi did alter
he felt wounded in the\Sght bétween hifItalian volun-
teers and the Italian royal troops. - He retired to his

| ations, d crime, int nce; unholy lust, Bui-_
pplied |cide, i ity, ignot and the sufferings'following
poverty. -

Caprera. . = -

with the masses, could not go' with parties; and when




“But the love of the masses has followed him in his
nﬂut ‘and the deep traces of his activity remain with
ialist t in“England did not

If the B mo
hl'o thnt thorill.nln and functionarist ch

for the double purpose of commemorating the death of
our Clncago Comrades and discussing the case of our

P de Al der Berkmann. The

di was an dinglg good one and in response

~which it took in Germany, Morris’s influence was im-
mense to p! that disaster; and this infl will
be felt more and more in proportion as his Socialist

writings and his writings altogether are read more and-{

more by the masses of Socialist workers.—[Peter Kro-
potkine;-in Freedom, London.

Literature.

“THE Old and the New Idea] A Bolution of that
Part of the Social Questxon wlnch pertains to Love,
Marriage and Sexual Intercourse by Emil F Rnede-
busch. Published by the Author, Mayville, Wis. U.
8. A.” The main part of the book contains 298
pages, the Appendix (“Notes, and Cornments on
Criticisms”) 50 pages, in all 8348 pages. The price
will be 50 cents for paper cover and $1.00 for cloth-
bound editions. The frst part of the book contains
many free translations from the German treatise,
especially in those chapters which are merely des-
criptive or rather ‘‘destructive.” The greater part
of the book, however, pertaining to what may be
called the “constructive” theory amH;‘r?e suggestions
for propaganda work is so radically different n'om
the (zerman book, that it would be misleading | lto
judge the one by the other.

" A review of this book will appear as soon as pos- _
sible; but our German readers, who have.read the
German edition, will not hesitate to recommend the
book to their English speaking friendg.” Groups and
Free Reading Rooms shou!d have this book in their
libraries, as it is the best book in regard to marriage,
love and sex relations that [ know of. AL

. ’

Prospecrors MANUAL. We are in receipt of a
book with the above title, it is jnst what miners and
prospectors want. The book is a popular treatise on
assaying and mineralogy, and will be found very
useful to all who wish to discover mines. The first
part of the work gives the United States mining
laws and regulations, how to locate and survey
claims ete. The book can be had of book dealers or
the Author, H. N. Copp, Washington D. C. Price -
50¢c.

Correspondence.
THINKS THE PAPER 18 IMPROVING.

I received The Firebrand from you to-day and have
received two or three, Nos. before. I took it a while
and my time ran out, and I kept thinking about renew-
ing, but neglécted it. I am short of means just now,
but will have some in a month or so and will then
remit. [ like the paper very well, and it gets better all
the time. I hope that you have force and means
enough to keep-the paper going and will make a sne-
cess of it, for it can be made a grand educator in its
advance lines of thought. I see in this-No. that you
think of enlarging it in the next volumg, that must
mean that yon are getting a fair patronage, and which
Lam glad to know. R. E. La Ferra,

I HAVE no doubt that g\s opinion of many of our
subscribers is, that we have a paid up and paying
subscription list; that warrants us Lo enlarge, but so

to an appeal made by Miss Goldmar: $9.21 was raised
there for.the Berkmann Rescue Fund. In the evening
she delivered an address at-the Young Men’s Liberal
League. ‘‘Woman’s Cause’” was the subject to which
a densely crowdéd hall listened with interest. The
follon ing day she went to Baltimore, Md.

On the eleventh, of November meeting of the L. L.
L., there was also a collection for the Berkman'’s'fund
taken up, which brought §2.64 and together with the
sum mentioned above, was sent to Harry Gordon in
Pittsburgh. Jacos MiILLER.

NoveMBER, 23, 1896,
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Woite and Comment.
Tue Socialist Labor Party vote in New York City
is 972 short of what it-was.in 1895. . This is not a
very Eood showing after‘all the *‘fuss and feath-

ers”’ DWLeon and his co-workers have been making.
- *

r *

MANY Anarchists.have for years voted the S. L.
P. ticket, simply as a protest against present wrongs,
but the tyranny of the Executive Committee, and
the attitude of “The People,” and other S. L. i
organs, Imve driven them away from the party.
Maybe that accounts for the falling off of the S. L.

