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“The. !.'iay Lxheratien mmrement ‘has forne& man},f peﬂple mtc new thmlung
sb:ut ‘homosexuality. It has shown this uptight straight’ society that =
__there are a lot of gay people .around, “that we are artictulate, that we .

~.can arga&mza and become & potentiall;.r important. force for social cﬁ:-mge.

‘Tch of Say Lihts impact has been on heterosexuals, Certainly medis’
coverage has focused attention on hoy the ‘straight world is reacting -

. t0 jthe .new gay militancy. = But-the most significant effedts of the

" mmramnt have been -felt at home: in the twakening of millions. of asy

WOMER - and men to-the possibility.of a better life - and a reallzation &

.of, how, putwdown ye ape..” For us; s for any group which is the victim ,"'
" of ﬂrzscriminaticn, the Ffirst shtep toward: ‘¢hanging-the’ situation is~ . =

‘to become £ully aware of what oursmctual: situation is. . To make life

?.hearable, many ‘anir: peopla.haye filtered out*awAfeness of their actual

~social position. The promise of Gay Liberation is the creation of a new,

free way of* life in which:we wi‘LT: nﬂt hat.re to’ ratreat ‘psyﬂhﬂlﬂgicany :

- .- and.socially to-survive,:

“Self-understanding is the heginnmg of genuine lxheratmm " Several:

. facts are basic for grasping the reality of our oppression as Homosexualss

irst, who we are, ' According to the famous Hinsey studies of sexual

i -hehavmr in America;” ‘homosexual behavior is Very common among both

women jand men: Inourtsodiety ~ more COmmon - am-::rng males than among
:E‘emales. Follm-ring are some c:f the Hinsey findings:

" B0 of P.merman ma‘.I.Es have be-:an conscious of spaczfzcaliy
; erotic’ responses to other males. = .
37% have had at least one hmmmﬂexual expar1ence lead1ng to
i orgasm,
1 18% have had at least -as much hmnasemal as hetemsexual
experience for at ‘ledst a three year permd IJEt-H'E‘En the
. ages of 18 -and 55 3 N L T
el 28% ‘of American’ :E‘emales hava hean conscidus. of s;mmfmally
i ' rerotic ‘responses’ to ‘another femsle, *
-av;l'u_ 13% have reaahed orgasm from at 1east one hnmﬂs&xual experlgnce.

{

{Kinsey repeatadly p-mnts ‘out that because of jc;lw: savagaly mpresswe

att-itudes towards homosexuality; the actual mcidence mll alwaars be

far higher than the collected data indicate.)

- Also-interesting is Kinsey's finding that most of thz males.uhc :
engage ‘in homosexual béhavior also take part in heterosexual, activitys. _'
In other words; homosemalﬂ are a large part of the perprulatmn, a L
large’ portmn of ‘whom' are otherwise "hormal” heterosexuals.”

It.is important to note that this high incidence of homosexual _
behavior occurs in a society which is extremely hostile and repressive i
to all forms of homoerotie activity,  This alone negates the myth
that homoséxuality is & rare "disease" confined to a few contaminated
areas, Homoerotic drives are powerful forces throughout our sacmty in :

. spite of hemry repmasmn.
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How is such widespread incidence possible? The established-
- church of the psychological world, the Wational Institute of lMental
Health, and other professional circles often have difficulty in accoun-
ting for ‘the near-universality of the "illness". A simpler explanation,
‘which carries more evidential weight, is that homosexuality is a natural
. and common activity found among nearly all higher mhnmals, . Sexual response
among humans is learned activity.: It 'is not -innate, There -is gimply
no one natural sexual response for humans, Heterosexuality is not inhere
ited. Cultural conditioning.is the mainsdetérmiriant of ‘the Kipds of sexual
iresponse af’ individual will choose. -The''problem" of homogexuality . .
isthat straight society hates and fears it(yet unwittingly inclines .
| large ‘mimbers of its owm fienbers: to respond homderotically)., The peint is
_4hat homosexuality is not sick, -It-is.as valid a mode of “human sexual
response as heterosesxislity,  What -i$ pathological ig°tHis sogiety!s .-
inability to give a positive place-to-homosexuality;-thereby excluding and
squanderify great amounts of human energy and potertiall Homosexuality
is a positivé personal and social forces 'Lt iz’ the ‘¢apacity to love .-
fully membé#s of one's own sex. It is the natural complement and equal of

