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Anarchy.—A snclal theory which regards the union of,6rder
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the

political ideal; absolute individual liberty.—Century Dictionary.

Notes on Points. .
rd
CoMmUNISM AND LiBERTY.—In the article under

. this heading in: No. 36, Mr. Byington acknowledges

NEEDS to be the basia of economic justice.  He
objects to any teking of products out of the abso-
lute control of the producer, only in so far as this
would frustrate, or risk frustrating, the need of the
producer to have the products available. Now,
Comrade Byington, what are social rights? We
have all the “natural rights” of the wild beast,
which include prey as well as defence; but that, of
course, does not solve the question of the proper
relations between people desirous of living socially
together.” Well, social rights, then, are simply the
name for our recognised sympathy with each others’
needs and purposes. Next, if you admit that, I
would ask yeu whether there is any particular vir-
tue about this need of continued possession, which
should make it supersede all other needs in the
public sympathy? Do we sympathise with meta-
physical abstractions, or with flesh and blood? The
very consciousness of socidl right implies the possi-
bility that in our contact with each other some
needs may have to be sacrificed, and that we are
prepared-to sacrifice some of our own, and act to
secure that as between other people, those shall be
sacrificed which create the least sympathy in us.

Now, can we reasonably assume beforehand as an
absolute rule that a need of merely “continued”
possession will arouse our humanity: on behalf of
the person who feels-that need—more strongly than
a need of simply possessing at all? Can we be sure
that the disappointment of a present possesor will
outweigh in our very nature the necessities of a
non-possessor? To erect Property is to set up &
fotich and declare that it is vurselves.

‘Of course, it is our part in this connection to
prove our sympathy with the needs of the person
who has suffered through his neighbor’s neceassities,
but that is a very different thing from making a
grievance against the neighbor, by reason of the
mere formal fact that he, in attending to his needs,
did some detriment to some actual or possible need
of the other man.  The impelling circumstances
and all the bearings of the case dare needed to found
our judgment upop, and we cannot reasonably and
with justice to ourselves and others condemn in
advance as infamous, or san¢tion in advance as
socially right, any conduct for its mere formal rela-

- tion to.one class of need or to another. Anyone

who asks us to'do so, and is aggrieved: at our refu-
sal, is simply treating ns as enemies because we
decline to create laws to confer a privilege upon

e

COMMUNISM 1N RELATION TO ABUNDANCE AND SCAR-
cI1TY.—Byingtion says in No. 36 that he is prepared
for Communism if it can be shown that there will
be enough goods to meet all wants.  If there is any
condition in which Communism-is unnecessary-it
is where there is great abundance, go that the lim-
itations of property are only potential and not act-
ually felt.

Take America and divide it between 16 persons,
or simply leave 16 persons to occupy it incommon,
there will be little practicle difference. On the
other hand, take a room 12 feet square, containing
16 square yards, and place 16 persons in it. Now
if everyone is reitricted to a certain marked square
yard, and may not venture off it without special
contract, surveys and re-marking, nobody can walk
ahout or lie down, at least without endless trouble,
and probably in order to acquire a title to move
about at will, persons will try and steal each others’
titles to place in the'room, anddor every one who
succeeds in gaining the “right” to a space suffi-
cient to let him da more than remain glued to one
spot, two o;dl{ree will be deprived of any “rig?nt”
to be in the room at all. But on the other hand, if
instead of this the people simply are in the room
without apy property limitation on their availing
themeelves of the room, then they stand, sit, walk,
lie down, take up and change positions, with very
little inconvenience, and in fact are quite harmoni-
ous and comfortable, having only to accommodate
themselves practically to each others’ presence and
not to the exigencies of a formal system. What
holds good of space holds good of all other require-
ments. Property is a reduction in the efficiency of
wealth; and although where wealth is abundant
the difference may be hardly perceptible, where the
wealth is little the necessity for it to be not only
considered, but also actually used in common, is
paramount. In point of fact the outcasts of society
when they meet in the course_of their wanderings
or take up permsnent camps on the sameground,
instinctively place their few possessions in common.
Thousandsof men would die annually of starvation
and hardship.in Australia but for this, who are act-

| ually—save as to the hope of betterment—no worse

off than any pioneer diggers-or settlers.

MoRre CoNCERNING METHODS.—In No 36 W.
Holmes puts a very peculiar question—virtually
this: “If the faculty of commanicating radical
thought, and the fa'cull.fof radical thought itself,
could be annihilated, could Anarchy be brought
about, and how? . )

It would ultimately be brought about by natural
selection and the survival of the most adnptative.
Tho strong might exterminate the less strong; but
other things being equal, those whose dispositions
led them t&"harmony and solidarity among them-
sélvea, would be strongeet of all} at their disposal
for progressive purposes wouild be as much energy
 as-the others wasted in mutual conflict, and they
would incur fewer resentments and therefore fewer
risks. But I don’t see that this.is a “method” for

discussion, it is simply a fact of nature.
—

jrovi\ls\l the faculty of superstitiod were also
aunihilated, Anarchy could be brought by conquer-
ing the mere inertia of hinbit by means of appeals
to direct animal sympathy and self interest, in spite

of thie absence of radical theory, because thought, -
in the special sense, is only a ncore complicated
mode of sensation, and all forms of conscieusness
rest alike on the reality of things, in the ultimate
analysis, therefore healthy sensation and instinet
will point.the same way as healthy thought,

