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THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST is produced by Sheffield
Anarchists as an aid to the wider dissemination of
Anarchist ideas in the Sheffield area and further
abroard. '

Volume 1 Number 1 was published in 189, and it
wWas intended to appear fortnightly, but pressure
from the police, the church, and authority in
gereral forced a halt in production after only 10
issues. 1t was revived in 1975, and continued to ' )
appear, somewhat sporadically, throughout the 70%s. Since March 1983 it has been produced on'a quarterly
basis. ' : ' '

The paper has ro fixed price, a continuation of the original policy of the founders, so that the want of
a few pence shall not prevent the sharing of ideas. We pay ourselves no wages under any guise, ha_ve_-no '
expense accounts and support no other enterprise, (nor are we supported by any other enterprise). ALl money
recieved for the paper goes towards ensuring that we can print more copies of the next issue, and those "‘1’]0
are able to give generously ensure that copies can be available for those who cannot afford to give anything.

We have always encouraged our readers to get involved with the paper, and with the wider activities of the
group. Contributions of an Anarchist nature are always welcome for publication, be they articles, poems,
graphics or whatever - We excercise no editorial control or censorship over contributions, and inclusion 1S
subject only to available space. . ' _ S

ARTICLES, ETC PUBLISHED IN 'THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST' ARE EXPRESSING THE VIEWPOINT OF THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHOR/

POET/GRAPHICIST AND DO NOT*NECCESARILY REFLECT. THE VIEWS OF ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THE PRODUCTION OF TFE
PAPER, NOR INDEED THE VIEWS OF ALL ANARCHISTS IN SHEFFIELD. '

The term "Sheffield Anarchists™ has always been more of a geographical description than a political one, in
fact today even this is somewhat flexible, as many Anarchists Living in places outside of the Sheffield
bourdary are irwolved. These include people from Wath, Dronfield, Chesterfield, Worksop, Clowne, Wombwell,
Rotherham and elsewherc. . :

We have always existed as more of a loose federation than a fixed grouping, we hope that this does rot
imply any vagueness: We are very clear that we are Anarchists, but tolerant of the differing varieties of
Anarchism, of which there are many - Communists, pacifists, syndicalists, etc. We are all happy to work with,
and learn from, eath other. We think that the looseress of our grouping offers a certain amount of protection
against dogmatism, power—seekers, police-infiltrators, etc and also acts as a safeguard against the diseases
that seem to afflict more rigid organisations - beuracracy, intimidation of the Less—verbally articulate,
oppression of minorities, hierarchy, etc. We believe that the size of our group(ing), its diversity, and
the fact that it has been active for so long proves that our methods of organisation work.

We are a very active group, and meet together regularly. Although not affiliated to a regional or
national Anarchist federation we have regular contact with other Anarchists throughout the country, and also

with some abroard.
Qur readers are welcone to become ivolved, to work within the laose | -, DORT WANT YOU TO READ

structure of 'Sheffiald Anarchists' or outside of that structure, as | o PROPAGANDA KID ---
they see fit. . g{; (%t 'MAKE YE_NTA_L__LY

THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST IS ANTI — COPYRIGHT. YOU MAY DO ANYTHING vOU
LIKE WITH ANY PART OF IT.
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CHESTERFIELD COMRADES PLEASE NOTE - ANARCHIST BOOKS, PERIODICALS, E£TC . TG ,
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FROM A STALL IN THE MARKET - EVERY SATURDAY. 7\ #EY- BUT | PROMISED
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STANDING FIRM9

What a.joke the Council's stand over rate~capping turned out to be, They must have
spent a fortune inflating their own ego's, what with making records, painting
buses, etc, etc, etc. - all saying how "firm" they were going to be in their
"stand" against rate-capping. And then they didn't even last out the first round.:
Further, the discovery of the rate demands already typed—out and hidden in the
Town- Hall shows just how sincere they ever were. Blunkett's apparent U-turn is’
seen as positive by the Labore leadership in the same way as "Red Ken' Livingston-
e's was - Obviously these treacherous shits will go far as politicians, and both
are keen to climb up the Labore Party ladder at the earllest oppertunity. .

Now the Council is "standing firm" against cutting jobs and services, desplte
setting a rate which cannot possibly pay for all of these. Thelr latest propaganda_
says "We will not carry out Government cutbacks in Sheffield. We will keep the '
promises we have made." Who is ‘there left to believe these hollow statements
which -the Council specialise in? They say that they will now be locking to make

“the savings other crises have not reached", but no doubt they will not be startl—
ng with the many banquets held at the Town Hall for the Labore Party falthful, or
their own expense accounts, or the parasite Lord Mayor.

TEENAGE RAMPAGE

A 257 incredse in ‘"eriminal damage™ has been spear_headed by local militia forces .

in the Abbeydale area. In one raid 50 windows were smashed at Abbeydale: Grange

school, and expensive cars in the nearby posh area of Millhouses have had their

palntwork scratched and windows broken. Other cars were driven into walls.
Although "vandalism” has-risen by 25% for Sheffield as a whole over the first

3 months of this year; it has risen by 29% in the South-Sheffield sub-division.

In Doncaster the figures are up 30%, and in Barnsley an incredible 45%. Let's make

sure we keep it constructive.

"Scabbing Jack"

"At a May Day rally in Doncaster "Scabbing Jack" Taylor was booed and heckled by
miners, wany of whom were on "unofficial" strike at the time,

Recently, after coming out of a meeting with the NCB, where the decxsxon to
axe over 2, ODO _Jobs had just been aunounced Jack said it had been 'a good constru-
ctive meetlng . .

Wh Not Make It Easy For Yourself
—— Subscribe —

3R Are you sick of trying to dodge the pigs on Fargate so you can get
{ hold of a copy of the paper? 3Jick of going through all those copies
/-1 of 'Red Drivel' to itry and find the last 'Sheffield Anarchist' in
your local lefty bookshop? Why not make it easy for yourself and
subscribe, For 4 scintillating issues of your favourite Anarchist
mag just send us the ftrifling sum of £1.60 and we'll send you the
4 next 4 issues + any other publications we do hot off the press. We
'y’ -reckon that to cover the cost of printing, postage, envelopes, etc.
AN A you're getting a pretty good deal for £1.60. Course if you want to
/  send us a bit more, we'll put it to good use, -
S50 WISE UP BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE AND SUBSCRIEBE.
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CALLWE. |
There. have been several attacks by the Animal Liberation Front in Sheffield

recently, the targets have mainly been city-centre fur shops, notably Rackhams,
where £4,000 worth of windows were smashed and locks glued=-up.

- THE BLUE RINSE STARTS TO RUN

Fvents at the Council's dreary march and rally against ratecapping on iarch the
6th were considerably enhanced by the arrival of striking school students. For one
of the passing blue~rinse brigade this burst of creative rebellion was too much

to digest. The elderly matriarch seized one of the insurgents, a young boy of 9,
while screaming for police assistance) This arrived promptly.

However our young hero is not yet thwarted, he boldly declares his lnnocence of
any crime, adding his doubts as to the sanity of the dear lady. Red-faced, she
franticly searches for evidence amongst the piles of discarded placards littering

~the City Hall steps. Much to the amusement of the gathering masses she finds the

offending article: a doctored trot placard with the immortal words "COPPERS ARE
WANKERS". ' '

' FRUIT%CAKE OF THE MONTH

Qur Fruit-Cake of the Month award goes to local Labour member of Brierly Town

Council, Bill Grindrod, who told a.local Labore Party meeting that it was time

vandals were flogged; he was referring to someone who had stolen some flowers from
a local cemetery. '

'FORTHCOMING EVENTS

| THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST VALK - :

A historical walk round places of local Anarchist interest incinding several pubs.
Meet Sunday 30th June in The Hanover pub, Broomhall
~BROOMHALL SUMMER CARNIVAL - .

The Sheffield.Anarchist bookstall will be there. Saturday 13th of July.

THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST READERS MEETING -

Come and jet us know what you think of the paper. All comrades welcome. Tuesday
i6th of July at Commonground on the Wicker, 7,30pm. '

SHEFFIELD SHOW - _ :

The Sheffield Anarchist bookstall will be in the "peace" area. 19th/20th/2lst .
July in Hilsborough Park. S
ANARCHIST PICNIC AND GET-TOGETHER -. ' _ : _
Bring food, drink, etc, Some for yourseif and some to share. All friends welcome, -

Meet 'The 3 Merry Lads', Lodgemoor from 12.00?m onyards., Catch the 51 bus from
“Arundel Gate, ' : . -

COPYDATE FOR 'THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST' VOL 3 fo 10 -
All articles must be in for Thursday 15th of August.
GREEN FAYRE -

The bookstall will be here toa. 2.00pm -~ 6.00pm at Tintagel House, Headow Bénk Bd;
-iSth_of September. ' . D

k]

IMPORTANT & IMPORTANT & TMPORTANT & TMPORTANT @ DMPORTANT & IMPORTANT @ TMPORTANT
PLEASE NOTE - WE NO LONGER WOLD OUR WEEKLY MEETINGS AT THE BROWN COW-PUB.
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SCHOOLS " AN EXPANDING BATTLEGROUND IN THE

CONTINUOUS CLASS WAR

. THE CA \IVAL OF REVOLT

In Warch tth year, schools: throughout the country exploded in a carnival of reveolt,
and nowhere was the battle more intense than in Sheffield. Although March 6th (the
lst anniversary of the miners strike) had been designated "National Fuck School Day"
2 couple of months previously the actual scale of events must have taken everyone.
by suprise. An extract from a leaflet distributed to Sheffield schools and
re-printed in 'The Star' read "Get wise, use your imaginatien, make March 6th a
hell-raising, colourful, destructive day. Smash your mlﬂd—tWLStlnﬂ prison of an
exam factory. On March 6th - Support the miners," - The fuse had been lit, and on-
March 6th, (deSthe the NUM calling off the miners strike), the long-overdue charge

went off.

After £600 worth of w1ndows were smashed at Hurlfield school, pupils marched on
nearby Ashleigh school, where they were joined by Ashleigh pupils. "A running riot”

‘ensued in whlch more school windows were smashed and cars and other vehicles were

attacked, A vicar who attempted to help teachers restore order was hit with a brick.

‘Elsewhere, at City school pupils staged a walk-out, and at schools throughout the

country pupils hit back at the system. In Sheffield the festivities extended on into
thesevening, with more actions specifically in support of the miners; putting the

‘NUM beuracrats to shame. The large plate glass window of the NCB scab coal shop was

smashed, and 5 Halifax Building Soc1ety {(who had evicted striking miners) branches

~“+had their locks and cash machines glued up, graffitti outside one branch read
"Stop the Evictiens"”,

But the "Carnival of Resistance’was not to be a one day event, The next day,
March 7th, 150 pupils at City school walked out in protest at the "disciplining” of
10 puplls fer taking part in the previous days events. After walking out, the City
pupils went to nearby Brook school where 50 pupils (including many Orgreave veterans)

- were already picketting.

On March 8th pupils again refused to go into City school, until an amnesty was

- offered te all those suspended or expelled (this demand was eventually met). After
‘holding a meeting outside local shops, they again went to Brook school to join'a

50-strong picket already there. Teachers had to barricade the schoel to step them
sterming the building. From Brook they went to Waltheof school, where they were

- Joined by more striking pupils, Here they were charged by rlot gollce, and’ a 16

year old was arrested and beaten up.
It has been difficult to sketch in all the events that took place during the

carnival of revolt, certainly there were many things which were not reported in the

capitallst press, and we have heard of some pretty spectacular events involving
‘school stoppers' in other British towns and cities. Chronelogically the next action

- we know about in Sheffield tock place on March 11lth when 60 puplls at Carter Lodge
‘schoel walked out.{1}

The follewing day, the 12th, 100 pupils walked out at Carter Lodge school, they

- went to City school to join pupils there in a picket and demonstration, and 2 arrests
.were made, Police were also called to Dinningten Comprehensive where a picket of
over 100 had formed. The extent of the schools revolt, paticularly as far as

- unreported actlons ‘are. concerned was shown when pollce and education officials
-appealed to "the public" to help stop attacks on scheels. According to 'The btar '

"Virtually every schoel in the city has now been attacked - with fresh reperts

reaching police at the rate of 3 or 4 a day."
For a week the schools events had dominated the headllnes of the local press, hut

‘the last schools action to be reperted took place on March 13th when pupils from

“Carter.'Lodge scheol again walked out, and demonstrated outside Hurlfield school.

. As always, the capitalist press continually tried to distort the truth about the
schools revolt, and eventually, as with the '8l riots, they decided that the story
had beceme too hot to handle. - ' o .

- CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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In 1981 the leftist myth that only workers have the power to change society was
totally shattered by the evenys in Toxteth, Brixton and Moss Side. Suddenly the left
were forced to see the potential power of "the impossible class", they had to,
because they had.been_left_Standing by .the events that had.taken p1aQe,uinsgrfection
had broken out,.and they .(of course) were nowhere to be seen. As_always;”thef't;otS'
could only see things in the subjective terms of their own narrow, dogmatic and
abstract politics, trying to cram something that was alive and kicking into the
pigeonholes of their dead ism's and the confines of ‘revolution' according to Marx

or some other long-decaying corpse. Parasitically, they tried to ride along on the
backs of the combatants, attempting to manipulate and distort the truth about what
was really going orn, and use the impossible class as cannon fodder for their petty
power politics (2). They attempted to become armchair spokes({wo)men and leaders, but
they never understood anything about what was golng on, the insurgents were light-
years ahead of them politically, and the trots could not see that they themselves,
"the vanguard of the proletariat’ were part of that which had'to be swept’ away, they
were part of “the enemy”. S
. The Labour Party toc were forced to sit up and take motice. Unbridled resistance
to.the state that would leave them as redundant as the Tories, had to be smashed (3).
- But still, after the initial danger to them was thought over, they sought to make
~petty political capital out of the events, by trying to make out that théy were some
kind of natural disaster brought about solely by the policies of the Tory goverament:
Something that could be appeased by a little state philanthropy and the reintroducti-
_on of policemen on bicycles. But this was not a case of the unemployed clamouring for
jobs, the insurgents made no reformist demands, they could not be appeased by the
State handing out more wage-slavéry, but only by an end to wage-slavery and an end to
the state. Once you say "HO:" all things follow, and the "street-dancers” were alrea-
- dy a long way down the road of resistance, they sought only the joy of revolutiom (4).

THEY HAVE LEARNED NOTHING

TFour years later, the Labour Party left have been quickér off the mark in seeing the
power of youth, as they reject school, and spread their fight to the streets. Again,
they. are attempting to neutralise genuine révolutionary class anger by diverting it
into irrelevant single-issues; mere fodder for their power drive., The dirty deed "is
being done under the label of the "Labour Party Young Socialists', and the ‘campaign
is being closely controlled by the odious so-called "Militant™ tendency (better
known as the 'Tapeworm' tendency). Yet again they have underestimated our strength,
 anger, and lack of submissiveness.How stupid do they think we are, all this.crap
-about teachers and pupils being on the same side, - — '

asking slaves to support their would-be masters, | LPYS demands |
tiacgzys_arg_ soft cops', and those trendies in AsTnam“anumemnmmquvs;nm
the b T v : ches shouh] use the leaflet produced by Fort- |-
_ our Party a;e‘th? worst. The question. of - | smuntn snd Havaut brasches as & model to in-
‘how much they get paid is as irrelevant to-the (ervene n subsequent student prolests:
_ s _ . - : FIGHT THE TORIES NOT THE TEACHERS. Tenchers
gorceful}y educated as the questl?n_of screws pay a1t HOT weit g thay arm toss thars the svetage
is to prisoners. The campaign against Youth: '} Wweus ot werking BO hours 2 wask. The Toriai heve
e » . . L T T . . ¥8pt dewn rachers’ pay and cut back on teschers .
Training Schemes is being used as another vote=~ ‘lebe. Tha tenchars unions 8re riot fighting aguinat you -
_ o 1 _ % [theyos tighting fof a ducent wage.. .
.catching stunt to rally support round the pink | WuTPOLICY 15 NGT TO DISAUPY YOUR EXAMS.
flag .of the Labour Party, and to gloss over their 7} Tarias hava cut miliona of pounde fram your sduzis
. = A : . P . ! tion, Tha real thrent 1o Tt fram Tory
own appalling record. We are not interested in trying; munmfﬁﬂfémJﬁﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁ$rhﬁmJﬂ
.EO reaifange ?he deckchairs on the Titanic, we e rasaivers i T et tae & Feing ege T
now where we're Oi d j_t S ot - Teschark furength: lisa | theie union; SCHOQL |
koW where ve e Bolng, and it isnit up sone Labour | siindniShuton ma T T
y DL ey, it's on to real change. The schaot studants’ tmisn muss dpmdnd; 0§
. i . * nND viclimisution olh:upllu for striking. - . - =
I [ M r * Bapresaniet 14 . . . =
 CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE _ %t 10 Gress e puarg want o wevemmers [

* ivo corparsd punishmoeng,

— = - - : IrmpMovBd schoot Tecityias, . .
. . ] ) - Cuntral of ychosh magazine. )
- This LPYS leaflet reproduced in 'Militant' shows T e Farinar gy Salndle. .

