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The Spider and the Bee,
(A Tale for the Times.)

HE had closed his volume.of theorie;
" He rose from his restful reverie—
- ““The world must be saved by sympathie.’”

He wandered forth in the summery air
Naqt_much he knew of the stress of care
~-And nothing at all of the thing—Despair.

~ Pain was ‘“‘pain,”” and four letters long;
*‘Sympathy’ said so ’twixt song and song.

In a rose-bush a spider’s net spied he,
So neat, so clever, ro orderlie;
And, lo! in its meshes a honey bee.

The spider wagl large and her web was tough ;
She watched till the bee had atrugﬁg.led enough
Before it was worth her while to’be rough.

But a hole in her institution, you see,
Must never be made by struggles of bee;
Oh, preposterous thought! Oh, catastrophe!

So she rushed, and she clutched, and she bit, and
she wove,

Asg spiders will weave whose ancestors throve:

And vainly the bee in its agony strove.

: And he who stood by felt his sympathie
" Enulisted for spider, enlisted for bee—
“I wish you may both—survive (?)" said he.

.0 grand old Nature! who gives reward,
“And honey 6 busy bees doth afford,
And honey and bee to the spider’s hoard.

Oh, poor bee| buzzing in vain, in vain,
1 sympathise, too, in your arduous strain !
May bees of the future escape such pain!

To free you by Force were a serious wrong,
For spiders have lived in that way so long
They “‘work’ at their nets, eo neat, so strong.

Besides, Coercion !—so wicked, you see!—
To compel that fat spider to set you free
Were “in principle” evil, for you and for me.

Be sure I am sorry ; perhaps some day
Spiders will cease to subsist on prey,
Or honey bees fly no more in their way.

So the sun went down, and the spider fed
On the agonised honey bee not yet dead ;
And rympathy sighed, and went home to bed.

What of the tale? Well, it isn’t exact;
Yet it hints at an ugly and pitiful fact.
“Philosophy”’ severing language from fact—

Sympathy’s name is a shibboleth spoken ;
Dreams of web-spinners he speedily broken !—
This story one tiny superfluous token.

—[L. 8. Bevington.

Propagandising.

WHEN we look arotrad us.and see the appalling
ignorance of the vast majority of fellow humans, ;
and the tremendous hold.on the public mind that
popular superstitions and errors have, one is apt to

" ask himself or hergelf, is the “game worth the can-

dle?” Is not the task all out of proportion to the
results which may reasorably be hopad for? That

many earnest workers have asked themselves this -

question and answered it against further work of
propaganda is shown by their dtopping out of the
ranks and becoming discontected with all propa-
ganda efforts. :

_ Ifwe but lcok at one side of the question, taking
into account the forces at work against us, and com-
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paring that to what influence We can exert, person-

ally, then we have reason to become discouraged and
give up the fight, unless possessed of an immense
amount of egoism and hopefulness, a combination
of which can pit one person against every other
person in the world with perfect assurance of suc-
cess. Very few persons, however, are possessed of
such & mental make up, so'they cannot look at the
work to be done and then at their own powers
ane without becoming pessimistic; as sofmé erst-"
while propagandists who having tried their
strength against the dead wgight of inertia, which
prevents any rapid changes, and having failed to
make the impression they hoped for, have goné and
grown pessimistic and indifferent.

Some hasten to have a realization of their hopes,
and grow eager in their work, and expectant.

Days glide by; weeks and months slip away and
they grow more and more in a hurry to see some-
thing happen; they cannot wait. They know that
in their immediate vacinity there is a vast major-
ity who have never professed to agree with them,
but they are quite confident that lots of them,
large numbers who they themselves don’t suspect,
are ready and anxious for the change, for a_sudden
and sweeping change, and théy look with the
utmost confidence to the other quarters of the
globe for an immediate and radical movement, but
their zeal and their sanguine disposition combine
to give them too roseate a view of affairs, and

the weary years drag by and the expected changes
dont come. Legislatures meét and act more foolish
than ever, and yet nothing happens, and their
enthusiasm oozes out and they drop outof the
work diecouraged and disgusted. Others become
less enthusiastic, and their viiion clears, and they
work on not looking for an immediate realization
of their dreams of peace, prosperity and freedom,
but sanguine as ever that by and by it will be
realized.

When viewing conditions from a standpoint of
inquisitiveness, and taking in, as nearly as possible
all the factors, both for and against, that wicld an
influence in the remodeling of eociety, all these
views are eaeily discerned, and it is easily seen why
some persons should take such views, and act upon
them, but, owing to the partial survey of the field-
of action of those who hold these views, they can-
not see and understand the mental attitude of the
one holding as different a view of the question as
a pessimist does from that of an optomist. But to
one who takes a ecomprehensive view of the situa-
tion, the attitude of the optomist ahd that of the
pessimist are both explicable, and an understand-
ing of conditions gained that prevents the errors
into which both the pessimist and the optomist
have fallen. And it is quite necessary that these
errors be avoided if the work “of propaganda is:to be
*'carried on-successfully.

The work of Anarchist propagsnda is'a hercu-
lian task, to all who undertake it, and it is well
enough for propagandists to realize this fact, for if
they do, they will not expect too much all at once.
It is immense, and the effort of one person isolated
fmnl: all others would have but liftle effect.

Equul efforts by u multitude would quickly make

“| the work effective. . No one works absolutely alone,

but it is useless to expect to unite n multitude of
workers, for they are scattered all over the world,
and are so conditioned that knowledge of each
other, and an understanding of the peculiar condi-
tions under which the others labor, and their
opportunity to work in any given way, thus pre-
‘eiuding #ny possibility of united and Gniform-vork.
Taking all these considerations into account it
goes without further question that the ‘methods of
action and states of mind before described, are not
securely based, and that some foundation other
than personal desire and optomistic enthusiasm, is
essential to an abiding faith in the ultincate suc-
cess of our efforts.

To correctly estimate-the effect of our propa-
ganda wopk we must not only look for the results,
but must also compare onr work, and the expected
results with the processes of destruction and recon-
struction going on in nature all around us. “We
see that social conditions and governmental powers
depend largely upon the mental state of the, per-
sons living in these conditions. We conclude then
that it is very essential that the opinions of those
who differ with us must by some means be changed.
We see that it is a big job, as we have a thousand
editors, pulpit pounders and éuchers endeavoring
to inculeate and perpetuate present notions and
beliefs. But the very fact that so many ure
required to foster beliefs that we are all taught
from childhood betrays their inherent weakness,

80 we bave no reason to despair of finally over-
coming them. So far as overwhelming numbers
are concerned, that is not an insurmountable
barrier; any more than is the immense number of
trees in a forest to be cleared, The woodsman
chops down one tree at a time, and tree by tree the
forest falls. We lead one poor soul to the light and
immediately begin work on another. From among
the converts some propagandists are sure to devel-
ope, and they in turn begin to clear away the pre-
judices that stand in the way of a realization of
freedom. It is as if some of the trees of the forest
became axmen and began felling other trees.

So far as unity of action is concerned, those who
deem it necessary to have conformity in order to
have unity have ever tried to organize all the
adherents of their school of thought into a “com-
pact body,” hoping thereby to accomplish uniform-
ity of-methods, believing that to be the only ~
method of securing unity of action. As before
stated this is impracticable and undesirable, as
well as unnecessary. When any number{vf per-
sons are working for the same end, hoping for
wexactly the same results, they are working unitedly,
and their work will be iofluenced largely by the.
conditions under which they labor. Ifanew region
is being brought under cultivation those living on
the plains will “prarie break,” while those who
settle in the woods will “clear land,” and the

 dwellers in the arid strips will construct irrigation’

ditchee;but the result of it all will be the taining
of the wilderness into a cultivated area. Justso
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in the work of propaganda. We cannot all work
“at the same particular propagandistic undertak-
ing, but each one can do his or her part of the
work according to tonditions by which they are

_ surronrided. Because we are scattered is no reason

to be discouraged or to slack our efforts,

Most of the great changes in the organic and
inorganic world have come about bit by bit.
Worlds have been formed by the slow accumulation
of cosmic dust. __Ih!r!t!:lllly dripping of water will
wear away l.hé hardest ut.unc, and a few cheese
mites though placed at (x,pponue sides of the largest
cheese will in time destroy it. Thus in propaganda
we know that while we are doing a little in our
locality:some one else is dping a little in their's to
destroy superstitivus reverence lor the government,,
and if we destroy it in the minds of a few, and
sonie of them begin the work of destroying it in

} the minds of others, it is only a question of time

until we will have destroyed it all. Little by little

old notions give way and if the propagandist is
ever ready to present the new and beautiful ideal of

Anarchy there is no question as to the final out-

come. ;

Gradually, as the prejudice against our theories
gives way practica! experiments can be made, and
the axpe?icnca gained thereby will be very valuable
in throwing light ypon féGonstructive efforts as
i -greater freedom from old ideas is gained. Viewing
T the working of propagandi in this Tight there is no
Ea reason to despair, to cease or elacken our efforts,

nor yet to expect any sudden or immediate realiza-

f tion of our ideal. Little by little we can destroy

B . the mental barriera to liberty, and little by little

': " institute conditions more in conforpity to our

wishes. Some day the upholders of government

will find themselves unable to longer force dheir
fetich upon others and the thing will go out of
existence.” Its dying days will undoubtly be marked

; by violent and spasmotic efforts to maintain its

B - existence, but as surcly as the.propaganda of An-

g archy hias grown and spread until its theories are
understood generally, just so surely will its end
come, no matter how much violence it may exer-
cise in its effort to perpetuate itself.

On with the propaganda, no matter how insigni-
ficant our efforts mayscem. Every effort adds

_ that much to the total, and in the end our aim-is

: wmpﬁshed. . HEeNRY ADDIS,

-
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Thlngs and Thoughts,

Lapor Unioxs have been howling for anti-trust laws
B and denouncing class legislation all in one time and

! two motions. But liaving got their anti-trust laws
they now eagerly seek some one to “*help them let go.”
The Cleveland Central Labor Union recently passed a
resolution with a “‘whereas”” which stated that ‘‘fool
legislatures are grinding out laws making ti

those who are insipient Anarchists have, for the most
part, been impelled toward Anarchy by plutocracy
and authority. Addis then overlooks the fact that
though- Marsh has not been made an Anarchist by
either plutocracy or authority, neither has Addis and
The Firebrand made an Anarchist of him. So Addis
scores nothing against me on that, and I will cheer-
folly allow him to put it that the forces I mentioned
“‘only prepare the goil.”” - A close reading of the para-
graph he criticised will show that I practically said
the same, a8 I stated the seeds planted needed cultiva-
ting by Anarchista.” And I say that until the soil is pre-
pared and seeds are planted no amonnt of cultivating
will prodoce a crop. That was what iled Marsh,

He has not been squeezed enough by Shylock yet.
Addis cultivated him without planting seeds or tilling
the goil beforehand. *

LA

*Tuk enactment of the Ten Commandments into
statute law appears to one of the profound legislators
of Kansas to be a pressing need of these degenerate
days. Accordingly, in apparent good faith, he,hg
drawn up a cutrious bill which begins as follows:

‘* ‘Be it inacted by the legislature of the state of
Kangas—

** ‘Section 1. Thou shalt have no other gods before

me.