In shc:rt';-"-';t'ﬁex;"al are tens of millions of. us “throughout a1l parts. of

“the fmierideh population, We suffer from an oppression based upon irrational
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What does it mean, then, to Sidim CHAt We:abe obptessed as embdentials?
Oppression:is’a slippery term, but. it can be given-a reasonably concrete
_meanings-- By-Oppredsicn we mean a situation in which the :gréth and ~ .
development :of:a grovo or an individual -is systematically frustrated

o i e

because of the'social Positibn of the.oppressed and/or the §tructure of the

social situatlon’ in which they live, We maintain that 511 gay people in
‘merica are systematidally frustrated in various ways because of their
sexual orientation. lhis oppression is both psychological and social,
and affects =11 of s 'to varying degrees, regardless of the heterosexual
component of our lives, Gay oppression is real, sccially as well as
psychiologically « if affects us outwardly as well as.inside. Gay oppression
is harmful: it inhibits our lives, causing us.to be less than we could -
be. Gay-oppression is a social problem, It is a systematic process which
derives from the fiarrow roles 'of our sex-negative society-dnd culture.
Anyone growing up gay in America learns to develop a mildly schizo-
phrenic personality style. .Gay persons experience a split between what he
gr she feels toward members of the same. sex.and what is socially acceptable..
gay person soon learns o become an expert. at selficensorship, at inhibi-
ting feelings amd ‘résponses to avoid being "read! as gay. Under strong
pressures at home, in school, with peers to 'go -straight';.a gay’ person, ..
has. difficulby sxveriencing sexuality as:a positive force, €k becomes. . .
split off from: productive and agtiiré'pa:.:_ts-gf_l—ife,;;-_f_dra&i’:ing"cﬁf’-éﬁei'gy*" :
"' in repression, and leaving a sénse of being not ' quite together, Every
: ga;-fpers‘on'=._in"%ez‘*icﬁ"laads two lives.. “ithin the persomalify-there - *
is a felt opposition between fegling and socially~approved agtivity,

This kind of gélf-f—_d‘i{risi'qn is usually.termed atienation,” The anti-gay - -
pressures of rican socigty and culture force -upon. homosexuals -

peculiaz forms: of_-_pefrsbpaﬁl_'s_md_ social alienation, '« A L L
i ARYch 2Ty R LB B AT T gl Bl ineyn L 7a 03
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Alienation In Personal Life
Tre deepest problem faced by gay peapie in' their perscnal lives
ig that of positive: selfuxmage. rigan aociety exerts strong pres-.
sures, through most of its institutidns to enforce the view that homo-
. sexality is a negatzv% characteristic, ‘Heterosexuality as an exclusive '
. wWay of 1ife is exalted as the only lagltlmate form of sexual axpr3551ﬂn.;ﬁ.
At the same time, hcmosaxualzty is put down-‘in books, films, "queer“ 3
Jjokes, etc. The first film in dmerica to deal with ¢ay experience,: -
= IThe 5 In The Band!, focused upon a group -of male, middle class New
Yorkerd ~ the typical stereotype of "the homosexdalI™., " The film showed
gay mzq'with personal ‘problems such as guilt, self-ﬁatred and failure, all.
- somehoiy uﬁﬁnected with their homosexuality, th, ‘there was no mention
of the kind of" Eﬂﬂlﬂl repression which surrfounds every gay person, wnmen
85 well as.men, | ‘i four society; “This is putting hngSExuallty‘dcwn; i
" There dré-strong “influences,’ ‘including arganizad ‘religion and: estab-
lished psyﬁhclcgyg which pressure gay people to view themselves as -
inferior and’ sick,  This is borne out by the mmbeér-of homosexuals Of both :
sexes who seek psychiatric help to be-lcured! of 'their ‘homosexuality, -« o
At is hardly*surpr1s1ng that this Kind " of :negative propaganda barraga shmﬁbd
leave many of us with feelings of" inferzﬁrity and” self-hatred, _
This lack of self-esteem has-bad effects ofipersonal relations. Gay. .

people often have difficulty establishing lasting relatienships, -
especially with other homosexuals, This reinforces the pattern of self- .
hatred and can cauge feelings of anxiety and insecurity, All this affects
the' way gay peopie—&xperienﬂe their‘sexualily itself., The cultural . . ..
censure of” hnmnsaxuallﬁy usually leads gay people to suffer frog some kind
of ghilt or anxlety in‘connection with their sexual activity. seek
. 'oures", some depersonalize sex as much as possible and others avnid

sex altﬂggther. Because of strong social préssure; homosexuals are forced
to censure their sexual feelings much of the time., This makes: it very ha:d
to integrate- sexuallty into the total perscnallty. For every gay person -
in ﬁmer}c%, sex is a mador persanal prnblam in. at least some: paruﬂd qf‘hzs
or Her 1ife, * -~ . N 5 Ry M L o