" where they put the emphasis in schools - with the :gﬁﬁnﬂﬂuﬂzﬁr;iﬁxﬂh"°“mﬂ
teachers - the rest of the leaflet is the usual % End polien harsesment= STOP the arrest of
reformist, diversionary twaddle that they can vbkm.uiff“ An:T”“' “M

- always be expected to come out with. : uniey f e suik, i lest ihe suthovides tha escuse

10 cixmp down, DON'T BE PROVOKEDIL ‘No o -
mindisns viglenes; orgdnine 1heeiigh unlon action. -
o
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 March 21st - a full scale riot! Over £1100 worth of

' confrontation with the police, large groups spread
throughout the city. One group who had a specific target

~were "nowhere to be seen, except for one sighting of a
tired steward running behined a group of students."

THEY HAVE LEARNED NOTHING CONTD. -

In Glasgow the LPYS got more than.they bargained for
when they called for a token half-day school strike om

damage was caused as 6000 "laughing, yelling kids ran
along the streets, easily avoiding cops on horseback.”
School exercise books were ripped up by the hundred, and
they chanted "Dole is better than slavery", and "Here we
g0..." One student commented "We're probably going to get
expelled tomorrow anyway, so who cares.” After the 1n1t1a1

in mind headed for a nearby school, and procaeded to put
the w1nd0ws through. According to 'Black Flag' the LPYS

. Not content with getting their fingers burnt once (again) the LPYS together with
other "Militant" fronts ~ the so-called "School Students Action Committee" and the
"Youth Trade Union Rights Campaign" tried to organise a national half-day school

strike for April 25th. This was supposed tao be a protest against YTS, but coincided
- with a teachers strike the same day. The token strike call was backed by several
Labour MP's

~ Yet agaln, the "Militant" scum got more than they bargained for, the Glasgow

‘events were simply amplified to a. mational scale - In Barnsley windows were smashed

at County Hall, and 500 school strikers wrecked the furniture in a.hall at a _
meeting suppqsedly organised for them. In Bradford youths stormed the Arndale Centre

B Cthe'scene'of_earlier rioting) In Reading 41 arrests were made after a rampage.
- There was "severe disorder" in Caerphilly, And all over the country school strikers
.went .on-the warpath, while the LPYS and chums stood helpless.

In Sheffield those strikers that bothered to attend the LPYS rally weren't

. prepared to subordinate to the self-imposed authority of the trot scum. On the City

Hall steps fires were started with the LPYS/SSAC/YIURC leaflets specially printed for
the occassion, and red flags which had been distributed were also set alight, along
with the LPYS banner. (5)'Hundreds of pounds worth of damage" was caused in the City

centre, and half a mile away from the rally protesters attempted to storm the

Manpower Services building - they had to barricade the place.
Commenting on the fact that they had been totally unable to control the days -

events, the rally's Sheffield organiser said "The disturbance just proved schoolchil~
. /dren needed to be properly organised” (from 'The Star')(6). This echoes what
"Militant" were saying after the '81 riots, Claire Doyle (one of their many paid
.workers) told a Brixtom meeting "You have to organise to defend yourselves', the
‘reply came back; "We will do all our organising ourselves.” On March 25th this was

effectively repeated by school strikers throughout the country as they rejected the
"Militant"/Labour Party shit-heads and organised their own protest. Ye should be
clear where we stand with these proffessional organisers who attempt to leech off
our protest, they are as bad as their counterparts in the Young HNational Front, and
should be treated in the same way.

"It will not be long before more trots try to get their poumd of flesh out of

“the schools revolt (7), but the revolution does not start when the trot vanguardists

decide; the schools protests are becoming an increasingly larger battleground in a
revolution that has already begun.

- XTRA. BITS .

- (1) There were no 1HCCldentS reported over the weekend of the Yth and 1Uth of March.
'-Varlous teachers and head-teachers expressed hope that the weekend would be a

"coolingmoff period", and they pushed further the idea of an amnesty, vwhich had
already -been offered at most .schools by this point.

CONTINUED OF FOLLOWING PAGE .77 -



YTRA BITS CONTD.

(2) But the left's real involvement in what was zoing on was limited to turnimg up
armed with leaflats after the riots had already occurred, and holding meetings to LIy
and ’organise’ things. After the riots Tony Cliff of the SWP said at a meeting in
Liverpool "The young have provided the steam and now we must provide the engine for
the steam to drive" - what a joke. Rightly the trots weres condemned and attacked -
wherever they went by local people. At a meeting in Brixton 3 members of the "Revolu-
tionary Communist Tendency" were-heckled and booed. One lad said "We are fad up with
them hanging round since it started.” - ' o

When the LPYS("Militant") held a meeting in Southall after the riots, the reaction.
was the same, they got a rough ride from the Southall Youth Movement . Balig Sing .
Purewal said "These people come here to exploit us. We do not want anything to do
 with them, the Socialist Workers Party, the Workers Revolutionary Party or any
Marxist group. We are fed up with these leftles telling us what to do."

(3) Labour lefty Eric Heffer, P for Waltonm, Liverpool, and author of the book
"Class Struggle in Parliament™{sic.) which is acclaimed by the SKP, when pressed to
make a stement on TV said that the rioters and looters must be punished with all
due severity. ' ' ' .

(4) One of the first 'outsiders' to refer to the riots as "revolution" was in fact
Superpig Anderton, this was fpllowing the assault on MHoss Side police station. '
This analysis was way ahead of the left, :

(5) When a speaker critisized "bloody Anarchists" for advocatiﬁg sabotage in 53h§°15
(a reference to 'THE SCHOOL STOPPERS HANDBOOX') he was left im no doubt where tne.
school combatants stood. ' ' : ' y '

(6) The LPYS are attempting to resurrect the National Union of School Students but
as with the insurgents of 'Sl the very strength of the 'School Stoppers' lies in
the fact that they have no leaders to 'control' thed or sell them out. The only -
union mentioned by pupils during the Carnival of Revolt was a "National Union of
School Strikers". : ' '

(7) Two small trot groups have already attempted to do this through the "Youth .
Trade Union Rights Campaign" - they are "Class Fighter" (Socialist Organiser) and
. "Revolutionary Youth" (Socialist Action) ' o .

- FURTHER INFORMATION FROH:
LPYS organiser for Sheffield is Jane of 182 5t Aldens Close, Shéffield.