I imagine that Holmes wishes to convey that
this appeal to the lower sensibilities should be cul-

tivated more as a practical means to the realization

of Anarchy; thit he means we should devote more
attention-to-the-promulgation of improved practice
for its own sake. . That is #0, provided we do not at
the same time ignore the fact that man does actu-
ally think as well as feel, and is therefore liable to
positive error, sophistry and fallacies which will
impose themselves on his practice, unless correctod
by reason, As Thought can override the.carrect
indlcations of fesling, so also it can correct the
errors of feeling, and if we look at facts we find
that the practice of our remote ancestors was in

many points better than our own, 8o it is.evident- *°

that no security is to be had for the continuence of
good practice unless all sides of our consciousness
are kept on the alert. It would be-idle to expect.
any thorough and reliable reform (unless as the
outcome of many generations of hereditary experi-
ence) on a bases of mere practice, no' matter how
radical. We should not ignore the latter even if it
is only shifting the lead off the galled place, but to
hasten effective evolution we must devote special
attention to theory, and—as economic life deter-
mines the features of society in all essentials—to
economic theory most particularly, g
BopenpYKE’s CLuB Housk IDEA.—In this as in
many other projects the danger is of people attempting
to associate specially for the mere purpose of practic-
ing communistic methods, or forms, whilst what is
needed is to know what their ordinary and special.
needs are, and then associate communistically accord-
ing te convenience, for the purpose of better meeting
those needs. The world will not practice-Anarchy *
for the sake of the label, but simply for the improve-
ment of the every day purposes that exist and will
go on independently of Anarchy or of the reverse.
These purpeses existing independently of the system
are not-to-be-praned,-forced-or transplanted at hap-
hazard. A man does not buy a tin of paint and then
biiild a house to use the paint up. You don’t make

a railway and then build a town for it to run to, you -

ind a town first that you want a railway to, or at
least a place that.you wantto.go and build a town
at, and then you make your railway ‘accordingly. [

| think if Bodendyke or any other comrade sees a way

of making a living jointly, which he would prefer-to-
his present oge, and the arrangement commends
itself to-as many as are mecessary to cafgy it out—
that is, if they would like to go into it quite apart
from considerations of Anarchy and Communism,
simply for the sake of the inhereut suitability which

any stranger to the movement might recognize in the

SR SR e e




the suitability to their personal

health-etc.-—then adding te that -

the faét of haying ideas in common which will be
candidly acted on amoug- you, you may be confident
thiat the coneern will eontinue to work well and be
a shiniig example. The persons concernsd must ot
have to strain their-inclinations in order to adapt
themselves to the working conditions created, but
on the contrary the stheme with its conditionsiof
practice must Bpring out of and be adapted to the
diverse inclinations of-the-individuals involved, or .
elge thare will be no guarantee of success.

J.A. ANDREWS,

lines proposed and

. Echoes from our Exchanges. '

SPAIN. In the night of October 3d, last, passers by
could remark the passing of nineshearses which bore
the remains of our comrades whio had been martyred
the night before. : ;

Thie cruelty which was in vogue during the prosecu--
tions following the explosion in the Liceo Theatre were |

not barbarous enough for the upholdess of law.and
order. The forcing of the prisoners fo eat salt fish,
withiout any water to drink for days, \was not enough
to satisfy the successors of the Jesuits, In order to

have a more monstrous record they drove the prison-

ers, with an iron bar, to walk ur_x_fil he dropped, and
then beat him to deathi endeavoring to compel him to
inform on his companions.

Of course the Iying press-will print, in large type,
that the prisoners admitted with “‘repentence’’ their -
cuipability in the affuir. y

Through confidential sources we learn {Efore concern-
ing the torturing inthe Middle Age style. "Withan
iron aparatus they compress the testicles. They
tear the naila from the-fingers and toes; pierce the
lips with spears; hang them from the ceiling head
downward; break their wrists; ‘etc: .

The military judges regester everybody as an accom-
plice as soon us they can find out that they have
attended an Anarchist meeting.

‘This is the-way the Spanish government intends to
oxterpate Anarchist ideas. If they can succeed is
another question. He who sows the wind will harvest
the tempest.

PRANCE. Thére is a serious strike among.the mould-
ers in‘Marsailles. The strikers organized several public
meetings and invited the Anarchist exponents to give
their opinion nbout the matter.  One of the last meet-
ipgs was held in the Labor Exchange, at which more
- than 2,600 persons were presént; and speakers of all ~
eliades of opinion were invited te discuss the labor
problem. There was a frank avowel that.the Anarch-
ists won were the.most logical, and their energetic
manner the most applause. The ides of the general
&triko was the special topic discussed by our comrades.

There ace several thousand miners on-gtrike, in the |-

«Baghindu Gard" coal mining district, struggling to
. better their conditions. ©
The well known Romanian actress, Mrs. Barseca,
happened to be in Paris during the stay of the Russian
Imperjal Majesties. Owing to an assumed resemblance
- between her and another lady she was gotfen to the
Police Headquaters, by-a Russianstool pigeon; and—
- occasioned much trouble before she could get permis-
slon to see the Romanian Council, who finally recog-
nized her. y
The servility of the City of Paris, to the Russian
h cost the | cers 1,604,000 francs. The
Socialist City Council approved the expense. Council-
man Chasesse remurked this generosity of the city
fathers, and made a propasition to spend-500,000 francs
for the benefit of the unemployed, which proposition
_was referred to the committee of the Budget, which
“really means the ‘waste basket. O, ye Socialist city
- swindlers, you show you: taste!  Millions for the Czar,
but not even a loaf of bread for your own hungry coun-
. trymen. Is this the universal brotherhood you want
o bring.about? Ratsl i
A convention was called at Prague, the
*16 of November last, to devise ways-and meansto abate
the silly Austrian press laws. There were representa-
tives from twelve radical and independent percdicals

" present to protest aguinst the tyranny of the iniquitous,

hiat tand. v

prosa laws. . The perodicals with an A

‘| bases of Communism.

‘| ing ideas, avoidfng a8 much as-possible the personal

| and friends.