P. vote in New York City. ‘ .

* *
*

The Comrades in Provid ence have started a free
discussion club, called the People’s Union which
meets every Sunday evening at 935 Westminster St.

* *
*

In San Francisco the comrades have established
headquarters at, 1232} Folsom St., where they gather
every night from 7 to 10 I. M.

—e————————
Clippings and Comments,

A FrENCH ]omnnl describes a new and promising
substitute for gold. It is prc:luﬂ,d by alloying ninety-
four parts of copper with six of antimony, the copper
being first melted and the annmnny unerwunl added.
To this a quantity of magnesium carbonate is added to
increase its specifiic gravity. The alloy is capable of
being drawn out, wrought, and soldered just as gold is,
and i8 saic to take and retain as fine a polish as gold.

Its cost is a quarter dollar a pound.—{Ex.

~All that is necessary now, is to monopolize the
invention and the composition will be as valuable as
pure gold is to-day. Only the monopolists would
pocket the difference and become millionaires.

Tk telegraphers tied up the Canadian Pacific from
end to end and in a few days won one of the grandest
victories ever achieved by wage workers. Organization
did it.—{International Wood Worker.

1t was not “organization” alone that *‘did it,”” Mr.
Editor. 1t was the recogunition that their claim was
just, and that they only could accomplish the end in
view by united efforts that *‘did it.”

The Letter Box.
C. 8., Puiaperpiita.—We have reordered the books
from Mrs. Parsons, and hope you have them now,
T e ————
Receipts.

“Ceska Beseda' mrougb Soupal, §¢ 00, -Fagan, Vogeler, Heit-
mau, Tnoma, Burda Couwiant, each 50c. Ads h.oe Blmea‘,’

far we have not received enough, but are cramped
to make both ends meet to print the present size, 80
some of the comrades are/nut to get means to sus-
tain ourselves. We send out sample copies as edu-
cators, and if the most of them would beecome paid
up subseribers, we would then feel as though success
would attend us.

As.we have said before, we intend to enlarge the
paper with No. 1 Vol: I1l. . But the success will
greatly depend on our readers who have contributed
so freely 8o far to sustain the paper. It we should.:

fail'to get means enough to print it 8 pages, we will§s

then lmve to go back to the present size. A. 7. p.

Frox Pmunsu*un B
1n the begining of this month comrade Emma Gold-
man was here for the first time since her arrest in this
city upon addressing the unemployed here in 1893,
On Wednsday evening the 4th. inst. she spoke at th@
lpﬁl:eal' Il‘ibzral League of her “Experiences on Black-
s Island.” On Sunday, the 8th., at 3 P.M,, sh
addressed & mass meeting i&liad by the Jewish (:m?lp

Engle, ,elchm 'I’nov:ky.'m. Bnelmmm

THE FIREBRAND'S AGENTS.

Thn lnl]owing named rersons will reoeiva and receipt for
ptions for The Firel
€] Chlr]e- L. Bodendyke, 1140 hﬂlwlukes Avenue.
.. C. P neuner 259 Taylor Street.
New York l.lly.~—[ Rudash. 60 Rivington Street.
Buffalo, N Lang, 29 Grape Street.,
—L. R«botnik ;m Plover Street.

Baltimore, Md.—B. Morwitz, 1141 East Lombard Street.
London, Eng.--Tom Reece, 19 Ifield Road, Fulham Road, 8w.

. Taxidermy.

To THE FrIENDS oF TiE FIREBRAND — For the benefit of this
paper, I wiil ~end instructions ‘fuor mounting and preserviug
any sized bird, from a hummer to-an eagle without skinning,
to auy one sending twenty-five venls to The Firebrand and a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to m

P. 8.— After receiving it, if yvour cousnleur'e troubles you for
receiving so much for so little vou can remit something to
sender. Address, ED GORE. Warren, Minn.

FIREBRAND LIBRARY. '

In lots of ten or more, five-cens pamphlets furnished at
hree cents each.

‘rhewnge Svstem. By Peter Kropotkin .