_ YTURC/SSAC organisers are Andy Holmes (Tel - 550331) and Paul Stancer, 176 Oldfield Rd
Sheffield 6 (Tel - 341333). : : _

THS LEAFLET WAS DISTRIBUTED 70 SHEFFIELD SCHOOLS
~ THE DAY BEFORE JH_E_ SCHooL  STRIKE |

gg Iia_:gh t::h in-Shaffield?;'and throughout the country, schools exploded in a carnival
| théi:-;::ar'gg. ;gtarv: weelk ;f_incredible Joyous revolt the education 'cops' showed
--the'ﬁiﬁefslgﬁ?.??f??, r;?YZQ feriygra_compleﬁe emnesty for those euspended - more than
‘Now Labour Party beuracrats are attempti ‘ne i ur 2r by
. . 3 : pting to neutralise cur growing anger by .
ihhanneire%i;gn it into -tokaz;iam\ - Fuck half day token strikes - Remembsr March -Gth?,’.. Turn
oy r. o protest sour for them - Now that we have experienced the joy of re#olt
ings can never be the same again = Don't step backvards, : C
NO LEADERS - NO LED © UNITE AND SHASH THE STATE o
THE REVOLUTION STARTS THURSDAY APRIL "25th
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STATE EDUCATION

One would 1mag1qa thet there are not many among ue who would dispute the fact that
knowledge is indeed & wondsrful thing,the accumulation of facts and figures,thas &-
iscovery of whole new perceptions and the absorbtion of many new ideas can only a-
id ue to lmad = more agreasble existance.So why then do we condemn the present educa
tlonal system that supposedly bestows on us a large proportlon of our acadenlc int=
elllgencs°

The origine of todays state aducatlon has it's roots back in the late 1700's.Ths
Charlty School Movement,which was 8 religious orgenisation was developed to combat
ignorsnes amongst the poor which was then at an extreamly high levsl,This movsasnt
‘bgcause of its small sizm could only cater for a minute portion of the population,
which was probably advantageous as opposed to being a bad thing,because their form.
of sducation was largely religiously orientzted and mainly enhanced ths rigid auth-
oeritarisn prineiples thet abound within chrlstlanlty.

The government first played a part in education in IB33,when it provided a grant
for schools which increased in numbers as years went by,but intervention by ths 8=
tate had little affect on thw lsvel of literscy amoangst the working class up until
I870,when ths education system went through massive reform.Certsin prominent poli-
 ticians of tha time had their reservations about free education for the proletariat

' for it would enable them to 'reed seditious pamphlets snd vicious books and publi-

cations against christisnity',dout in spite of their cynlcsm a bill was passad nak-
ing sducation available to sll.

This introeduction of free education coineided with ths birth of ths 1ndustr1al
revolution,but it was no coincidencs becauss before the revolution a large amount
of the work undertaken by iths workers wes psace work with no definate set hours.Ths
workers could then work the periods that suited them,collect their wage and leave.
After the revelution large industries gszared solsly for mase production and profit
needed rsgular running psrisds and rsgular attendance by workers in the factorlas
and with thls in mind,ons of the reasons schools were srected wes to give ths wor-
king clase a’ssnee of tims’', 10 accustom them to being certain places at sst timss.

In addition to this,more mechsnised mschinary needed workers with a higher uderst-
anding of how machinery worksed and part of soms of ths schools programmss includsd
1nstruct10n in such things.

Even back in I870,Robert Lowe who was chancellor of the exchequer at ths time
recognlaed the fact that this socislizing procsss of ordinary working class people
via ‘'sducational’ mathods would have a slgnlflcant effect on the continuation of =
hisrarchical society,which brings us to the genuins purposs bshind. governmsntal
‘aducation.

Contrary to popular belief,ths function of ths educational system is solely to
perpetuats socisty,that is,to assure that thes structurs of the unequal authoritarian
state remsins constant snd in tact,end thati each person knows thsir slot in society
and has no desire to aspire to any highsr levels,or al lsaet no levels highar than
that alotted to thsm by ths stats.

Obviously the judiciary system accompanied by ths enforcsra of law,i.e. constabulary
-and the military play a .very signifacant rols in maipntaining the present political
and economic climate by physically atifling any dissent within the ranks of the wore-
king class,but this task is mads ultimetely emsisr by bresking ths will of the masses
&t an early ags when minds are plianble and impressionable.To liguidats any class
consciousnees and sradicate any forms of personal liberty and sxpression in the young
{and o0ld)will naturally havs a drastic effsct on 2 psrsons whole outlook on their own
personal situation and indesd on the whole shape of socisty,and thus,because the sdu-
cation of the young lies in ths hands of the state,thes stats 1nav1tabely,to defend its
own existance limits and restrains its vietims perepective to that of its own, teking
away their own identity and forcing them into & straighi-jacket of conformity and
dependance.Politicians of all psrsuasions,radicels as well ae rsformiete are all un-
ited in their stance which is in favour of the educational eystem—-simply because its
continued existance contrlbutee snormously to the maintainance of thslr przv;leged
positions.

"In addition to schoola belng run along sirict mllztarlstlc lznas,the sctual contsnt
0of the information fsd to childrsn has virtually no ueefulnses in the Society they be-
come part of after the age of IS5.History for example,a subject that could unlsash
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State Educatron Contd

' .1nnumrable answsrs to prssent day problems is 8% school rsducsd 1o a few specific date

and occurences that ars neither interesting nor relevant to prssent day lifs,and like-
-wise ths majority if ‘subjects’ ars distorted and nsver too ¢lear.This accompanisd by a
tutor too impatieni to spend more .than a few minutes with certdin pupils who are by
- naturs slower than othars {0 comprehsnd partlcular subjects,and the whole oppresalve
claaaroom snvironment hindere the progress. of mosi pupils.

~ The immense: emphasie besed on exams and sxamination results is yet another suttls
form of state contirol.We are,at school,forced into thinking thet the resulis of our
final exams will Bhepe ths whole atandard of our future lzvss,and with this thought
in mind we rslsntlsssly plod on trylng our utmost to .do our best,ln fear of bsing &
failure.
The BuppOSBd connection between good sxam-results. leadlng 10 a better Job and the~
refore a mors sucessful ,prosperous life leads certain psrsons onto higher sducation.
_Instltutlons such as polytschnics and universities while seeming to be & beneficial
social ssrvice to those who enroll in them,again esrve the single purpose of perpst-
‘uating socisiy,but usually in the caee of students it is the political and managsrial
soctors.Ths. vast amounts of publlc funds poursd inito thsse institutions is ten timss
thet of the amount used to sducats pupils at comprehensive and grammer schools.Most
persons who have analized,or indeed,had somewhat slighily mors encounisrs withtihe state
l.8. pérsons on ei{riks,peopls lnvolved in campaigns thet are contrary to central er

~ ‘lecal govsrnment constitution,or thoss of us on ths dols cen sss clearly that ths

Blate has not ons single grein of compassion or gsnerosity aurroundlng it,s0 there
‘must bs an alterior motive for this huge expendicturs,This vast sum is to assure that
the participants at institutions of highsr sducation have at their disposal svsry
singls item that will bs of significant use to them in persuing their desired ceresrs.
Computsras,computsr softwars,typing facllztlss,lmmsnse librariss and innumerabls othsr
items-are all at their dlspoaal All thsse itsms,apart from afew minor exeptions,res=
tricted to the use of siudsnis only;paid for by ths state, is a far cry from working

" ‘claes comprehensivss and secondary schools who have {0 rssort to sponsoreduwalks

and other guch tedious activii{iss to aquire a mini~buas or s video.

Virtually svery politician, bsurocrat, trads union leader and othsr such psrsons in
‘authoritive positions have arrivsd at thsir present situations via the political sub=
 groups thet were prssent at ths universities they atiended.The eiats,by forming and
- erecting ‘thsse polztzcal groups and associations at universities assurss itsslf that
ths positions of power and privilsge. will always bs filled with bright,intslligent
individuals with lsedsrship~like qualztlss who ars capable of being assertivs and
_manipulativa.Thsss psople ars given g 'trilal run' within the particular group they
-Join but will,if thsy do well sinevitebly infiltrate ths maln offlclal partyybecoming
one section of the ruling claes.

Prsssnt at evsry school is a contlngent of pupils, perhape nere sensxtzvs than others
. who always attend unwillingly,aware of the futility of the compulsory educsational sy~
stem,realizing ths fact that whatever exam rssulis thsy might aquirs,they will still
regardlassly end up at the bottom of the social ladder.Part of our taegk as snarchists
should sursly bs to aid pupils to rsalizs that they ars at school not for the purposs
of learning but 1o bs limited in every conceivable way,to be bludgeoned into pessivity
-;and unquestionable acceptancs of our corrupt society.When thie inevitabls rsalization

is in the minds of puplls and tsachsrs to such an extent that ths school prison caannot
function corrsctly,it is then that cosrcivs suthoriterian schools will ‘be replacsd
‘with libertarian schools, the purpose of such to assist the child in personsl dsvelop=
‘ment,to enlighted them,not chastizs them,to aid thsir approaching awarensss of their
position in society.It is then that'a s1gn1f1cant ‘stap will have bssn taken on the
‘road to social. revolutlon. : :
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Over the last few months Sheffield
Prisoners Support Group have been busy
writing to our comrades inside. Many
“of these letters do not get through
which is frustrating, but we have still
managed to establish contact with some
prisoners, and the letters we get make
it worthwhile,

- We are still 1nvolved with Fitzwilliam
Prisoners Aid Committee who are doing

a lot of good work; we have held collec-
tions for them and helped with local
distribution of FPAC bulletin No 1, We
are also distributing packs of cards for
them, these are net Anarchist, but all
profits are being donated to FPAC. They
contain 6 cards, © envelopes and & poems,
and can be obtained by sending £1.20 +
30p postage to tne address above.