ﬂliqﬂgtiﬂn In Sﬂcial Life

The' prohlems g&y peaple experience in thelr personal lzves

largely derive from the conflict betwéen their erotic needs and the
dominant. role. structure of society. American families condition many
. of their children to respunﬁ homosexuzlly as'well zs heterosexually. HAs ™ -

'meﬁtloned ghove, this is natural and in itself a good thing, - The problem
arises because the society not only does not provide positive roles for
gay sex, but attenpts to enforce heterosexuval supremacy’'to the point of
suppr3551ng all ‘aspects of homoerotic behavior. American society denies-
hOmﬂsexuals ‘equal ‘statis along51de exclusive heterogexunals < the: cultural
1deaI. Hnmnsexuais are considered somehow less than filly human, - Great--
effort ‘is expended to keep ‘homosexuals from participating in- 1mportant
soccial rDlEs. Gzys are uff1c1a11y barred from influence-on the young -
in education, from all areas of government employment, and frem p091t10ns
throughout industry and business, Homosexuals are consciously pushed out
of social functions for which they qualify in all ways but sexual crientation,
"Known homosexuals" are a marginal group in fmerica. Even though most
gays carefully conceal their identity, there is always the threat of exposure
and the possibility of being forced into the marginal category..
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To. make clear the impact af falling 1nto the marganal group,. it.is
uséful to ;ecall what, open’ or known homosexuals are:-subject teo.in :
- hmerica, “irst, physidallattack It is. no secret.that ”queers" are, favor

"faﬁcrihe vigtims for-beatings, mugg:ngs and k1111ngs hy various sagments

of the papulatlon, Including policei! .
Secbnﬂ, legal punlshment ~ in some states. 11£¢ 1mpriéonmgd£ ibr

" conseriting hansaxual acts: Gay sex in any form is outltwed.in every

“state bubt Il
‘Third; ooccupational- %xclus1on. Very-few jobs anywhere hre open to .

. known homosexlials,

“”ﬁsychﬂlag;dal oppression~in the form of. hatassment, abufle;. élaﬁﬂer ‘and

Yo

nois,” Whers 'severe repression tales place nzvertheless-

his is the biggest club used agdingt us,  Fourth,

}W;Hflﬁicule. “FYFth, blackmsil.  Sixth, hodsing d13cr1m1nat1ﬂnf

Eaaause of this'kznﬂ ‘of pressure; most gay people are- fcrce& to conceal

. .and restritt their often vital personal needs in order:to. surviye,

'This reinfbfﬂEs the''selfucensure and: the split,between saxuallty an&
‘other kinds of productive activity. This results in masqueqading =

::perscnallty no matter which option is taken. 23
. human capacities fbﬂ-endoywant from those of greativd production. A

“either playiiig streight of exaggerating orets sexual gtyle- in camp.-

At the téntér of many gay people's:1ives i the paitiful bhoice
between.perspnal fulfillment and sociallyssanctioned adhievémart) A

~..gay person often’ ﬁas to- chodsh hatwaen a job or career 1n.wh1ﬁh sex has to
; f@ be denied; and 2zn' open sex life in a gay hettg with Little ¢ :

hhbe fdr
a decent. jobr or £ulfilling dareeri  Such k chojce anforces a shlit
ither chblne alienates the

- chief form ‘of Bur Gppress1cn is this barren choice of alternatives: lave

by OF, woﬁk, but not, both,

Thd cppAEgsi&ﬁ b omosesxuality in Anerica is a result of the. anbi-

.'f;% bias zunning through the institutions and culture of this society.
he,

tifiing &F growth and potential affects all gay people (as well
as aii heterosexuals), leaving few aspects of our. lives untouched. -

The oppression is intolerable because it is unjustified and: 1rrat1ona1
The continuing oppression of homosexuals is both humanly degredlng “and

- socizlly wasteful.

Homosexuality is as "natural“ as heterﬁsexuallty3 hecause Gf the
greab flexibility of human sexual response, Homosexaality harms no

_.one and i3 a valusble form of relationship. American societyls
" condemnation of homosexuality has no basis in science or. nature, It

" is prejudice, like recism, - Himar health and creativity require integ-

., .ration of the needs for enjoyment and intimacy with productive activity.