‘* ‘Section 2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven 1mnge.” ete.
Thus the law runs on until the Decalogue is ﬁmahed
and then come the penalties:
For having another god, fine, $1,000.
For-making a-graver iniage,-one year-in.the peni-
tentiary and a fine of $1,000.
For taking the name of the Lord in vain am.rlor not
observing thre Sabbath day, fine, §500.
For not honoring father and mu';hex six months in
the penitentiary and a fine of $500
5 l:l:i)r committing muarder, hangin g, by the neck until
For adultery, penitentiary for hfe.
For stealing, fine or imprisonment in the discretion
of the court.
For bearing false witness, imprisonment in t.he dis-
c»ation-of the court.
For coveting thy neighbor’s house, his wife, hla
servant, his maid, or his ass, fine and 1mpr;sonmant,
in the discretion of the court.
The idea of religion that seems to have suggested this
law is not, we grieve to say, altogether new, tho we~
supposed it was by this time obsolete. History is full
of cases where the adherents of a religion have sup-
posed that the proper thing to do with those whose
religious notions were different was to club them over
the head, or hang them, or burn them. Mohammed
and his followers are not the only ones who have
thought that the right way to open a man’s heart to
the light was with the edge of a sword. This is
evidently the philosophy of the Kansas legislator.
If a man has any other god, fine him $1,000 and
make him thereby change to the right God. If
he covets his neighbor’s blessings, put him in jail and
thereby fill his heart.with goodness. This Kangas
man has plenty of precedents in history, and if he
makes a speach for his bill can quote in it some
nnpresaive authorities, Protestant, Catholic and

in the industrial field-illegal,"” etc. They have also _
discovered that such laws “‘mean to interfere with
combination; which is every American citizens right,
be he capitalist or laborer.”

dan. Thank the Lord th® world has grown
s0 far out of that miserable old condition that a man
who proposes even a mild form of the method that
blahopa and chief justices and sovereigns used to

y, i8 looked upon as & freak—which

Yes, and the fact also applies to non-citi .1

‘will go further, and eay that this is true of aLL laws.
)/ * » *

AxD yot law, in and of itseli, like-money, is-useless
and harmiess.  The powér of both money and law—
equallycreated by flat—is that these fiats are backed

% up by force and fraud. Being wrong in intent u:;{
could not, of themselves, last for a day if the for

- behind them were to fail—and were the people freed

~ from reverence for rotten custom. For law ia the

he is, if he is not a first-clase humorist.”

The above apparently liberal-minded article was
taken from the New York Voice, a prohibition organ.
| You see its liberality stops with a jerk when another
man’s right to decide whether to take root beer or
bock comes up for discussion. Queer critics of intol-
|eratce. Something like the Anarchists(?) who

.| oppose free thought and free love.

Zapsax THE DrREAMER,

upmnion of the bally. It is, like a lie, irresponsibl
blame for its existence; the fault lies with u:a
lhr d the Jawmaker, who may make of both law
and lie instruments of evil. A law ant could not be
enforced could not hurt a fly. =
-

- Iseem to have hru-hsd eumnde Addie’ fur the

" itarians were making more Anarchists than are the
nm:hhu themulvaa. But Addis, in replying,
 makes two serious mistakes. Firat, in ing that
I -larulm. the Nebraska'man, Marsh, is an Anar-

‘wrong way in insisting that the plutocrate ‘and sutbor-

ch‘htﬁn embryo. "1 donot. Iam well aware the bulk

Variety.,—A Woman’s View.
" I have long intended to d to the request to
write a few lines in defense of variety in the sexual
relations, but have put it off from time to time, until
reading “‘Athenia’s” article on that subject, which

It is strange that men and women who hont of baing
free from religi retition, cling eo t iously
to this one remaining  relic of & bubuoul religious
code.-

* The Dreamer must have dreamt that I had “cultivated”
Marah as the nute refered to thows that Marsh addressed his -

_of the Populists and ssemuu( ?)are not at all. Anar-’
suthoritarians, Whn 1 do inaist is thut

brother, who had sent him a copy of The Firebrand.

They say to the Christian who criticises their pecu-
liar unbelief, “Oh|} we do not accept your suppersti-
tions, but we are just as moral as you are.” Granted,
we are. Yes and more so. But what constitutes true
morality? We do not ““bear false witness against
our nelgllbo.r." We do not steal. We do not malic-
iously i ln_;ura any one. We do not cheat in bargains.
We do not gossip to the injury of our neighbors. We
pay-our debts jost as far as we possibly can. All these
pertain to morality. But the religionist ignores all
these virtues, all this essence of true morality, and
agks, “"But what about your sexual relations? Youa
may be exemplary in all else, but if you transgress our
holy (?) laws regarding sex, you are the vilest of the
vile. You are more immoral than he who robs, lies,
cheats, or even murders. The robber or musderer
may repent, or there may have been mitigating cir-
cumstances, and society may overlook his crimes, but
asexual ontcast can never be restored to respectability.
It wonld be encouraging ‘sin’ if we condoned such
offences.”” My answer ig;
ever to do with my sexual relations, so long as I do
not infringe your rights. If I am an honest, consci-

as practicable, you have no more right to meddle with
my sexual affairs, than you have with my private
business matters, or my personal habits in eating or
dressing. You have no more right to say with whom I
shall, or shall not consort, than you have to say what
brand of flour 1 shall purchase, or what style of dress

I shall wear. Thkat is a purely pers(ina} matter and
concerns no one but the persons immediately interest-

belongs to Tom, Dick, or Harry. That is wy affair,
and that of the one who assists me in the support of
the child, provided I need such help. If I do not,
then it is solely my own affair.

It is being demonstrated, daily, that there is a natu-
ral law which impels both men and women to disre-
gard this law of *God and Grundy" which binds a
woman to one man for a lifetime. And so-calied
“‘Freethinkers” should be the first to investigate all
these evidencer of hamanity’s,needs, and see whether
or not there are scientific reasons for these transgres-
sions of social laws. They, who.huve discarded the
theory of tatal depravity, should not attribute these
outbreake’to “pure cussedness,”

To the good christian, their religious views are as
shocking as the freelover’s are to them. Why not
make a study of the scientific principles of sexology,
with all its different phases of temperament, magneta-
tion etc., and resolve to stand by the truth, no matter
where it leads. Truth cannot err. If it can be demon-
strated, scientifically (and it can!) that variety in sex
intercourse is as necessary to the health and happiness
of the race, as variety in food, work, or amusements,
then the honest freethinker must revise his code of
morals to fit the newer education, for his aim is to
secure the good of humanity here and now. We do
not expect anything better of the christian, for, at his
first step in advance he “bumps up against’ a “thus
saith the Lord,” and what are humanity’s needs to

“thim in comparison to the saving of his own little sonl?

One who can consent to become a full-feathered angel
and twang a harp in the New Jerusalem while his
father, mother, brother, sister, or child roasts in
Hades cannot be expected to take any risks for the
sake of the race. But we have a right to expect more
consistent consideration of the question on the part of
the freethinker, Not long ago, the man who indulged
in profanity was considered immoral. In fact he is
still so considered by good christians. But free
thinkers know that, while such language may denote
lack of refinemént, it has nothing to do with morals.
It is singular that they cannot see that violating the
seventh commandment, if imapelled to do so by natu-
ral law is no more an immoral act than violating the
second. And honest investigation, with a Jesire to
establish the truth, will show that there is no natural
tlaw that demands monogamy, any more than thereis a
natural law that makes it wrong to eat several differ-
ent kinds of food, or to enjoy severallifferent varieties
of games, or styles of dress. If we go to a party and

s - | select one partner for the dance and stick to that
bae quickened the impulse, and,I will wait no longer. - P at one

the whole evening we are laughed at. If we learn one
song and eing it on every occasion we bore our friends,
and they wonder at our taste. If we go to gee & certain
play every time that particular tronpe visits our town,
and refuse to see any other, our friends will think us
foolish, bigoted etc. They deplore our want of sense
and regret that our lives are so narrow. They beg us
to go once, at least, tomthmhvnrih play, then if

You have nothinjg what- —

entious neighbor; if I practice the Golden Rule as far _

ed. It is none of suciety’s business whethér my/child




_‘our real needs.

““good can come of force is to acknowledge just what

" nent good. “England and her provinces are as free as

‘and peaceful means.”

THE FIREBRAND
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we don’t like it we need not go again. But they know
we are not competent to judge of a play if we have
never seen any other. Now, why should we be so
exclusively constant to one sexmate regardless of
every natural law, while admitting the benefits, and
necessity of variety in everything else? Just how
much variety, or.just what form it will take must
depend on individual temperament and environment.
What we need is liberty to investigate, to experiment
if we so desire, in order to arrive at the exact statns of
Sur T And it is my honest opinion that
ander freedom-there would be less variety in full sex
union practiced, than there is with so many prohib-
itory laws that do not prohibit. And one great gain
would be the lessening of the number of hy pocrites
who must now resort to every device to escape the
condemnation they would receive from society, were

their real lives laid bare.
STELLA STARDBRIGUT.

Love and Passive Resistanece
Again.

Ix The Firebrand of April 11, comrade A. 1. assumes
to criticize my article in the previons number where [
say, ‘*What right have I to cause pain to any one by
thorght or action?”” I may have been careless in the
use of terms to express my thoughts in what [ have
written, presuming too much upon the understanding
of my readers: Language is so imperfect a medinm
through which to communicate thought that diversi-
ties of opinion are prevalent even among comrades
aiming at the same great end—freedom. How many
attach the same meaning tv the terms Communism,
Socialism, or even Anarchy—even among Anarchists?
I have learned to be tolerant, charitable and void of
acrimony towards others whose language, if culled by
a captious critic, might be construed to differ from me

1 repeat, ““What right have I to cause pain to any
one by thought or action?"” “Thoughts may be things.
I may injure a person by thinking evil of him or by
hating bim. Coneidering that had I been organized,
educated and environed just as any other person, I
should have thought and acted just as he did and [
would be very inconsistent to intentionally cause pain
to him; just as inconsistent as the man who wants to
to govern others, but complains if his freedom is
restricted.

For the reason that I deny the right to hate another,
I the more persuade by word and pen. As I have eaid,
the more{aith people have in physical force to rid the
world of evil, the less they exercise reason, persuasion
and love. I am persuaded that under Anarchy moral
force would be ten times as powerful as now.