Peter Hurst, who recieved a 6 month
prison sentence following the Fitzwilli-
am riot, has now finished his sentence,
A member of SPSG was able to attend his
coming out party and present him with a
copy of ‘'Sabate - Guerilla Extroardinary'
on behalf of the group.

The Fitzwilliam Prisoners Aid Committee
Bulletin No 2 was printed by us a couple

of weeks age, and can be obtained for
. donation and an SAE from the above addr-
ess.

The SPSG raffle was drawn at the last
'Sheffield Anarchist' Readers Meetling.
The winners were:

lst Prilze - £3 book token - Chris of

York, No. 248
2nd Prize - 'Don't Mark His Face' a
book about the Hull prisom
riot - Jane, No. Z17

3rd Prize -~ Sub. to 'Sheffield Anarch-

1st’ -~ John of the Peace
Shop, No. 262
£23 vas raised, which will be used for
direct support of prisoners, Hany thanks
to all those who bought tickets,

SHEFFIELD

PRISONERS
SUPPORT GROUP

P.0. BOX 217

LATEST LIST OF PRISONERS

In HMP Sudbury, Derby DE6 3HW

¥evin Beal {031), Graham Cooper, Steve
Goodall, David James {034), Ian Kestle,
Peter Pearson {038), iflchael Southwell
(030), Gleun Wright, Kevin Neal.

"~ In BMP Wormwood Scrubs, PO BOX 757,
Du Cane Rd, London.

Paul Gates _

In HMP County Road, Maidstone, Kent.
Terry French (B73383)

In HMP Durham, O1ld Elvet, Durham DH1 3EU
William Smith :

In HMP Barlinnie, Glasgow

Angus McInnes

In HMYO Centre, Glen Parva, Saffron Rd,
Wigton, Leics.

" Simon Brookes (E71244)
Millers Park YCC, Wellingborough, Northants
David Gaunt (E71037), Paul Jones (E71036)

-David Mason (E711033), Philip Sterland

(E71035).
HMP Leicster, Welford Rd, Leicster LEZ 7AJ
Ian Xestle (E71032)
HMP Saughton, Edinburgh

. Brian Miller

_ HMP Cardiff, Knox Rd, Cardiff, $.Glamorgan

Dean Hancock (899410), Russell Shankland
(883752)

HMP Walton, Liverpool, Hornby Rd, Liverpool

William Pannister, Michael Jones, Stephen
Lowe, Raymond Patton, Steven Hardman

HMP Wandsworth, PQO Box &£&, Heathfield Rd,
London SW18 3HS

Mark Best (B74749), Emlyn Davies (B74746),
Brian Day (B74748), Gary Newell (B74745)
James Waddell

IMYO Chelmsford, Springfield, Essex CM2 61Q
Chris Tazey (A29398)

HMP Wymott, Moss Lane, Ulnes Walton, Leyl=-
and, Preston PRS 3LW

Alan Briddick, Michael Brxddick Raymoud
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(HOUSING THE HOMELESS

"A recent scaﬂper'unrough ths 'Gréen Ana rﬂtwst’ brought to my ati entlon the
historical parallels betwsen the D"wne'nenp=13r:rs‘. who had tilled the land

. on Molesworth to grow crops for Ethiopia and the Digzers of the English .

- Revolution., who used the banks of <he Thames to zrow turnips. As 4 squatter
this came as a timely reminder that I wasn't setting any historical precedent.
oquattlng is not s recent 1nnovatlon, it has been around for hundreds of vears.

- Today 1t 1s the only menns of survzval for llterally mllllons of people

rJue to the massive hou51ng shortages in the ‘sizties squattlng became a serious
issue in Britain., It was the age of social realism in the cinema and films
- like 'Cathy Come Home' awakened the public to the plight of the homeless,
..Woney flooded into - the houslng pressure group Shelter. The homeless organised
" rand. squatters groups formed all over the country. The vast stocks of unused,
Dronerty were ‘elzimed for hlbltatlon rsther than left t0 rot. ‘The polltlcal
" climate and the numbers ‘involved ensured ‘many notable successes. (An invaluable
guide to ‘the squatter Movement can be found in 'Nousing: &n inarchist Approach!
by-Celin Wilson, a vetsran participant, contains many fascinating insights and
details. The. behaviour of a zerfain bishop is & priceless example. . Some
- superfluous: property belonging to the church, vacant for a pericd of years,
‘was squatted on Christmas Zve, The blshop.h3d~the squatters evicted before
the -close of the year) - -

'Todey the movement is most vlslble in eondon.. In areas where slectoril msjerities
are sl;ght the squatters vote is seen as vital, Left wing councils go easy
oh squatters, -even ‘as far as supplylng premises for the squatters networ{.

'Unfortunately, our work iz cut out for us in Sheffleld The coun01l,~the
largest single landlord in the city is unsympathetic to sguatters. DPublicly
they are not prepared +0 admit there is a housing problem., If we obnsider
briefly the council's record on squatted oroperty and land their view of
squattors becomes apparent.- : e

We reCall the caravaners in Attercllffe, forced to VECdte waste grouni during
gn epidemie, Instigated by thet. rising star of the labour party Roger Barton,

. 'bastard' to intimate acquaintences. In this instance., the luxury of the rich.
- to view customised cars in pleasant surroundings over-rode the neads of the
homeless., Not that this caused any embarzssment to the council who knew quite
well that gypsies come low in the Sympathy stakes.

The young homel ess mlght be a different matter This was exploited to the
full by the inhabifants of the inarchists Centres, a series of squatted.
commercial buildings. Using the press they declared that the debt owed to
them by the council for housing the homeless was justified. This acute form
of embsraSSment had to be. erradicated by what you could only descrlbe as
sabotage, : : :

persons Unknown in the soclal services. were dlrectwng dlscnsrﬂed ment l
patlents to the Anarchist Centres, -although it was clear that there were not
the facilities needed to accomodate them., This cynical manipulation of the
sick and vulnerable has come to be acknowledged 15 a widespread factic used

by authorities fo demoralise any autonomous action., On the continent, for
example, the health care and rehabilitation given to drug addicts was withdrawn
deliberately, leaving them no place to ge ezcept the local autonomous centrea.
Using ‘drug dealing as a. pretext the pollce were able to hdrrass and flnally
elose the centre, : :

I, re cently, llke a growing number of people, found squatting to be the only.
solutlon to homelessness. There is no shortsge of vacant proeerty 1n Sheffield.
The couneil, in particular, despite’ enormous Wlltlng lists, for some reason

~ prefers its property unoccupied, I would llke to list the problems involved

- and suggest solutlons

1 CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE



housing. cont...

As no netxork as such yet exists in Sheffield, choosing properiy is the first
problem.. An organised network can monitor 11Kely squats; trace the owners;
chech amenltles such as gas electrie, ﬂater. ¥ithout extensive groundwork no

movement can really flourish,

- Cbmmunication is the most basi¢ problem, making contact with others interested
in squatting. Squatting by yourself isn't impossible, but it is not advisable,
I squatted a single persen's flat and had the 4door broken while out for the
day. It was simply good fartnre that the flat wasn't repossessed there and

- then,

The media, survrise surnrise, are a big problem. Their portrayal of squatters
igs less that s&mnathétic and often m=nsational. The caused of homelessness

and the simnle rTealities of squatting are ignored. Unfortunately, this type'
of treatment drives z wedge between us and the community. Consequently public
oplnlon of this is not informed and more often than not fearful of squatters.