: .qupr6531Dn.of howosexuallty restricts individuals and society as 8

.. whole frnm.developlng this kind of healthy integration, causing. gay

-1 Sexuality to be separated from-social ‘life with the consequences noted

... abave, . Since the proper development of sexuality is wital for human

... .growth, the. conulnulng représsion of gey people; especially in adoles-
.. cenge, 1nf11aus nzadleas suffering on millions of pecple. As long as

mi o anti-gay oppression is permitted, considerable human resources are

Fim -z.he1ng sguandeﬂed and all GUT llves are. impoveriuhed anﬂ distorted.
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TI. THE_DISTITUTIONS OF REPRESSION
The dominant culture in dur society is anti-gay as a whole.

Repression of gey sexuality .is enforced-through the interlocking life

- - patterns of institutiond which make up this society. These institutions .
- are man-made and dhangeables  They interlock, but not’ perfectly. ‘Each

one répresses homoséxuality in its peculiar fashion. But the result of

s11 this is so condistent that it {2 medurate to speak of them all as

sources of ‘gay oppression. Py

! " 1, The family, In fmerican society the:nuclear family, ¢emposed

-of father, mother and children; is the. first-institution most people

encounter, and it has the'greatest effect in forming personalitiess The

family is vhefe sexual response is learned, by a process still little
understcod, The Ameriean family is also the starting point for ant i=gay
attibudes, Unfortunabely it is also the institution which conditions:
other repressive attitudes, 1.e. attitudes which tend to stifle and
cripple peoplels =bilities to develop. The normal family usually fosters’
male supremacy, enforces the inferior, dependent status of women,

and confining sex~typing of personality traits, according to which males
should be aggressive and famales passive, etc. Sexism, discrimination
against persons because of sex or sexaual activity, begins here.

"2, Thé“educational system. Schools and related jouth-oriented
progréms in America reinforce the anti-gay attitudes learned in the
familys ThiSiis'done by enforecing distinctions between "masculine!
and "feminine" roles and activities, by-exalting stereotypes of male and
female behavior, etc, Homosexuzlity receives heavy negative sanctions
both directly and by treating it in .negative and lurid ways. “ince the
educational institutions affect development from childhood: through
adolescence, their impact is considerable. W i

- 3. Organized religion. Americen churches and synagogues reinforce
- the same configuration of values developed by the family: sexism, male
supremacy, anti-homosexuality.. Further, religious: sanctions are used

to infuse abtitudes toward homoeroticism with a heavy sense of guilt.

. Because of their pewerful influence over the lives of many people in
this society, religious institutions are major agents of enforcing

the oppression of homosexuals. ot

I, Government. Federal, state and.municipal'govarnments-exart
strong anti-gay pressures, Anti-gay laws, police ‘harassment, persecu-
tion within the military, and nearly universal job discrimination all

act. ‘to oppress the‘lives of gay people in very concrete and often -
~painful ways,. -7 ; L

5. Business, Gay people suffer from poth discrimination and
exploitation at theihands of large and small business alike., American °
business enforces conformism and anti-gay prejudices in hiring practices,
in unequal opportunities for gays within factories, offices, ete, Gays,
vhen' "discovered", are often fired of never propnted.-~0pen-hcmnsexuals
frequently have difficulty finding adequate housing. ~In-gay ghetto
areas housing is available; but usually over-priced. and of poor quality.
ind homosexuals are exploited through over-priced bars, films, magazines,
clothes, etc, ' - '
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6. The: lass ledia, The media extol and reinforce cultural norms, projecting
'm negative image of homogexuality. The film & TV Industries in particular
emphasizer identification with prevailing stereotypes, male chauvinism,

and the- negative aspzcts of homogexuality. . .. e

7. Orgenizgd Crirs,  In the cities the gmy ghetto area Is a favorite place
for-exploitation by eriminal -syndieates. The oppressed. situation of gay
pecple =nd our: lack of soeial support or power make ug easy vwictims of
exploitation in -syndicabe~owmed. bars, baths. and restaurants, The syndicates
exploit pur needs for a relatively sefe: place to meet and socialize, with
other: gay people, This kind of- exploitation does not éxclude threats, and
the. reality, of assoults and murders. .. . - . .5 . . LTI e T

