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Wuore No. 111,

A Liberal Gathering.

WaEN Autumn decks with gold and brown,
And the 8weet South bestrews the ground
With a earpet and canopy glorfous:
When whispering beech, and singing pine,
Woo's to the woods: nor recks the time,
Made hideous by old Boreas—

Bome jolly men and ladies gay,

A plenie drew together;

To air their views and have their say,

And dance upon the heather:

‘With song and laugh the wild woods rang,

And echo repeats the glee—

_ While from the glen came forth and sang,

“The Mountain nymph, sweet Liberty."

An1inow a banquet forth is spread,

With viands and wines and roses red, *

With jestand repartee: :
With wit and appetites allayed
Each then, with toast, hls views arrayed,
In parfect liberty. :
Up rose & man upon whose brow,
‘The frost of age was seen—
He séemed to speak, but yet somehow
‘The voice was much too Green!
Respectability was his theme;
And creeds alone alarming,
Free thought made popular his dream,
And ever the church reforming.

Oh we would lead the freethought hosts,

Away from God, away from ghosts,

The heresy of free love roast—

And damn its advoeate. ' <
We love the monogamie thrall
Political, government, and all,
And sing but after Ingersoli,
At early mass and late. i
He ceased, a smile passed o’er the throng,
But small applause waits on the song, * .
Cleatly a volce discordant here:
Freethought confined fo God alone, ' .
Was Ireedom, the erowd would never own,
And hence the smile and lack of cheer.
And now another aged man,
Arose to take his part,—
Old Winters rage and social ban,
Had struck his form, untouched his heart,
He spake,.and all around was still;
His eye retained the fire of youth, -
His words sincere all bosoms thrill,
Hiumanity proclaims it truth. o
1 would not lead the freethought hosts,
I've no regard for God or ghosts,
And H perchance it pleases 1e,
Beyond this life my friends to gee
I have no proof; I would not preach:
This truth of mine, let others teach:
‘To me "tis more important to know,
The way.to live on earth below!
And this my toast—The mothers of the race,
‘Their health and happiness: all other themes efface,
This truth I hold, all social wrongs we see,
~Have still one source, they spring from slavery!
Free mothers: and free sons and daughters bright,
Will surely follow as the day, the night;
And custom, laws, God, Government and all
That interfere will surely have to fall.
I plead forlove, with no restriction, free;
By.this, and this alone, true hearts united be.
To.cultivate just man and woman true,
No fact in nature shonld be hid from view.
I plead for education, let every woman learn, 2
How to concelve, or contracept the germ.
True education will render this truth sure,
The pure In heart will view all nature pure,
Tho' [ never live to see it, I shall work for it the same
To remove [rom Sister Woman this burning, blasting shame:
To remove “the stark and stinging shame of sex oppression

oW
. 1,would jein the pret Kernan, in his “grand and godlike

vow,”

“‘That despite the fangs 0l Custom =nd despite the churches
frown, AN & s

Womanhood shall wield its scepter; Womauhood shall wear

- itacrown. | ]
She hath borne-with man his crosses, she hath worn with
. imanhis chaing: . v
She hath suffered all bis losses, she hath suffered all his

‘Thus ended he, and from the liberal throng,
Cheer after cheer rrose to'greet the song:
And ladies + ith one aecord v
Cried, he shall be our Moses and lead us thro’ the sea,
Thro’ the red tea of bondage to a land of liberty,—
And mect with his reward.
The next in order to take his place,
Hsd more of & com posit face:
Yet certain features marked the man—
Apollo’s form; . the students graye position:
A workiig hero and a atern logiclan;
With easy grace he thus began—
Freel.hunxljl. free speach is just thething,
To slvoeate these busy days—
1is praise the press and pulpit sing,
But to forestall of course the ways,
Which logie might the subject bring,
Freedom alone, True freedom lays
Along the path marked out by God,
And dam'd be he who other paths may trod.
We all have hobbles and & way.
We think soclety sliould go:
But wbo's to really bave their say
‘When doctors disagree. You know
We all have equal rights, and may
The authority of others overthrow,
Relorming soclety is bound to fade,
8o many jockies, spoil a trade, *
1'd sing of Individual Soverignty,
THe care ot self the highest/ilm;
Reform begins at home. At least should be,
Do as you will; let others do the same,
All acts are right when from invasion free,
“Mind your own businesy” be the name
Inscribell upon our banners, then shall we
Rejoice to find ourselves in liberty.
Boycott &ll politics and quiet.y ignore,
The rulings of man in autbority dressed
Combine in sell interest, thus the more
Effectual your protest, you'll find it best.
A Martyr the cause may advance by his gore,
But exuse me, I'd rather be of the oppress'd.
Give me & live man to liberty bred
Fhold bim far better than a dozen cead.
Let workera co-operate to exch their p
Thatlabor may recelve the reward of its toll;
If money be needful arrange that its use
Be Iree to the trader: the usurer foll,
Free land would soon follow, for rent is abuse,
Apd the user alone has a right to the roil,
For the world i8 o large and nature could give,
A plenty to all who like brothers would live,
And this is our toast, Equal freedom’to all?
May Labor receive the wealth it creates,
May rulers confounded be and governors fall;
Humanity rejoice In fraternal estate.
Monopoly, poverty, and power may call
In vain to their satraps, thelr just doom awaits
The acts of the free men who's bannersshall wave,
“O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.”

| He ended and the liberal throng,

Arose as one lo greet the song
In loud and long applanse;
With parting fong upon the lea,.
They pledged the nymph sweet Liberty,
To labor in the cause.
See thedying day made glorious, .
By & promise richly spread, <
May the Century before us
Be by rays ol freedom led.

May the world of wealth and treasure
Tend to give each soul its share;
Mother Nature smiles in, pleasure,
Grants her children generous fare.

Give us freedom, and no favor,

Let us olear the way before us;

Laws aud creeds with Tyranny savor,
Join with Burns and swell the chorus—

“A Bg for those by law protected, .

Liberty’s a glorious feast,

Courts for cowards were erccted,

Churches built to please the priest."”
: A. L. BALLOU.

Porterville, N. Y, 2z ™ -

Organi zation or Association?

SoME persons ask how the railroads could be run
without nrgnn}/"v.atinn, and'a central directing bu-
reau, and many claim that organization isrequisite
to united effort, and that org:mi\zation necessarily
implies authority, and demand how united effort,
such as is necessary to run a railroad, or carry on
any extensive enterprise could be conducted in a
condition of Anarchy: .

I will admit that organization implies authority,
for I notice that the most simple form of organiza-
tion begins with the élection of a presiding officer
who is, by virtue of his election, vested with author-
ity. Admitting this I am unavoidably brought into
opposition to all organization. But 1 do not admit
that grganization is necesdry in order to earry on
works that require united effort. For organization
it is only 'y to sul !

Let me illustrate the difference between organi-
zation and association.
in a room and begin to discuss a certain question,

intion

Each one eays what is on his or her mind, and each
respects the equal privilege of all the others to ireely

express their thoughts: As-the discussion goes on
one after another is convinced that the position of
a certain one is correct, and they act upon that
conviction. All are free, have no cause of com-
plaint, and are satisfied. This is association. In
another room a like number of persgns are gath-
ered. They are discussing a certain proposition.

A presiding officer entertains all motions, and
cither rules them in order or out of order, while o
secretary takes them down. Every time a person..~

wants to say something he or she must ask permis-™

sion of the presiding officer, and so their only con-
cern soon becumes simply to get the recognition of
the chair. If two, or three, rise at_once they all
yell “Mr. Chairman,” and the one or'ones who are
unsuccessful in getting recognition mentally damn
the chairman for his partiality. All questions are
put to vote and the minority forced to accept the
decisions of the majority, not because the majority
has reason on its side, but because it has the largest
number.Many are dissatisfied and none have a
sense of having reached a conclusion as.a result of
fair and candid investigation and reasoning,

This is the difference between organization and
association. The illustration is a very simple one,
but the same results will ensue in all cases, no
matter how simpla or how complex the organiza-
tion or association may be.

It is generally supposed that a paper cannot be
printed and appear at regular intervals unless the -
work of getting it out is organized and a foreman,
vested with authority, is in charge of the work.
The Firebrand is an illustrdtion of the fallacy of
this belief. It has been issued under the most try-
ing circumstances and conditions, and yet it has
come out with a fair regularity, and that without
any organization, formanizing or compensation to
induce exertion. Some times one person,some
tinies another has set the type. The same is true
of making up the forms, of editing copy, of mailing
the printed papers etc., and,yet the work has gone

A number of persons.meet

—_—




“.but I could not ignore the facts, nor. escape the - -

ok

- -In that event everything would move on freely and

. The modus operandi of association and of organi-
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. THE FIREBRAND

,on. T have seen the work on a farm done as freel).r
and with 98 little exercise of authority. T have
~knowmr the eattle men of a certain scope of country,
its bounderies defined by natural conformations, to
meet in voluntary association, lay out the work of
the springs “rcund up,” and each one recognize
what his work will be, “fly at it,” and do all the
work incident to a general round up, without any
organization or authority—simply by voluntary
asgociation. Tt eeemed strange to me at the time,

- coming as -1 did froma region where everything
was organized, and under authoritative direction,

But .be central idea is very different, and it is
because of this difference that F-take my stand for_
association and against organization. In agsocia-
tion every one chooses which part of the work he
or she will perform, and then zoes ahead and does
Ait, not from fear of penalty, or for hope of reward,,
but because they recognize that the suceess of the'
undertaking depends upon their successfuII}" earry-
ing on’the work they have chosen, Ti for any rea-
son they become unfit, dr unwilling to continue
performing their chosen funetion;, another can be -
found who will undertake to do it. - In an organi-
zation everyone is suppozed to obey the laws of the

conclusion. "I liave traveled over good roads built
by voluntary associated effort-in-a-region where the
country roads, the roads built by atthority and
organization, in the eame region, wete impassable.
Every day T see people going and coniing, passing
each other, crossing each q!.hl'rn p:l'.]]. and mixing
and mingling in every conceivable way, unorgan-
ized, but associated, and the necessities that arise
direct their actions.