If I incidentally pain some one's mind by exercising
my natural right to think and express my thoughts,
when I infringe not the equal freedom of any one else,
it is not intentional, and 1 am doing to others ag I
would Have others do to me. I am tolerant and hospi-
table to strange thoughts as well as strange persons.(1)

A. 1. saya he never observed that evils spring up in
the place of evila abolished by force. The idea was
not original with me, but I have observed it ever
since I read it in Herbert Spencer’s ‘‘Social Statics.”
The *‘onus probandi” (the burden of proving) rests
with A. L. to show a single instance where good came
by force—evil. It is contrary to nature. To say that

authoritarians claim. It is questionable whether our
forefathers in their revolutionary struggles, notwith-
standing they acted on the defengive, did any perma-

we are go far as government is concerned, The péople
of her provinces are a little freer for the reason that
mgre free land is accessible. The Negroes were freed
from chattel slavery but plunged into a greater slavery
to the landlord, the capitalist and to government. (2)
Intemperance is mitigated by force of law, but
perjury, stealth and litigations are more frequent
because of the law. A. L. asks me to ‘‘point out whére
and when elaveg got rid of their chainy through love
I do not know that love has
ever been tried by slaves, but slavery was abolished
in Hayti, Brazil, and some other countries without
force and serfdom in Russia was abolished without
force, but by the natural evolation of the sentiment of
freedom.(3) I would ask A. I. to point out whiere and
when slaves got their freedom through force?{4) As
an’ Anarchist I look for no redemption from govern-
ment except through evolution by education as one of
the factors. The sooner we dissipate the false impres-
sion that A hists pr to ise physical force
oo the more susseptible will,
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the peoples minds be to the great truth of Anarchy.(5)
A. 1. leaves the impression that he favors at some
time a forcetul r to gover Pagsive
resistance to government is admissable, but forceful
never.(8) J. C. Barxrs,

1. Be consistent and logical, comrade, and the
English language will be guite sufficent to be under-
stood. First you deny tbe right to cause pain to
anybody, making no proviso, and then you make a
proviso by saying if you do canse pain it is not in-
tentional, as you only exercise your **natural right”
and “infringe not the equal freedom of others.”
When you attack the church or our present institu-
tions you are well aware that it will cause pain to a
sincere church-member or upholder of our govern-
ment, consequently you do so intentionally and are
inconsistent. On the other hand, when certain indi-
viduals or society infringe my freedom and I happen
to have enough spirit of indeperi‘djnce to throw
those that infringe my freedom“*overboard’ by
force, if they would not let me have freedom other-
wise, I simply ‘‘exercise my natural right’’, and 1
am doing to others as I would others should do to
me.” I, too, have learned {o be tolerant towards
others and understand why they act as they do, but
that does not imply that I most not hate the deeds,
or that I must not resist by all means when they try
to inflict cruelties upon me. I can understand why
a tiger would choose to take me for his dinner, but I
would hate his cboice and not hesitate a moment to
resist by force. Whenever the oppressed have used
force they acted in self-defense-—-exercised their
“natural right.”

2. I have never claimed that “‘good could come
from force,” but I do claim—most emphatically—
that the oppressed will free themselves through
force as soon as they recognize their natural right. I
still insist on my statement in my comment, that the
slaves did not fail to free themselves becauseé they
used force, but because they were too modest in their
demands, being ignorant of their “‘natural right.”
Certainly there is as much or more liberty in Eog-
land than there is in America, but how much blood
has there been shed to gain even that much? But
the people in its provinces are more loyal than are
the people at home. Comrade Andréws in Australia
was imprisoned for printing pamphlets and Cinada
is afraid even of the harmless Truth Seeker.

3. In Drazil chattel slavery was not abolished by
1 he natural evolution of the sentiment of freedom:"
it was purely a matter of commercialism. The
tilaveholders could not compete anymore with those
that hired Ttalians anid this fact strenghtened the
“sentiment of freedom™ very rapidly. On the other
hand, the death-rate among the cruel and tyrannical
masters had become so great that the more prudent
considered it advisable to get rid of that kind of
quiet passive resistance. Don Pedro was simply
urged by the slaveholders themse!ves to issue a proc-
lamation for the reasons given above. But it is still
worse to say that Russia has abolished serfdom by
peaceful means. O sacred simplicity! Does Com-
rade Barnes know how many young and noble men
there weré hanged and sent to Siberia for advocating
the liberation of the slaves? The serfs rebelled and
rioted here and there, but such acts of despair were
suppressed by the government in such cruel manner
that the serfs thought it prudent to resist in a more
quiet but more effective way. They would visit
their masters at nights—being disguised -and tell
them to treal their subjects more human, ete. If
such warnings had not the desired effect, Mr. So and
80 would be found in the morning with his feet aud
hands cut off, his abdomen slit, or castmbe'd. Such
deeds became 80 universal that Alexander II. was
urged by the serfholders to liberate the serfs.

4, The masses have never fought for complete
freedom, as far as I know, consequently have not
attained it. But in many instances they got what
they demanded. That the changes which revolutions
brought about had not the looked for results is due
to the fact that the cause of the evils was never
removed.

5. 1, too, look for redemption through evolution,
but the course of evolution is by no means always .
peaceful, nor is it always progressive. For ipstance,

be in the same condition as the people in India.

6. I do not favor forceful resistauce to govern-
ment at some time, but I like to see it practised
all the time rather than to see people endure every-
thing with a spirit of submissivenes and resignation,
void of all sane hopes and manhood. What divinity
is there invented anew to bring the rebellious slaves
to time with and to suppress even the last spark of
the spirit of independence? Is there again a heaven
ready for us after we have patiently endured all the
tortures and miseries forced upon us? What absurd-
ity! Nobody will deny the beast the right to defend

itself, but mau is denied the right. It is a very easy
matter to advocate passive resistance at a full table,
in & comfortable room and in a tolerable dress, and
then resistiessly complying with all the demands of
the government. But what about those who have
nothing but starvation, misery and degradation
before them? Shall they patiently wait for another
Jesus Christ, or till the secure take a notion to bring
them relief by passive resistance? I fear Lhe relief
would never come.

True, Anarchism does not mean force, but neither
does it mean submission—it means freedom. But
Comrade Barnes seems to forget that we do not live
under Anarchy yet. A. L

Worrespondence,

Tak Lanor MoveMest i SN Fraycisco,

As my Tacoma friends are anxious to know of my
doings in the western metropolis I feel obliged to them
and give them a small sketch of what I see in my
surroundings. My time is very limited, as it is just
now the busy season in my trade, and beside this I
have also to pay some attention to my lady compan-
ions which is harder, of course, than to take care of
myself, but I suppose, that I will besettled down soon,
QOur comrades have a regular meeting place for propa-
ganda which is sitnated in the middle of the Italian
and Freach part of the city, and is visited by gnite a
good lot of determined men and women. Mrs. Gaffe is

-| & very forcible and logical speaker, especialy in French

and Italian, but also in English. She is well received
and appreciated. Comrade Jerovich is a man of devo-
tion to destruction of wrong and reconstruction of
right; he is of a juvenile vigor in spite of hisadvanced
age. I have spoken regularly every saturday night
since I came here, and also went, on an invitation, to
the State Socialist temple. Tt seemed that I got the
right to speak only for five minutes, and as I apoke
six and a half, as later on some friendly socialist
remarked, the chairman give the order to his sergeants
at armas, or better, ‘‘gendarmes,” and six of them
jnmped to push me out of the temple. The trouble is
they are not throngh with me yet. The unemployed
got quite noisy here lately, but the masters threw a
bone to gnaw, and 8o they get a chance to work on
the boulevard, to earn enough to pay for “‘soup”. Ouar
old comrade and tireless struggler for truth and justice
Mrs. Mary E. Bquire, is aleo here. She is now dream-
ing day and night how to start in the Golden Gate
city another periodical of The Firebrand colors.

The Anarchist Headquaters at comrade Wunzel's
deserve well the above name, as it is the center of
friendship, especialy of the German speaking comrades.
It is & true home of every sincere and honest man who
is strugling for the regeneration of human society in
ite manyfold arrangements. A. KreMExcic.

rrrrr The ZTetter-Box.

J. ., Ban Franfisco, Callf.—Letter and money received
Thanks for your encouraging words.

E. L., Harrlabyrg. Ore.~The book hus been sent. Dont forget
to come and see us {{ggu should come to Portland.

R. @.. Dundee, Ore.—Criticlsms are always welrome, no mat-
ter how hard 1he blows may be. Thunder and lightening purify
the atmosphere,

A. 8., New York—The 50 cents are now credited fn the book
to Blapak, but it was too late for the "'Propaganda Fund." I
bope this statement will be sufficlent. ]

B. M., Baltimore,—We eant tell where ''The Speech of Rava-
¢hol before the Court!’ cculd be had.  Your request may urge
some of our readers to'send us the speech for raprint. The
address 0f “*Der Sozlalist” 1s: Wilbelm Bpohr, Frankluter Allee
105, Hol I, Berlin, O., Germany. /

B. 4. A.. Fall River, Mass.—We have sent you the paper and
in *The Firebrand Library'’ you will find the pampbiets and

nor & platform. Thelr aim is complete freedom, and if yon are
striving for the
a8 you see fit. Btate In what language you would like to read

sentiment of not resisting invasion by force

R et -

an Anarchist periodical and we will give you the

o

should become more or less universal, we would soon.

books we have on band at present. Anarchists have neither fees

end, you will help the propaganda along =~ 5
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stantlv decrying and mhrepfeeénting them, and ever
picturing them before the public as murderers, assas-
sins, and conspi ‘Those men h:ve no eonucience,

Published Weekly, C ! In-any of the E

"50 CENTS A YEAR.

‘Address all Communieations and make all llonay omeu paya-
ble to The Firebrand, Sellwood,

Admitted as second-class matter at the Portland, Or., pn'lo?cg

T

Anarchy.—A snclal then;y which regards the union of order
with the apsence of all direct zovernment of man by man as the
political ideal; absolute individual liberty.—Century Dictionary

I will do What I Can.

Whro takes for his ihotte “I'll do what I can,”
Shall better the world as he goes down life's hill,
The willing young heart makes the capable man.
And who does whut he can oft can do what he will.

There’s strength in the impualse to help things along,
And force undreamed of, will come to the aid

Of one who, though weak, yet believes he is strong,
And offers himgelf to the task, unaf-aid. ;

“I'lIl do what I can" is a challenge to fate,

And fate must sucenmb, when it’s put to the test;
A heart that is willing to labor and wait

In its tussle with life ever comes out the best.

It puts the blue imps of depression to route,

And makes many difficult problems seem plain,
1t mounta over ohstacles, dissipates doubt,

And unravels kinks in life's curious chain,

D11 do what I can’’ keeps the progress machine
n good working order as the centuries roll,
And civilization woutd perlsh. I ween,
Were not those words written on many a soul.

They 'ell thogreat frests, they furrew the soil,
They seek new inventions to benefit man ;
They fear no exertions, make pastimes of lo:l
Oh, great is earths’s "debt to * I'll do what [ can.”
—[Ella Wheeler Wilcox,

A ——

“The Psychology of Anarchist
Conspiracies.*” ‘

' I~ a recent number of the Westminster Review

appeared an article under the above title, by Dr.