SQUATTFRS TAKE QTHER PEOPLE'S HOMES

This story was started quite deliberately in the press in 1975 and it
isn't true: the person concerned, Zlizibeth Harper, owned and lived in
another house and the house concerned had a 'for sale' notice cutside
it when it was squatted, Squatters aren't in favour of occupying '
houses which other people are living or about to live in - we know
what it means to be homeless and on't want to make others homeless,
If someone did squat s house like that, the police have always had

the power to eviect or arrest 1mmeilately - and we want to be in

' homes not jails! '

SQUATTERS ARE JUMPING THE QUEU"“ ‘

Why is there a queue whnen there 85G,000. emoty nouses in Britain? -
Why isn't the council already using this house? Why haven't they
bought it on a compulsary purchase order to rehouse people? This
house, like most that are squatted, is going to be demolished or
rehabilitated some time in the fuiure, so we aren't keeping anyone
walting now. The council refusea {0 take respansibility for us
because we have no children - but we can't sleep in the street any
more than you could, .

ALL SQUATTERS ARE VANDALS, DROP-0UTS, LIVE IN COMMUNES

Squatters aren't a different race - we're people like you who simply
don't have a2 home. Many councils wreck their own houses, smash
toilets. pour cement down drains and Tip out floors to stop people
living in them - we're working hard to repair this house. in empty .
house deteriorates br £20 a week: just by being hers we're saving
the landlord money. Most squatters are ordinary families foreed
into sguatiing by the council's inadequate housing policies. Yes,
some 0f us prefer to live communally: we want to get away from the

. lonegliness of bedsits, we car share the housework and looking aftar
the children, we work together.

IV'E WORKED HARD ALL MY LIFE ARG ALWAYS PAID MY REN"/?ALE/TAXED.
T0U LOT ARE TRYING TO GET SCMETHING FOR NOTHING.

It's terrible thzt most psople have to work such long hours to pay
rent to others who just sit back and let it =11 roll in. There
aren't any places to rent at a prisce we ean affori here. Some
gouncils vay 905 or their rent income in inisrest to city financiers
not on building more homes for peovle. In a more just sceiety no
one would pay rent, homes wou?d be built for people's needs not for
proflt (the only fair rent 'is no rent at all), :
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Pr@-ietairianSh@ppmg (don't get caught)

Recenu gO?arnment leglaletxon hoe bsen eo formulsied ae to aggravate and lncrease
thé levels of poverty and ill hezlth in the country.The inersase of preacrlptlcn
charges ip a direct and eyaniecal =itack on these of ug who ere on low incecmes or 2
the dole.

The lncreaas ;n the price of petrol ig dsalgned te restrict peoples freedom of
mOVemEn .

The inersase in *he television licence fes will nut an increased finanﬁmal etrain
on the mejority of TeYs ownsrz and renteraeﬂatehlng televlalcn ie this oountrys m=
ost popular leisurs pursuit.

The licenss fee insrsase will slao force us to pay more dearly for what biaaed
cfappy propegendist news ihey try to placats and indostrinate us with.The inorea~
sing eept of fusl fovces evar lnersaelng aumbers of us to makse tha deczsion whether
6 eat or hset. :

Food prices are also on the increzss.Thosaz amongat us who pay attention to what
ingredisnte are in the foods we buy will find that we pay more for better food,l.e.
thome focda waith less dublous chsmicals in them.Health foodears particulirly expe-
agive, 80 vegetaﬂzana and vegens ers egpecially nard pressed for cash.Vegen margarlna
ie about one third more costly than oiher margarines ead soya milk costs twlee a8
much 88 cows wilk,despite ba*ng cheeper to produce.

Thai we ghould bte Torsed to pay so deerly for 1ifes bagic nscessities Aﬁ.t&ntam?
ount to 2 tax on life itself.This tax is imposed by those who would exploit for -
proefit our umaveidable need to est. Cen it be uons;dered g8 crime %o reAuse to be o
. xpleolted in such & synicsl way? '

- Of coures net,’ the real criminals ere ‘those proflteerlng leeehes who consplre to
rob us of our very sxistance.

It is obvious that there is only ane alternstive to paying for food and that is
to take it without paying.The word steal is entirely inappropriate hers sinoce the
procuremen* o3 5&&% which 13 rightfully yours cen in no way be. construed ae theft”
@f any kind. .

A similar case 2aa be pu» forward for the remeval of hooks from hookshops.To e

Toreed %o pay for books is the same as. ‘the 1mp-:

—— ~osition of a tax on knowledge. ' _
"%2. § 4 . Tacse of us who need a collectiscn of booka for”

rsference(studsntasBe. )will often find that pub-
1ie librariss are not really an adequate altern~
n3ive 1o sctuslly keeping your own collecticn of
books te which you can refer whenever necesBary.
Livraries often do not have the books you pe
gquire and even if they do,they are often unave=~
ilable when you need them.

NMany of ug says already in the habit of 11£t1ng
things f£rom shops.Tax evagsion of this kind is to
be condoned snd heartily encouraged.4n inportant
fistinciion must be mads however,when removing
iieme from the homesz of individusls,bstwesn tho-
se pecple who ars financislly able to replace
the iieme removed and these who are t0¢ poor.You
would doubtless bs quite pissed off if somebody
ouns round to your flat and ripped off your olo
m,aes,beaxssglr@ or octher iisme Zfor personsl
uge {if you csa sfferd these thingel,s2 it is best to avoid increasing the herdah=-
ip alpesdy ba;ng endurad by the poor.

If wo look in the nswepspsre or watch the T.¥. newé,ws will be told that there
-ig a3 economic erisis.This erisis i3 noh too great,;it gesms,to prevent our explei-
ters from giving thai vils eencar the queen her own bransd new private train,or ee-
nding twos roysl shits on heliday in Italy.All this while we siarve.

Ths price of their recessisn,their sipsnss accounts, their flash card and their nus=.
eh publieissd fucklng royal fenmily is bsing paild by us,the poor.
if you ars huegry or nesd clgthes,bocke,teilstries or any ol the other baalc na—

coagitias of 1ife,iteke them. o
‘We. wore born for gresisr things then bsing chained to the yoke of capitalist qprasgiqu

TEKE FOW OR FOREVER STAY THE SAUE. jit}

MORE
DUBEIoWE
CHEMICALS




A BRIEF HISTORY OF ‘THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST

In 1891 Sheffield Anarchists decided to produce a-regular Anarchist paper. They
were unusual for the time in that instead of remaining a faction within a Secialist
Seciety. or Socialist League branch they organised independently. Two of the
‘pecple inveolved at this time were Dr John Creaghe and Fred Charles, both were
incredible characters. Creagh had spent much of his life in Argentina (though he
was Irish himself),and he later returned there to start 'La Protesta’,the world's
first Anarchist daily paper. He was fiercly anti-rent, and when baliffs attempted
 to posess his belongings he drove them out with a poker. This led to the penning
of a little ditty which appeatred on No Rent propaganda from then on. It ran:
' " "Yurrah-for the kettle, the club and the poker

Good medecine always for landiord and breker;

Surely 'tis better to find yourself clobber

Before paylng rent to a rascally robbder.”

Fred Charles was also a well-known and popular figure with "an lncredible
reputation for open-handed generosity'.He had been known to take off his coat and
pawn it so as to be able to give something to a fellow worker who had no money,
and practically all his posessions were given away to tramps or the unempleyed.
Indeed on one occassion he took the boots off his feet and gave them to a man he
had.never seen before, aleng with his last half-crown. He later spent 73 years in
prison after being entrapped into a conspiracy charge.

John Creaghe originally suggested "The Red Flag of Anarchy” as a name for the
Sheffield Anarchists publicaticn, however the group preferred to call it 'THE
SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST'. o ' '

The first issue of THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST appeared in mid-189l. Creaghe later
wrote of the occassiont ' :

"I cannot forget the time that Charles, who was then out of work, started with me
the first number of THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST. He would do nothing for himself. If
his chances of getting a £1000 depended on his keeping an appointment, I am certain
he would not be there, and I was astonished how actively and steadily he worked
for the cause he loved. I cannot say how often I regretted it when he had to leave

me, for we spent some happy hours in that anything but sweet smelling den which
" served us for a club and office at 47 West Bar Green, Sheffield. How we laughed
‘as we scribbled and enjoyed in anticipation the horror and rage of the enemy.”