Every student of human nature knows that some
persons are qualified for some kinds of work, soime
for other kinds. With this fact in view, and the
facts of association just sighted, we can easily see
how railroads could be successfully operated without
authoritarian direction, or organization. The rail-
road men can meetwnd lay out the work to be
accorpplished.  The engineers will very naturally,
assume the task of running the exgines and will
form their own associdtion in order to decide which
one will go oot on this train, which on that. The
firemen and breakmen in like mannér. The ’
machinists, and others engaged in building and
repairing the rolling stock, as well as those engaged
in building and repaifing the road beds, bridges,
ete., will each one find hig place in the work just as
cach bee finds its work, and by eounseling and
‘mntual agreement they will reduce the expendature
of energy necessary to accomplish the work in hand
to the mihimnm: The telegaph operators would
take their regular turns at the instruments, and
each train would be reported as to its whereabonts,
just as’it is now. There being no watered stock to
demand dividends, life saving ratlrer than time sav-
ing methods would be introduced, and all the pre-
cuulinny)qw known, or to be invented, which were
practical and expedient would be applied. Two
parallel tracks could be laid, and the time honored
custom of keeping to the right will continue as a
safe guard against accidents,

All this, and. in fact all the details of successful

“and safe 1‘.\ilrn|u'li.m.; can be worked-out, elaborated,
and put in practice by the valuntary association of
those-whose natural inclination leads them to work
at railroading..  This will leaq to efficiency, both in
operation and safety arrangements, by attiacting
only. those whise natural desires lead them into
this kind of work. The highest efliciency is ulways
attained by those who love their work, and take
delight in what they are doing. 2

But supposing we wdmit the neccessity. for organ-
Sization.  1f we have dn’ organization it will be one
from which anyone may withdraw at any time.
That would fob authority of its power to enforce,
and practically reduces it to mere association.
Supposing, however, we form an organization, elect
officers by majority vote, and elaborate u code of
procedure and establish a centra] directing bureau. /|

smothly as long as those doing the work willingly
abey the directions of the central burean. If at any
time the workers, or any numbeér of them, should
beconie dissatisfied and refuse to obey orders then
the central bureau must exercise anthori ty,and
inflict some penalty upon the recreants, or the
organization will fall into disuetude, s an organi-
zation, and in order for the work to proceed volun-
tary association, founded on mutual agreement,
must take its place. >

| ber ot organe, each being the seat of a special mental

organization, and in tinie the good of the organiza-
tion becomes. paramount, and the wish of the indi-
vidual, and even the happiness, and, carried out to
its logical conclusion the life of the individaal
becomes w secondary consideration.  In voluntary
associntion the-well-being of the varions individ-
uals is the end, the work in hand the means used to
accomplish the end.  The individjals asanciate
beciause they expect to illCT(‘llSﬂ%eir happiness,
add to their comfort and contribute to their well-
being generally.  If the operation of railroads, or
telegraphs, or any other enterprise will contribute
to the general well being, and by so doing add to
the well-being of each individual, this fact will be
sufficient to cause the association.df 2 no mber of
individuals who like that kind of work, for that pur-
pose, in suflicient numbers to carty it on success-
fully, and they will arrange the details so as to
accomplish this in the best and at the same time
most expeditions manner.

1t is useless for anyone to try to picture details
of the future society, ur to describe just how free
people will 4 It must be remembered that all
aseociation, and all the details of arrangement in
sueh association, is of ¢ ity fitted to the condi-
tions nnder which it exists, and must be in order
to continue its existence, and for this reason it is
impossible to say whiit form any association will
take in the future.  But of dne thing we may be
assured.  Human beings, seeking to gratify their x
derires for comfort, for enjoyment and for associal
tion will, when they have learned to allow each
Gther full freedom, find by experience the best and
easiest method of gaining this gragification.  °
HENRY ADDIS,

- ————

“Ireland” on Anarchists,

" Asy phrenologist who has accepted Anarchy, or
Freedom, must at once be pained and bewildered by
the amount of good brain work, printers’ ink, and
paper that is expended in periodicals devoted to the
propaganda of Freedom, or life without State interfer-
ence; and hy the word-squables which the followers
of freedom hold with one another as to the use of
terms defining their ideas. For instance, one holds
himself to be an Anarehiat-Communist, and not an
Anarckist-IndividualfSt ; another proclaims himself a |
Veluntarist, or a Free Lifeist. Another calls himself a
Competili’ve-(\narchié!, and 8o on. All these apparent
differences arise from the want of a correct knowledge
of the human mind. .

To understand Anarchy, or Freedom, we must first
understand man—not from the process of gelf inspec-
tion, but from observation, not from réflection on our
own particular consciousness, not from turning our eyes
in upon own thoughts and feelings, but from turning
them away from ourselves and on our fellow men. This
cdn be done hy the aid of Phrenology. Dr. Gall's
discoveries have shown us that the faculties of the
mind, the elementary principles, desires, and instincts
whichin their aggregate compose tlie human mind, are
innate, inborn, and ingenerate: that they exist in the
brain alone, no other organ of the hody being possessed
of any mental emotion whatsoever; that-the brain,
then, is not a single organ, but is composed of a num-

faculty; that size of brain, other conditiona being duly
considered, is a measure of power; that what is true of
.the brain as a whole is true of it in its parts; and that
the strength of ‘these parts differ in different individu-
als. Therefore there are no two individuals constituted
alike, which accounts for the differences that exist in

-zation is very nearly the same, and for: this reason
" many persons fail to distinguish between them. -

the human race, intellegtually, morally and socially.

mental faculties can be estimated with a considerable
degree of accuracy, by-the skilled observer, from the
size-and shape of the head. ] .

What dre these faculties? Lack of space would pre-
vent, on this occasion, the enumeration of all; let us.
therefore name as many as will illustrate the ohject of
this article.

There are, then, ‘deeply implanted in our brains, in
different degr@ea of strength, Conscientions, Firmness,
Self-esteem, Love of Approhation, Love of Indepen-
dence, Communal, or Group Friendship, Personal, or
Individual Friendship, Destiuctiveness, or agygressive
Energy, Combativeness, or defensive Energy, Caution,
Secretiveness, Acqu 7or the provident energy,
for our purpose.

When onefof these faculties is larger than the others,
jthe tendency is for it to tuke the lead, as it were, in
lthf;.r':'ueu!ai congress, and predispose the mind in a cer-
taid direction. When, for instanee, Communal
Friendship is large in any Individual Anarchist, he,
by a process of introspestion,, is apt to place too much
importance on the communal state of u:-&el\etu}, and
calls himself an Anarchist-Communist. - And if he has
the power of writing well, hie tends, backed up by
Buperstition, to furce his particular mind bits on other
people. in, should the bent of his iiiind be towards
Individual friendshipand large Independence, e calls
himself an Individualist- Anarchist. Thus we see how
introspection leads us astray, and canges a vast amount
of useless writing and contention. 2

All men, then, who are Anarchists are more or less
Communists or Individualists, because the desire for a \
communal state of existence is more or less implanted
i_n all minds, as is that for the iml}rvidual state. There
are persons who care for neither state, called hermits,
There are also men who have no sense of evinmunal
friendship, but call a few individuals whose sociéty
is agreeable to them, friends. In a state of freedom

/| there will be room for all, even the hermit!

Don’t let any particalar bias of mind turn your eyes
away from your neighbors, and study men by the aid
of abservation, not of come particular school of
thought. '

Therdesire for communal, as for individual exist-
ence is natural, but when we live in common, or with
a few frienils; our inmost self-love and independence
will always nore or less preserve our individuality.
The organ of Independence will always keep us more or
less independent, self-esteem will always keep us on a
pedestal, or within a charmed circle in which no one
must tread, not even those most deéar to us.

How-will men get on together in a state of freedom?
By the aid of their self-esteem, independenca, consci-
entiousness, love of approbation.  Some outsiders
think that when this state of existence, called Anar-
cny, prevails, we shull be encroaching on one another's
dignity, shall always be slapping one another on the
back and saying—*What cheer, old chap! give me
your coat,” and ‘‘I'll take your hat.”

But such a state of society could not exist under
freedom, as it is contrary to the constitution of the
human mind. Our desire for approbation, our
instincts of self , ienti , and caution,
our aggressive and defensive disposition would always
keep us from encroaching too far on one another’s dig-
nity or sel raspect; and especially as possession will
be under reasonable conditions, and natural pleasures
would be the outcome.

Under our present absurd conditions of life, it is car-
ried to the most rediculons extent. Now a man can
stand up before his fellow men and point to a tract of
land—at times three hundred thousand acres—and
say, “This 18 mine.””  Practically it is his because the
law, that is brate force, protects him. He could not h:v
his own individuality protect his so-called property.
Self-esteer is carried to the same extraordinary - -
extent, because he can purchase, as it were, all the
abdurd alnount of estimation that his misgnided mind ’
can wish for. ’ i

_Anarchy will not, then, change the constitution of
the hbuman mind, bat simply develop it, changing only
the conditions under which we live. Therefor an
Anarchist-Communist and an Anarchist-Individualist
are one and the same.

Let us not, then, seek within for définitions of any-
i:bing, for we must each be naturally more or less ’
biased in certain,directions.

. /Themselves men made the mirror of their kind
And think nought is but what they finq at home,

. —{Liberty, London.
T —— - ———

| Moreover, the strength and weakness of most of these

CoMRADES, circulate The Firebrand!




. back to Adam.

s o e

> A Lament.
Wrat they, have made our briel life, alas!
Those meddling quacks who, not content to work,
Would make of humankind one, glaut a8s,
’llmt for its flesh they might; tike ngera tark:
IIW plain, how simple is our Itfﬂ indeed!
To be, to love, to work and to create—.
1s this not ali"aml how we rage and bleed
With needless aims and strivings intricate!
- Basie Dani.
. -
Tlu- Religion of Constantine,
ESSAY READ BEFORE THE Baristos (ORE. ) LITERARY
SOCIETY.
Tue researches of (Gierman scholars
Iy demonstrated that the Synoptic Gospels,—Mathew,
Mark and Luke—were derived from one common orig-
inal, which more nearly resémbles the short gospel of
Mark than either of the others. As to who was the
author of this original manuscript is not known “‘nor
can we rely on the strict historicity of this source, for
there are statements in it that are manifestly colored
by the earler tradition.” This Gospel of Mark contains

" no statement of the miraculous birth of Jesus; and in

Mathew and Luke we have this contradiction, that
while they assert that Jesus was not the son of Joseph,
ye't both Gospels trace his genealogy through Joseph
"The (iospel of John is a different
affair.© It was written in the second century to refute
the growing sect of (inostics, who asserted that every
man hiad within him the power of Divinity, and that
he might develop this power by fasting, prayer and
other exercises. The gospel of John admits this, but
asserts that this power could only come through the
mediation of Jesus of Nazareth—Chap. 1, ¥er. 12:
“But.as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even'to them which
believed on his name.” The Gospel of John, then,

is an attémpt to identify Jesus of Bethlehem with the
Logos or Word, the second pergon in the Trinity.-
The Synoptic Gospels waver between the thought of
Jesus ag merely a preacher of righteonsness, and Jesus
as a redeemer only for those who believe on his name
and accept him in baptism. The Fourth Gospel has
no hesitation, and according to it, only they who look
fo Jesus.can be saved. 1t is interesting to study the
discrepancies between the pure ethical teachings
attributed to Jesus in the sermon on the mount and
the sayings and the doings elsewhere laid at his door.
For instance, campm‘eihis emphatic charge, “I say
unto you, resist not evil,” compare this with his tak-
ing a scourge of small-cords and lashing the money
changers out of the temple. Compare also his teaching
of the gospel of love to all men with the dogma else-
where set forth of an endless hell of torment for dis-
believers!! .