Olindo Malagodo, and reproduced in the March num-

ber of “Sell Culture,” to which I take the pleasure of

replying. It may be argued that such slanderous and
virtuperative articles, which are bound to appear from
time to time, are best left unnoticed and unanswered,
were it not that it would give them a convincing sort
of attitude, and would make their authors feel a mal-
icious sensge of satisfaction at their being unchallanged

and unopposed in their work of malefaction. i
The author begias by intending to show some defi-

nite and positive psychological principles upon which

he may base the ““menacing and destructive’” work of
the Anarchists, and to which he can point as the cause
for **Angrchist Conspiracies,” and he does that by
making the startling and false statement that there is
an ‘“‘especial psychology peculiar to these curious

Anarchist associations, which,” he says, *‘take root

" here and there like destructive parasites in the inter-
stices of society.”” We may note that this anthor
ascribes himself to the school of Criminal Sociology,
where, he eays, ‘‘during that quick, serpent-like
gliding of Anarchy through France and Italy,” he
studied this subject in company with Lombroso, Ferri,
Ferrero, and others. This will give us a clew to the
secret motives of the author, aad his incentive for this
odious invective against a large and rapidly growing
faction of intelligent and earnest social reformers.
‘Were I at liberty to amend the name of the above
school I won'ld simply reverse tha terms and make it
read; School of Sociology Crimi , which-would be
more sugxelt.ive of the aims and purpoaoa of its stu-
dents. These men, if men they may be called, belong
to the highest and most viralent class of crimimln,
who condemn a large number of self-sacrificing people,
and bring down npon them the bane of persecution,
merely because they earn their subsistence thereby.
They corrupt science, avoid the trath, distort facta,

- and [abricate evidence. They invent theories of their”
own, propound new laws and make scientific principles’
come up to their own methods of thinking, and all for
tlm purpose oi framing certain pernicious jdeas and

to A hists, their “org;
u:d conspiracies,” 8o that the mmr may ntill be per-
© secuted and exterminated by the government and its
faithful agents. These men are far worse than the
ordinary criminal, for the latter only commits one

' crime, may it be theft or murder, against one or two
lnélﬂduh l.nd quite as much against his own con-

s and good~will, which he very often repents. and

the

tions

late Fenian-Nihilist-Anarchist conspiracy and
combine that was got up and lauded by some sensa-
tional newspapers of London, but which soon proved

o

'they are not troubled by any sense of rig

their guilt never torments them and they forge tha
chains for the innovators and revolutionists with a
deep sense of satisfaction, at the same time exciting
class hatred to the highest pitch, feeling assured that
it is a good paying business and that it will in time ad-
vance them to a réspectable governmental position,—
either state detective or spy.

“‘From the observations,” continues Malagodo,
““which I then gathered and which were afterwards
confirmed by other facts collected by friends in differ-
ent places, it was possible to draw some original and
interesting deductions, which I now briefly epitomize.
If one had to judge the danger of these conspiracies
by their aims,” hé says, “to measure the danger
threatened to society according to the plans and |
intentions of the conspirators, society would not
merely occasionally awaken in a paroxysm of terror.
Anarchic fear would become a chronic diséase, because
those vast projects of Lrntal and universal destruction,
revealed by the police now and then in some specific
case, are of very common growth in the Anarchic
world and of unlimited fecundity. One of the most
prominent characteristics in the psychology of the
Anarchists, as well as in that of the conspirator in
general, is the extraordinary predominance of the
vigionary imagination over all other faculties, includ-
ing that of critical judgement and of reasoning.”
What a grgnd idea! How truly original! “'Bypoi- «
trophy of the imaginative faculty,” which, he says he,
has observed in all the Anarchists with whom he came
in contact The one of the causes which “produce in the
midst of our orderly social system the Anarchist type
of individual.” What wonderful originality! Who
would ever have thought of such an excellent idea?
Truly it takes a student uf the achool of Sociology
Criminals to diecover such great truths as these. No
one else could ever have stumbled upon such living
facts, and we may thank the starry heavens that Dr.
Malagodo’s parents chanced to meet tome time ago,
and gave to the world such a light of criminal Socio-
logy ; else how would the world have fared without
such beneficient discoveries as these? He fairly spills
light by the bushel, and dazzles our eyes with the
brilliant effulgence as he tells us that “in these
Anarchical assemblages reciprocal excitation exercises
an extraordinary influence, and leads the whole group
to [high] grades of visionary intoxication, and parox-
ysms of imagination.” And he further shows his
high degree of intelligence and disinterestedness by
making the gentlemanly statement that ““from the
gatherings of these generally hall-mad, hali-imbecile,
half-criminal individuals, from obscare clubs met for
drinking and chatting in suburbaa public-houses,
there arises a continuous misty cloud of terribly grandi-
ose plots against society, grotesquely impracticable,
perhaps, but besides which the most sensational reve-
lations of the police seem inepired.”

The question will probably occur to every thinking
person,—why do not the police-&ver discover the less
inspired plots, or these terrible huge projects of which
the author speaks? In the author’s very statement
the negation ie implied ; to wit, the most sensational
revelations of the police are insipid, or ineignificant,
in comparison with the others of which the author
speaks,—which have never been discovered or
revealed. Furthermore let us note, that the author
makes an indefinite provision for other Anarchist
crimes and plots always to be on top of those that
hate been, or are being discovered,—for *‘the most
sensational revelations of the police seem insipid”
besides the others. The author’s own words will con-
demn him, and his breach’in logic-will point out his
breach of character,—unless indeed we want to accept

’

too gig an invention for the public's credulity,
and it fell throungh—a complete failure. In the year
1887, eight Anarchists, five of whom are now martyre
for the cause, were charged with conspiracy and tried
in the courts of Chicago. Everything possible was
done in order to convict them, but despite all unfair
and fraudulent proceedings; despite the packing of
the jury, bribing of witnesses, and false evidence;
despite the open bias of Judge Gary, and the virulent
prejudice of State’sattorney Grinnell; despite the ven-
omous hatred of the police and the wild fervor of the
excited and spurred mob—the People—; despite the
despicable denunciation and false charges of the prese,
these noble men were not and could not have been
convicted of conspiracy. Their speeches were always
public, their writings open and free. All that was

| charged against them was the propagation of their

ideas through print and speech, but this was always
public, always open for inspection and criticism, and
no sane person could ever call this conepiring. No
secret meetings, no secret writings or any private
arrangements between these men were even
attempted to be proven by the prosecuting attorneys,
and secrecy is alwuye indispensible to conspiracy.
And the closing words of Judge Gary, whose hands
will forever remain stained with innocent blood, were
such as do not convey any idea of conviction, per se,
as he said that “‘somebody not known,”” had conmit-
45d the act—the act o which these eight men wers
accused—at the Haymarket. This very statement by
the court itself,—''somebody not known’' committed
the crime, is enough in the eyes of all sane men, to
establish the innocence of the accused for the simple
reagon that their connection with that unknown per-
son could not be traced,—since he is not known, and
it cannot be ascertained whether he was influenced by
their adviee or not. But was that the case? Not so!
The men were convicted and executed, and thus his-
tory’s laden pages were still more steeped in the blood
of martyrs, This, therefore, showa that there are
some men that havé a particular interest in keeping
up distarbance and riot, and they do all they can to
create riots so that they would have constant employ-
ment and fair remuneration. Their great aim seems
to be to keep the public in constant terror over some-
thing or other and thus they set up Anarchist-Conspir-
acy as a scare-crow, which serves their purpose admir-
ably. And this seems to be the object of our worthy
friend, Malagodo, who has written such a learned and
ingenioue eseay on the ‘‘Psychology of Anarchist Con-

spiracies.” The latter charges the Anarchists as
being dr and opium kers of the social prob-
lem. This is as true ae all the rest, and it proves the

author’s absolute ignorance of the theories and ideas
of the Anarchists,—which therefore disqualifies him
as a writer on that subject. The Anarchists deal with
positive facts, they obtain their information from
existing circnmstances, they know the condition of
the people from actual observation on the street, and
in the slumse and palaces. And they draw their con-
clusions that this syatem is unjust and iniquitous
because their logic and reason prompts them to, and
not because, as our friend Malagodo seems to think,
they have a special psychology of their own that
makes good things appear bad to them, and the just
and righteous as the unjust and wrong.

After a man works ten hours daily at hard labor,
year after year, and when he comes home evenings
lhis emaciated haggard wife, as dear to him, perhaps,

| a8 the fashionable madam is to her husband, treats

him to a supper of herring and potatoes, he finds his
stomach craving for moré food but he quenches it by
retiring‘on his hall-broken bed; and when trying to

eleep there, either on some rags or a hard straw mat-

his “‘yarn” about some Anarchist plots in Italy, for
the purpose of contaminating the drinking-water of _,
several towne with the typhoid and cholera bacilli, oi
which, he says, he waa well informed but the police
knew nothing about.

But all this glibness of plots and conspiracies isa |
gigantic lie, and nowhere among Anarchist circles are
they ever thought of or heard of. It is simply the [
invention of rogues and worthless rascals who make
their living by preying on others, and who wish to
show to the government and society that there is a
constant need for their services, and that they have to |
be well paid in order to keep the imaginary murderers |
from murdering and the assaseins from assassinating.

This ignominious lie and fraud is exemplified by t.bg

| tress, many little plrlslbee—whlch are not the less
| troublesome than the class to which Malagodo belongs

| —begin to torment him and slow)y drain his blood;

| after spending thus a restless night he hurries off

| early in the morning to begin again the same routine

as the day before, with hardly enough time to soothe

| his weeping children or bestow a kind glance on his
faithfal wife. After observing this sort of life among

| the majority of working-men,—and this is no imagin-
| ary thing—after seeing many poor creatures picking
thmr food from the garbage heaps; i lft«er seeing the
alme-} and mad-h g and
so rapidly filling up 'ith inmates; after mdlng t.ha
monthly reports of 300, 400, or 600 suicides in a given
pha durobunm”_ puvmy in the bonuo
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of millions of people; after seeing the human family
going to smash in this fashion it would be criminal
and high treason to humanity if none would stop, to
reflect. And after observing the waste and extrava-
gance by another class of people, who, by the way, do
nothing whatever to replenish the market; after
observing such willful waste as the Bradley- Martin
ball in New York, at which $300,000 were expended

by the hosts alone; after seeing a nationai expenditure
of $75,000 simply for the installation, inauguration or

, coronation—it is all the same—of a president, as was
the case lntella', alter observing this on the.other hand,
then it were high treason to humanity if no one would
stop and denounce this sort of thing as iniquitous and
improper. Most of those that do not stup and reflect
owe their indifference to an atrophic or undeveloped
state of mind, especially that part of it which has to do
with criticism and judgement,—excepting those of
course that neglect or willfully overlook the subject.
-But Dr. Malagodo terms this an “‘orderly social’ sys-
tem as already quoted (being apparently well pleased
with it), hence he proves himself to be one of those
who suffer from an atrophic or undeveloped condition
of mind. and for this reason the fully developed, vigor-
ous mind of the Anarchist appears to him to poeses
hypertrophied qualities.