ITT. THE ‘STRUGGLE TOUARD LIESRATION . ..\

b e,

"' ks our analysis indicates, o be gay.in hmerica is.to be forced to,
live under grirding peshologicaliand sccial pressure, It means having
to frustrate onels cun desires and conceal the gay aspects of one's

identity,: or face strong econcmic, social end- legal sanctions,. Frieedom
meang -+g be-and feal “together”, to experience sexuality as a positive
fored, to-see curselves as equals with straights and'abié-to cantrol our
ovm-destiniess - - - _ O A v Fedih e
" @up liherebion means the positive inclusion of homosexuality within
a healthy scciety, ‘the integration of sexuality on .the .part of gll people
within a productive and developing life. Our.liberation is a persomal
and social process of changs, Our goal cannot be tolerance from gtraight
sooiety as presently constituted. [Decause of .the .roles and patterns of this
society wé:could at hest be tolerated-as .inferiors and "germinal cases"”
of an afflictil Exristing -Lnerican-institutions cannot assimilate :
homoséxuality in a positive way, -Liberation will require.a resistance to
the kind of negative chanelling this.society-imposes on us and finally'a
redical overhaul of the ‘institutions which:oppress us - including the .
removal and replacement of institutions where necessary. '

Our alienation as-gays is in this way: like that.of Women as a whole,
of Blacks and other Third World pecples. Thé_sccial"arranggmenté of
thié.snciety'aé-it.standS“are_simply-insapahle:of meeting our or-their
needs regordless.of the good will if.any, of those-controlling the. . |
institubions. To bresk our chains and beccne free we are going to have
to work for furndamantal changes in the institutions which oppress us,
such as thz ewisting fenily system with its web of supports: male
chawrinism,. sex typing of personality traits and arbitrary -labels. ..

. -such as "gay" ard "straight", Bub to change eny one basic institution
‘Will require chnnges in related ones, - Change in. family patberns would,
figan’ changes in education, in the economy, in laws,.ebe,  This will
mean coming up ogainst vested interests, those who-gain at the expense
.of 'our oppression, It will mean a struggle to free ourselves, 7.
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. To be free to live human lives we as'gay people have to alter the
whole interlocking group of institutions which affect our lives, This is
the sense in which Gay Liberation is necessarily'a radical novement, Our
project must be to. gain pawer Yo make changes in this society which

have to be- made if We are to live healthy, frae and productive lives,

Concretelyg this will requzre two thlngs. One, getting ourselves
atd our movement together.  TFor this we need a realistic set of social:
and'political goals to fit éur‘needs, Two, a readiness to form alliances
with other groups strugaling for changz, We cannot remake “American
society by ourselves. We surely cannot ask those who are comfortable
with the present order; i.e. our oppressors, to-change it for us. Bubt
together w1th ‘others, we nay be able to create a free life for all of
us, : : ; :

The Red Butterfly malntains that' the American economic and political
system, ‘based on the capxta11st5* pursuit of profit, cannot incorporate
our demands and satisfy Bur nzeds for full sccial participation any
more than it can meet the demards of Black Americans, Capitalism does . ..
not operate direétly to serve human needs, but to increase profits, As
recent experience indicdates(e,g. Ralph Nader), the great corporations
pursue this pﬂllﬂy as well as. small buisnesses, To achieve full !
participation in social 11 fe and access to the economic necessities
for the good 1life, we need to take control of the economy out of the
hands of the profit-seekers and substitute rational planning and control
of economic 1ife by all the peopie, Furthermore we need guaranbeed
protection for the economic, social and political rights of all
minorities, incluiing hnmnsexuals. Togethér-with public and cooperative._
ownership ‘of social wealfh, this is democratic sccialismu

We hold that only such an acnnnmzc and social demccracy, in
which people have genuine :contrgl over the institutions which affect
their’ l;ves, can provide eonditions: :q:ﬁhich we can work out “a free
society, .in which gay people can Tive if ~End- creative lives: ‘and - in
which gay“ and ”ﬂtrqlght“ can be- hﬂrledpﬁlnng with other 1abals af ;
diV1sion and nppr9551on. e

4 ?
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: hThz Hed Butterf1Y 1s;an asspniatﬂnn ef gay mgn qnd wcmgn whn as:rgfhiutionary
_ sncialists aee their llbaratidn 1Iﬂhed o the ﬂiggs 5Lrugglex A0

'ﬁdﬂxt1onal cnples'of tﬂ?s pamﬁhret are avallahie. HE arg Bngaﬂed in 1
study and writing projects to develop a comprehensive radical anaiysis

. of Gay Liberation., On-going projects include critiques of religion,

" the family, and Homen's Liberation. For additional materials, ora
';speaker for yeur. grﬂup or school, wr:te s, <
'The Haﬂ Butterfly
Box 3Lli5 : .
Grand Eentral Statinn n e PR S
Hew, York, HiY¥. 10007 L g e