Now to my mind nothing is easier than to account
for these things. The real teachings of Jesus, which
are truths old as eternity, and may be found scattered
through the Hebrew Kabbala, and even in the old
testament,—while there is nothing there but had been
taught long before by Gautama Buddha—I say these
teachings were essentially democratic and fraterpal.
They recognized no distinetion of rank or'wealth,—
“‘give all thon hast to the poor” and-*‘whosoever would
be greatest among you let him be your servant,” etc.
They set forth the absolute equuh!} of all'men as chil-.
dren alike of the heavenly Fatler, and’the duty of
complete sacrifice-for our fellows. But wlien the
adherents of the new doctrines became so numerous:
as to outweigh the followers of the old religion, the
priests and politicians persnaded Constantine to adopt
Christianity as the state religion of Rome. Now a
state'religion is emphatically opposed to equality. It

~involves the idea of authority—some to command

while others obey, It must havea head, supported
by a priestly aristocracy. With this object in view the
damnatory clauses were ingerted in the gospels—pen-
alties for non-concurrence in the state religion. And

. these interpolations were clumeily performed by men

- whose last thougiit was the ‘*higher criticism,” in

the days before the pripting press, when parchment
manuscripts were worth hundreds of times their weight
in gold, and the masses conld not read even if they
could have had access to them. The idea of Jesus as

. a-heavenly king was emphasized, and the Father was

degraded into an avenging Moloch whose anger was
terrible and relentless agaipst unbelievers. 1ns word,
‘Christianity went back to the Jehovah of the time of
Saul, who orders a wholesale butchery of his enemies,

__and whose priest, Samuel, hews Agag ‘‘in pieces before |'

the Lord!” Of the Council of Nicaa, in the year 325,

, have pret-t‘y’cle.sr-'

S whlc.h uhould md shounld not be considered Scripture,
leven so conservative a scholar as Prof. Max Muller

bas this ta say:* ‘*As to the behavior of the bishops
assenibled at Nicaa, the less that is ‘=aid about it the-
better; but [ doubt whether tlre members.of the Chi-
cago Council, including bishops, archibishops and car-
dinals, would feel flattered if they were to be likened
to the fathers assembled at Niciea.”

' Now in view of these fﬂcts is it not amusing to
notice the conceit with which pulpit-pounders hurl at
the heads of their audiences dogmas that were laid

.| down by the corrupt and villainous priesthood of Con-

stantine in the fourth century! I have heard this win-
ter & man, who tried to spread the notion of his great
learmng. denounce in unmeasured terms that purest
of patriots, and one of the most eminent of the fathers
of his country, Thomas Paine! This, perhaps, is not
to be wondered at, when we consider that the preacher
is opposed to true freedom f¢rthe human mind—that
be is a stern supporter of authority in matters of
religion, and has an endless hell prepared for those
who decline to submit to the dictum of the Council of
Nicwea, and that heartless fiend, John Calvin! For-
Thomas Paine's doctrine was this—identical with the
unsllj_x?éd teachings of Jesus—" Every man my broth-
er, every woman ny sister, the world my country, and
to do good my religion.” And Thomas Paine’s mem-
ory will live when the memory ‘of your Talmages, and
others, will have relapsed into the rottenness of
obh\lon

But let s consider what were t]w real teachings of
Jesus, the wheat sifted from mountains of chaff.

“‘tiive to im that asketh of thee, and from him that
would borrow of thee turn not thou away.” “If any'
man take away thy cloak let him have thy coat also.”
“Gi;e all thou hast to the poor’;” and “lay not up
treasures on earth.””  His religion was emphatically &
religion of works--four-fifths of the sermon on the’
mount wus devoted to the second commandment—
duty to our neighbor; not a word of redemption
through the blood of Jesus. This latter was a dogma
invented by the worshippers of Mammon to supply the
place-of their own failure to carry out the law of *‘love
your neighbor as yourself.”” When the lawyer asked
him what he should do to inherit eternal life, Jesus is
is reported to have said, *“What is‘written in the law,
haw readest thon?’ His answer was, ““Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy
neighbor as thyself.” Jesus said, “Thon has answered
right, this do and thon shalt live.” He then showed
him how the wayfaring Samaritan did goud to his
neighbor, when priest and preacher, as they do now,
passed by on the other side.

Now, my friends, I have been accustomed to hearing
heavy denunciations of infidels by men who failed to
follow the very first precepts of Jesus. To thig 1 have
only to reply, Friends, don’t let us be bypocrites. If
we put in six days in the week in the service of mam-
mon and devote an hour or two's lip-service on the
seventh to a little thought of God, don’t for heaven's
sake let us call onrselves christians! The taking
thought for the morrow, and the laying up treasures
on earth, may be Constantinity, but it is certainly not
Christianity. And I often think as 1 enter a church,
and eee the faces get in a settled conventional, churchi-
fied gravity, and hear hymns and prayers put together
in the regulation form—I often think of what .Jesus i¢

said to have told the Samaritan woman: “Ye wor-
ship ye know not what.” W. Y.
e i
The Longshoremen’s Strike at
Hawburg

THE readers of The Firebrand will probably
refnember where I called attention to the longshore-
mwen’s strike about three months ago.

The history of strikes repeats itself here, as far as
the two fundamental principles are concerned, i. e.
State Socialistic and Anarchistic. When fhe strike
broke out there was quite a revolutionary disposi-
tion among the men on the basis of a general strike,
which in my estimation is one of the precursors of
the social revolution, so the State Socialists did not
have many listeners when they advised the strikers
to wait and abide *‘law and order.” ' But it did not
take very long for the flowery speakers of the Sociat
Democragy to mesmerize-the rebellious spirit of the
discontented men. The result can be easily-foretold
by every Anarchist. It will not take very long to
starve out tﬁ stuborn subjects.

* Arena, Dec., 1894, W, Y.
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stand on their old prop soitr for the
longshoremen eéither to accept the old conditions or

men to give up the strike and to submit, after three
_| months misery and struggling against all privation.
Under such conditions the majority lost their spunk.
But a large minority imposed itself against the sub-
missives, and: the trouble commenced when one of
the strike breakers fired u revolver against a striker,
a (ight ensued and the police made an “*‘open sabre”
charge against the recaleitrants. Then the strikers
Roon forgot the scabs aund so they all jvent againts
the police, and a regular battle ensued. . Everybody
took a part in it. It seemed to be a popular hate .
and vengence against *‘law and ordeér,” so the com-
batants let fly bricks, stones, timber, old iron coal
and so forth, in tact there was nothing spared to
hurt the police; the ladies even went so far that they
boiled water to scald the heads of “*Billy's watch-
dogs.” :

There was-a whole lot of arrests made and oue sta-
tion alone counted 56, with a large nnmber of woun-
ded from among the police as well as from among
the people. But that was not.all.  The-fun recom-
enced the next day in great style on the schaarmarkt
place, but there it was a little too easy for the mouu-
ted police to take advantage against the demonstrat-
ors, 80 a8 the people soon got wind of that, they
cleared the place and retired to the adjoining streets,
whers they desperately fought until one o’cluck in
the morning. The energetic disposition of soma few
men has now turned the whole strike into another
channél. ‘I'he senate of the city makes now all the
possible efforts to induce the bosses to compromise,
but if they will suceeed is another question. But
there is one dead sure thing that only by violence
we can impose our rights on the professional exploit-
ers. Now dear friends, if you should ever be impli-
cated in strikes figure out if there is soms way to
“expropriate” tha bosses, and if you see your way
through, go ahead with all your self conlidence, and
that will surely settle it all right in a couple of days.

: A. KLEnENCIC.
e ——————
Best and Right,

“For one T heartily agree with Comrade Mala-
testa in supposing that no one system of procedure
will universally abtain even when we have full lih-
erty.  Some men will prefer one, sonie another;
and, from the very fact that they are free, will they
seek to gratify their differentinting tastes in the
way which seems to them, as individuals, the best.
The coming system cannot, then, be a perfect one,
for only one way cin be right and best.”

With the sentence of Malatesta, the present
writer can fully agree; not g0, however, with the
regretful comments on this state of ditferentiation;
nor with the dogmatic distum that “but on way
can be right and best.”

Everything parties dosire, is right and best, pro-
vided nobody else is interfered with.  Parties wo
any transaction, must be their own judges of what
is right and best; and as conditions vary, so will
modes of procedure differentiate. Nature-in all her
transactions atfording unlimited liberty, produces
coextensive variety. “Variety makes the spice of
life.” Tt is better for mankind that Byington
should lead his own studiouns life, and thatall
others indulge their divergent tastes, than that.we
should all be “cut over one last.” T.

Portsmouth, 0.

——-——
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Mrs. Jauch, each 50c. Hursen, 40¢. Austin, Gibson, White,
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The strike lasted for three months, but the bosses 3

. fight” by force for their rights. Here, again, the
Social Democratic autheriiies recommend to their -
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Anarchy. A soclal theory which regards the unfoun of order
with the apsence of all direct governmentof man by man as the
politival ideal; absolute iudividual itberty. —Ceutury Dictlonary.

Loék To 'I‘l.u: End.

By the light of history’s pages
Travel bucl the past tead ages; .
Ever find the tragic story telling just the same:
- Man in bloodiest war engages;
Tortures, burns and kills the sages; | i
Ever stained with blooa and crime uand lust of power
 and famie.

i Whoscan answer, who can say

Mari is wiser, -now, today,

Than when Egypt's lermhs'}ivenl and reighed on

. , earth?

Does the State's or Churely’s sway
-Offer any nobler way =~

Are not countlexs millions doomed to wretchedness

from birth?

The world is ruled by millionaires;
The cross of Chrigt no meseage bears—

Throws but a blighting shadow everyihere o'er life:
The rulers.claim all that is theirs )
The toiler’s harvest—all save tares '—

Where do history's pages show base robbery more

rife?

. ~=—— Lust of gold, of power athirst,
G : This Man's history from the first— .
A Ever since the written record was hegun on stone or
skin: -
Ever muking gods the worst
Reflect all his deeds accurst ; 7
Showing by his worsllired gods how poor Man's life
; a8 been.’ -

ig v eples ris . B .
High the towera and steeples riso rriches per se, but only the worship of riches.

Of churches mocking fairest skies,—
But within does right word spoken ever greet the ear?
And with.every hour that flies
Fhe Church all freedom ¢'er denies,—
The eross-crowned Church_holds juggling priest—no
prophet, poet, seer.

% Ever chained by ‘Superstition ;
Fver glaves to old Tradition,—
' So the toilers of the world build here on earth their
hell:
Seemingly without volition ;
1 Witless in self-wrought perdition,—
0, for this sad inanition be there word or spell !

Unnumbered slaves of every nation;
Old archetype lies their adoration ;

It would not seem a grievous wrong their choice to

dwell in hell,— - &

But that the coming generation

o

May wallow in the same stagnation; §
They suicide as well as ring the little children's knell.
CriNtoN LOVERIDGE.
3 A Picture of Civilization.
b MiLtiond starying in India: 10,000 children dying
Br for want of nourishment in N. Y. City in one year:

70,000 people suffering for necessaries in Chicago:
3,000,000 lahorers out of work in tha U. 8. : -all laborers
getting lgss than one third of the products’of their
labor: snicides have increased since 1890 from 2,040
1,520 last year, and murders from 4,200 to 10,652 in
the same time, an increase of 270 per cent. in 6 years
and the attrocities of the Spanish Cuban war: what
g J an awful, horrible picture of society. Don’t mock me
by calling it civilization, Who can deliver usfrom the
impending destruction? I go to the politician and he
prescribes some mere paliative nostrum which implies
an increase of laws, when we are niréldy. burdened
with' too much government, which I think is the prin-
cipal cause of our troubles. I goto the preacher whose
business ought to be, to fid the world of evil but he
" has no remedy at all. He says ““The poor ye have
with you always. There shall be famines and pesti-
lences and wars and rumars of wars, but the end is
not yet,” He looks for & millennium to end evil, but
. does nothing to bring itabout. It sebms that he leaved
“ the millennium business entirely to God, but thinks -
he can do ders in the i business against
fire in the future world that he knows as'little about as
. theinsared. ‘It is not his business to make the world
3 better, he is a sky pilot—one would think soma of
. them were prosecuting attorneys for the Lord, whose
business it is to convict a8 many as possible and send
them to hell. Of course the preacher’s vocation per-

T

=

1 lilé and not to morality or oar relation.to each other | of his own moral manhood. I just received a letter i
in '-l?i’ li!e._ The preacber is human and has to make | from a.friend who gaid, ‘‘ Absolute individual freedom,
a living—he preaches for a chiurch and chufrches; con- | for the ideal man is-all right. But rules applicable to

~aonant-with the spirit-of the age; ar p “Hean intell ly and-morally developed man, witl=—

 must work for the interest of his church by scatinig as | hardly apply to the undeveloped savage’ etc. The
many as he.can into the fold and then hypnotizing the same friend wroté a very able article some years ago
members into a soothing sense of security. from future | on heredity and environment as the cause of all differ-
accounts of indebtedness that might come up against - ences in character, and of course, he argued logically
them, or he would loose his job. It is not the business that no one was deserving of sensure or praise, 2ad its
of the preacher to teach morality, and to save the peo- corollary, that no one deserved punishment nor

= ple here. - Oh no! he is not Jesus Christ, he is a hu- reward. He thinks we should have laws to restrain

man—he can’t tell the people blunt truths like Christ ‘‘the products of the slums.” I would remind him

did. If he in a discourse stambles onto an ethical + that laws imply punishment, and if no one is deserving

principle tanght by his masters, he hammers it out of punishment, why punish? 1 would also remind

into'a sheet of infinite platitude ltaving no point nor him, that the ideal man implies according to his own

pinch to-it. I do not wish to be understood as sen- | argument, an ideal environment, or condition. Then,

suring the preachers, for I have many friends among  how are we to arrive at the ideal condition by advocat-

them. They are as jolly a set of fellows as [ ever met. |ing and perpetuating evil, wrong, punishment?