"As is the case today, THE SHEFFIFLD ANARCHIST did not have a fixed price,
those interested merely being asked to "Pay What You Like". The print-run was very
large, as the paper was popular in the working-class districts of Sheffileld, '
Creaghe's activity with the poker, which caused a lot of publicity, being paticula-
rly weli-recieved. It was sold at demonstrations and at the regular Anarchist
speaking-pitches throughout the city, 500 being sold in one day alone.

The paper was not so well-recieved by the middle-class, christians or the police
however. Christians often attempted to prevent Anarchists from speaking in public,
and in September "well-dressed rowdys" attacked the club at West Bar Green, and
broke windows by throwing penmies. Taking the money as payment however, the
Anarchists within ran out scattering revolutionary litreature among the attackers,

“THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST was very well-advanced politically for the time, dealing
with impertant issues such as marriage and sexpality, which the authoritarian
lefr have only attempted to deal with more recently. It was always fiercly
no—compromise as far as all shades of authority were concerned.

- Tt was originally intended that the paper should appear fortnightly, but in
November 1891 pressure from the church, law, etc forced a temporary halt in
publication. However, the group continued to neet, and later other Amarchist
publications were produced in Sheffield.

. Three coples of the original ten issues published in 189} are available for
viewing in Sheffield Central Library, together with more recently produced ilssues.

In July 14975 (10 years ago this issue) Sheffield Anarchists revived THE
SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST and Volume 1 Number 11 appeared, together with an apology for
the long period of absence. The cover of that issue is re-produced as the cover of
this issuve. As with earlier copies Vol. 1 No. 11 was well recieved locally,
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A Brief History... Conid.

: natlonally, and even Lnternatlonally.

G

~ -Issues of THE SHREF FIHLD ANARCHIST appeared sonawhat sporadlcally throughout ‘the
late  1970's, dependlno on the level of interest and commitment of Anarchlsts in

Sheifield..
By March- 1953 we were up to Volume 3

sumber 1, and since then we have managed

- -to’ get- issues out more regularly; evéry quarter. The preasent print-run is 1000.
We still place great importance on maintaiming a regular Anarchist street-sale
-and we. still. faCe harrassment from police, christians, etc, Our regular sales-pitch
on Fargpte is only a few yards from the gpot where John Creaghe ‘and our other past
comrades’ spoke. THE SHEFFIELD ANARCHIST has been distributed on Fargate for nearly
100 years,-and dESplte a recent escalation in pollce harrassment, that presence

will be malntalned —-Unt11 the Revolutlon..-

It is hoped to run. a series of artlcles dealing with the history of Sheffleld

- Anarchists, and we hope to. perhaps expand these to a series of pamphlets or even
a book. We also intend té re-print some of the articles published in the 1891 _
issues, and we shall be holding at least. one publlc meeting dealing with Sheffield's . =

revolationary Apnarchist history.

Another related event is THE SHEFFIELD A\AQLHIDT VALK, whlcn will be hnld again
on Sunday. 3Utn June. Those intérested should meet in ihe Hanover puh, :roomhall at

-7.00pm.

Free Press

"Read all about it
“Read ell about it!"

In the news today wmore twiasted lies,

Lots of shit spaced out with scandal and sex.

Curvaceocus girls on page three,

Dilute the horror of deaths and pain.
Di's naw hairstyle,

On the front page,

¥hat about the starving millions?

What about the people who liwin fear?
.Can you .spare a thought for them?
"Popatar interviews,"

"Royalty intsrviewas,”

"Lots of tlts, _ :

"We've got ‘em all today'“

I don't want to rsad that kind of shlt,
It's not free praae '

Governmen t-cenaored,

Changed end twisted,

To distract the mindas from the suffering,
_To nupprsss'questlons of rebellion.
"Rival youth gengs in oromenade bal%le
They create the hatred,

They cause the pain.
‘Disunited,disillusioned,

They ght eacho ther,

And stirenghten the system.

Searceatic reporters, :

Probing into private lives,

You re all getting on my fucking nerves!.

@li 1984
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ANAHCH/S I BOO/:(SHOP

The large size of our bookstall and N
lack of space in this issue prevenis.
us from publishing a full list of

‘books &s we usualily do, For a full

book list send & SAE to PO Box 217,_’

Sheffield,

The following m&g&ZIHGS are also
available:

ANARCHIST TINHS(May & June) IOP:each_
ANGRY - 2Cp S

- LITTLE BY LITTLu - I0

HOLVERINE (2 differen issues) 20p
STUFF IT - 30p

Please make sure you include a SAE
with your order, o

[For the (st
(time I dort




THE SHEFFIELD

',The followxng are extracts from a pamphlet originally publlshed in Sheffield by 'The
Anarchist® in the late 19th Century. We hope to reprint this pamphlet shortly. he
cahn always Adearn. from history, and we feel that many parallels can be drawn

betwean some of the events described in 'The Sheffield Qutrages' and more recent
events: At 8 time when revolutionary violence is again being referred to as
'"UnEngllsh" or "alien" this pamphlet is patlcularly relevant.

The use’ of dynamlte by. Cont;nental Anarchists has provoked much 1nd1ﬂnat10n in
the capltallst press. What has 18d to the outrages, the tyranny of Contlnental
governments and their police is quite forgotten, and the Anarchists are pictured
as incarnate fiends delighting in slaughter and massacre for its own s%ke. Their
is ' no word expresses the opinions of the capitalist press as the word UnEnglish".

"These outrages could only be commltted by benighted foreigners
or Irishmen" say these gentlemen. "Englishmen are incapable of
these. diabolical deeds. They are abhorrent to the frank,
honest English nature. English workmen can settle all their.
. differences with thelr employers by peaceful comblnation, a
more excellent way than by explosions of dynamite, or by the

fknlfe and bullet of the assassin.”

But peaceful combination ‘is not always possible, when strlkes are crushed by
. charges of cavalry as in Spain {or Qrgreave —typist), or when strike funds are
' seized and strike committees arrested as they are- in France.
ie..We'will'not say, as many writers. suppose, that Sheffield was the only town
where ‘the decrees of the Union were enforced by the blowing up of factories or
shootlng cap;talzsts...lee rick burning, or ‘machine smashing, thev:were an

»

- inheritence of the- evil days of oppression and coercion.

_....All the efforts of the authorities to capture the perpetrators of these deeds_
were fruitless, though they were not too scrupulous as to the means they employed.
"Mr Tyzack a master who employed blacklegs and boys, had his works blown up in '56
A man, named Needham, recieved four years penal servitude for this coffence. And:
Tyzack, who wanted some information, was committed into Uerby jail, dressed as a
convict and placed in the same cell as Needham to pet it. He was quite unknown to
Keedham, who confided in him, how he had been offered £10 by Thompson, the secretary
of the’'Scythe Grinders' Union, to blow Tyzack up. We have always been told that -
these tricks were not played in English jails, and that it is contrary to Engllsh
law, that men should thus be entrapped into confessions implicating others,. but

there can he-nro doubt that this was done (as long agoc as 1856 —typist). = “-'“V:- =

+e..But now a word as to the cause of the outrages. If the Saw Grinders’ Union hag "
‘small respect for life and the property of their masters, who had taucnt them a
- better lesson? Hot the law surely, by which Trade Unions which acted "in restraint
of trade" were "Criminal”....Trade Unions that called men out on strike were there- -
. fore "illegal"...
1....Save for the Acorn Street Qutrage, for Whlch Broadhead (Secretary of the Saw
© Grinders' Union ~typist) was not rESp01Slble, there was no senseless ferocity in
Sheffield. 3roadhead and his ministers of vengence, did not strike at the lives of -
the innocent. ' :
To spread. terror among the enemies of the Union by the cool and scientific use
“of vilolence was the aim....Years of persecution and oppression had bred men who
'met  terror with terror...How many Trade Union leaders nowadays would risk penal
sev1tude or death for the cause of Labour? And surely the capitalists who commit -
wholesale murder by their 'devilish greed in factory and mine have no right to
. cast stomes at the. secretary of the “Sav Grinders' Union.
Let us be .just. Oppression reaps a deadly harvest. The can of powder of Engllsh
Trade Unlonlsts denied the right of combination by cruel. laws has now evolved
~into the dynamite b0ﬂb of the Contlnental Anarch;st who groans beneat1 a8 more
gterr1hle oppr3531on.
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The State of Sheffield