Those that see things as they really are, and feeling
an interest in the affairs of maunkind, at once begin to
think and look for the causes of ail things, and, being
guided by Reason and Justice, they soon reach definite
conclusions. Here we enter upon a wide field, but -
Jimiting ourselves to the Anarchists alone, for the
present, their conclusions are reasonable and logical.
If all men, they find, should occupy themselves with
useful work, each according to his taste and liking,
work would be justly distributed and would then con-
stitute a pleasure as men would only need to work on
an average of three or foar hours a day. Again if all
people were to share equally of the stocks and com-
modities there would be a vast field of trouble and
griefl exterminated from the face of the earth, and an
infinitely vaster field of happiness and joy introduced.
The demand would then be met by the supply,
because work would be a pleasure and all would feel it
an honor to contribute to the world’s wants. The?
demand will be met by the supply because there
would always be enough people to work a few hours
daily, knowing that they will not be cheated, robbed
and explorted,—knowing that as they work to supply
the wants of others, others work to supply their wants,
—and tools, machinery and raw materials are always
plenty. Work would become infinitely less and easier,
because machinery would be more extensively
employed, and new devices and new machinery would
always be introduced, because the people will then
feel that it is for their advantage, and does not, as in
the present day, throw them out of work and simply
increase their misery. In short if that heinous cowm-
mercialism and exploitation would cease, people would
come down to equal rights and equal opportunities,
which would result in equal liberty, or liberty for all.

Finally the Anarchists believe that under the above
conditions no government would be necessary, there
will be no theives to be imprisoned, no murders to be
hanged, no felons to be punished, no swindlers, no
gamblers,—for there would not be that trade-conven-
ience, or rather inconvenience, called money through
-which one could transfer. property, life, and everything
else,—no criminals or aggressors, hence no judges, no
jailors, no hangmen, no Jawyers, et al. The govern-

- ment and the state would fall therefore, purely for the
reason of their uselesaness, while all transactions
between individuals, groups of individuals, towns and
cities would be through mutual understanding, agree-
ment and good-will, This, in short, in a very few

izing words, itutes the Anarchist’s chief
ideas and theories, and surely they do not appear so
terrorizing and infernal as to bring down the wrath
and odinm of 8o many men. But, some one will ask,
do not the Anarchists conspire and plot, and make
attempts at murder and dynamite explosions? I say
no! decidedly and hatically no! Read their liter-

‘'sture, their many tracts, pamphlets and books, go to
their meetings which are always free and open to the
public, and learn for yourself whether these things
are ever thought of or dreamed of among them.

Trae, some individual Anarchists have committed
deeds that will appear prominent in the history of
the evolution and revolution of society, but they were
individusl wets springing from an unusaally keen
sense of sympathy for the suffering masses, and
romptad by unenduritig impatience and despair;

eSS

| Remarks and a Reiteration from

‘keen, pl humor are ially suitable for win-
ning the hearts and brains of opponents,
bt ) . L.
Tue C tion nearly came cropper

‘| Club Union Hall, Clerkenwell. While in no way tor

el EharetihlT i

quite as often, perhaps, on account of personal depri-
vations and misery in general. They are isolated

== e
be mw in size, enthusiasm or publicity, with the
lendid ‘‘Chicago Martyrs"” demonstration of last :

individual acts generated by personal feelings and
emotions, perhaps not infrequently by a sense of
revenge or avenge, and always on that individual’a
own respounsibility and free-will. He does not consult
his comrades in a matter like this, and always keeps

it & secret till the attempt is made. Some of the
Anarchista, perhaps, approve of his act when they hear
what he did, many do not; but in no wise is he coun-
seled, instructed or advised for the same. But where,
in the history of mankind, do we ever see changes in
the life and condition of people without blood being
spilled; without kinge being deposed and deapots
banished? It is a lamentable fact, but nevertheless
true, that in every country, among all peoples, and at
all times, killing, murdering and assassinating, rebell-
ing and protesting had to be done before any chang

_|'blind to the noble truths and inspiring lessons of the

November, it was still enlivening and no doubt of ;
great use in opening the eyes of some who were still |

eventful months of 1871.

There were about 500 people present. The speakers
were Ted Leggatt, Jack Turner, D. J. Nicoll, Y. Parris,
Oarl Quinn, and others, The collection realized sbout
ten dollars and there was, perhaps the best sign of all,
a remarkably brisk eale of Anarchigt literature.

- - -

How hollow are some reform parties. For a num-
ber of years the London Anarchists were the only
people to demonstrate their solidarity with the work-
ers of other countries by an out-door procession and &
mass meeting in Hyde Park on the first day of May.

could be brought about. And can we blame people it
they think that such must be so even to this day?
Bat to charge a vast body of men tliat now prevail
and rapidly multiply all the world over, with con-
stantly plotting and conspiring for the purpose of
murdering, assassinating, snd blowing up buildings
and public edifices, is both absurd and senseless.

And, moreover, to slight a vast body of men who
earnestly and zealously apply themselves, at the
expense of a great deal of personal inconvenience
and discomfort, to the discussion and consideration of
the social problem, and denounce them aa conspirators
and assassing is willful malice and worthy of a rogue
and bandit. ' ’

‘‘Anarchists are egoista,”’ asys'Mshgodo. and “'it is
the hyperwesthesia of their personality which forces
them into their conflict with society.” And on
account of their egoism, he thinks, they do not carry
out their threats, so that they may escape the real
dangers of action. Likewise he says, ‘‘every new,
grander, and more terrible project kills the one before
it, and puts off indefinitely the necessity for action,
leaving these cowards in life the comfort of taking
their ease and dozing on the pillow of idle dreams.””
Malagodo here makes a valuable admission,—that the
Anarchists’ plots are never carried out, and the deduc-
tion that there are really no plots or projects to be
carried out is easily reached if it is coneidered thit
the Anarchists, like all Revolutionists of the past, are
no cowards, and are not wanting in energy.

And in conclusion I wish to warn all people against
those who take great pains to pose as a particular
friend and benefactor of humanity, and advise them to
turn their eyes upon him,—for in him they will always
find an enemy, a traitor a calumniator.

SMIrNOW.

e, —

London.

Krororkin’s much-looked-forward-to lecture on
““The Role of the State,”” never came off. A bad cold
caught in Glascow (perhaps Wm. Duff will explain)
prevented his speaking and a crowded audience were
greviously disappointed.” - '

The gup, 8o hard to fill, was given into the hands of
the inevitable Jack Turner at the unexpected moment,
and right well did he render account of his ‘‘talent.”
For an-all-too-short a period he spoke of **Modern
Tendencies,” and showd how that in all spheres of
modern thought and action anthority and centralism
were being replaced by liberty and the federation of

autonomous beings.

* *
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-WE are going in for melody at our meetings here,
now. The tedium of waiting until the audience
assembles is beguiled with the singing of revolutionary
songs, and the piano emits eweet sounds under the
expert manipulation of women comrades. For tomor-
row’s meeting at Christ church Hall, Whitechapel,
William Wess the indefatigable organizer, h
obtained the kindly offices of the Alliance Cabinet-

makers’ brass band.

- »

»

Davip J Nicort spent ten days in London recently
and spoke frequently. He seems to be-doing a lot of
good work gst the parli 'y labor organi
tions in the provinces. His kindly tolerance and

this year. At the last moment Earnest Young pulled
the fat out of the fire and organized a meeting at the

The parlia 'y and authority loving reform organ- -
izations slmply paraded on the first Sunday in May,
which being a regular holiday required no very great
socialist fervor for its utilization in that manner.
* " L

Taex at last the blush of co
the political reformer’s cheek and he resolved to go to
the park also on the first day of May, even thongh it
did seem a bit revolutionary. For the last two May
Days he has been content to share the public park
with the ever-so-unmentionably-vile Anaréhist, and
the spectacle was seen of the politicker moving wordy 4|
and ponderous resolutions about eight-hour days,
adult sufferage, and other cheap and tawdry ware, in
one’section of the grass platte, whilsi the smaller kg
numerically but overwhelmingly larger logically
Anarchists were telling people of the crime of govern-
mwent and the futility of politics, a hundred yards
AWAY.

t Hlad

* *

*
Tais year the suffragiolator hias altered all that.
The park bye-laws only allow one demenstration to
occupy the park on any given day. The politicians
have captured the park and refused to share with the
Anarchiats and o the wheel of fate flings off its jokes.
But some things come as warnings. Good often comes
out of seeming evil:
I.never {s wise to play the hosa
It you're not quite sure 6f your prey s
For many a budding Cwsar’s loss
Has happened about in that way.
We shall probably hold our demonstration in Vic-
toria park in the East-end.
* -
Wz are promised Dr. Saverio Merlion’s personal
confession in the May Day number of Keir Hardie’s
“‘Labor Leader.” All manner of strange rumors
have been percolating through to this town about our
old comrade and something definite will indeed be u
welcome cliange.

.
*

Tie Independent Labor Party here are going to try
and raise $5,000 by means of a bazaar and fancy fair
this Easter. They will hold their filth annual confer-
ence at the same time and have hired three of the
biggest halls in London for three propagandist meet-
ings on Easter Sunday.

Ix England the I, L. P, representa the tolerant and
more hopeful side of the parliamentary labor move-
ment. Their delegates at the meetings of the “First
of May” committee, were mostly in favor of giving the
Anarchists & platform in the demonstration but they
were borne down by the opposition which largely cen-
ters in the Social Democratic Federation, a body
auswering to the 8. L. P. in America only more
acclimatized.

*

*

LI

Tae 8, D. F. is al bsolutely controlled by a
small knot of men who are in turn dominated by the
personality of H. M. Hyndman. The chief character-
istic of this kiiot is their unwavering hostility to

Anarchism, amounting even to hatred.
- *

*
Tnx influence of the 8. D. F. on the general labor ° !
tis istent as will also be the 8. D, F. i
itself ere many years have passed. It lacks that joy-
ous vigor and breadth which the crusade against pov-
erty and domination demands. 3
- '. ol
Anamcay possesses all the requisites but is sleepy
and indolent, but,—when she awakes ! 7l

Tovsroy's story “Ivan the fool,;’hn been drama~
tised and wasproduced at the Lamworth Road hall, *
Croydon, on March 29. The parts )y




members of the Croydon Brotherhood, who are largely
Anarchistic and in many individual cases convinced
Armarchists of the Tolstoyan type. The story is of
absorbing interest and the dialogue sparkles and flames
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demands will have to be granted, Tor the people are
the power—not the government. Official’s threats
would be harmless if the people did not carry them
out. . It is the people who make the guns, and it is the

with lation and d iation of d. tion and

exploitation.

» *

- -
: Tae devil, masquerading as Signor Discordiose,
E endeavors to tempt the people to struggle and compete
—and tries to defend the preseat system hut has finally
a bad stw;k ol’ the-sorrows and disappears from earth.
’ L 3 » *

Tae slump in Anarchistic activity will probably
adversely affect our proposed conference but this kind
of sloth must come to an end shortly. Meanwhile
London waits.

L] *

Tuxe Pourhyn strike or lock-out still drags its weary
length ; the Indian Famine agitation has had its brief
career; Crete and Greece are getting dimmer on the
acreen of public opinion here; the Commission to
enquire into the Jameson raid grows dull; Inter-Uni-
versity boat-races and prize-fights provoke but spos-

. modic interest. We're an ennui people or any how

Iam: Tom Rexck.
———— ——
Monopoly Upholders.