Some of them are real smart too. | They have selected | Those who reason as he does, remind me of the old

the ministry as.a profession, to be eiployed for a live- lady in the song:

lihood and it is their duty to dish up’every, Sunday | “O°mother may I go out to swim?

just what is palatable to their employers. The poor O yes.my darling daughters. -

do not employ them, but they are taken into the Hang your clothes on a llickor_vll'imb,

church the same as a rich man, which is very. charit- . Butdos ggo néar the waters.

able in the rith, and they are promised as good a posi- Th_e ideal man is a po_ssible man. The possible man

tion with as fine a toned harp in the hereafter as the impi!es a possible ““21‘*'““{‘- A possible condition

rich man gets. But the preacher enjoins them to be | i™plies means to prdduce it. The ideal man is only

humble, submissive, patient and hopéful for the crown | Posgible amid fre€ environments. We must all learn

of glory that awaits them ‘rtu swim. . We must all go;mlo‘ the water to learn
Now, if Christ had been employed by a cotere of rich ?The mce.muat comeup ,"O thig ideat mpar., Thrace

Jews as priest of their synagogue he would not have must go into the clear water of freedom to approach

said a rich mand cannot enter the Kingdom of God. j ehs fdzal mani" i JOhanrgs)
He would not have told the young man who had great | I.h" abaro, 1ll.

riches, to “‘go, sell all thou hast and give it to the ! L e e i

poor” and have him go away sorrowfal. The rich do Clippings and Comments.

not go from the church sorrowful if:the preacher knows Ix France, the country of small proprietors; 66 per
his business, except per chance from the funeral of vent of the sails {8 owned by landlgrdsholdin;z mupre

‘one of his children. The preacher to get a good salary than 25 acres, and about 50 per cent by owners of more
must tell bis parishoners that Christ did not condemn | than 100 acres. Since 1848 the number of individual
That o | holdings has decreased by 150,000./ The Reveil Sovial
i W d hi \ \ . |says the'rnral population has diminished in five years_
i witl |_$l,n()(], cou a::{n. 118 s?u .lnure. Y potting |20 405, The same journal shows how in a singlé gen-
his aflections on and worshiping his little pile than the | eration the rent of a 50 acre farm rose 150 per cent. .
millionare who gave liberally to the church, or as he | Concentration.of wealth goes forward in all countries
would phrase it, to the Lord. [ heard a preacher give iuhka.—[(/ommon Cause.

and bis rich parishioners went away glad that they < ?Our populist and “money reform” friends, that a
were there, and landing the profundity of their . | large volume of money in circulation will secure
preacher. Their poor tenaiits went away probably ° ! prosperity. France has a circulation of about ffty
reproaching themselves for dofitig too much on riches, | dollars per capita, and populist orators referring to
as their minds had been occupied in devising how to | this fact to prove that fifty dollars per capita would

raise the $500 rent they had scon to pay. : | bring prosperity in the United States.
When I think of God’d poar, the Devil's poor and ‘ - * wR
the poor ,dEVi_lH" the latter class so largely predomina- Buffalo, March 8.—Senator Lamy and Assemnblyman

ting in numbers, yet nearly all of thém assenting to | Braun have been requested to introduce into the atate

th? vonventional sentiment .!Imt the church is ?.good | the supervision of state officials all the newepapers

thing, the amount of education necessary to bring | published in the state.

them to a sense of what hurts them is appalling. | " The measure provides that within 20 days after the
g | y8 aft

I have attended chiurch a great deal in the last ten | f?f;’f“.’i‘.?g".fsL:’hee?tf;éhﬁﬁi‘é":°,Lii’?}fg?§’n"§'f“1%' pal

o ; : : coun g or

years, and I have not heard a single truth emphacized more, men suitable to act as censors of all newépupers

by an orthodox preacher that conld make any pereon | published in said counties. :

a better citizen. I have heard much that was.very .| Any person writing or causing to be printed any

demoralizing:, Even the “Liberal,”” broad minded f‘“”::“izg'bp"{;ion :;l’ ag?.‘z '?;T{Ii‘g: nuf.hpus‘ed fﬂ n ﬂﬂdd
e pae | a| v @ cel uilty o v, al
preachers, exercise only a negative influence for good | lt':spenultyyrar co(nvicgion therc eha%l bea_i:{:mén.n

by hieaking down the superstitions of the age. Rabbi | ment in the state penitentiary not ding five years
Hirseh of Chicago, seeing the distinction between | or not less than one year, or a fine of $1000. or $5000,
feligion and morality, and that they did not necessar-  ©F both.—[Oregonian. ,

ily coexist in a church, and seeing the necessity for | This shows to what desperate straits the ruling —
morality among the people, organized in his gogue | class will go if allowed to.. New York is called the

a ‘Society for ethical Culture.” Christian churches | Empire State and thus they are trying to materialize

not to be outdone by the Jews, also organized “Socie- | emperial powers. ‘“Free America,” oh!!

tied for ethical Culture.” Butghey soon died out. It L

was found that the more moral principle there was | Tue following episode in metropolitan life should

caltivated, the less religion the members had, and the | mot be passed over lightly ;

less hold the preachers had on their parishioners. For thﬁéﬂw_ t:l_yﬂt?]goéh?rempl? ees of S:!omion %ﬁdem"on,
X o R . | the florist in the Hoffman House, noticed at 5 p. m. a

"pmh" on ";?ml subjects, go lola chl.;nh. ’I“he preach short, thick-set man stop in front of the place. He

ers never advocate a great good nor denounuce a great. | pezed for a moment at the magnificent floral display in

evil: They never denounce war nor riches. They the window and then shook his bead dolefully. ~Pase-

favor strong government and more laws, oblivious of | ers-by heard him say: “Extravagance, extravagance!

the fact that in proportion as people depend on gov- 4 willul, wanton waste—and what for? To satisfv the

¢ bolish ¢il. th tax thei 1 .| whim of some pampered society pet. Some ball, 2ome

ke!nme:n toa 18h an B\‘I y 8y relax elr mora. | waste of muney, while thousands are Eta.rving. .‘im.ue

energies, There would be ter: temperance workers | dance while others die.”

where there is one if there was no prohibition laws | The;_he ﬁ:ﬂw l}}:&ck ﬂfmznt?n i]nnidelpoclret and sent it

: : 22 , : | crashing throug! e florist’s plate-glass window.
:egn::sl lful]:w. 'lflthere ;r;u;:n g_;o\lemmgm:,_ Ling Ten | Then he ealmy folded his arms and waited. Some of
nths of the people would be moral suasioniats. Ten | the employees rushed at him. *‘What have you

men would study ethical sociology where one now done?”’ demanded one of them. ,

does. They would:feel the necessity for it, whereas *“You have seen,” he replied; ‘‘now have me arrest-

now they are spathetic, depending on laws to keep ed

people straight, by iniringing continually on their im. 5

righte. ; . | “What,did you break the window for?” asked the ~

‘The world has never trusted to its own moral | magistrate.

h_’i‘hen'policemln Schit;ttman was called and arreat.edv

‘tains to the unknown and the unknowable—theorizing
about eur relation to God and ) hypothetical luture

2s 0 : | “To call attention to my starving condition and the
strength. If a child is always supported, it never - [ condition:0LEhe SHAFving {hn'usin e wll}g arenf:rn ol te
ilearns to walk.  Man has never stood on the dignity ' g d on paper charity,” he responded. He was

>
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that same exegesis of Clrist’s condemnation of riches, | The above shows the fallacy of the claim, made by

legislature a bill which provides for the placing under -
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held for tsial.
People

~Such Gplso(le! such acts ot mbelhon ngamst. utar-
3 vatwn must continue as long as men are not willing

" to wait for the politicians to provide for them. but
if they all accept the philosophy of the People and
do nothing but vote, how long, oh how long, will it
be until somethlng m done to better mndllmnﬂ*

E S

cised considerable power. We hear constant com-
plaints, and roars about the crime of 73, etc., all sim-
ply the exercise of power by Congress, and yet those -
who roar thie loudest tell us that the Constitution l-
all right. Oh fools and blind ! ~

-

“The mnn’n name is John Dqln’n.--['l‘he

* .
_ Ar the present time all Earope is a well-armed camp
and has so been for more than a quarter of a century,
and as long as the average man will continue to enlist,

Jef.

idea. is not really essential to any of its conclusions, no
thoughtful person can read the “Theory of Human
ngmm:mn” without denving profit therefrom,

* »

F'wantto eneforu what oommde D- icls says of _
self-gacrifice in The Firebrand of Feb, 28. The bar-
barous cept. of happi b h sacrificing self is
one that is entirely pmperto the present society, but
it has no place whatever in a rational theory of free
Ci The p t society calls for continual

or be drafted, this hocus-pocus, expensive
privilege will continue, and the workers will pay the
eéxpensés: When will the average man learn enough

Ix 1810, when the population of the country was
(rourd numhera) 7,250,000, the ordinary expendnurea
of the gu:ernmemlwere $5,300, ODC{.tor 7b cents per
capita. In 1805, the same expenditures were 8,

900,000, or $5.48 per ¢apita. Now may it be n:ksgd to refuse to )om the amy.

without danger of being set down ag’a crank or an oy e

Anarchist, in what respect did the general government Tus "ﬁve nations of Europe’ own 2,310 war ships,
serve the people better in 1895 than in 18107 That is, | mounting 88,200 guns, all ready for immediate service.

what had the average citizen in 1895 to shuw for the | 2 Vg, s

extra $4.73 per cupun of government expenditure? i Let the wor_kl'ugmen of the ‘‘five nations’ refuse to
Everybody knows that in 1810 the average citizen did | man these ships, or fire these guns, and they become
not pay his own and somebody else’s sharc-of the | barmless. But as long as they cantinue to do so, they
expenditure, as he did in 1895 ; for in the earlier period | i)l continue to be slaves to suthority, n;l(i want,

the scienca of shifting the burden from the corpora- a i >
tions andindividral plutoerats to the producers, had | erime and misery will continue.