At a public meeting the night before the 19£3 General Election, Patricia Rawlings,

- Tory candidate for Sheffield Central, quite seriously claimed that Sheffield City
Council was controlled from the Xremlin. Ms. Rawlings probably has a few jelly beans
loose, but other Tories notably Irving Patnick, have often drawn parrallels between
the Eastern Bloc States and Sheffield City Counc1;. These Torles merely refer to
alleged 1deolog1ca1 similarities between the Fastern Bloc countries state "socialism"
(sic.) and the supposediy left-wing policies of the council. However, if we dig a
little deeper there are certainly a lot of similarities between the totalitarianism.
of the Eastern Bloc countries {as opposed to the more liberal fascism of the West)
and the totalitarianism of Sheffield City Council. Hot only are the Council as
politically secure as any fastern Bloc dictatorship, but they control or attempt to
control almost all forms of organised dissent/resistance in order to make it harmless ﬁ
to themselves and manipulate it for their own ends: The unions, the tenants' associatio-
ns, the anti-racist groups, the unemployed groups, the 'peace' groups, etc. If they =
cannot control one of these areas directly, they do so through manipulative funding,
any areas that do not accept their 'helping hands' are outlawed and smashed. They
even try to rewrite and nullify our revolutionary history-- a revolutionary Chartist

- like Sam Holberry who led an armed assault on Sheffield Town Hall, becomes a 'Social- ;
Democrat’ ard has a Town Hall fountain named after him. This is all done through the ,

. grand conspiracy of the Labour Party - they don't need Freemasonary in Sheffield.. v

A comparison between Eastern Bloc totalitarian states and Sheffield City Council |
- may seem a little far fetched at first, but the more things you consider, the more

- similarities there are - think about it.

In the next issue of THE SHEFFIEL{y ANARCHIST we will be startlng a series on the -

- Council, hopefully covering important areas such as Work and the Unions, Housing and

the Tenants Associations, Controlling Dissent, and The Proffessionals - a Class in

* Ascendency. 1984 happened in Sheffield quite a long time ago, every day’ Blunkett and

“his cronies, drunk on power and vanity, are attempting to persuade us to love their
state nore and ‘more, their spies are everywhere,_read THE SHEFFILL? ANARCHIST before

2EVIEW

Collectives in the Spanish Revolution; fGeston Leval.
In this somewhet lengthy work, the author gives details of the hetnods of organlaation
;gagome of the anarcho-syndlcal;st collectlives set up in Spain durlng the period 1936—'
Much of the text is written from flrst hand experlence the suthor actually vlslted
many of tlie collectives. K
~ Very little ig maid about the clvll war which was raging ell ercund and if your know-
ledge of the war is a little sperse,then I suggest you read up about it before gttempt—
ing to read this book.
" The detail given comparing pre-ravolutlon DrOductloﬂ flgures and those achieved affe-
rvards is great and much space 1g devoted to reproduction of charters.So,unless you gra
"~ desperate to learn about the"intensification of egg producticn an of chlckena and rabb-
ite",or which werehouse housed which waree,' would not advise you to set about wadlng

g

- through this rather thiek book.

~ 'However,T do not wish to detract in eny way from -the achievements of the Spanlsh ana-
rchists,who laid on electricity and runting water for people who previously had nelther,

_,buzlt farme,lmprovad fectoriess and built new houses etc,whilst fighting for their subve
.Aval ageinat Franco's fasciste, the comnunists and the somewhat ineffectusl. government.

~Neither do I wish to balittle the care and effort that obv1ously went into the wrltlng

~ of "Collectives wf the Spanish Revolution™.

To sum up,if you are aceking & comp*ebensxve,wan written and 1nforma¢1ve reference
__book deallng with collectivisation in the Spmnish revolution,snd dor't mind learning’
-that ths collective of Albalate de Cinca owned "I3 draught oxen,435 milk cows,48 heifers,
57 calves, 900 sheep and breeding ewes" and so on and so forth, then this book is highly
reccomendeble, _ . - g
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housing. cont...

A simple presentation of the:facts.in the form of a 1eaflet or a visit to e
- peighbours is the surest way of undoing anti-squatter propagznda, A48 the media
is the genmeral source of information for the major:ty of people we shou}d
‘hardly be surprised that majority attitudes embrace the liberalzor_f3801st
world views. or a computation or the two. I+'s not & bull we have to’gra? by
' the horns, for we are fighting.an illusion. The flesh and blood reality in - N
 the full light of dsy invariably proves itself more than a mateh for the demons
of - the night. At least it shoud, failure on our part is often the result of
$imidity, half-hearted faith in the strength of our actions. |
e must seize every'bpportuﬂity to establish precedents in Sheffield {more
precedents surely Bd). The tendency of Capitalism to isolate and vilify

the vietims of its own contradictions can be undone.

it;is the effort that is needed,

FOOTNOTE :
Plans to turn the Council's mega=
disaster Broomhall into Sheffield's
answer to Christiana have recieved an
official set~back. The Council in an -
_attempt to deter squatters gave its
workmen the green Light to smash the
sinks and toilets of vacant flats,
rendering them uninhabitable. Sheffijeld
Anarchists think this adds a new
dimension to the expression "dirty
squatter'. We have also indicated for
the record, our willingness to finish
the job set in motion by our friends
in local government. We'll smash the
bidets if this deters social-workers.

20

The will is there,

pdUCN2ION
You screw up my mind,

With your lies, '
Compulsory religion,

Keep in line,

*Cos if you don't,

We'll come down on you,

You are nothing!

I don't agree,

Mindfuckers,

Suppressors,

You keep us at bay with rules
. ,&and laws,

Do you think thet we will

passively asccept them?

Bollocks,
No way.

You dine on the brains of the
young, : - _
You fill our heads with useless
facts and figures,
~S¢o that we have no room to think
for ourselves, '

¥o room to form our own opinions, -}

We have & right to express
ourselves, '

You condition us into passivity. -

Every day more of us see through

But you're too fucking thick to'
" notice, " B _ co

Will you notice when your class-
‘Toom burns around vou?

(Oh sorry, shit doesn't burn!)

@1i 1984
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Dear Comrades,.

TRIBUTE
AND
OBITUARY

It is with great sadness that we honour a f:llen comrade with the Fig leaf

and Almond =zIuster. “‘n honour braztowed, preferably posthunously, upon thoge
revered by their compatriots for a3 great disservice to anarchism., In hindsight
it was ovossible to predict sur nerp's demise, for upon that =zad day in May
didn't a multitude »f signs spell osut the fate awaiting him? Was not the rip
in the kree of his jeans, the knot in his laces portentous of what was to

come? Sadly it appears so,

43 the vrocession of toilers attending the May Day rally in Barnsley paséed

the Town Hall, witnesses noticed a darkness of the sky. The crowd of'profesaionals,
amassed around. the NUT (National Union of Teachers) banner had gpotted. David

- Blunket amongst the guests of a wedding taking place on the Town Hall steps,

The:ensuing_chatter-revealed that the great bearded one had intended joining
the march but for the wedding. 4 teacher, complete with megaphone hailed
our leader, "Hello David, Good luck to Sheffield". Hereupon our departed
comrade, a native of said city, grabs his own megaphone and shouts, "Blunket,
you're a class traitor. Fuck off, we don"t want you". Poetry it was not,
but as the saying goes ........ what a way fo gzo.

aad News Secand Time Around |

How true rings the old addage “there is no rest for the wicked”, My
neighbourhood is really hotting up, not content with the papal worid tour, the great
bearded one expects me to.resume the fight across interdenominational barriers. I am
of course referring to the recent travels.of Billy Graham. :
My friend Reason see's his imminent arrival in your city as the crowning glory of
: American imperialism. They gave ycu ‘Dallas’, MacDonalds
and cruise and now a pernicious protestant theology with
which to wash it all down. - -
l.ike me you've probably noticed the dwindling returns
"Christianity was getting on its old form of comedy. It's
rich stock of absurdities Like too much chocalate, could
“tuen the stomachs of even the most guilible audience.
But the application of marketting technigues and mass
‘psychology means they think theyfve found the answer. .
Billy Graham is the 20th century's answer to St Paul, this
time round we're being sold the "Good Mews" by Christ's
Ad-Man on Earth. :

Yours Fraternally
SATAN 3
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