A

e

s

degenerating into partisan quarrels between the co-

operative and-parliamentiry party on one side, and the
Anarchist movement-on-the other: Quarrels in which
ideas are subordinated to personal questions.

That such tactics are a. menace to the propagation of
the new ideas among the laboring masses.

And advyises its members to keep’away every rivalry,
and place itself on the fundamental principles of
Socialism : the moral and- economic emancipation of
the proletariat, by means of complete expropriation of
the means of production and their utilization on the

: . )
To reach this aim the group will anan the means at
its-disposition to hasten the'movement of the renovat-

questionssbut will investigate without delay the prin-
ciples of the different LSliat schools. It invites all
.comrades who are serioug)to unite in a spirit of frater-
nity and to concentrate all their efiorts towards the
common ideal. -
_The groupe requests all the periadicals of gll the
guages, and all the schools; to publish the above
“anifesto and send a copy to the address of comrade
Alf.-Engels, Secretary of the N. 8. D. V., 57 Charlatte
St., Fitzroy Square, London, W. .

INDIA. The “Calcutta Englishman,”’ of Nov. 25,
contends that the home officials are cownpletely at fault
concerning the.dimensions of the famine, which is rag-
ing/in nearly all provinces on account of a crop a little
 below the average, and a grain speculation a little
nbo;e the average which may yet result in an irretre-
vable disaster. N

ITALY. Thirty Anarchists were arraigned before the
Tribunal of Ancona, accused of criminal-asseciation:
The youngsters iad done nothing, but they held differ-
ent ideas from those professed by the humbugs of the
TPribunal, which, it seems, is a crime in-Italy.

La Favilla is the name of a new Anarchist-Commun-
ist perodical. Address, “La Favilla,” ferma posta,
Mantova, Italy.

11 Novo Verbo is the name of another Anarchist-
Communist journal. Address:

Barnaba 9. Paradis, 54 Lamarmora St., Parma, Italy.

Woelzome and long life to the new strifgglers.

. | _ A. KLEMENCIC.

WNote and Comment,

@ CoMrADE Wm. A. Whittick has kindly donated
The Firebrand ten copies in paper, of his splendid
book “Bombs,” and five copies in cloth. Any one
sending us fifty cents Will receive a copy in paper,
or for seventy-five cents a copy incloth. This isa
good time of the year ta make presents, and no more
appropriate present can be given a friend who loves
to read. It will also be a great help to The Fire-

brand.

L *

-

AN obituary of comrade B. Harris, of Waterbury,
Conneccticut, was sent in by a comrade, but by some
mishap the manuscript was lost.

He dropped dead on:the streets of Waterbury,
not long ago; and was about forty years of age at
the time of his death. He had been an active
‘worker for, and liberal contributer to the Anarchist
mevement. ~We regret-to hear of his death, and
extend fraternel sympathy to the beraved relatives

; * e

8. P. Putxay, and Miss May Collins were both poi-
soned to death by gas; in the rooms of Miss Collins,
No. 47 St. Botolph St., Boston, Friday evening, Decem-
ber 11.. The exact details of their death are not known
to us as'the reports conflict slightly, but. that they
died of gas poison in a room where gas light was burn-
ing'is agreed upon. : '

4. P Putnam, was fifty eight years old last July.
He is well known as an infidel lecturer, having trav-
eled all oyer the Uhited States in that capacity. He
had done & great deal to awaken thought in regard to
religion, but being an icconoclast was lacking in recon-
structive ideas and contributed but little to the live
movements of teday. ;

Miss May Collina was only twenty years old, but
ghowed indications of an extracrdingry brilljancy,

suffer most [romt conscription, almost every number.
' having to be reprinted and the editors.fined:” But it
* don’t stop the spirit of rebellion in Bohemia.
" ENGLAND. The Dutch Social Democratic group,
. founded in London, resolved: :

That tho Social Democratic party is more and ok

t and power as a spedker. 'She was too
young-or a proper estimate of her abilities to be made,
but her achievements so far were an indication of un- -
usual eloquence as a speaker, and far reaching depth
as a thinker. It is sad that one so young and so prom-
ising should be cutoff just, on the threshold of public .
work'and usefulness. :

-

The Truth Seeker vehemently denies that there was
“any thing wrong"—that there was any sex union
between them. However that may be, we donot know;

“But ‘adsert that they, not being Christians; werenot—
‘bound by Christian morals, and if they loved, and thus
expressed their love, it is rather to their credit than
discredit., It is time that Freethinkers quit defending
Christian morals, and defend free action as well as free
thonght and free speech. e
The American Secular Union, and the Freetholght
Federation will sustain a great loss in the death of

these two persons. Who will take their places, remains
to be seen,

bl *

WuiLe I have no objection to all comrades who wish
to do 8o, holding a general convention, and'the co-
mingling of ideas, and aquaintance. of comrades would
undoubtedly be pleasant and more or less advantageous
to the propaganda, but I must object to some of the

*

| assertions of the committee.

There has been a constant and steady effort on the
part of The Firebrand to place Anarchist-Communism
foremost in Social Science, and we flatter ourselves thut
much ha_,s' been done already, looking in that direction.
To say/ﬁ;at it can be attempted under no other circum-

| stance, but that of a general convention, isto make a

dogmatic assertion that can not be proven. Itis tolay
an unwarranted stress on the importance of conven-
tions, and to undervalue the work of papers, clubs and
lecturers. While a convention might contribute a good
deal toward this consumation, yet we are not justified
in saying this is the only means.

1f there are many things that are not discussed by
‘the-papers-it ig the fault of the comrades. The Fire-
brand has constan:ly urged the fullest and freest dis-
itssion of all subjects in its columns, and if anything -
of importance to the movement has not been discussed _
in its columns it is because no one has had the energy,
or enthusiasm, to start the discussion. We, of The
Firebrand, hope that all the neglected subjects will be
brought out for free discussion through our columns.