not yet.been hrought to the perfection‘it has since |- R

attained. Bat, sticking to theé main question, will DurinaG the great civil war 61,362 men on the union

some one arise and say what more the people recaive | gide were ki[lsl;?utrighﬁin battle, that the Union
from the government that costs $5.48 a head, than . iy 3
they got from the government that cost only 75 conts mlght be pre: f ved. And we who nowlive wish the
a head ?—[Common Cause. Union had perished. (1,362 men butchered outright
|in order that a robbing, murdering machine—called
government—might remain united and strong. Where
is the compensation to the widows, orphans and crip=
ples that these ngu;es suggest?
* » *

SoxE one may oh]ect to the radicals making changes
‘| “because they huva the power,” but let me assure
them that will never be the reason for any changes
they make. But they must, of necessity wait until
they have the powér. The reasons for changes are
obvious enough. These reasons are justification

That is an easy enough question. The “‘average
citizen' today has the knowledge that there are
certain meddlesome societies always watching his
acts, his mail, the pictures he buys, ready to pounce
gtl_him and have him fined or sent to prisen. All
_this is authorized and paid for by the government.
That is one of the blessings they did not have in
1810. Then too, it must be remembered that we
have a rather complete monopoly of land and money
now. In 1810 there was lots of frea land, a whole
continent, and the issue of money had not become a enouigh, but the use of power with no reason for its use
“igeience.”” Now the free land is all gone and the but the fact of its possession is never justifyable,
title owners must be protected by the government; | LI
the Issue of money is monopolized by congress and | A rriexp writes that John Giraham Brooks will give
that must be protected. These protections are paid | another course of lectures on Sociology on Saturday
for out of that $4. 73. And in 1895 we had, and evenings at private houses. The first lecture will be
they are on the increase, a lot of petty interfearences | a! the residence of Mrs. John Jay White Jr., 103, E.
with persoual liberty, suppression of free speach, Enth St., and the fourth and last at Mrs. J.. (.mddard 3,
regulation of conduct and the like that did not exist E. 57th St. The dates and subjects are as follows: |
" in 1810, and ail this is paid for out of the $4.73. Murch 13, The Real Meaning of thie Social Question,
And it is the average citizen that gets all those March 20, The vld Way of Treating It, March 27, The -
things. Do you Ilke them? If not why do you pay |Pe% Way of Treating It, and Apxil'3, The Real Iesue
for them? of Poverty. (New York City.) . A

. eae— * 5

*
Note and Comment. Tre clipping in 'I‘he Firebrand of Feb. 21st, credlmd
Tue only power sought by Anarchists is the power

to “A Physmmn," ghould be credited to Patrick
. £ % , s . | Edward Dove, as itis a literal quotation from Dove’s
to resist oppression, and to live their own lives in their
own way. k

““Theory of Human Progresgion.” This work was first
published about the year 1850, and was far in advance
of its age; indeed, it is scarcely yet as fully appreciated
as it ought to be. The book had no general circula-
tion at its first appearance, and if [ mistake not was
| suppressed as revolutionary. It found its way only in-
to the hands of & few scholars, and passed entirely out
of notice until memoriea of it were revived by the
" publication of Mr, Henry George's ‘‘Progress and Pov-
rerty.” In his epoch making work Mr. George gives
cg}llt to Quesnay and the Physiocrates of the last cen-
| tury for attempting to practicalize an idea very nearly
!n!un to his own, and beacknowledges his indebtedness
to them for valuable suggestions. But he eaid nothing
| about Dove, and it may, perhaps, be true that he knew
riothing about him at that timie; but the fact remains
: | that.Dove’s work contains & much better exposition of
Ox January 1,1895, the armies of the world included  what is known ‘as Henry George's bingle tax theory—
4,209,000 men. ‘Enough, if engagd in production, ' to my mind at least—than does ““Progress and Pov-
" inetead of destruction, to feed, cloth and honse 20,000- | erty™ iteelf.
000 woman and children, Instead of that they are Dove’s book contains a logical and well worke: out
Buppu:rled at the expente of those who. work. . theory of human progress, and many of its conclusions
*oa * are thoroughly anarchistic. Its most serious fault is
‘Pox.mul. power is of necessity oppréssive. It its theological bias. Dove posits the storied fall of"
seeks to regulate the intercourse of all persons, set- ' man at the creation as a self-evident fact, and he
ting bounds to their action in all directions, and bases all the ignorance and migery due to bad institu-
enforcing a “respect » for those bounds by the inflic- | tions througlfout the worid’s history an this initial
tion of torture on those who disregard these bounds. | dieobedience to the divine command. Progress is a
* - proceu of overcoming the Lonseqqancea of that diso-

. -
Some persons-are 8o fully convinced that a Constitu- | bedi ion, and r of
y ‘It comes by know-

tion is necessary that they will not try to carry on a | humankind in the divine favor.
literary society, or debating club, or other association | ledge of, and nbedlenoe to, thelawa which an omnipo-
without a Constitution and by-laws. Such action indi- | I tent creator has ‘established for the government of the
cates that the framers of the Constltuhon! do not | world ; and the time will eventually arrive when,
believe the average person knows how to act. :,knowmg and obeying those laws in their entirety, man
- i i | will ‘become fully regenerated and recover his original

* *
Tue total cost of the U. b navy duru:g the civil
war, 1861-18635, was $312,000,000. To say nothing (:l
the destraction of life and property by it.

SwirzERLAND has a populm.ion of less than 3,000,000,
«nd a standing army of 130,000. And yet Switzerland
is called the model republic, and pointed to as an
_example for other nations to pattern alter. g

- - * * *

Ox July 1, 1895, there were 261,000 men serving in
the navies of the world and if they wete employed in
conveying products from one region to another would
be of great use. But now they are only an expense

and a menace to peace and gecurity.
» *
.

[
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sacrifice; that is what makes it so intolerable. The
intellect that imagines it possible for a society to be
held together in peace only by a process of continual
sacrifice on the part of its individual members has not
grasped the true theory of life, and to imagine such a
condition to be good ie infinitely absurd. All the bet-
ter and finer instincts of humankind have been stunted
and repressed for thourands of years back, because of
the existence of institutions that call for continual
sacrifice of the individual for the assumed good of all.
That is what ails us. Men have been unable to
develop their personalitiea freely and naturally.. They
have been ‘continually brought in contact with circum-
stances and conditionsthat compel a sacrifice of self,
and have had to live in a\state of continual rebellion,
No true society can be founded on such an idea. The
true society will develop perfect personalities, and, as-
Dscar Wilde truly says, **The note of the perfect per=:
sonality is not rebellion, but peace!” b

“It will be a marvelous thing,”” says he, ‘‘the true
personality of man—when we see it. It will grow nat-
urally and eimply, flower-like, or as a tree grows. It
will not be at discord. It will néver argue or dispute.
It will not prove things. It will know everything.
And yet it will not busy itself about knowledge. It
will have wisdom. Its value will not be measured by
material things., It will have nothing. And yet it
will have everything; and whatever one takes from it,.
will still have—so rich will it be. Ityill not be
always meddling with others, or nlkmg them to be
like itself. It will love them because they will be dif-
ferent. And yet while it will not meddle with others
it will help all, as a beautiful thing helps us by being
what it is. The personality of man will be very won-
derful.

child.” W. P. BorLAND.

Will'it work>

IN his book, **Why government at All,” Wm. H.
Van Ornum proposes that men be elected to the
legislature tha} will defeat all appropriations, claim
ing that without appropriations there can be no pay
for the oflicers, and without pay the officers wont
work, freedom result and a general readjustment
take place. We now have a chance to see if his pro-
position will work.

The Oregon Legislature failed to do any business.
The house of Representatives failed to organize, and
80 there were no approepriations. The result, so far
can be seen by the following:

Saresm, Or., March 8.—State emrloyees and those
accustomed to furnishing state supplies are interested
to know what sort of evidence of indebtedness, if any,
the state proposes to issue and how much cash can be
realized on claims. Secretary of State Kincaid has not
et fully determined how to treat claima presented to
him. For the present, he is merely filing claims, mak-
mg a list thereof, but luauing no receipts.- The matter
is still under consideration and the secretary may yet
decide to issue receipts for claims filed in his office or
adpot some other expedient as a matter of convenlonce
to claimants,
How much can be realized on state claimsisa m:tber
of competition on money seeking investment and
do endent urnn the nature of the claims. Money
I be readily advanced upon claima based on'legiti-
mnte government expenees, while those of & doubtful
pature may go begging. The banks here are dis)
to advance money on claims, holding the claims as
collateral security. Among those meeting with dis-
favor may be mentioned claims for services as legiala-
tors or clerks of the ni h biennial ion of the
legislature.—[Oregonian.

The Governor has said that it is useless to call a
special session of the Legislature, and it is only a
question of time until the banks will have to discon-
tinue advancing money on claims against the State

4 that stand no chance of being paid for two years or

more. But this’is not all. ' It now seems that there
may be no assessment as will be seen from the
following:

The followipg cor between Mul h
County. Clerk Bmith and of State Kincaid,

' estate, thus arriving at & condition like unto that of

"'lv‘nx Cs 8ays, 4G shall.have
A part froin its '.heologlm'l idea, and this

power,"” and no os‘.re‘ will deny that Congress bas exer- "the angels.

b

concerning assessment blanks for the rolls of 1897, is
uel[-explan:!orx and seems bo indicate that the paper

It will be as wonderful as the personality' ofa .

-
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- y for. or-the assessment rolls will remsin tied up
- in the freight house tuntil the qu islature shall appro:
priate monéy enough to defray e freight eharg )
g “Portland, Or., March 4, 1
© tary of Su.l.e—!)ur Sir: Our uasemr R.S. (:reanleu!

——ment-roll-for 1897, and he has asked me several times
how soon I could furnish him the blanks. “Will you
please inform me about when I may expect them and
oblige. Yours truly,
“H. M. Ssita, Clerk.” »

“Oﬂice of Seuretarv of State, Sale:n Oregon, March
5; 1807, —H. C. Smith, Clerk of Multn
Portland, Or, .—Dear Sir:

mah county assesment rolls was purchased in the Lnnt
and shipped to Salem, Oregon, where it now remains
in the Southern Pacifie [relght office, heing h

freight.  The present legislature has failed to appro-
priate any money to pay freight and this, like much
other merchandlse needed for the use of the state, is
tied up in & warehouse waiting payment of charges.
Officers of this and other departments of state have

advanced money out of their own pocketsto imv freight | champ his satanic majesty —the devil.

. on merchandise for more than two months, but it has
now become apparent that the legislature Wl" not
appropriate mongy, and these officers donot and m[ieed

> cannot advance miore money, ‘inasmuch as they have |
i not the cash available for the use of the state.” I
deéploré the condition of affairs perhaps More than any-
one-else, but am powerless to remedy it. As soon as
the legislature appropriates money or I ean arrange
with the railroad company for the freight the ussess-
ment rolls for Multnomal county will he ruled, printed
and bound as rapidly a% possible, and lmmedmth,y
forwarded to you. Respectfnlly vours,
“H. R. Kincaid,
‘Secretary of State.
—[Oregonian.
It wilbeeinteresting to wateh the developments

{ that are sure to result from this state of affairs. If

- Mr. Van Orpum is right in his conjectire, then we

y may expect to see a condition-of affairs very analo-

gous to Anarchy in Oregon. I have my doubts; how |
ever, of anything of the sort occuring. The oflicers
will in all probability, “streteh the law te cover the
case,” and find a way to get their salaries, and assess |
and collectytaxes. It would be amusing and instruc
tive to.see some *‘tax payer,” refuse to pay his taxes

* and go into conrt Lo test the legality of the assess
ment.  Even if no assessment is made, I am inclined
to think that everything will move on about as
usual, for the simple reason that only a small
minority are mentally free Lo take advantage of the
situation and institute a naw social and economic
arrangement.