Norra-Western Waehington hase just been visited
by one of Uncle Sams patriots, with a big pension,
looking for ‘‘freeze outs.” A hungry wolfl gathering
up the remaing of once ‘prosperous households, where
the mortgage has eaten at the trunk and destroyed the
manhood of the owner. I want a “freeze out” said he,
and he is finding plenty of that class, but & number
are not willing to accept his terms, so he will wait
until they do. The ppor mortgaged people have been
carting thie man over the country, feeding and enter-
taining him, with the idea that if he will only buy
their places they would be once more free men. This
man, as I aid before, is one of the '64 Patriots. He is
buying land with pension money. The people are
making the knives to be used in dissecting their own
bodies. When, oh when, will the people call a halt
and throw off the yoke? Tt is the ten thousandth part
of a ghost of a chance of ““making a state” that nurses
them on. Hold your land a little longer and perbaps
the Miesisippi valley flooded farmers will come and buy
‘at a good price. These same people are howling about
monopply and in their blind ignorance do not realize
they are contributing indirectly to maintain all of
them and directly upholding their chief monopoly—
land monopoly. Perhaps some of the readers will
take exception to my calling people who are holding
160 acres land monopolista. If a person holds 160

_ acres and uses it I make no objection, but the farmers

* in this section have their hundred and sixty acres and

use probably on an average fifteen or twenty, while

hundreds of people in the Sound-cities would be glad
« _ of an opportunity to use ten or fifteen acres. Any dog
* in the manger is a monopolist, and such are our anti-
monopolist farmers of Western Washington.

They say there is yet Government land to be had,
but where? There is plenty on maps, but a visit to it
will convince any sane man it is fit only for wild
beasts rather than men. Yet some are o desperate

. that they have taken up some of this land and are
either buried in the woods or forced to hunt game for
food.

Alr.bough there are no extmmely ‘large holdings in
our i diat pared with California and
other older states, yet there are several once good

_homes laying idle, the property of a mortgage company
_Only last year the Government ejected the people
Irom the military reserves. Poor devils who had ne
place upon which they could stay, and no money with
which to purchase land, had squatted upon these

. reserves and had been allowed to remain until they
had made quite a lot of improvements only to be
routed by a company of Uncle Sam's Soldiers, and
1hose who résisted were dragged to prison. These

. reserves were not needed by the Government, and
never will be. It waa hard to see these poor wretches
Jeaving their late homes, with tearful eyes, to seek a
place to again settle, probably as tenants. )

. All these outrages, however, are but lessons and
forcibly impress one with the neceesity of free land.
-Governments were established for the protection of
the weak from the strong—this Governmeunt at least—
lndhynhtu dismal failures to say 1he least. Let us
‘what is right to all and educate ourselves to &

people who fire them, If the people refuse to make
guns, and to fire those that are made, nobody will be
huart.

The nations are at play now, making steel plates, no
gun will shoot through, and will turn around when
they are completed, and make guns to pierce those
plates. Rats! You who send your boys to Annapolis
and into the Navy and Army vught to train your boys
a8 you train your girls, and leave the army and navy
dry up. SaM SMaLL.

. WNote and Comment.
Comeanes of the United States who are in debt to
the (iroup Proletariat of N. Y. are requested to settle
up a8 quickly as possible.

* . a/

ANy comrade knowing where we can buy a good
German-English Dictionary cheap, wilk-confer a favor
by letting us know where, and at what price. We
need such a book badly.

*

A Levix, asks that any comrades 'who may know of
the whereabouts of comrades Schiff, of St. Louis, and
Heilig, of Chicago, to please make it known in The
Firebrand, ss it is important to know, for their bene-
fit. &

* v

Oxx of our PhiladelphiaComrades, a girl, has gen-
erously paid our box rent in the city, and will pay it
quarterly for us. We got our old box, number 94,
back, and letters or papers addressed to either Sell-
wood, or box 04, Portland will reach us.

* »* *

Comrape Wellenbrok is now in the Hospital. He
grew so much worse at our house that we were com-
pelled to put him in the Hospital. He was admitted
at ‘‘charity rates,” $4.20 per week for which we are
responsible. Can you help us, Corarades?!

L .

TwgxTy-81x more of the poor, tortured comrades -
who have been so horribly treated in Spain, have
been gentenced to death, We published a letter in
The Firebrand of April 25, in whick Ineof the tortured
prisoners told a moat pitifal story, and claimed that
the government wanted to force them to sign a state-
ment that they had not been tortured. It is evident
that all those who would not sign such a statement
are now sentenced to death. This is not unexpected.

- " »

Tue grand jury charges the district attorney with
protecting the “gambling trust,” in Portland, and he,
in turn, them of extending their pr to
the gamblers. There can be no donbh but that both
of them state plain facts, and speak truthfully of the
other. It simply shows that all that the laws agsinst
gambling amount to is to put a club into the officer’s_
hands to coerce the gamblers to “pay up,” or go out
of business. These fights are quite edifying, aa they
expose the rottenness of the whole legal machine.

* * *

In New York a gplit has accured in the ranks of the
8ocial-Democrats. Political ambition, and a quarrel
over the distribution of jobs in their Zeitung associa-
tion, which has control of their “‘Abend Blatt”, (a
Hebrew paper). From the 22d. of April the secession
wing of the association expects to publish a paper of
their own, called Vorwaerts. Itisto ndvocat% Social-
Democracy and oppose the other faction of the 8. L, P
Thus we see that the same tactics are.already in use
in the 8. L., P. that have been denounced so much by
that parties leaders, in other political parties. Such
must ever be the history of political parties.

L

Mav-day passed off quietly all over Eu;ope, as far ap
now reported, the only disturbance being caused by
the ibterference of the police with the manifestation of
the workingmen at Budapesth, Austria. This is a
signal victory of persi againstrepr , for it
shows that the governments have well-nigh given up
their attempt to prevent May-day celebrations. It now
remains for the work people to make May-day a real,
live, international labor day, or not, as they see it.
There were between 40,000 and 50,000 pergon in line in
the May-day parade in Vienna. In England, France,
Portugal, Germany, and Barcelona, Spain, the May-
day celebrations pasted off unmolested and gpietly.

the disturbances on previous May-days—the wuthor-
ities. We have no May-day report irom any city in
the United States except New York where a Socialist
parade of three thousand is reported to have taken
place.

* s

A MINER writes to comrade lois Waiabrooker as
follows:

“T have never considered mysell a very heavy
smoker; Iate years I have evoluted out of it. Every
Sunday I put 25 cents into a tin box; that is what the
weed cost me, and when I get $3,00 I send it to you
for books.”” )

She thinks it would be a great help to The Fire-
brand if some of its readers would do likewise, in
which surmige she is undoubtedly correct. One of our
readers lately sent us fifty cents, and stated that he
went without butter on his bread in order to help the
cause along, although be ie not long an Anarchist.
We often eat our bread without butter, in fact quite a
lot of the time lately. H. A.

* L]

*

Our readers, who have read Comrade Waisbrooker’s
note, may think that we are advocating asceticism—
an outgrowth of religious fanaticism—which is not
the case. I think we should enjoy life as much as
possible, But if people find more satisfaction in help-
ing along the spread of Anarchism than in smoking or
eating butter, they will look for the greatest satisfac-
tion without being urged to it. In short, everybody
should please himself about it. The aim of Anarch-
iem is not continence and abstinence but the greatest
enjoyment attainable. AL

Master and Slaves in *“Free
: America.”

IF there are any who thought that the.defeat of
Anthony Comstock in the New York Special Ses-
sions Court in re Gabriele D' Annunzio’s ““Triumph
of Death” wonld seriously check the encroach-
ments of the ¥ice Society’s agent, such optimistic
persons may be undeceived by reading the follow-
ing paragraphs which appeared in the Sunday
“Journal” of April 18. Speaking to the reporter 6f
the sales of **The Trinmph of Dsath” since his firm
was acquitted, Mr. George H. Richmond said:

““The American News Company, curiously enough,
have sent no ordar, and the Baker & Taylor Company
have cancelled theirs. What does this mean? It
means, I believe, that the American News Company,
who are friends of Mr. Comstock, and the Baker &
Taylor Company, who fear him, have been warned
not to sell “The Triumph of Death.”
“I cannot prove this. But the circumstantial evi-
dence is startling. If you interview the booksellers
they will tell vou of the rumor which credits the
American News Company and the Baker & Taylor
Company with precise information that the war againet
Gabriel d’Annunzio’s book is not at an end, and
that the suit against it is to be brought again by the
secretary of the society for the Prevention of Vice in
some-other court through another arrest.

I have instructed my attorney, James M. Fisk, who -
is not afraid of Comstock, to bring suit against him for
damages to my business.”

The reporter continued his investigations:

‘‘Anthony Comstock was asked if he knew that he
was to be sued for damages in the case of “The Tri-
umph of Death,” and replied :

. ‘I have nothing to say.’

‘‘He was asked if he had warned the American News
Company and the Baker & Taylor Company not to sell
the book, and replied :

‘I have nothing to say.’

‘Have you abandoned your war against Mr, Rlcll-
mond?' -~

‘‘Mer. Comstock replied: ‘I have nothing to say.’

“‘Mr. Dean, of the American News Company, said:
‘Mr, Comstock is my friend, but I have not seen him
for three months, and I cannot tell you if he has
warned us not, to sell The Triumph of Death. I.am
not at liberty togive you any information on the sub-
ject.” ' General Manager Farrelly, of the American
News Company, eaid pretty much the same.

“Mr Baker, of the Baker & Taylor Company, refased
to tell whether Mr. Comstock had warned them not to
sell the Trinmph of Death.

““At Brentano's; Mr. Butler, who has charge of the
book department, and is an eminent member of the

‘l"hhlbwsmchnrly-hehnbemthomd

Bookseller's League, said: ‘I have heard {rom various




" paid for it.
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sources that Mr. Comstock has warned his friends,
the American News Company and The Baker & Tay-
lor Company not to sell The Trilimph of Death, and
that is why we do not sell the book as freely as we
sell other books. I know that the decision of the
three Judges in Special Seasions is in favor of it; I
know that Mr. Comstock ought not to be sustained
against the courts, but I know that he has the power
of a despot. He can come here at any time, if he
wishes, ana arrest any young man or any young girl
who_sells any book that he does not like. The courts
-rebuke him, but that does not matter much., Think
of the humilia‘t.‘ionaol_ appearing before the public as a
vender of obscence books. The public does not under-
stand Mr. Comstock yet.

“I hope that the Buoksellers’ League, which now
compriges two hundred and fifty members, will be
strong enough some day to settle the question of Mr, |
Comstock’s cengorship. Meanwhile we can do nothing
but fear him like a plague.” '

It is not strange that the American News Com-
pany is believed to have been warned by Comstock
not to handle D "Annunzio’s work, for it is well {
known that that monopoly is dominated by the most |
narrow prejudices and stands like a rock 1n the way
of radical propaganda. Farrelly is a bigoted Catho-
lic and the Company will not put Fresthought and
other outspoken reformatory works on sale. |

Mr. Butler, of Brentano's, evidently does not |
expect any measures of relief from the law-making |
and law-enforeing powers—he looks to the Booksel-
iers’ League, a voluntary association, to stand some- |
time between the dealer and the Censor, who would |
be wholly powerless for evil if it were not for the |
state. Comstock serves in the double capacity of ‘
agent of the priest and of the legislator. 1le who
runs may read the lessgn. E. C. WALKER.