If these subjects are not discussed in the circles what
assurance have we that they would be discussed at a
general convention. . Let the comrades see to it that
these subjects are thoroughly discussed in their circles
and cluba, in the Anarchist papers and wherevercon-
venient, and then if a general convention is held much
useless arguing can be avoided.

It is s question whether a better agreement would
have been reached at a geneval convention. Where
there i8 no authority to dictate what is agreed to,
thorough agr tis seld hed by any conven-
tion. H. A

Practical Politics.

IN order to show what we may expect to accom-
plish through political action, let e call attention
to a few facts in conuection with local politica.

The senatorial contest is coming-on. The politi-
cians have recognized that fact for some time. They
recognized that fact at the time of last Spring’s
election. Jonathan Bourne is desirous of going to
the U. 8. Senate. He was desirous last Spring of
so doing. He'“worked” the Spring election with
that object in view. He had a faithful co-worker
in the person of Dr. Young, the chairman of the
People’s Party State Central Commitiee. Between
them they tried to work a combination between the
«Mitchell” republican and Populist legiative
tickets. Bourne succeeded in getting his name on
the P. P. ticket, but the “funny bus‘gpess” of the
middle-of-the-roadets prevented the substitution of
the entire “Mitchell” legislative ticket in this
county for the *‘pop” ticket.

As manager of the Republican State Campaign he
succeeded in defeating Martin Quinn for Congress.
Quinn is the idol of the staunch populists, and is a
bosom friend of Mayor Pennoyer. Bourne is now
Pennoyer’s trusted agent, and literally has full con-
troll of the police and fire departments.

W. S. U'ren is an erstwhile single-taxer, a pro-
imotor of “*direct legislation,” and is an implacibl
enemy of Mayor Pennoyer. He carries a political
knife for Pennoyer, and never misses an opportunity
to “rip him up the back.” Just at present U’ren is
very intimate with Bourne. Between them they are
trying to destroy Pennoyer's influence with'the popu-
listic members elect to the nvxt legislature, with the
evident intent of wielding that influence themselves.

Their object is apparent: Bourne waats to go to
the U. S. Senate. th‘;e U’ren wants may be guess-




>

.

ed at. . He'is Pennoyer’s mbs:t deadly political ‘ens- -
my;and yet is working ‘*hand in glove” with Pen-

fioyer’s most trusted co-worker (political agent). He |

—is not qn_!;;ggg;kjng—w'ﬁb;-b«ﬂé‘f‘liﬁiﬁe.——k Bourne
waits to be Speaker of the [louse, and is trying to
get the ““pops™ to supporthim for that position, That

will give him:power. . Their he wants all the “pops™
in the legislature to support him for the Senate.
Bear in mind that this is the- man-who used every
means in his power, fair and foul, to defeat Quinn
for Congress. = Great combination, is it not? This
i3 the reform party, the “party of the people,” as it
were. .

How any sane man can see and know all these,
things, and yet hope for a betterment of affairs.
through political action, or vote,.or otherwise uphold

- governinent, is beyond my comprehsnsion.

“HENRY ADDIS

Clippings and Comments,

WuEx a court declares a law unconstitutional it -

brands the people (the lawmaking power) as inferiors
- and mere wards, when it reverses itself it proclaims -

itself an ignoramous or the creature of some interest.
--[Pittsburg Kansan.

‘Why not abolish the court then? If you give men
power you must expect them to use it.

N * *
: .
Tins can be made a government of the-people by and

for the fenple by the adoption of Effective, Yoting and
Ex;ect. egislation—but never will till then.—{Pittsburg-

A government of majorities you mean, brother,
and that means subjugation of the minority. Why
not abolish all government and be free?

* -
*

Waex the legislation of the several states and con-
gress has been enacted, the great masses of the people
will more clearly than ever, see the necessity of the
changes demanded by the Populists.—[Our Paper.

It is to be hoped that they will see the foolishness
of ull legislation; will see the necessity of abolishing
all that expensive nonsense called law making.

= *

Twe following is clipped from a Chicago daily
paper: '

Tae police have repeated their annual anatchistic
outrage by stopping Mrs. Parsons while addressing.an
audience on the anniversary of the hanging of the
_Anarchists. If the reports of the hounding of *Anar-
chist’” Mowbray last winter are a guide, the meeting

- was grossly misrepresented. - Biit-assuming the report-
ers are not inftuenced by the fear or favor of the police
and that their report is corréct, there is nothing to jus-
tify this police censorship. - We who are not Anarchists
hold that no one can put himself oatsidé of the laws,
even though he refrain from aggression, he would still
receive the attentions of the tax-collector and be sub-
ject:to military duty. It-follows, then, that we must
extend to the Anarchists the protection of the laws

. which we compel them to obey, or oar whole scheme
falls to the ground and we prova the Auarchists’ case.

Once admit that one class has less rights than any -
other and there is no stopping place short of chattel
slavery. The police should he restrained from annually
committing this assault, because it is disorderly con-
duct and because it is a dangerous assault on free
speech, which the southern slave power crushed for a
time, but which triumphed when the “gag” rules were
abolished in congress. If Mrs. Parsons is guilty of a

.- crime, why is she not brought to trial and punished?
If ghe is not guilty, the public is insulted and outraged

" by her persecutors. Mrs. Parsons has said nothing
which is not borne out by the verdict of Gov; Altgeld
asa mwgfotriw, and backed up by eminent jurists.
Unlesa it can be shown that fréedom of thought and
speech is right in a magistrate and wrong in the citiz-
ens, from whom the magistrate derives his power,

Gov. Altgeld is as fit a subject for police assault as is

_ Mrs. Parsons.—{GEORGE A. Brooks, Chicago Ill.