I would like to ses the nlmluﬁh.mvv machine as.
completely stalled as the legislative machine was,
and I would then urge all radicals to come and *‘take
possession,” while the opportunity was open. [ am
“very much afraid. though, that the executive

. machine will grind on.

-will do much to disabuse the minds of the people of
‘that falacious belief that legislation is necessary,
: and that the officers of the law are working for the
good-of the people. HENRY. ADDIS.
' — - -
’:l-‘lu)néhtn and Things. . !
ALL the working people of the past and present
of ull nations und colors, have been and ate helping*
oneanother to make all the wedlth of the world, ~
. and are entiitled to enjoy in common the wealth
they have prodiiced instead of supporting millions
of Toafers and idlers in a way that enables them to
live in extravagant luxary. How difficult would it
be for one man lo make a table, build a house, plant
a garden, or do any work without the assistance of
numan beings. * “I ean cut a table out of wood with
.my Knife,” Said a friend when I stated ths above.
**Yes,” said I, 'but your knife has been made by
‘other men.. buppose you had to make the knife
tirst, and then the table, would you not need tools to
make the knife? How could you make tools with-
out.tools? - 1f a little boy should stray away from
his home to the woods and remain there living on
berries and roots, and shonld create some wealth

~ when grown up to manhood in a case of this kind

_ such man would be entitled to the wealth he had

produced, but 1 don’t see how ic is possible for any

buman being to live alone without becomiug an *

idiot for al! we know we have learned from others

and others learn from. us.

~_All human beings living in society are dependent

on each and all working members-of the society

they live in, one is as useful as the other; one is.
nog,hmz without Lhe other. mns@qumll) we should

—H. R. Kincaid, Secre-

is ready and anxious to commence work on the asgess- |

But let us hope that all this|

omah County; * .
e Replying to yvour letter
of March' 4th, 1 will say that the paper for the Multno- | (disease is. mare correct), just accordiug to violation.

‘xl little,—a few of nature’s laws.

ha.ve eqaul opportunities
. All persons who do not produce auythmg useful,
but consume, and appropriate more than they need,
and those who protect a certain class of people in”
the possession of.ill-gotten wealth are the culprits; .
“the cause of ignorance, misery, crime, and all kinds
-of mental and physical disease.

Diseuses of all kinds are the punishment of nature

for violating her laws. Man might violate all man-
made laws and remain healthy and happy, but one
who violates nature’s laws will receive punishment,

But we are comtnntly forced to violate nature’s
Inwu.
I mean the work-
| ing people who have been told by theclergy that all
' diseases and misfortunes come from god, and when

J | he cannot do enough torturing he calls to his aid de

Yes; those
peticoated liars have been successful in barrigg the
road of progress, but they are gradually loosing
power, and I lope their downfall is near at hand.
Indeed the road of progress is covered with blood,

| chains, gallows, 1ncL@l kinds of instruments of tol-
" ture, Cruelties areTaking place at the end of this
century which took place a thousand years ago, or

~more, when-those priests were exerting their mental

| qualities to invent the bible's ghost-stories, slight of

| hand tricks, ete.,

|
|
|
|
|
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by which they succeeded in creat-
| ing fear, superstition, anil the most degraded sub-
| mission A

[(#y ®

Moreover, we are only beginning to understand |

MAYOB —An officer that sells privileges at private

| auction.
AL \.—A-saloonk in the council chamber.
Cuier oF Povice.—One that is a good. judge of bur-
_glars. !
PoLIcEMEN

Paxic.—An attempt o’n the part of maohenl debtors
to make the government pay their debts.

' History.—One side of the qnestion.

Comyusist —A mich abused person who wants only
" self-government. Jonx Horrr

An Ignoramus.

A GREAT manv good people who have not read
"extensively on economic subjects make no distinction
between the Socialist and the Anarchist. They are

| birds of a feather—tarred with the same stick-in the
estimation of men who would scorn to mispresent facts
|in ordinary affairs, but who somehow consider any
method of warfare against what they esteem duanger-
ous doctrines is legitimate.

A newspaper some time ago annonnced that Mr,
Howells, thre novelist, *‘is a Socialist and almost an
JAnarchist.” It might as wall have said that Mr.
Howells “'is as white as aldbaster and almost black,”
or that he “is as comely as Abg\;lom with the features
of Markanna.” P

Socialiem and Anarchy are antithetic. The one
exalts the state, the other would destroy it; the one
is paternal and seeks to direct even the private affairs
of men; the other holds that government is tyranny,
‘and that the individual is mdepemlent supreme.

Speaking generally, ali Anarchist are bad, while on

Wit reference to nudity I like to say that nature the other hand most Socialists are good citizens. Take

' does not provide us with clothing, and all the pores
Fof our skin should be exposed to air, light and the
rays of the sun, instead of being covered with cloth-
:ug No'animal or plant ean be healthy when
depnved of sunlight. In a free society we will
Jadopt everything that makes us healthier and hap-
pier.

Something I wish the working people would know;
that we are all natural from the top of our sculls to
our toe-nails; from the first stages of life in the
womb of our mothers until death. ©ur brains, ot
whal the christians call the soul, grows with the
body from the simple Lo the complex, according to
our environments, and it beiug the capitel of the
nerveous system, it cannot live without nervo-elec-
tricity and must die without the body.

- : . PoSyrrm,
——— - —
Plain English.

Crient.—One who knows his case. -
ArrorNey«—One who has to be tanght by the Client.
Bagrrister. (State-Attorney)—One who has to be

taught by the Attorney.

Jupar,—One who has to-be taught by the barrister.

Jury.—A body that has to be taught by the judge.

Oaru.—A cermony invented to save men of honor
from the necessity DTtelliug the truth.

| BaiL.—An inyention to save rich criminals from the

grip of law. .
ds a week, |

Mr. Howells himself, for instance, or William Me-
Kinley, who, while ndt so radical as Mr. Howells, is
| the author of a tariff bill distinctly socialistic,
Mr. Howells would apply the pringiples of Socialism
g0 that thiey would benefit all alike—if there be virtue

~—=+in them—while the president-elect holds that State

aid to certain industries would be sufficient. By it
the employer of labor would receive largess from the
' State and human nature is 50 generous, he would no
'deubt divide his bonus with the employe. 5
| ‘To quote from a recent publication, ““President John
| Smiths”’ there are today several schools and branches
i | of Socialism, and there are varying beliefs: among
| Anarchists, but all Socialists agree on (ertum points.
So do all Anarchits.

The Socialist believes that the greatest average good
| to’the human race.can be secured by a perfection of
government the Anarchists believe that these ends
{can be'obtained only bv -the nnmlulutlon of govern-

" ment.
i The Socialist believes in the perfection of law ; the
| Anarchist believes in no law.
| The Socialist believes in the absolute rule of the
| majority ; the Anachist holds that no majority, how-
- ever great, has a right to override the individual.
‘ The Socialist, if he be honest and sincere, has in
'contemplation a government made perfect through
| wise laws passed by a majority of the people, and he
| points to the postoffice, the public schools and the
| waterworks as familiar examples of State Socialism.
And yet Mr. Howells “is a Socialist and almost an
iat

Dereerive.—A man who receives three p
_and does harm for fifty.

ATixn.—Almost the only property which gentlemen

may steal without being-transported or losing caste.
ANNEXATION.— A fine word for rubbery of this char-
acter.

“| MissioNary.—The pioneers of annexation.

Worknouse.—A terminus for third—class passengers.

Hosprrar,—A workshop for repalnng natures slop»
work.

Dguxkexyess.—The most profitable vice that a
‘Changellor of the Exchequer has to deal with.

Apbication.— A polite word always used to conceal

thie fact that an unmpulnf monarch has been lm:ked

. downstairs.
Law.—A loop-hole.
PresipesT.—The most noble slaye.

in the interest of the rich.

! Coyaress,—A body of men organized to breuk laws -
and make debts.

SECRETARY (in politics).—An amateur lg&slntor who
has passed no apprenticeship.

Army.—Licensed murderers,

Navy.—Piracy on a_large scale.

GovERNOR.—OUne who is paid-by the people to.serve .
Pluto,

An assembly of councellors doing ev. er)thmg

» | A h

} - The Dispalch ir democratic. It believes that all

| government rests in the consent of the g governed, and

| that the voice of the people is the voice of God. Tt re-
| jects nothing of worth because it is new, and it clings®
to no faith simply because it is old. It believes in the
people of today and that they are capable of solving
and will solve the problem of government. It is all

very well to respect the fathers, but they were human,-

and if cannot improve on their work after more than

a hundred years, we are decadents. If we are not pro-
gressive we will be reactionary. Inertia is impossible.
—[’Cbimgo. Dispatch. s

In the-above the editor shows his utter lack of

| understanding and knwoledge of the terms Socialism
and Avarchism, but worst of all he asserts that

| most Socialists are good, while all Anarchists are

. bad.” He offers no argument to substantiate his
‘ assertions, but gives them out cold. Some Socialists
|are anXious to have people believe that **Socialism

| and,_Anarchism are antithetic,” but every student

| uf sokial evolution and philosophy knows that vol-
untm‘y jalism and A are identical.
| State Socialism is the’opposite of Anarchism, and
-auyoue who kuows the history of government, and

g

ol



/ e o TE s

okt e THE FIREBRAND
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can think iogiczd]y. will shrink from puttiilg every-
_thung into the hands of the State. H. A.

letter that thé plutocratic. press, and Church and State,
were making Anarchists a thonsand fold faster than-
The Firebrand and all the Anarchist papers and orators

N o difference what his u'ihgcnisr.a would say 'or do, he ;
never failed to act the gentleman toward them all. e

'

Avyiration For THE FIREBRAND.

Correspondence.

" Of late, and especially sirice the paper was enlargad,
many have expressed adwiration for it, who formerly
would not read it: For my part I think it a'splendid

success. . Nor is the brillianey of the achievement in’
the least obscured by the fact that the honor belongs

to the erstwhile much abused, and despised. ““Wood-
. choppers and farmers.”

Nevertheless [ am sorry-to say : that I propose to
resizn as your agent, s= I find it interferes consider-

ably with my movements, but I will try before I do eo
to get an enthusiastic comrade to take my place. Or
solicit sufficient number of paid subscribers to ensure

the continuance of the circulation so far attained.
. ; Ji L.