\
Majority Rule. |
It eeems passing strange, in this age and day of the |
world, that majority rule bas its advocates. Further-
more, these advocates claim to be **reformers.” |
It only demonstrates what a tenacions hold a false |
education can have on the human mind.
With these people it is not a question of right, bat
& question of numbers; of might over right: Nothing
more or less. What have numbers to do with individ-
ual right or choice, I should like to know?
The superstition of majority rule must be abolished
before people can talk of reform with any istency.

yet if ever any trouble arises between two classes of
| rulers the workingmen are foolish enough to go to war
|and fight their battles for them. This is the main
I point. Boys,(in this case) if ever these men come to
| you, when you get to be men, and ask you to come
i"'d fight their battles for them, refuse to do it. Let,
| them fight their own battles, and kill each cther, and
| then the working class will have their freedom ; have
| the right to enjoy life; the right to please themselves;
| the right to consume what they produce, etc.
| There are a great many people who are afraid of
| Anarchy. These people would not want to live in
; Anarchy. For my part they would not have to. But

what I want is to live in Anarchy. If they want to be
‘ robbed, all right, but all I aek of them is to let those
| who want to live in Anarchy do so. They will take
| the responsibility.
| That is what Anarchist would do if they had the eay
| 80 of conditions. Let those that want government
'have it, and those that do not want government do
. without it. Is not that fair enough? I aminclined to
; think those that would have gov ent when othera
' were living in Anarchy would scon drop their govern-

menta.

The church is another obstacle in the way of pro-
gress. The priest and preachers beg money from the
poor and then teach them false ideas. They are loafers
and paopers and yet they howl at those that do not
work. They keep the people in superstition. They
howl at the street car men that work on Sunday, and
yet they go in the cars and ride to and from church on
b‘undsg. Mm:riuge,is another gbstncte that keeps peo-
ple from progreesing. You haveto ask either the
juige or-preacher before you can live in one house and
sleep in one bed with a woman.

Marriage ueunally puts the woman in the worst con-
dition, and therefore the women should refuse to
marry. It is selling her body forever; selling her ser-
vices. And she must algo sacrifice her name when she
gets married. It binds the man too, to a certain
extent, but he takes the advantage of the woman in
most cases, like in the case of Mrs. B, of Omaha, her
husband left her and now she has to support her ¢hil-
dren by herself. Girls, when you get old enough do
not give youreelves to men for board and clothes.

Boye should not enlist in the army, Tor as long as /
the war spirit exists we will not have happi

one-serious obstacle in'the way of his broadening
and progress—early ecolesiastical training. Bat this
work indicates-that he has well-nigh outgrown it
all.

Price of book 25c. Address James Madison
Allen, Springfield, Mo. =

No. I, Val. I, of the Library of Liberty and Pro-
gress is entitled The New Life; Thoma3 Paine, the
Author Hero. It is a brief and eulogistic history of
Paine’s connection with the American Revolution,
and arraignment of the priestly lies that have been
circulated concerning him. The object of the book
is patriotic education. ~The author hits priestly and
monarchical institutions some hard raps, but stops
short of showing a desire for full and complete
liberty, and, in fact, indirectly advocates ‘‘republican
form of government." -

No. II of the same Library is called The Dead
Hand on America’s Liberties Unmasked. " It is a
vigorous an( strong arraignment of the Catholic |
Church, and were it net for the authors basing his ]
argument on the danger to ** American ffeedom” and
“republican institutions,” it might be commendable.
1f the author would point out that the delegation of E
power gives opportunity for the abuses he writes of, i
and warn bis readers not to delegate any further 2
power, but to withdraw that already granted, thus - |
making abuses of power i ible, the ed o
value of his work would be of moment, bnt as now =
written I am inclined to look upouw it rather as a-
matter of false education, s his support of *‘repub-
licanism” tends to couvey the idea that a republican
form of government is compatable with liberty. 4
The Library is'published monthly, in uniform pam-
phlet form. Subscription price one dollar per year, 7
ten cents a copy. Address: W. D. Richner, 819 N.
10Lh 8t., Phiadelphia, I’a,

e
Propaganda Fuand.
From an Eutertainment in Philadelphia, §15.00. Group Pro-
letariat, New York, §7.€0. Group Forward, New Haveu, Conn.,
$2.50. Notkin, LE0. Janin, Forkman, Cohen, cach $1.00. Strdl'

Bohuetz, Kohlbeck, Meiners, Niksch, Pilllod, Morwitz, Pusch, -
Muore, each £0c. Karpas, Caumiant, Preisker, Wende, Heeht,

ional

Abolish government, and thus take away the power
from the ruling class, and then will come the looked
fur “‘Peace on earth, and good will td men”’.

A LITTLE ANARCHIST.

One would suppose that a little thought would readily
convince one that majority rule is a fallacy. The polu-
tion of power handed down for ages, lives in majority
rule.” The voice of the majority has crucified its
thousands. It hus silenced its best and wisest.
" Let reformers be ever vigilant for the right, regard-
less of numbers. ANa PURKIN.
Cleveland Ohio.

Houtl's Brpurtment.

, THE RULING CLASS,

IN an article called **“Things and Thoughts,” of this
week, Zadnak has.quoted a bill which was introduced
.in the Kunsas Legislatnre. From this it can be judged
to what extreme religious fanatics wonld go, if they

had the power.

One law alter another is made. Each one, or nearly
every one, takes away the workingman's privilege, to
a certain extent. Slowly they are taking away our
rights and our privileges, until at last they will stand
upon our heads. Boye and girls, when we get to be
men and women, let us not be trodden upon!" Be not
satiefied with the privilege to vote! Rule yourselves!
Let everyone rule oneself, and then the long looked
for Freedom will be here.

people no good, but rather harm them, and they are
In Oregon they did not pass any laws and
eome of them were paid for doing nothing. So it is.
eople pay a lot of ‘‘smart men” as they call them, to
akelaws to deprive them of their rights to consume
what they produce. ‘We (that the workers) produce

everything and then carry’our products to the rich |
\men’s tables. We get.a little money for them, take
he money home and ptore it away and when the time
comes go and carry the money to the rich men.
‘What a beautiful system it is that we are living in !

" Titevature,

ASTRAL WoORsHIP i8 the title of a new and com-
prehersive work, by J. H, Hill, in which he shows
the origin and rise of astral worship, and its develop-
ment in the various parts of the world inte the reli-
glons peculiar to the people of these various regions.
He traces the establishment of the various festivals
of the church, their origin and signilicance, and
finally shows the origin of Christianity, its early his-
tory, its spread, and its influence en tho parts of the
world where it became dominant. It is the most
comprehensive and concise book on the subject that 1
have ever seen, containing in its 128 pages more in-
formation than many books of flve times its size. It
is printed on fine book paper, in large clear type,
bound in cloth, having a movable Zodjac in the twelve
months and four seasons, and showing the four car-
dinal points in the march of the seasons, and is hand-
somly illustrated throughout. I’rice $1.00. ~Pub- -
lished by The Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette Place,
New York, N. Y.

Basic Elements of a New System of Life, designed

| as a hand book of sociology, is a new pamphlet, by

. | i llen, that has reached ws.
In Kansas the legislature passes laws that do the | James Madison Allen

Itisa
hand book of a plan for the reorganization of society-
on a voluntary basis, but contemplates a general
mental condition for its attainment that does not
now exist, and which, when reached, I am inclined
to think will make unnecessary much that-is in it

lowed by the bees in their honey making existence,
and elaborated to suit human association. The
pamphlet will be of ial interest to the spiritnal-
ists, as Mr. Allen is a spiritualist lecturer. I met
him, in Springfield, Mo., in 1892, and found him a

It is emough to make one sick only to think of it. And

libéral, well read and progressive man, with but

proposed. His system is based ou the system fol- |

,each 26¢. Keller, 20c. Meotzkow, Lang, Banduhn,
each 10c. 5 4]
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Special Anouncement!
THE publication of The Firebrand is carried on by
a few individuals, aided by a number of radicals
everywhere, for the purpose of spreading radical
ideas. We have no organization, no constitution,
hy-laws, rules, officers or dues. Each works at what
he or she is most competent to do. The Firebrand
has no editor in the ordinary sense, and we invite
everyone who has anything to say to send in their
“cnpy."

Those enguged in the work of getting the paper
out have no other means of support than the receipts
for the paper, as it keeps them busy to do the work
necessary to its publication, and most of the contrib-
utors to its support are poor, therefore we appeal
to all who can to coutribute what they can to the v
propaganda fund, thus helping to increase the circu- {
lation of The Firebrand, by making it possible for
us to distribute a larger number of free copies. All
donations and subscriptions are accounted for in the ]
propaganda fund. §

We accept anything we can use in payment for g
subscription. Any one wanting the paper can have 3
it sent to them regularly by writing for it. If you %
can pay-nothing now, we will credit you. Ifyou are
disabled, or otherwise prevented from paying for the d
paper you can have it free. We gladly accept any
contribution to the propaganda fund, from a 1 cent
stamp up, or anything to eat or wear.

The receipt of sample copies is an invitation to
read, and to state that you like the paper. If you
want it you need not fear to take it from the post
office, as you will never be dunned to pay for it.

.
S

Notice. =
To find the HOME OF THE FIREBRAND take
the Oregon City car at cor. First & Alder Sts., and
ride out to Sellwood. Get off at Spokane Ave..
Walk two blocks toward the river, then turn to the
right and walk one block.
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The God Idea of the Ancients.
. OR, SEX IN RELIGION.
— 0 000 o- —
By
ELIZA BURT|GAMBLE,
Author ol “The !vql)\itton of Woman."

JUST 0UT. O0CTAVO, 330 PAGES.
Beautiiully printed. Cloth.
PrRICE, §4.25. '
A Work for every Freethinker and llllul;

Contents : %

Preface. Introduction. Bex the Foundation of the God-ldea.
Tree, Plant, and Frult Worship. 'Sun Worship; Female and
Male Epergles in the Sun. The Dual God of the Anclents a
Trinity also. Beparation of the Female and Male Elements in
the Delty. Civilization of an Ancient Race.” Concealment of
the Early Doctrines. The Original God Idea of the Israelities.
The Phanician and Hebrew God Bet or Seth, Ancient Bpecula-
. tions Concerning Creation, Fire and Phallic Worship. = An
Attempt to Purify the Bensualized Faiths. Christianity a Con-
tinuation of Paganism. Christianity in Ireland. Btones or Col-
umns as ll\l Deity. Eacrifices. The Cross and a Dying Savior,

Index.
ORDER OF THE FIREBRAND.

FIREBRANU LIBRARY.

In lots of ten or more, fivescont

A Splendid Book.
THE LD AND THE NEW IDEAL

A Bolution ol'tllé part of the Social Question
‘which pertains to Love, Marriage and
- Sexual Intercourse.

BY EMIL F. RUEDEBUSCH.