_ The forégoing is a just arraignment of the Chicago
police, but.we. must protest against the misuse of
the word Anarchist. The Chicago police never act
_anarchistic. - If they did they would go home, burn
"up their clubs, throw their pistols in the lake and

_ henceforth mind their Bwn b:usineas. g

i g :

oF Taxarion. All labor usefal to the
C v 5 Iting in the production of anything

- valuable and permanent, depénds upon the protection
.- of the laborer in his right to the results of his labor, to

.. WTae EQuiry

tige, or to keep, or to transfer, or to exchange. 'The °
farmer needs-protection from-individuals or bodies of

| men who will take from him his riponed céapa after his
‘season’s toil.  The'man who builds him a home needs,
protection against being driven oft by stronger men
who wish to occupy it., The’ manufacturer needs pro-
‘tection against robbers who will take from him his
products, or burn his mills if they imagine it will help
them.—— oo e e

* This need’ul protection costs labor. . There must be

| some men who will-devote their whole time to it in

order to make it effective. - These :men must\receive

as much for their service as they would or other
squivalent labor.” @ =

Equity reguires that those who share the benefits of
the protection should pay the expenses. These expen-
ses must be distributéd in some mannér, and this dis-
tribution is called taxation. )However unjust the dis-
tribution may sometimes be in its details, whatever
extortion may be aasociated with it, and however
unjust it may 8een to enforce it, the fundamental prin-
ciple, considered without reference to abuses; is cer-
iffly equitable:’—{Henry-M. Parkhurst, in Lucifer.
The foregoing is a condensation of all the old
Blackstonian fallacies concerning the necessity of
the law as protection to useful individuals. Bat the
entire question is as far from facts and true philo-
sophy-as can well be imagined.

In the first place useful labor does not depend
upon’the protection of the producer in the enjoy- |
| ment-of thefrultsof lis labor. Should-all producers
refuse to produce unless secured the full enjoyment
of their products all production would immediately

| VERY SATISFACTORY.

| prejudices against anything which pertains to or savors

“ Corresp
_Copies of The Firebrand received. -The terms Com- __
munism and Anarchy, owing to my natural American’

of monarchy, has prevented a proper examination of the
ideas you'adyance. . .

In the issue of Oct. 18", the article Liberty and Prop-
erty is to me exceedingly satisfactory, because it brings”
the ordinary mind to a knowledge of its true relations,
to itself and others, which is so important in adjusting
our present financial'and political dissgreements.

1 shall send subscription for it, because it indicates
ability to go to the primary causes, and clearly trace
them to their legitimate or natural effects, which our
political reform papers have failed to.do.

How foolish to yell oppression, poverty, tyranny,
Gold bugs; and provide no remedy.: The living are
governed by the dead; old habits, old religions and
customs, until living thought has become largely a
thing of the past.. In my opinion,*Such as it is, civili-
zation and mental endowments have hecome such that
it is now necessary to rearrange the old ruleaofconduct,
and adopt those adapted to our individual and public,
or general-wants of the ‘present.

From his acts, both public and private, we learn that
man is ever discontented, and trying to improve and
change Nature’s laws, thinking such acts are to his
advantage.

The position The Firebrand
‘importance, and of su I
best minds of the present. 3

Is it possible that some minds will be able to concen-
tralte all discovered good into simple, clearly defined

cease; for at present only about onhe tenth of the
products of labor is enjoyed by the producers.

The assumption that the former, the home builder
and the manufacturers all need protection from foes
who would otherwise despoil them of their products
can have no foundation in anything but the christian
theory of “total depravity.” If that theory isadmit-
ted, then some of these depraved beings must be
hired to prevent the other depraved beings from
robbing and murdering each'other. &

1 deny the depravity theory. I assert the rise of
man from lower forms and less favorable conditions
to-his present formand conditions. I insist that all
actions are Lhe result of the play of environment
upon the organism of the person who acts. If this
is admitted then it is not a question of protection

* | but a question of environment, and of human tempe-

rament. Given an environment that makes possible
the gratification of all human needs by productive
efforts with our modern labor assisting machinery,
protection from such spoliation as M. P. suggests,
would not be necessary.

But even for argument’s sake, let us admit that
.some protection is necessary. If that is admitted
then it follows that thoss who need this protection
‘%hould in justice pay for it. To compel all others to
help pay the expense of this protection is in itself a
form of highway robbery, and who the devil is going
to protect us from that robbery—compulsory taxa-
tion?

1t is not a question of the just of unjust distibu-
tion of taxation, but the equitability of taxation.

If any one join a secret order, or voluntary assecia-
of any kind, he pays his taxes in such association
freely, or, if he chooses, withdraws, and the associa-
tion has no further power to tax him. Should said
assoclation undeitake to tax him against his will, he
would kick vigorously, and refuse to pay. It is the
same with the state. It has no right to assess taxes
and collect them by force.

That protection to property is needed now is evi-
dent, but that is because of mgnopoly and restricte
opportunities. . T

The State is the creator and upholder of all mono-
polies, and the State lives by taxation. So we sae
that it's the fact of taxation that creates the neces-
sity for protection: - hence it follows that the cure
for the mecessity for txaation is the abolition of tax-
ation.-. H. A.

—

Tax following numbers should send two centa:
1, 20, 26, 33, 179, 201, 230, 236, 279, 28_8_, 300, 3_?5, 363,
390, 428, 478, 487, 510, 521, 523, 538, 566, 607, 798, 813,
818, 902, 911, 982, and the following twelve centa.: 9._63,
70, 119, 192, 206, 211, 219, 233, 262, 282, 454, 477, 483,
544, 576, 580, 041,646, 687, 776, 78), 804, 3'31, 851, 861,
923, 936, 945, 953, 998, 1003, 1014, 10186, 1031.