Cléveland, Ohio.
SRR DU SN

GOOD ADVISES .
1 see with regret that the prolatarian clase do not

seem to he very much interested by its rights and the,
progress of the events, for we see the poverty is grow-

ing deeper all the time. . I very often see the childrer
barefooted in the snow going to meet the miners,

coming back from their work, to ask them if they have

not got a piece of bread left in their lunch backet,
while the rich class is sick with indigestion, and pass
their lives in idleness. At New York, do we not eee

Mrs. Bradley Martin, etc., who are going to spend the
money of the poor workingmen in organizing a miasque

ball, which will cost $250,000 of money robbed from
the producers, while there is in the streets & big.crow
crving at their oppressor’s doors for bread. Look

here, dear workingimen, is it not revolting to see such

a terrible situation? But you still believe all kinds o
trash that is told vou at election times o that you wil
elect those who will'be your masters, luxurating in

“the pleasures of life, on your earnings, while you have

got just enough not to starve. Will you have the

courage to be interested enough in your natnoral rights

to ask why such a sad condition exists? Come to us,

Anarchists, and we will expiain to you from where the

ills, that you are suffering, come from. Do not fear
the Anarchists, for they only want the happiness of
the entire linman famnily.

Now, will you always be such a beast as to ligten at

thase black crows (preachers) or rather those black,
poisonous sneaks, who with their god haye so far kep
kept humanity asleep, and _ﬁl]ed the brain of the
people with false beliefs. For instance one of those

_preachers wus telling, not long ago, here at the opera

house, that God’s wish was the liberty of the people
and that they could be happy. If you are waiting,
workingmen, for that god to bring us happiness, 1

believe that yon can wait for quite a while yet. Those
same preachers tell us that that god is.our father and
ommipotent, why then if it is so does henot establish .
-the equality among his children?  Why does he give
all to s few of them and nothing to the others? Why

does he let his children starve in tl:a‘nl-ireela of t_he :
rich cities? 1[ he is really omnipotent he can then
Arrauge things so that they will be happy and if he
does not do it, he is in consequence a bad father.
The preachers tell us, too, that that god does not

bother himself abiout the people, then there is no rea-.

con to bothier ourselves about him. We should not
even talk of thut inhuman and injust father, who has

got no pity for his children, See here, Comrades, we
had better not listen at all to these falsities, and keep

our,children from going in these cursed churches. I

will be much better to teach themn their natural rights,
and at the same time it would be of benefit for us to
teach one another before the breat ““chambad’ which

will chase the misery away, and &ll those venimous
beasts who live on our h_:w.k. -

1 hope that day will soon come. On that day we

will look ont for the authors of our rigeries and suffer-
Hurrah for Anar-

ings. Hurrah for the revolution!

J. CAUMIANT.
Spring Valley, LIL

e o e
e -

Tries 10 Derexn HIMSELF.

- Will youallow me sufficient space in your paper to
defend myself against chiarges you make against me
in your issne of the 14th iust?” I made the statement
to Brother Pope of The Firebrand office in a private

in the world. No difference how much you ridicale
and condemn that statement, I shall stand by it. 1
did not say nor mean to say, that the plutocratic press,
and Church and State were making full fleged Anar-
chists at one bound, but what I mean to say is, that
they are doing more than all the instrumentalities
combined to prepare the soil for the future harvest of
Anarchism, and I feel myself abundantly able to defend
this position.  You admit almost as much yourself for
‘you say: ‘‘But thetruth is that while the plutocratic
.| press and Church and State may disgust honest people
and drive men and women to desperation, they never
throw the faintest ray of light upon that all important
question of how human association can be made just
and desirable,’”’ admit that tl\?pgdtocratiu- press, and
Church and State do not teach the people that “‘impor-
tant question of how human association can be made
jnst and desirable,” and for a very gooi reason, they
do not want to teach it. But you say yourseli they
are ‘‘diegusting” the people.
thing to do, to break their chains and set them to
thinking even if it does “drive some to desperation,”
for there is no other way to get the great mass of hu-
man beings to think, and to think is the first step to
take, and the goal can then be won in time. It was
80 with tha institution of slavery, and it is so with all
great evils, “President Lincoln could never have made
his pri)c]umntion of emuncipation stand for one mo-
ment if therebels of the South had not first “*disgusted’”
northern people with the institution of slavery and 8o
made abolitionists by the hundreds of thousands.
That was the first step, and the second step was, those
abolitionists atood by Lincoln’s proclamation. Fvery-
d thing must have a beginning and an end. . The pluto-
crats are doing just what the rebels did, only the rebels
made abolitionists and the plutes are making Anar-
i chists. The rebels brought down their own building
nlen their own heads, which crushed them into the earth
and liberated the last slave they had, and the plutes
are going to keep on until they brinyg down their own
building on their own heads and dre crushed into the
earth like the rebels were, and the last wage slave is
get free, and the wonder is thit the editor of The Fire-
brand cannot see it. ~ 5

If the present state of things did not exist The Fire-
brand could not make bat few if any Andrchist and
yet the editor seems to think he is making all the
Anarchists. - He talks about sonsigtancy—what
of his? He says L wrote to the Socialist of San Fran-
¢ | cisco, a statetist paper, that I had been a Socialist for

L

the only remedy for human poverty and oppression.”
Yes, | wrote that, and stand by it, for Socialism now
in its truest and broadest sense, as employed today
by guf ablest modern writers, means any association
of human beings in Co-operation and mutual helpful-
neespand that includes Anarchy. I did notsay that
I was a State Socialist, and I am not, but 1 believe
even that is better than what we now have, and Her-
i bert Spencer thinks that will be our next step. The
editor of The Firebrand and my friend, Brother Mr.
Pope, are terribly down on the Twentieth Century, can
see nothing good in it at all, and yet the Twentieth
Century is exposing the corporations and trusts and
mhpey power with as great ability as any magazine in
the world that I know anything about, and also advo-
cating the Initiative and Referendum, and so in the
end is preparing the soil for Anarchy, but these two
brothers cannot see one good thing init. To me they
are just as unbending as a bar of iron, and just as
ghort sighted and dogmatic as the man who can see
t | nothing good in The Firebrand. You will not tolerate
Anarchists unless they are made in exactly your way,
in other words you would not entJm_LaLGea if you were
starving unless grown according to your :ne;lycxla.
There was another Anarchist paper that took about
the same stand. Tucker's Liberty, and T quit it.

That paper conld just as well have increased its eub-
seription list ten to one as [ believe, if Tucker had
not tried to put every subscriber'to it into a “‘straight
lju-kee” and on his define “plumb lines’’ of Anarch-

! jem, Tucker carries-one of the best braina in our coun-

[ try, and while he has done, and 'm_dnibg a great deal .

| of good, yet he could bave done a hundrad times more,

“|in my jodgement, if he had not been o dogmatic,

brand was-going to follow in-his footsteps. ~Hough O.
Pentreost, while he was editor of the Twentieth Cen-

tary wad one of the silest and best writers read after.

T

Yes, and that is the first

this attack on me and you may not like my reply, and

‘I you may rule me out of the Anarchistic fold, but be

that as it may, remember:

““When the general roll is ¢alled, I’ll be there,” all
the same, no difference how often you rule me out. - I’

| thought in Anarchism we all had a right to work as

we pleased, so we did not invade the rights of anyone
else, but it seems not, for the “‘iron bedstead"’ is
brought into this ism, ag well ‘as every other ism in
this world, and we must be “spliced if we are too short
or ent off if we are too long™ to fit the bedstead, but
like Penecost I throw the *‘ists” and “isms’’ ont of my
lexicon, in my general work, and I have made far greater
suceess in my propazands work since I have dona so,
but | do not ask othersto do as T do; let them do ac-
cording to their own jndgement, and I want to do ae-
cording to mine, - Some of wy friendisay Tam entirely
too radical, and others say [am entirely too conserva-
tive: " Now [‘an\n just as radical as the trath is, and
just a8 conservalive as the trath is, then how can I get
any nearer right?  In fact, [.do not believe there was
ever i more r d/it:ai human being born on this sarth

or ever will De, than myself, but 1 do not talk radical-
istn to every body at (irst, for it often repels them and
I am defeated.  Our radicals do-not seem to realize
that liberty and radicalism wéreborn in the womb of
consgervarism, . aiid justice in thie womb of injustice

and wrong, and Anarchy in the womb of chains and
slavery, and that almost all of us came up throuzn
orthodoxy and conservatism in one form or another,
Then ghould we not have a little patience, well tem-
pered with that divine quality of merey for the blind
and erring ones who are stambling over the same
stony road we ourselves have traveled? but both con-
gervatives and radicals hm'a",bfut little patience with
each other.  Now the trm.ﬁ“m, all roads lead to Rome,
and we shall all get there by and by, bat we may be
able to help each other in our pilgrimage and gught

40 years and expect to die one, and that Socialism was

we not-do so? Anarchists denonnce and repudiate all
papers and all movements except their own, see noth-
ing good in-anything except pure and simple “plamh
line Anarchism,” while the truth of the matter is,
these intermedi gencies are all educating them on
to the ultimate, as fast as it is possible. T presume
my.dear Brother Pops wonld conclude that this earth
would dissolve and all go to pieces in a momentoftime
if he should deposit a ballot in u ballot box. * T have
no faith in ballot boxism as it is employed today, but
beli it can be made a great agency of progress if
properly employed to make temporary gettlements
withont physical force or bloodshed.. You may et
some persons to travel almost a bee line to An&FEhism,
and when you cuan, so much the better, and by all
means do so, but in spite of all that ay be said or
doue, and, regret it us we' may, the great masses have
wot to go a longand a round about route to reach Rome,
In their blindness they cannot do any better. Then
shall we pass sentence upon them and execute it
becanse they do not take the “ghort'ent?” Have we
not got to take human nature as it is? I have con-
verted a number of both men and women to Anarchism
here in the Home and elsewhere, who accepted it
before they knew what it was, and when they found ~
out what it was they would not go back on it. Had I
told them first what it was, I conld not have got in
hailing distance of them, and never have converted
them. [ have tried both methods, the direct and
indirect and I have made much gredter success with’
the indirect method, then why may [ not use it, and
let others use whichever method suits thein best?
Why raise a Chinese wall of prejudice in the mind ot
& person you may desire to convert by first telling him
or her that you are an Anarchist and want to talk
about that *‘ism"" to them. Why not talk whont the
deal state of Anarchism’and tell them of the justice,

te

rigid and unbending, and it looks to me as if The Fire-

beauty and harmony of such a state, and leave the
name out untill fhey have accepted the substance?
My only object is to convert persons to Anarchism as
fast a8 I can, and the above is the most succesaful
method T huve tried. Mr. Editor I will now close and
not take up any more of your space, but the ground

is not half covered as it could be done, if I had more

# No, Comrads Sol lier, I do not think *‘that this
earth would dissolve’ etc., if I should deposit a ballot
in a ballot box—I havedone that several times; but
it would make one unhappy to cast a vote for one who
ig-a-murderer-of-his-fellow beings,-and to-me; all who——
make and enforce government are murderenJ
t A, J. Porve.