Wante and thelir Gratification. By Henry Addis 10
A Secret and Contidentinl Adoress By Gavroene. 15
Albert R Parsons’ Bo k on Anarehism, Its Philoss y
Scientific Busis. German and Engiish Editious; 5
1

somely bound in cloth and gilt. 80 cents: paper cover
Life of Albert R. Parsous, with a brief Hist:ry of the Labor
Movement in America. Beautifully iilustrated and nice-

1y bound. 290 octavo page Wb
able.

The two books last named are

Mrs. Waisbrooker’s Boolks.

My Century Plant W

The Occult Furcew or Sex

The Fountain of

A Sex Revnlution ..... .
Those who desire to study the Bex Q\xe-!inu will ind smple

food !or thought in the above four by

Grandmother’s Lessons to Men, Ynung lnd Old on the

Basic Principles of Marriage Happiness..

One has but to read the above and then b old that the pos-

tal department objects to its circulation, to ree how much gov-

ernment stands in the way of human happiness.

Send orders to The Firebrand, Box 477, Portland, Or.

~ Other Books on Sex Relation.

Diana, & Psycho-Physfological Eseay on Sexual Relations, 25
Talks on Nature. Importact Information for both Sexes.
A Treatise on the Structure, Functions and psssional
Attractions of Men and Women. Nicely bonud.
Anything More, My Lord? By Lois Walsebrooker ..

05

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Anarhist Headguarters in San Francisco, 128214 Folsom St.
Open every evening from 7 tiU10 B, M.

The Peoples Union, a free discussion ¢lub, meets every Sun-
day evening at 93 WeatmlusterSt Providence e, R. 1.

International Group Free lnllllllve meets al M thing»
ton Bquare, New York City, every Mouday at 8.30 p.

Radical l.lIer-mru of all kinds, including Enwl!sh periodi-
cals, can be fo! at the news stand of comrade I Rudash, Cor,
Estex & vamon Bn'eeta, New York City.

Independent Theatre (Freie Buehne), will be opeped in
Bhoenhofers Hall, Cor Milwaukee and Asnland Avenues,

Ch lcngo Ill Details will be given by Otto Wichers von Gogh,
83 Dean 8

llelnlt,lte Listy i8 an eight page Anarchist weekly paper,
vubnsned in me Bohemlm languageat New York City, 266 Ave.
B by the Internatfonal of Ameaica.
Bend lcr snmpie copy.

l'mgmnlve Thoeught is the original advocate of the Labor
xchapge, A sample copy may interest you, and a vear's sub-

ucxlptlon Wil put you in & wn{l tolearn all about it if already
terested. Published at Olathe, Kansas.

“The Famons Nothern White Owis" make a bnlumul
attraction for the Pa, lor, office or counting room. ot o
npproval to reliable parties. Address{or prices ard full dncrlp-
np Ep GosE, Taxidermist

Warreu, Minn,
The Alarm is 4n Anarchist weekly paper for the workers and
is published at 98 Judd Sireet. Euston Road, London, England.
The editorial policy is Anarchist: Communhu and emh issue
contalus twelve columns of eye-opening and |hougnupr-.vok1ug
matter. One cent weekly, or sent througa the post for one
dollar a year.

The Altruist is 8 monthly paper igsued by the Altruist Com-
munl:y, ol BL Louis, whose members hold » 11 their pmnerl.y in
n, men and women have eqnal tg.atl
derlde all lheh business affairs by maj..ruy voté 'Tv'em.y«ﬂve
cents a year; sample copv tree; Address, A, Longley, 1719
Franklin Ave., 8t. Louis, Mo.

The Age 8f Thought, published b{ £. H. Fulton, Columbus
Juncunn Iows, 18 an advocate of individnal liberty: of the free
use of land and other natural resources; of (ree banking and is
an 'unalterable ngponent of arbitrary authority and special
privileges, la eight 9x13 pages in rize snd printed on fine book
paper. Send 2 cents for sample with terms and premium offer

Lucifer the Lightbearer, published at 1394 West l‘onnreps
Bt.. Chicago, by M. Harman, makes a specialty of sexiology or
uxlolnzin sclenee, believing this to be the most importantofall

nCes, use the most intimately connected with the {ro-
xin or moepuan of life, when « hune'.er lnr good or ill for
or for for snccess or,,
failure, 1s stamped upon each Nﬂvldual. Weekly, §1 year
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