=

rules of conduct, a8 in the days of Moses and Christ?
The acts of men repeat themselves. From all evi-
dence of the present, it ig;now time to repeat the good
of the past, Can youdo it? You may answer, I can
try. Very'well, let’s try it. In my next I will dwell
on the error of advanecigg the idea of intrinsic value in
gold. ‘AppisoN R. Trrue,
Dayton, Ohio.

Literature.” *

THE OLD AND THE NEW IDEAL. ' A SOLUTION OF THAT
PART OF THE B0CIAL QUESTION WHICH PERTAINS T0 Lov,
MARRIAGE AND BEXUAL INTERCOURSE. 5

The above is the title of a new book, hy Emil F Rue-
debusch, Itis a neat volume of 347 pages, printed on
fine book paper, large clear type, and bound in cloth
and paper. - Cloth edition one dollar, paper fiity cents.

Many books have been written on the subject of
tlove, courtship and marriage,” and sold in large num-
bers. The pulpit has r ded with ser isings on
these grave questions, phrenological and other lecturers
have wandered all over the country, delivering diser- -
tations on these topics—generally behind closed doors,
lecturing to each sex seperately—and discussions have
been carried on in the current literature until it would
seem that the subject was well nigh exhausted. But
in all this discussion there has been a sad lack of know-
ledge, of courage, and of plain presentation of facts and
arguments. - Every writer and speaker has treated it as
& ““delicate’” subject; one which cannot be treated with
the same disinterested as other questi Many,
it is true, have claimed to be free from superstitious.

reverence, from the influence of dogmatic training, and
frown fear of social disaproval, but their expressions
have shown this assumption to be groundless. Free
thinkers—so called—have raged around demanding the

right to think and to speak, but have drawn back horri-
fied when the free discussion of sex matters has been
proposed, and raised their voice in vigorous protest ™
when true freedom of thought h and action has
been proposed in tion with sex matt While
denouncing Christian’ marriage as foolish they have
endeavoured to substitute “‘secular” marriage, which in
practical operation amounts to the same thing,
Many men and women have had the courage to
denounce legal marriage, and declare that interference
by the State was as unjust a# by the.Church, Others
have called for complete liberty, but in nearly all cases
the old idea, that of ‘‘the love of the one man for the
one-woman,"” as Colonel In 1 terms it, dominated 1
their utt and their and no satisfactory
solution of the vexed question has yet been reached.’
But now comes this new treatise on this question, 3 é
shich is 8 revision and improvement on & bookin Ger- °
‘man, by the same author; published about one year
and a half ago, and is truly hing and invig 2

l} is written in-a calm and deliberate style, and there




- ——@annd simple, so plain that no one can fail to under-

. stand its meaning, and yet so simpl t.hnt no oﬂ'enen
—-can ‘be taken,
The author haa thrown away all lalse madesty, prud- |
ishness, ‘and delicacy, and deals with thie question with
the same frankness and candor as if treating any ordi-
nlry subject.
- _He nhnwu beyond re(nbanon the hnrmfulnes! of mis-
i inltmchng children, or keeping them ignorant of their
3 sex natures, and deals s8ome heavy hut well-deserved s .
blows to those pmlessed Freethinkers who continae to
uphold and promulgate Christian morals.

The author proceeds to show the fallacies and had
+effects of recognized morality, and lays bare the ground
~work of this morality. All this'is good, very good, but

. in the constructive part, in the part devoted to practical
plans-for the realization of the new ideal, thé non-pos-
ession of a person of the opposite sex, the b::l'x\v\_/_
especially' good.

, The author shows very Cleary that Love is not a one
thing, but that one may love another gexually, and
many others intellectually, or vice versa: That love is

- complex, and that the one who loves most is the nobl- {'sug]
the office of this committe expires. But we hope that
those comrades who are interested in the movement
and wish to advance the theories and principles of
Anarchist-Communism will continue the agitation

est and the happiest. Plans for various kinds of part-

* *  nerships are given, which if realised would give greater
security to the women and the children, and bring
greater joy, improved health and inore desirable con- -
ditions all around. P?

This is unquestionably the best book on the sex ques-

tion ever published, and I heartily recommend it to all, pra.cuonﬁln Tug COMMITTEE.
——and-feel-confident that il its plans were tried much (.
good -would-result, and a greater propaganda for : A Generous Oﬁ‘er.
. :woman;: emnlnc:}')ﬁh:;" be t;arned c::'thnn mt _posslhla COMRADES:
any other plan that has yet come to my notice.
yGop);es of ‘hpe book can beyha(! of The Fi};ehmnd, o I'here.make you an ol’f‘u to send 3 nice ﬂuwermg
of the author, Emil F. Ruedebusch, Mayville, Wis. plants per mail to any one who will send 10c to.The
Hewniy Appis. | Firebrand, or who sends 50¢ subscription to The

¢ Firebrand, and encloses 2¢ stamp for poitage of the

] Final Information ‘Concerning plants. They will be sent to any part of the U. 8.

. the Convention.