The most masterly work on the sex question in print.
It is written in language that anyone can understand,
and yet is not offensive to the most refined. No one
can afford to miss reading this book. b

The following subjects are discussed in the order
given.

1. Ouar Freethinkers and Christian Morality.

2. Explanations. 8. Oar Children. 4. Our Young
Men. 5. The Preventive Check. 6. The Girls.

7. Love. 8. The Value of Marriage and the Free
Love Movement. 9. The Happy Marriage of To-day.
10, How long wiil Love Relations last in & Free
Bociety? 11. Jealousy and Possession. 12. The Old
and the New Ideal. 13. Ethical Views on Coition.
14. Love and Friendship in a Free Society, 15,
Ideal Society. 16. The Number of Children in
Bociety. 17. Undesired Children,
ness. 19. The Sense of Sh 20. Ob y.

ree
18. - Licentious-

DR. FOOTE'S PLAIN HOME TALK
EMBRACING
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE.
B ——

For the Information of those who may be Interested, 1 would
c¢all attention to the popular edition of this book, that has been
a standard of irformation, and & source of knowledge to teus of
thousands of fam{lies for many years. The popularedition has
been brought out to meet the ability of the poor to buy, and {8
so0ld at the remarkable low price of §1.50.

Order from The Firebrand.

D&F Kurious Kreatures
Red Lizard, Mounted on card..

Porcupine Fish............... L00
Ccntipede, Mounted, 1.00
Beorpion, Mounted fine. . 1.00
Tarentula Spider, Snely Mounted . L00
‘Trap door 8pider, finely Mounted 1.00
Trap-door Bpider Nest......... 75
Horned Toad, fine Mounted. 160
'hlgnor 11oot long.. 8.50
Allgator 8 feet long.. 5,00
Snowy Owl. Large fine Bpecimen. .. 10,00
Ep. Gore, Taxldermist .
Warren Minn,

21, Prostitution. 22. Crime and Digease. 23. Ehri-
osity.—An Appeal to the Women. 24. Woman's

Emaacipation. 25. The Social Queation. 26. The
Propaganda.
Appendix:
Introduction. 2. The Criticism of a Leader.
8. The Charm and Beauty in Exclusiveness. 4, Wo-
man ve. Man. 5. .The Weakness of Woman. 6.

‘“Calling Names.” 7. Criticisma of Socialists and

three cents each.
Let us be Just. By W. Tcherkesoff. [An open letter to

" Anparchy. By Enrlco Malatesta... a
Anmbllm Its Philosophy and Idedl. By P.%Kropotkin.

in its Rel 1o Btate
By.unullonryu. R
A Talk About A C By ll .....
Anarchy on Trial. by Paris A

Common Bense Country. By L. 8. Bevington ......,
A Plea for Anarchist mmunism. By W. H. Duncan
Anarchist Communism. By Pcter Kropotkin....
" Boalal Demooracy lu . rmany. By G. Landauer.
Liberty Lyrics. By L. 8. Bevington. ...
Anarchist Morality, By Peter Kropotki
hnlnuon and Revolutionl By Elisee Reclus.
fon, By Peler K

Bases ol A
nomical. By Wllllm Holmes. . 55

God and the Btate. By Michael BlkounIn

The Commune of Paris, by Feter Kropotkin, and An An-r-

A chist on Anarchy, by Ellse Reolus (one volum.)

- Mrm Alm of Anarchism, By E, Stelnle .

ution. By B. H Gordon
Wmn and their Gratification. By Henry Add:
v, Btate 1 By G. B.8haw. 100 oopla-

Albert R. Parsons’ Book on Anarchism, Its Philosophy and

Bolentific Basis. German and English Editions; hand-

1 and Eoo-

Essss 88 55S92S8ES888 688

somely bound in cloth and gilt. 30 centa; paper cover. . 16
Life of Albert R. Parvons, with & brief .Blnur, ol the IAMI
M in Amerl; d and nice-
l;bwnﬂ‘mmvomu................ .............. I ]
The two books last named are but readabl
Bomba. The Poetry and Philosophy of Anarchy. By W.
A. Whittick, Paper 60 cents. Cloth, eee. LOU
: '.l‘ho‘l‘ﬂmp!\ of Death.” By Gabriel D'Annunl . Cloth.. l 1.60

The Wherefore Investigating 5
Company.

By LOIS WAISBROOKER.

—~—
=

- A THRILLING and deeply interesting story, intend-
ing to show the wrong, and the inevitable bad results
of monopoly in land. It is one of Mrs. Wauhmoker‘
_best and most powerful worn

A.-p did rv book of 313
~ pages. Don’t fail to read it.
‘LEND A COPY TO YOUR CONSERVATIVE NEIGHBOR.
THIS BOOK Is PRINTED IN CLEAR TYPS
ON GOOD PAPER AND IE BOUND
IN HEAVY PAPEB.
ks -
Q'UB'..PB-IOE ”Q"“m

2 2

WANTED—FAITHFUL MEN AND WOMEN
to aml igr mmn;:,t;lﬁi established tl-muﬂ
expenses, on permanen
- Enclose resed
m Btar

A hists. 8. Tolstoism. 9. A Paradox. 10. My
Hopes and Fears.
The price of this book is:
nicely bound $1.00
[ A fine Present for Friends,
ORDER FROM THE FIREBRAND.

Paper cover 50c. Cloth

-

Mrs. Walsbrooker’s Bookis.

My Century Plant ........ .
The Occult Forces of Bex
The Fountain of Life..

4 Bex Revolution..

Those who desire lo bluay \ha Bex Quettion will ind umpia =
food for thought in the above {our books.

Srandmotber's Lessons to Men, Yousg and of, on the
Basic P of Marriage Happiness....................
One has but to read tbe above and then be told that the pos-

tal department objects to its circulation, to ree how much goy-

ernment stands in the way of human happiness.
Bend orders to The Firebrand.

..§1.00

Other Books on Sex Relation.

The German Group, Chicago, I1l. meets every Friaay,
8o'clock P. M., at 635 Blue Island Ave.

A H ters in San F)
Open every evening from 7 til1 10 P. M,

1282)4 Folsom St

The Independent Educational Club meets every Bunday
evening, at 7:30 p. m. at 1927 E Bt,, Tacoma, Wash.

The Peoples Unlon, & fres discussion elub, meets every Sun
day evening at 935 Westminster St., Providence, R. I.

Enternational Group Free Initiative meets at 144 West
28th Bt., New York, on Thursdays and Saturdays at 8:30 p. m.

Eadleal L of all kinds, i lish periodi-
cals, can be found at the news stand of comrade I Rudash, Cor,
Essex & Division Streets, New York City.

Pamphleis in English, Hebrew and German languages can
‘be had by out of town stand-keepers and comrades, by addres-
sing A. Levin, 840 Cherry Bt., New York City.

The New Era, an advocate of the principles of Anarchy, or
absolute freedom of the individual in all things. A four page
monthly, 10 cents per year. Address: Lake Bay, Wash.

Group New meets evt?ry at 68 Orchard
8t., New York City., Lecture at 8 o'clock p. m. pamphlets in
English, Hebrew and German languages can be had at the
meeting.

The Group Proletariat meets and delivers lectures every
day night at 8 o'clock in the New-Prospect Hall, 48 Orchard
. New York. hets in English, G and Hebrew
languages can be had at the meetings. -

Delnicke Listy 18 an eight page Anarchist weekly paper,
published in the Bohemlln language at New York City,402 E
71" 8t. by the of Amer-
ica. Send for sample copy

The 8an Francisco Avarchist Club. Headquarters at 12324
Folsom Bt. will hold regular weekly sgitation weetings every

Diana, & Psycho-Physiological Essay on S8exual Relations. 25
Talks on Nature. Important Information for both Sexes.
A Treatise on the Btructure, F and p 1
Attractions of Men and Women. Nicely bonnd. ....... €0

*,* Q@ HELPING THE FIREBRAND _g@@F °*.*
WM. WHITTICK has kindly donated to us ten
coples in paper of his splendid book ‘‘Bombs,”
and five copies in -cloth. Anyone sending us
fifty cents will receive a copy in paper, or for
seventy-five cents a copy in cloth. It is a very
appropriate present for friends who love to read.
It will also be a great help to The Firebrand.

A eveniog at o'clock 1n the Universal Hall, 812 Pacifi¢ St.
Free Discusaion.

The Little F the only blished for the
young that s free from snperstition. Semi-monthly. Fifty
cents a year. On trial, six moutbs, iwenty-five cents. ‘‘As the
twig is bent the tree is inlined.” start the young right, and the
work s done. Address, Elmina D. Blenker, Snowville, Va.

The Altruist is & monthly paper llmedy by the Altruist Com
munity, of 8t. Louis, whose members hold all their property in

/| common, and both men and women have equal rights and

decide all their affairs by vote. T Y
cents a year; sample copy free. Address, A. Longley, 2819
Olive 8t., Bt. Louls, Mo,

THE FIREBRAND’S AGENTS.

The following n-md persons will receive and recelpt for
onations for The Firebrand.

Chicago, Il. C. Plnall_nnr. 289 W. Taylor Btreet.

P. Vandree, 302 Garfield Ave.
New York City.—I Rudash, 90 Stanton Btreet.

A, Levin, 840 Cherry St.

BafMale, N. X.—G. Lang, 29 Grape Street.
Philadelphia, Pa.—L, Rebotnik, 781 Plover Streot.
Bay City, Mich. W.P. Borland, 2495 Cente Ave.

g C. Plege. 880 N. Fourth Bt. (No. 2 rear).
Baltimore, Md.—B. Morwitz, 1141 East Lombard Btreet.
Lendon, Eng.—Tom Reece, 19 Ifield Road. Fulbam Road. 8w.

Glasgew, Beotland.—Wm. Duff, b N-umh.lo Gardeus, Crosmy
loof.

FLOWERS & SHRUBS.

AXYONE who will send a donation of ten cents to The Fire-
wrand, or & 50 oenta subsoription and a two cent. lump to pay
postage, I will eend four pack ol seed, d from my cat
slogue, whicti I send tree on application, or lour nice plants.
Among them are roses, ‘bulbs, house plants, and hardy outdoor
plants.

This in & splendid opportunity to get some nice flowering
plants and help The Firebrand at the same time.

Order of RenvnoLp HorFuay,
768 Glisan St., Portland, Oregon.

1 Orr for Prosperity Times; ‘“When Love is Liberty
and Nature Law,” 10¢; “Ougbt Women to bejPunished for Hav
ing too Many Ch 7" 6¢; “Moth d in F " bc;
“*Altgeld's Keasons for Pardoning Flelden, Neebe, and Bchwab,"
10¢; “The P:odln'l Daughter, or, the Price of Virtue,” 25c. Bend
$1, subseription to Lucifer, for one year and receive these
pamphlets free; or send {0 cents, 6 months tubscription and we
will forward your choice of 25 cents’ worth of these pamphlets
free. Lucifer is weekly, eight pages, the only paper of its kind
in the world. This is & rare chance of securing a large supply
of for 'y work, Add M. Har-
man, 1891 W. Congress 8t., Chieago, I11.
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