Now, gentlemen of The Firebrand fraternity; ymnmu!a——*"*j“2
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lplulnd time. It is not only a big, but an all-fm-*
—portant subject, that everybody should understand,
for it lies at the very threshold of all h
ty, welfare and hupplueau
So!dler evlflently considers his ideas and expruu—
ions a part of himself, for I did not attack him per-
“sonally, mor-did I use his name, but simply, used a
few sentences from his pen, expressing ideas that
lots of others hold, and which I consider erroneous.
He'now admits that the plutocratic press, and the
Church and State, are not making Anarchists, but
only “preparing the soil”’ by disgusting them. The
conditions, uhder which we live do the disgusting
and-it is the mission of the plutocratic press and
the Church to overcome this disgust, and turn the
attention of the disgusted to other sabjects, and of
,the State to*'preserve order” by violence. The
Twentieth Century, and papers of its class appeal
directly to those who are already disgusted, and try-
to fasten their.attention on some paliative, some
fallacy that after they have learned it, must be
eradicated, thus leading away those that might oth-
B erwise become Anarchists, and keeping them in the
i ranks of the authoritarians. [t was not tne ihstitu-
tion of slavery that had disgusted the people of the
North so that they upheld Lincoln’s emancipation
pr tion, but A majority of the sol-
diers went to war to preserve the union, not to free
the slaves. No one objects o the “indirect method
. of making Anarchists,” in personal propaganda, but
~ it is impossible to apply this method in a newspaper.
I use the same method, often, in personal conversa-
i tion, advancing the ideas before naming them, but
it can’t be done in a paper. I am not yet convinced
that an aulhoritarian can beat the same: time an An-
archist, or that papers which uphold government
are propagating Anarchy
It may geem to “Soldier” and some others that I
have not answered all pha points raised. Perhaps [
have not, not because I fear to try, but because a few
lines concerning a short extract from a private letter,
“Soldier” comes with the above, and an extended
reply would probably draw out a‘page of rejoinder,
o 80 I Jeave our readers to draw their own conelusions.
H. Appis.

SoLDIER,

E
E
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e ———
Notice.
To find the IIOME OF. THE FIREBRAND take
the Oregon City car at cor. First & Alder Sts., and
= . ride out to Sellwoed. @et off at Spokane Ave.
© Walk two blocks toward the river, then turn to Lhe
right and walk one block.

A l)V ERTISEMENTS,

E T FLOW EHS & SHRUBS.

i AxyoNE who will send a donatfon of ten cents to The Fire-

B brand, or a 50 cents subscription and & two cent stamp to pay

i postage, I will send four packages of seed, selected from my cat-
alogue, which I send free on application, or four nice plants.
Amonig them are roses, bulbs, house plants, and hardy outdoor”
plants.

This 1s u splendid oppartunity to get some nice nmur;u.

plants and help The Firebrand at the same time.

Order of RemvuoLp Horruax, »
768-Glisan 8t., Portland, Oregon,
Ihc Plavts will be sent all over the United States,

. DR. FPOOTE'S PLAIN HOME TALK
‘ EMBRACING
MEDICAL mq.nu BENSE.
——— et

For the information of those who may be interested, I would
call attention to the popular edition of this book, that has been
# standard of informatiop, and s‘source of knowledge to teus of
thousands of families for. ‘many years. The popularedition has
‘been brought out to meet the ability of the poor to buy, and 1s
sold lt the remarkable low pﬂu ol §1.50.

* Order from The Firebrasd,

THE FIREBRAND'S AGENTS.
~ The following named ‘Fersons will receive and receipt for
donations for The Firebrand.

Chicage, 1. C. Pluelsner, 239 W. Taylor Btreet.
New York City.—[ Rudash, 90 Stanton Street.

" Bauffalo, N. '.—B IABI. 29 Grape Btreet.
r e —L. 781 Plover Street.

b0 Everybody Bays 8o, ’
Cascarets Candy Cathartic, the most won-
derful medtﬁl. dgoove:{:l the age, PIE’E

act gen
1} neys, liver and bowels,
- po:i;iv&y mﬂm -;liem. dispel colds,

5 il oo 7 lese buy and
d biliousness.
“(,. C.DC. to-day; 10, 25, 500“'-!-
' guaranteed to cure hy

“x%ﬂ:;'ﬁé

*»* Q@ HELPING THE FIREERAND T
Wy, WHIrTick has kindly donated to us ten
copies in paper of his splendid book.“Bombs,”
and five copies in cloth. Anyone sending us
fifty cents will receive a copy in paper, or for
seventy-five cents a copy in cloth. It is a very
appropriate present for friends who love to read.
It will also be a great help to The Firebrand.

L

LR =

A Splendid Book. = y

THE OLD AND THE NEW IDEAL.
A Bolution of that part of the Soclal Question
which pe: talns to Love, Marringe and
al Interéourse.
BY F. RUEDEBUSCH.

The most masberiy work on the sex question in print. |
It is written in language that anyone can understand,
and yet is not offensive to the most refined. No one |
can afford to mies reading this book.

The following nuhjeer.a‘ are discussed in the order
gnen.

‘Our l'reethmkeu and Christian Morality.
Explnnntlona -Ouar Children. 4. Our Young
Man. 5. The Pre\.euthe Check. 6. The Girls,

7. Love. 8. The Value of Marriage and the Free
Love Moyement. 9. The Happy Marriage of To-day.
10. How long will Love Relations last in a Free
Society?' 11. Jealousy and P 12. The Old
and l.lus New Ideal. 13. Ethical Views on Coition.
14. Love and Friendship in a Free Society. 15. The
Ideal Society. 16. The Number of Children in a Free
Society. 17. Undesired Children, 18. Licentious-
ness. . 19. The Sense of Shame, 20, Obscenity.

21. Pmet.nunnn. 22. Crime and Disease. 23. Ebri-
ogity,—An Appeal to the Women: 24, Woman’s
‘maacipation. 25.° The Social Question. ' 26, The
Propaganda. 4 . H
Appendix: ' ¢
1. Introduction. 2. The Criticism 6 a Leader.

3. The Charm and Beauty in Exclusiveness. 4. Wo-
man v8. Man. 5. The Weakness of Woman. 6.
“Calling Names.” 7. Criticisms of Socialista and
Anarchists, 8. Tolstoism. 9. A Paradox. 10, My
Hopes and Fears.

The price of this book is :
nicely bound $1.00.

e A fine Present for Friends.

ORDER FROM THE FIREBRAND.

Paper cover 50c. Cloth

“sn

FIREBRAND LIBRARY.

In lots of ten or more, flve-cent pamphlcts furnished af |
three cents each.

Bases of A hism: H ; 1 and Eco-

Aomical. By Wlllum Holmes .05
God and the Btate.. By Michael Bakonnin " 05
The Comnrune of Paris, by Peter Kropotkin, and An An

. chist on' Anarchy, by Elise Recius (vne volumal o
Tha'l‘mn ‘Aim of Aparchism. By E. Steinle . 05
Revolution. By 8. H Gordon................ 5
Wants and thelr Gratification. By Henry Addia. 10
Anarchism vs. State Socialism. By G.B.Shaw. 100 copies 100
Albert R. Parsons' Book on Anarchism, Its Philosophy and

Bclentific Basis. German and English Editfous; hand-

somely bound in-cloth and gilt, 30 cents; |pAper cover.. 10
Llll of Albert R. Parsons, with & brief History of thé L-bor

in Ameri Ny in and nice-

Iy bound; 290 octavo pagss .75
The two books last named are slightly dam able.
Bombs. The Poetry and Philosophy of Auarchy By W.

A, Whittick. Paper80cents. Cloth.... . ............ ... 10

| ¥ Kurious Kreatures _gJ
Red Lizard, Mounted on ¢ard......cc.oooveenininnnns $ 50
Porcupine Fish...... 100
Centipede, Mounted.. 1.00
fine.. 100
Tarantula Spider, finely Mounted . . 100
Trap door Epider, finely Mounted... 1.00
Trap-door Spider Nest.......... 5
Ho:ned Toad, fine Mounted.. ... .o.................... 1f0
* Aligator 1.foot long.. 3.50
Aligator 3 feet long........ 5.0
Bnowy Owl. Large ﬁne specimen, 10 00
Ep. l..osE. Tuxlderm!u
Warren Minn,

The &erman Group, Chicago, 111, meets every Saturaay,
| 8oclock P. M at 535 Bine Island Ave.

A ters in Sau F:
Opcm e"r: evening from 7 till 10 P. M,

128214 Folsom §t

The Independent Educational €1ub meets every Sunday
eveuin;, 817:30 p. m. at 1927 E Bt., Tacoms, Wash.

The Peoples Unifon, s free discussion club, meets every Suu-
dny evening at 935 Westminster St., l’rorldence. R. L

International Group Free Mlllthr meeté at 64 Washing-
| ton Bquare, New York City, every Monday at 8.30 p. m.

| Radical Literature of all kinds, including English periodi-
Cals, can be found at the news stand of comrade I Rudash, Cor,
| Essex 4 Division Streets, New York City.

Pamphlets iu English, Hebrew and German langusges can
| be had by out of town stand-keepers and comrades, by addres-
| sing A. Levin, 340 Cherry St., New York City.

| Anarchistische Yorbildungs Gruppe meets every Saturday

| | night at 8 o'clock p. m., 110 Delancy Bt , New York. Pamphlets
| in English, Hebrew a.ud German lavguages can be had at the
meeting.

The Group Proletariat meets and delivers lectures évery
| Friday night at 8 o’cloek, fv the New-Prospect Hall, 45 Orchard
Bt., New York. Pamphiets in English, German and Hebrew
languages gan be had at the meetings.

llelnleke Listy ll an elght page Anarchist weekly paper,
the B atNew \urkﬂity.m;\w.
B by the I Worki -of America.
Bend for sample copy

The New York Boclalist Literary Soclety, 161 Monrae St,
New York, has established a Free Reading Room, in which it
desires to leep all radical, Soctal, Political and economic maga-
zines, p , pamphlets, papers and books. Com-
rades who can A take notice.

'l'ha“un-mt is a monthly paper issued by the Altruist Com-
munity, of 8t. Louis, whose members hold all théir property in
common, and both men and women have equal rights and
decide all their business affairs by mqlorit‘y vote. Twenty-five
cents a year; sample copy free. Address, A. Longley, 2819
Olive Bt., 8t. Louls, Mo,

* Luelfer the Lightbearer, published at 1394 W, Congress St.,

Chicago, I11., by M. Harman, makes a specialty of Sexology or

Sexologic sclence, believing this to be the most important of

all sciences, because the most Intimately connected with the

i origin 01 ption of life, when » for goed'or 111, for
for happt or misery, for success or

| failure, il uumped upon each individual. Weekly,$1.00 a year.

I
| Mrs. Waisbrooker’s Books.
| My Century Plant
| The Occult Forces of Sex
: The Fountaln of Life.
-A Sex Revolution..... .
| Those wlLo desire to study the Sex Que:tion will find amnte
| lood for thought in the above four books.
| #randmotber’s Lessons to Men, Yourg and Old, on the
| Basic Principles of Marriage Happiness. .
| Ove has but to read the above and then be told tha, pos-
; tal department objects to its circulation, to ree how much goy-
| ‘ernment stands in the way of human happiness.
Send orders to The Firebrand, Box 94, Portland, Or.

——————

Other Books on Sex Relation.
The Old and the New Ideal A Solution of that part of the
Social Question which pertains to Love, Marriage and Bexual
Iniercourse. By Emil F. Ruedebusch. Paper cover 50c.
Nicely bound.. .
Dians, a Plynh&l’hynlulogiul Emy on Sexuni Rahuonl
Talks on Nature. Importart Information for both Sexes.

-A Treatise on the Structure, Functions and passional

Attiactions of Men and Women. Nicely bound. .,

.10
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5 c Plege, 860 N. Fourth 8¢, (No. 2 rear).
‘Baltimore, Md.—B. Morwitz, 1141 East Lombard Btreet.

'~ Lemdon, Eng.—Tom Reece, 19 Ifield Road, Fulham Road, Sw.
© Glasgew, d.—Wm. Duff, 5 N Croemy-
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