* At last we are able to impart the rather unpleasant
inf tion that the intended Convention for the 18t of
January cannot take place. The New York comrades
held a meeting to discuss the question and they have
thua decided. v L

It is clear that we started to agitate for it too ]ate
and hence we did not make it generally known, and
the comrades at large did not have sufficient time to
discuss the subject and decide how they should act in
the matter. Notwithdtanding this we are pleased to
note that the responses to our inquiries have been
numerous and of a very encouraging nature. All whe
wrote to us were in favor of it and expressed their
opinion that it is the only means to stimuldte the
Anarchiats to activity. Many French, German and
Bohemian papers have agitated and discussed the
question, some samples of which we have received,
and, as far as we know, all but the ‘‘Freiheit” were
strongly in favor of the measure. From Chicago and
Philadelphia we were informed that they will send
delegates to the Convention, from New Jersey, New
Yotk, and Connecticut there were sure to ‘bo some

* delegates. On the whole we think that the conclusion
that an Anarchist-Communist convention in the <~
~ United Btates is a proper and necessary thing at the

* present time is perfectly justifiable, and that the good | in our own social columns.
‘and isolated from one another.

resulting therefrom can hardly be estimated.
It may be observed that peculiar conceptions and
fancies concerning Anarchism and Communism have

. worked their way into the minds of a great many of ; Receipts.
T the comrades; and-if their fallacy and error on the one Radiosler Arbeiter Bund, New York City ”;030 Thlebk::;:‘l
=+~ hand, and what little tmlh thefe may be in.them on Schmdm&hwrhi. T E:Io‘mm sIs'oh :\mn‘barg'

and.d ted

have bein attempted at the Conveh?’on. for under no _

np doubt some agreement and undgrsrmidmg arrived
at.

a8 J. Most has expressed.
is not such-as may vonveniently be ignored, as has
been done by the “‘Freiheit,” and we must add that
it is not & very manly way of dealing with a problem.

few mont_}ns hence.

hardy plants.
near what the customers want as I can spare. This
I oan do for The Firebrand, and-do it w:lhagly.

anxious for all who msh to continue gettmg the
paper to let us know,’
time, labor and postage, and while we de not wish ,_
to cut any one off who desires the paper, still we
cannot afford to send it to those who do not care
enough for it to let us know.
_| eight pages with No. 1 of Vol. 3, and the subscrip-
tion price raised to one dollar per year, and we ask
all comrades who can do so, to take this into consid-
emtlon

“Ironclad Age” to communicate with me at once. An
effort is being made to establish a small paper upon
.| ita well known principles where we can all meet agnm

tad

other ci t can it be More-:
over, we would formulate plans for our further activity, | &5}
and would discuss ways and means for further agita-
tion and pmmnhon—el—on:-uluah We would have

delerming
‘far tiiey can be nnited i in order to.obtain mnost satis-
factory results, and we might have determined how
1ar we ought to participate in the current political
and Social topics of the day and how far we are to
abstain from them.

These and many-other things tha.t are not touched X
upon by the Anarchist papers, and seldom diseussed
in our circles, all-of which‘nre extremely jmportant,
would have been 1i d at the Co ition, and,

But it was no.one’s ided to put down iron rules
for one or many, as one or L{o men have feared and
We)think that this matter

It takes time, muney and continued effort to bring

“project to-a-succesful issue, and-for the present

or a General Convention and will bring it about in a
Our aid will be rendered whenever

I have roses, bulbs, house-plants and outdoor
I will choose the plants and send as

REINHOLD HOFFMAN.
768 Gluan St.reet, Portland, Oregoh.

:Attentl;n Comrades!

MANY subscriptions have now expired, and weare

Every-paper semt.out costs us

It will be enlarged to

A A Card.

_Mfar-our efforts mu.st be united and how |

~-God-and ¢

melllu tha hope of N

Rasistance “un work. The mmﬂ Yion rlee ummm

filty centa & year, though in reality it is voluntary, for many

mundl pay more than the snbseription_price, and we send it to
who desire it, even if they teel able to pay only a few cents

or nothi.n atall. If yon receive the paper without having or-

dered it, do not he-lute to ueeept -.m! md it, as no bille are.

eversentout.

Tailtjemy;
To 11k FR1ENDS OF THE FIREERAND — For the benefit of this
paper, I will rend instructions for mountipg and preserviug
nny sized bird, from & hummer to an eagle without skinning,
to any one sending twenty-five rer ls to The Firebrand and &

4 self-addressed, stamped envelope to m

P.B.— After recelvlng ik, if yoor ecnndem-e troubles you for
roeaivinx 50 much for so liitle you can remit something to
sender. Address, ED GORE. Warren, Minn.

FIREBRAND LIBRARY.

In lots of ten or more, five-cen’ pamphlets farnished at
three cents each.

Alriculture By Peter Kropotkine
Anarchism and Violence. By L. 8. Bevington..
Let us be Just. By W. 'lchnrluwﬂ' {Au open letter

Dechl ]
The Wuge System. By Peter Kropotkin .
Expmprlnunn By Peter Kropotki
r'alk About Amrchlut Communism. By .Mnhtesll
- 8 b lLy Paris A
n Ben necunutr 8 Bevlngn)n

-Com:
A Plel. ror Aparchist (.‘.ummnnlum By W.
Bases of An%m% m: Hi uum.ul Pmlosophml nna

¥ on

nomical. By Willlam Holm
Mi

Anarchist
Revolution. Ky
Social Democracy 1n Germm{ By G.'Landaue
Liberty Lyrics. By L. 8 n

loclll sm in Danger. B

L)n the Dyeﬁnltlon Y{
Anarchist l(onlix.y By Peter Kropotkin
Monopoly, or, How Labor is Robbed. By Wﬂliam Horrtu
Evolution and Revolution, By Elisee Reclus. ....
Anarchism in Bocialistic Evoluﬂon By Psr.er K.
Wants and their Gratification. By Henry Addi
A Becret and Confidential Addren Gavroeh
‘Useful Work vs. Useless Toil: ltlnm Morr!
Trm,'t and llllE Bociety. B wm Am Morrll.
Box a Farce.
Anlrehim vE. State Banumm. ‘BrG B haw. @op.
Albert R. Parsons’ Book on Anarchism, Its Philosophy and
al Eugl Edmnnn lnd.-
Pound in eloth and gil

Bom

Life of .Ilbe R. Parsons, with i‘*:ﬂe! Hmorl;- of the [.nhor\
Movement in America, Beautifully illustrated and nice-
1y bound; 290 OCLAVO DAEES,.........¢.e0nmsernsosasenen PR %6

The two boon last named are d d, but readabl

-
&

Mrs. Waisbrooker’s Books.

My Century Plant ........... 81,
The Occult * ¥

aszE

uﬂon

Those w! dy the Bex Queati
food for t.houm in: tho l'bovo Tour books.
Grandmother’s Lahon- to Men, Young and Old, on the

Basic P :¢ OSSR 31 ]

Oné has bu twmﬂmelboveundchenbehldth t
tal department objects to ita eircul-tlun, to ree how:m&gl': m
ernment stands in the way of human h;

Bend oxden to The Firebtand, Box mp'f’onnna Or,

on will find nnpla

Other Books on Séx Relation.

Diana, s Psycho-Physiological Essay on Sexnal Relations. 25
’l‘lll.l on Nature, Imgorun Information for both &exes,
A Trestise o tructure, Funetions and pluionnl
Altnmlonl ol Men and Women. Nicely bou d...
Anything More, My Lord? By Lois Waisbrooker ..

THE FIREBRAN D’S AGENTS.

The following nlmed “reuonu will receive and receipt for
sub. lons for The Firebrand.
Chi .. .- Chulot L. Bodendyke, 1140 Milwaukee Avenue.
C. Pluetzner, 289 Tu)lor Btreet.
New York Clty.—[ Rudash, 60 Rivington Street.
Buffalo, N. ¥.—G. Lang, HGr Btreet,

I wouLp like every old subscriber to the def

.—L. Rabotnik, 731 Plover Street.
Baltimore, Md.—B. Mnﬂdlz. 1141 East Lombard Street.

Asitis, we are sef

E. E. Gore, sec. A & A. Warren, Minn.

e, M. )ﬂower.ﬂﬁhud&u. h Umbwh Olders,

- the other, would be di d , we
"~ feel certain that our theories would becomé much
" clearer, more preceptible, and more like scientific
* principles. Thie would have been one of the things
_for discussion at the Convention‘and if that.nuch were
. accomplished it mlght. have. wnunwdly disbanded in
* the hope of g again and plishing as much
- -in the future. .  But this would not have baen all.~ We
mld have had ‘reports from'all over the United States;
|- we would know how we stand, what influence we have
b ~*on the people; we would know whether we ‘progress or
L. __regrees, whether we davelop of decay. We would have
f -exchanged ideas, weé ’d have heard each other’s opin-
innn, and I ’d not be the least surprised to find great,
ions in our c ti of Liberty, Free-Society,

Turkelhub Ep.hl

for Tug FIREBRAND, a8 follows:

The Old and the New Ideal.

| Cloth, nicely bound $1.00.

Printing-Press Fund.
Recevep, for the purpose of buymg a pfinting press

anlom) acknowledged
gullud lor the articles donated hy different Lem

A Splem'ild Book.

" A Solution of that part of the
Social Question which pertaius to Love, Marriage and Sexual
Intercourse. . By Emil F-Ruedebusch. ~Paper cover 50 centa.
- ©rder from The Flrebrand. \

. Communism and the like, * The mcum-thnn of these.
- differences of opinion, ought to be a matter of extreme

importance with us if we would place Anarchiat-Com-,

unlnm foremoqt ln Socmi chnce, and this would -

~“Sample Copies.

London, Esg.—Tom Reece, 19 Ifield Road. Fulham Road, 8w.
ADVERTISEMENTS.
Anacrhist H » in San F) 1282} Folsom St.

Open every evening from 7 till 10 P M,

The Iderende-l. Educational Club meets every Bunday
evanin.. at7:30 p. m. at 1927 E Bt., Tacoma, W.

¢ Pesples Union, a free discussion eluh. meets every Bun-
dly evening at 935 Westminster 5t., Providence, R.

lnlennlonl Gnld)
ton Square, New York City, every Monday ns 30 p m

Radieal Literature of all kinds, including Enflllh periodi-
m-, can be found at the news stand of comrade I Rudash, Cor,
Essex & Division Streets, New York City.

lndenndnt Theatre (Frele l-el-e), will be opened in

Shoenhofers Hall, Cor. Milwatukee and Ashland Ave!
chlu;ohm. Details will be given by Otto chberl von Gogh

Delnicke Listy is an elgm page Anarchist weekl& aper,

Dnbl.llhsd in the Bohemjan language at New York % 266 Ave.
B by the Internatfonal Workingmen Association of America.
Send for sample copy

““The Famous Nothern White Owl” make a buuu!ul
attraction for the Parlor, office or counting room. Sent
lrprovu to reliable parties. Ad.dreu for prices and !nll d.lu:rlp
n. Gon .ulda
‘Warren, Mlnn.

The Alarm is an Anarchist weekly paper for the workers and
is published at 98 Judd Street, Euston Road, London, England.
coniatoa fmelvs Gofuan e st
welve columns of eye-opening and thou; V0!
matter. Two cents weekly, or sent l-brough the po‘l: ﬂ‘;rnnn o
doll-r & year. With The ehr-.nd $1 ;
The Altruist is a monthl, T :nued the Altruist .
munny. ol El. Louis, whnleympe.ggen hold nﬁ m:u- mpel"l;:":1
en and women have equal riqg
rent;

‘We send out each week large numbers of sample coples, and
lor this purpose we ask friends to send names o! ?penom likely
interested. The receiptofa ngplampy has no other sig-

p

d both m:
dee?.!e aﬁ me[r buallnal nﬁt’lirl bi ?aljomy vote. ; -five’
sample copy {ree. ress, A. Longley, 281!
Olive St St. Louts, Mo, e i

'ﬂ
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